
 
The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport 

 
 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH & OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
 

_____________________________ 

 
A Community United in Prayer, Fellowship, and Service 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter ∙ May 14, 2017 

 

THE JOY & POWER OF THE ROSARY 
 

THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE — PAGE 3 
 

_____________________________ 

 
The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport 

Please Join Us! All Are Welcome! 
 

74 Pleasant Street ∙ Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930 
Phone: 978-281-4820· Fax: 978-281-4964· Email: office@ccgronline.com· Website: ccgronline.com 

Office Hours: Monday through Friday 10:00am-4:00pm 



2 

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT                      FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2017 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSINGS & CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

On behalf of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, Father Jim wishes to 
congratulate the following children from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish who have successfully completed our program of preparation and who 
will receive the First Holy Communion this spring: 

Anthony Aiello 
Nico Alves 

Timothy Arnold 
Hannah Aspesi 

Emily Bean 
Flynn Blanchard 

Giacomo Bologna 
Joseph Brousseau 

Chase Brown 
Ryan Connelly 

Patrick Conners 
Serafin Costa 

Kiara Curcuru 
Natalie Curley 

Isabella DaCruz 
Judah Day-Laporte 
Donovan deBrigard 
Matthew deBrigard 
Gerardo DiStefano 
Giacamo Ferrara 

Cade Francis 
Logan Frontiero 

Maddison Goodhue 
Beckett Guest 

Angelina Guyotte 
Logan Hannah 

Maliyah Harnish 
Jillian Hayes 

Andrew Johnson 
Teagan Kelliher-Pate 

Connor Lambert 
Joseph Loiacano 

Jocelyn Maddalena 
Landon Madruga 
Olivia Madruga 

Connor Mahoney 
Trey Marrone 

Gabriella Martell 
Eliza Mazzeo 
Tyler Moran 

Nathan Morin 
Anthony Murawski 

Jaylyn Novello 
Mia O’Leary 

Connor Oliveira 
Michael Quinn 
Drew Rodolosi 

John Russo 
Benjamin Scola 

Giovanni Silva Mehciz 
Andrew Smith 
Destiny Smith 

Jude Szuter 
Jaclyn Taormina 

Isabella Tarantino 
Emma Teixeira 
Olivia Vargus 
Kathryn Wall 

Lilly Wall 
Michael White 

During these past seven months, these young fellow parishioners and their parents 
have prayed, studied, and grown together in prayer, fellowship, and service during the 
past seven months. They have learned together that disciples of all ages are called to 
live the Gospel, share God’s love, and rebuild the Church. They are all well-prepared to 
receive the Body & Blood of the Risen Lord and to become faithful and faith-filled disci-
ples! 
 

The children who are receiving their First Holy Communion this year wish to thank 
their parents, families, and friends for their love, prayers, and support. In particular, 
they wish to express their appreciation to those who helped them prepare for their First 
Holy Communion: Father Jim Achadinha, Olga Alves, Rizza Anderson, Fernanda 
Brown, Angelica Duran, Mary Duran, Jennifer Dort, Jean Madruga, Mary Ellen 
McLeod, Marie Orlando, and especially Betsy Works. 
 

Finally, please pray for all of our young fellow parishioners, their parents, and families 
so that they will continue to grow in faith, hope, and love; and that they will continue to 
join us for Mass on a regular basis. Please also pray in thanksgiving for our pastoral 
team and our dedicated volunteers who made these celebrations possible. Thank you! 
May God bless you and your family!  
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE 
 

_____________________ 

 
THE JOY & POWER OF THE ROSARY 

 

By Cliff Garvey 
 

My personal relationship with the Blessed Mother and her Rosary can be best described as the proverbial “long and 
winding road.” When my faith journey began more than twenty-five years ago, I was initially very reluctant to ask Our 
Lady for help and guidance. I feared that a more devotional spirituality would lead me away from Christ. I feared that 
repeating “pray for us, sinners” over and over again would lead to unexpected consequences. And I believed that I 
should be in charge of my own spiritual life. Needless to say, fear, pride, and stupidity were my primary motivations 
back then. Over the course of long years, however, Mary found her way into my life in unexpected ways. I found a 
roughly carved, homemade statue of Our Lady in a parish closet that seemed to have been left waiting for me. I listened 
to a priest who left a lasting impression with a simple homily about the faithful discipleship of the Blessed Mother and 
the Beloved Disciple at the foot of the Cross. I made a friend, more than forty years older than me, who badgered, en-
couraged, and pleaded with me to open my heart to the Blessed Virgin. And finally, I met Archbishop Francisco Viti of 
Huambo, Angola in the confessional booth at the Basilica of Saint Francis in Assisi. 
 

For the better part of a decade, Archbishop Viti directed my annual retreats in Assisi. He personally met with me every 
day. He gave me passages from the scriptures to read and remember during times of trial. He celebrated Mass with me 
and for my intentions at the tomb of Saint Francis. He believed that we were brought together for a reason — that he 
should be my spiritual father and that I should be his spiritual son. Across a vast ocean, despite our different cultures 
and races, we are never far from each other’s thoughts and prayers. Wherever we are in the world, we can turn to each 
other (through the miracle of modern technology) for prayer and counsel. During our last meeting in Assisi, just weeks 
before he returned permanently to Angola, Archbishop Viti encouraged me to grow closer to the Blessed Mother. He 
talked with me about his childhood in Angola; about how he had been forced to work like a slave by building streets in 
Huambo; and about how he had been taught to pray the Rosary by his own mother. He talked with me about his experi-
ences during Angola’s civil war; about violence and destruction and death threats; and about how much Mary meant to 
him. He told me about how much comfort and strength he took from his relationship with her; and how much closer he 
grew to the Lord by, through, and with her prayers. Ultimately, he told me with the authority of an archbishop that one 
cannot grow closer to Christ without knowing his mother. 
 

When he could see that his words were not having their desired effect, he took me by the arm, led me through a series of 
hallways and dark passageways, and finally opened a narrow door. We walked through the door and found ourselves 
in the Lower Basilica of Saint Francis, at a side altar dedicated to the Blessed Mother. He pulled a stole from his pocket, 
placed it around his neck, ordered me to kneel, put his hands on my head, and began to pray in Latin. In all honesty, I 
did not understand what was happening. For one brief moment, I feared that I was being ordained a priest of the Arch-
diocese of Huambo and that I would be bound for Angola — forever! 
 

Soon, I realized that Archbishop Viti was praying for me and for the intercession of Our Lady, so that my heart and 
mind would be opened to her love and prayers. I felt deeply consoled, deeply blessed, and deeply grateful. But I still did 
not fully appreciate what happened that day in the Basilica of Saint Francis. Almost one year later, I wrote to Archbish-
op Viti and asked him to explain what he had prayed for that day. He wrote back: “My son, during these last few days, I 
have been thinking about you and your question. When I anointed you at the altar of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, I 
said a prayer through which I consecrated your life to Our Lady. It was not from a book but from my heart as a son of 
Mary. I consecrated you to her as I was consecrated myself at the age of twelve in 1945. The Mother of God has protect-
ed me like a mother. Through suffering, illness, and persecution, and in moments when I could not understand my life, I 
found refuge and comfort in the Immaculate Heart of Mary.” Four years later, this message still takes my breath away.  
 

My journey has been long and it continues now. But that’s how it works. Our journey is Mary’s journey. Our journey 
with her is the journey of the Church. Just as Mary nurtured the Christ Child born in a manger, she nurtures us through 
her love and her prayers. Just as she walked with Jesus along the dusty roads of Galilee, she walks with us when we en-
counter love and joy, pain and sadness, strength and weakness. Just as Mary stood in prayer at the foot of the Cross, she 
stands in prayer with us and for us when we’re happy, when we’re grieving, when we’re healthy or sick, when we’re 
young, and when we’re near death. She stands with us as she stood with her crucified son: devotedly, lovingly, uncondi-
tionally. And just as Mary rejoiced with the disciples when the Lord was risen from death, she rejoices with us when we 
find joy in life’s simple pleasures; when we reach out to the poor, the sick, and the hungry; and when we grow in prayer, 
fellowship, and service. This is my journey with our Blessed Mother. This is my long and winding road. What’s yours? 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 
ASSISI PROJECT SPRING RAFFLE 

“SWEET KISSES” HAND PAINTED ICON 
Tickets Available Through June 10th! 

 

Now through June 10th, the Assisi Project is sponsoring a 
Spring Raffle for a beautiful hand painted icon called 
“Sweet Kisses” which beautifully depicts Our Blessed 
Mother holding her Son. Throughout the Christian world, 
icons are venerated as windows into heaven and are 
known to be powerful instruments of divine grace and 
miracles. This particular icon was handcrafted in Greece 
using traditional tempera paint and gold leaf. It was 
blessed on the relics of Saint Spyridon the Wonderworker, 
a third century saint whose incorrupt relics are believed 
to be the source of many miracles. 
 

All proceeds from the Assisi Project’s Spring Raffle will be 
donated to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. A donation 
of $1.00 per ticket is requested. We hope to raise $2,000!
Tickets can be purchased after various daily and weekend 
Masses in our churches; at our parish offices; and by con-
tacting Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-281
-4820. The icon appears on the cover of this week’s news-
letter and can be viewed online at assisiproject.com. 
Thank you for your generous support! 

 
HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 
Saturday, June 3rd· 9:00am-2:00pm 

 

On Saturday, June 3rd, the Holy Family Women’s Guild 
will host the Annual Strawberry Festival from 9:00am un-
til 2:00pm in Saint Ann Church Hall. This year’s theme is 
“Life on Cape Ann” because everyone who lives here 
knows that there isn’t a better or more beautiful place on 
earth to live, work, worship, or raise a family!  
 

This year’s Strawberry Festival will feature art, home-
made baked goods and preserves, crafts of all kinds, and 
all things related to the garden (including annuals and 
perennials)! We’ll have a “Mug Up” with hand-made ce-
ramic mug and snack bar featuring pulled-pork sand-
wiches, Italian Cookies, Mickey’s Muffins, Papa’s Biscotti, 
Cindy’s Scones, Jam from the Jam Ladies, and our famous 
strawberry shortcake. Mahroussie Jabba will also be serv-
ing middle eastern food. And as always, vintage treasures 
will be offered for sale in our “Granny’s Attic!” 
 

Whether you’re a crafter or a carpenter, a knitter, baker, 
or basket-weaver, we need your help! Whether you’re an 
artist, gardener, or handyman, we need your help! And if 
someone is willing and able to volunteer with setting up 
or cleaning up, we need your help, too! All proceeds from 
the Strawberry Festival benefit Holy Family Parish. For 
more information, please contact Jane Marshall at 978-283
-5111. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
____________________ 

 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE OF THANKS  
TO SOME VERY SPECIAL PEOPLE 

 

Some weeks, it seems that the entirety of our weekly 
newsletter should be given over to thanking the count-
less fellow parishioners, friends, and volunteers who 
make possible all of the good, holy, and sometimes mi-
raculous things that happen in the Catholic Community 
of Gloucester & Rockport!  
 

This week, I wish to thank Betsy Works and her team of 
volunteers (see page 2) who did such an amazing job in 
preparing our young disciples for First Holy Commun-
ion. Betsy’s dedication, hard work, and boundless crea-
tivity made this year’s program of preparation perhaps 
the most inspiring of my priesthood. And her catechists 
and volunteers are unmatched in their devotion to this 
important ministry. 
 

In addition, I wish to sincerely thank Cliff Garvey, along 
with members of the Legion of Mary and the Assisi Pro-
ject for making our spring day of prayer and reflection so 
special. Special thanks also go to Patricia Bertero, Mary 
Duran, Darice McIntyre, Cynthia Wood, Jane Russo, and 
many others who helped with our delicious picnic lunch! 
 

More than 75 parishioners, friends, and guests turned out 
to hear Cliff reflect on the “Joy & Power of the Rosary.” 
Cliff’s deeply prayerful reflections received such positive 
feedback that I have asked him to adapt them as messag-
es for our weekly newsletter (see page 3). I am so grateful 
for his commitment, hard work, and good friendship. 
Peace and blessings to all! Thank you! — Father Jim 
 

THE LEGION OF MARY 
New Members Always Welcome! 

 

Each week, members of the Legion of Mary from both 
Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Par-
ish reach out to our aged, disabled, homebound, and sick 
fellow parishioners. They visit people in their homes and 
apartments, hospitals, and nursing homes. They pray 
together, offer companionship, and share God’s love and 
mercy with those who are so often lonely and forgotten. 
Last week, the Legion of Mary visited and prayed with  
sixty-nine fellow parishioners! 
 

Each Wednesday afternoon at 4:00pm, the Legion of 
Mary meets in our parish center (located at 74 Pleasant 
Street in Gloucester) to pray the Rosary, share their faith 
experience, and participate in a period of formation un-
der the guidance of their spiritual director. For more in-
formation about the Legion of Mary and its good work in 
our parish communities, please leave a message for Sue 
Demetri at 978-281-4820 or at sdemetri2000@yahoo.com. 
The Legion of Mary warmly welcomes new members! All 
are invited! Please join us!  
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 
HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 

JALAPENO’S RESTAURANT FUNDRAISER 
Wednesday, May 17th· Begins at 4:00pm 

 

On Wednesday, May 17th, all are invited to join the Holy 
Family Women’s Guild for a fundraising night at Jala-
peno’s Restaurant, which is located at 86 Main Street in 
Gloucester. Beginning at 4:00pm until closing, Jalapeno’s 
will donate 10% of all dinner checks (including take-out) 
to Holy Family Parish! Please invite your family, friends, 
and neighbors for an evening of good food, fellowship, 
and fundraising for our parish! Please join us! All are in-
vited! All are welcome! 

 
HOLY FAMILY PARISH MISSION 
Cevicos Mission Request for Prayers 

 

Missionaries sponsored by Holy Family Parish will be 
making their next trip to Cevicos, Dominican Republic, 
from May 13th through May 20th. Throughout the week, 
they will be holding medical clinics, making home visits, 
and sharing in the prayer life of the local community. This 
year, our missionaries will also celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the apparition of Our Lady of Fatima, the pa-
troness of the congregation of sisters who are our partners 
in bringing Christ to families and families to Christ. 
 

During this week of prayer, fellowship, and service in 
Cevicos, please pray for our missionaries, for the sisters 
(Las Hermanas Dominicas de Fatima), and for the good 
people of Cevicos. For more information about the Holy 
Family Parish Mission in Cevicos and its good work, 
please contact us at info@holyfamilycevicos.com or join 
us online at holyfamilycevicos.com. Thank you for your 
prayers and ongoing support! 

 
OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE 

CROWNING PENNY SALE 
Monday, May 22nd at 7:00pm 

 

All parishioners and friends of the Catholic Community 
of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish for the next “Penny Sale” on Mon-
day, May 22nd at 7:00pm in Our Lady’s Hall. As always, 
we’ll have great prizes, delicious home-made sweet 
bread, delicious food and snacks, and a 50-50 raffle. 
 

All proceeds from the Penny Sale benefit Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish. Donations are being accepted at our 
parish office (located at 74 Pleasant Street in Gloucester) 
during regular business hours. For more information, 
please contact Linda Galvin at lingalv2020@gmail.com 
and 617-803-6050. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 

 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
____________________ 

 
THE ASSISI PROJECT 

TENTH ANNUAL FALL PILGRIMAGE 
November 3rd-November 11th 

 

For the tenth consecutive year, Father Jim, Cliff Garvey, 
and the Assisi Project are sponsoring a week-long, small-
group pilgrimage to Assisi, Italy. Each year, our pilgrims 
have literally walked in the footsteps of Saint Francis and 
Saint Clare. This year, from November 3rd through No-
vember 11th, we will journey again to Assisi and to the 
Franciscan Sanctuary at La Verna. 
 

Each morning, we will begin with Morning Prayer from 
the Liturgy of the Hours and Mass. Father Jim celebrates 
Masses at the Basilica of Saint Francis, the Basilica of Our 
Lady of Angels, the Carceri Hermitage, and the Sanctu-
ary at La Verna. Each afternoon, our pilgrims will have 
the free time and guidance to explore Assisi at their own 
pace and to visit its many churches, cafes, museums, and 
shops. Each evening, we will gather for supper, followed 
by Evening Prayer, a reflection, and faith sharing. 
 

As a fellowship of pilgrims, we will explore the historic 
Basilicas of Saint Francis and Saint Clare. Each of these 
great basilicas contains the tombs of the saints, holy rel-
ics, priceless frescoes and other works of art, along with  
quiet chapels for personal prayer and worship. We will 
also visit the Basilica of Saint Rufino, where Francis and 
Clare were baptized; the Church of Saint Damian where 
Christ spoke to Francis and hastened his conversion; the 
Carceri Hermitage where Francis and his first followers 
retreated for prayer and contemplation; and the chapel 
known as the Porziuncola, which is considered the home 
church of the worldwide Franciscan community.  
 

In addition, we will spend leisurely afternoons in and 
around the Piazza del Commune, Assisi’s city center, 
with its ancient Roman temple (now a Catholic Church), 
sidewalk cafes, restaurants, and shops. Our more adven-
turous pilgrims will also have a chance to visit the Rocca 
Maggiore, the great medieval fortress with its stunning 
views of Assisi, the Spoleto Valley, and Mount Subasio. 
And finally, we will travel to La Verna, the mountain 
sanctuary in Tuscany, where Saint Francis received the 
stigmata. At La Verna, we will celebrate Mass, have 
lunch, and participate in the daily procession that com-
memorates how Saint Francis received the five wounds 
of the Crucified Christ.  
 

The cost of this extraordinary pilgrimage is $3,399 per 
person and includes roundtrip airfare & fees; ground 
transportation (except personal taxis); guest house ac-
commodations (single room & bathroom); and all meals. 
For more information, please contact Cliff Garvey at 
cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820; or join us 
online at assisiproject.com. Space is limited! Join us! 
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OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
_____________________ 

 
HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

Weekend of May 6th—May 7th 
 

Weekly Offerings            $5,855.00 
 

Electronic Donations              $878.00 
 

Total Offerings            $6,733.00 
 

Second Collection                  N/A 
 

Grand Annual Collection        $36,804.00 
 

Saint Ann Church Restoration        $220,497.00   
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 
OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 

Weekend of April 29th—April 30th 
 

Weekly Offerings           $2,973.00 
 

Electronic Donations               $30.00 
 

Total Offerings           $3,003.00 
 

Second Collection (Mother’s Day)        $1,033.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection       $30,408.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 
SANCTUARY GIFTS 

 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested do-
nation for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Katherine Abrahamson 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Eunice Hemmer 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

In Memory of Mary Lovasco 
Sanctuary Gifts· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

In Memory of Manuel I. Garcia 
Sanctuary Flowers· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary candles, 
flowers, or gifts for a special intention or in memory of a 
deceased friend or loved one, please contact Melissa Unis 
at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you for 
your generous support of the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport at Holy Family Parish and Our 
Lady of Good Voyage Parish! May God bless you and 
your family — now and always! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 
MAY 13—MAY 21, 2017 

Saturday, May 13 Vigil· Fifth Sunday of Easter 

4:00pm· Saint Ann For All Mothers 

6:00pm· OLGV For All Mothers 

Sunday, May 14 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

7:00am· OLGV For All Mothers 

8:15am· Saint Ann For All Mothers 

10:00am· Saint Joachim For All Mothers 

11:45am· OLGV For All Mothers 

5:00pm· Saint Ann For All Mothers 

 Fifth Week of Easter 

Monday, May 15 
8:00am· OLGV Manuel I. Garcia 

Tuesday, May 16 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Reverend Leo Dionne, OMI 

Wednesday, May 17 
8:00am· OLGV Manuel Philip Souza III 

Thursday, May 18 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Santo Militello 

Friday, May 19 
8:00am· OLGV Nicholas J. Gelsomini 

Saturday, May 20 
8:00am· Saint Ann Adolph Leonowert 

Saturday, May 20 Vigil· Sixth Sunday of Easter 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Tony & Rose Testaverde 

6:00pm· OLGV Michael Fontana 

Sunday, May 21 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

7:00am· OLGV Norman J. Dulong, Jr. 

8:15am· Saint Ann Pietro Noto 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Thomas & Rose Lupo 

11:45am· OLGV William & Elizabeth Jugon 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 


