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Rejoice in God’s Law
By Dianne Bergant, CSA

Many of us have a negative 
attitude toward the law. We 
find it restrictive, confining, a 

threat to our sense of personal freedom 
and independence. This attitude is far 
from the way ancient Israel perceived 
their Law. Deuteronomy insists that if 
they observe the Law, the neighboring 
nations will be edified: “This great nation 
is truly a wise and discerning people” 
(4:6). To the Israelites, the Law (the 
Torah) was a guide that showed them 
how they were to live out their covenant 
commitment to God in peace and justice. 
Psalm 19 captures this essence when 
it says, “The law of the LORD is perfect, 

refreshing the soul…The precepts of 
the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart” 
(v. 8-9). Because Jesus often stood in 
opposition to the religious leaders of his 
day, we might forget that he was really 
an observant Jew. His criticism was not 
of the Law itself but of the ways it was 
sometimes interpreted by others. Jesus 
makes it clear that he did not come to 
abolish the Law but to fulfill it, to show 
us how we are to value it and abide by it. 

Scripture underscores the importance 
of teaching God’s laws to others, 
presumably the next generation. 
During this time of year, when children 
and catechumens are beginning new 
instruction in the faith, it is a good time 
for each of us to reexamine our attitude 
toward the laws of God and the Church 
that guide our lives. † 

Sunday Readings

Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–8
Moses introduces the commandments.

James 1:17–18, 21–22, 27
“Every perfect gift is from above.”

Mark 7:1–8, 14–15, 21–23
Evils come from within. 

Liguori Publications l Liguori.org

A Word From Pope 
Francis 
When we speak of the 
visible reality of the 
Church, we shouldn’t 
just think of [leaders] 
and the consecrated 
people. The visible reality of the Church 
is made up of the many baptized 
brothers and sisters in the world who 
believe, hope, and love. Many times we 
hear: “The Church doesn’t do this, the 
Church does not do something else.” 
...Tell me, who is the Church?....The 
Church is...us! All baptized persons are 
the Church, Jesus’ Church. Made up 
of: all those who follow the Lord Jesus 
and who, in his name, come close to 
the least and the suffering, seeking to 
offer...relief, comfort, and peace: those 
who do what the Lord commanded of 
us are the Church. We understand also, 
that the visible reality of the Church is 
not measurable...How can we know all 
the good that is done? So many works 
of love, so much fidelity in families, 
so much effort to educate children, to 
transmit the faith, so much suffering 
among the sick who offer their suffering 
up to the Lord….This cannot be 
measured and it is very great! How can 
we know the marvels that, through us, 
Christ work(s) in every person? Even the 
visible reality of the Church is beyond 
our control...It is a mysterious reality 
because it comes from God.  
General Audience, October 29, 2014





who receive public assistance. The 
nation’s mindset shifted; no longer did 
Americans expect the government to 
take care of people in need. In fact, 
many came to view the government and 
its social programs as a great enabler 
of undeserving masses of freeloaders 
duping society and beating the system.

The current national battle over 
entitlements has continued the war on 
the poor. Civil debate has deteriorated 
into political spins, stigmatizing, and 

name-calling. Nutrition programs, 
Head Start, veterans’ pensions, 
unemployment assistance, low-income 
energy and housing assistance, food 
stamps, and Medicaid give people the 
basics to survive and thrive. Doesn’t 
everyone have the right to a standard 
of living conducive to good health and 
well-being? What about the right to 
security in the event of uncontrollable 
circumstances like unemployment or 
disability? The right to a decent standard 
of living becomes a casualty in the battle 
over entitlements.

In any economy, the poor suffer most. 
As Jesus said, “The poor you will always 
have with you” (Matthew 26:11). The 
United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops supports policies that protect 
human life and dignity. But this work is 
not for churches or governments alone; 
it’s for all of us, and we must work 
together. We must strengthen families, 
encourage and reward productive labor, 
and avoid placing unnecessary burdens 
on people and families struggling to live 
in dignity. And we should not do this 
work begrudgingly; we should be proud 
of it. 
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Rights vs. 
Entitlements
Fr. Bruce Lewandowski, CSsR

A faded sign in the window of a 
small storefront near my home 
declares, “We offer a hand up, 

not a handout!” A Salvation Army social-
service center offers food vouchers; a 
stone’s throw away, the Catholic Worker 
offers a free clinic. Churches and church 
organizations have been in the charity 
business for centuries, so it’s hard to 
imagine a faith community of any 
denomination void of an outreach or 
assistance program. We expect it—and 
for the most part, we’re proud of it.

For decades, expectations for 
our churches have spilled over into 
expectations for our government. Early 
in United States history, the colonies 
imported the British Poor Laws that 
ensured people would have food, 
clothing, and shelter. Throughout the 
1800s, social programs like the Civil 
War Pension Program of 1862 helped 
struggling families. After the Great 
Depression, social-welfare programs 
came into their own as structured 
agencies—it seemed to make sense. Our 
nation’s greatness was predicated on how 
well we cared for our most vulnerable 
people. The idea bolstered the Great 
Society programs of the 1960s and early 
1970s. We expected our government to 
care—and for the most part, we were 
proud of it.

The 1976 presidential campaign 
coined the pejorative phrase “welfare 
queen,” and an unfortunate recurring 
trend began—the vilification of people 

Mon.  Weekday: 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 /  
Luke 4:16–30

Tue.  Weekday: 1 Thessalonians 5:1–6, 9–11 / 
Luke 4:31–37

Wed.  Weekday:  Colossians 1:1–8 /  
Luke 4:38–44

Thu.   St. Gregory the Great:  
Colossians 1:9–14 / Luke 5:1–11

Fri. Weekday:  
 Colossians 1:15–20 / Luke 5:33–39
Sat.  Weekday: 
 Colossians 1:21–23 / Luke 6:1–5 

• What is in my heart?

•  With what gifts and talents has God 

blessed me?

Lord, you come from the heart of 

the Trinity. Give me a pure heart, that 

I may reflect your goodness and love.

Faithful Meditations for Every Day in 
Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage 

and Mary Ann McSweeny
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