
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport 
 
 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH ∙ OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
 

A Community United in Prayer, Fellowship, and Service 
 

The Nativity of the Lord ∙ December 25, 2015 

 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport 
Please Join Us! All Are Welcome! 

 

Mail:  60 Prospect Street ∙ Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930 
Phone: 978-281-4820·  Fax: 978-281-4964·  Email: office@ccgronline.com ·  Online: ccgronline.com 

Pastoral Office: 74 Pleasant Street ·  Office Hours: Monday through Friday 10:00am-4:00pm 
Cover Art: “The Nativity of the Lord” by Jody Cole | jcoleicons.com 

Merry Christmas! 
 

Our Pastor’s Message: Welcome Home! — Page 3 
 

_____________________________ 



2 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport                                      The Nativity of the Lord 

The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
_____________________ 

 

THE CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 
 

The Proclamation of the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord at Christmas from the Roman Martyrology is based on 
sacred scripture and formally declares the birth of the Christ Child. The Christmas Proclamation begins with the crea-
tion of the world and relates the Lord’s birth with major events in human history. Those events help us to appreciate the 
birth of Jesus within the broad context of salvation history. On Christmas Eve, December 24th, the Proclamation is recit-
ed as part of the Liturgy of the Hours and may also be announced at Mass. So, let us raise our hearts and voices in pray-
er as we proclaim the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ to the whole world! Merry Christmas! 
 

The twenty-fifth day of December, 
when ages beyond number had run their course from the creation of the world, 

when God in the beginning created heaven and earth, 
and formed man in his own likeness; 

when century upon century had passed  
since the Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood, 

as a sign of covenant and peace; 
in the twenty-first century since Abraham, 

our father in faith, came out of Ur of the Chaldees; 
in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel 

were led by Moses in the Exodus from Egypt; 
around the thousandth year since David was anointed King; 

in the sixty-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel; 
in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 

in the year seven hundred and fifty-two since the foundation of the City of Rome; 
in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus, 

the whole world was at peace, 
Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 

desiring to consecrate the world by his most loving presence, 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

and when nine months had passed since his conception, 
was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man: 

the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 
 

Glory to God in the highest 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests! 

 

May Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace,  
have mercy on us and on the whole world! Amen! Amen! 
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Our Pastor’s Message 
_____________________ 

 

WELCOME HOME! 
 

As a child, I grew up in a household infused with reli-
gious belief and practice. As a family, we attended Mass 
on a weekly basis. We said grace before meals. We even 
prayed the Rosary together. And as a high school and col-
lege student, I volunteered with my home parish’s youth 
faith formation program. For me, the Church has always 
been a place of peace, a consolation during times of trial, 
and a second home. 
 

Sadly, we know that many people of faith and goodwill 
do not feel this way. During the past few decades, all too 
many people have left the Catholic Church behind. Some 
feel unable to join us for Mass for cultural, family, finan-
cial, or personal reasons. Others simply feel unwelcome 
for reasons related to their marital status, sexual orienta-
tion, or simple lack of knowledge about the Church and 
its  teachings and traditions. 
 

At Christmas, however, many of our brothers and sisters 
in faith come home to the Church to experience again the 
miraculous joy of that holy night when God humbled 
himself and was born among us as a child. Even if for just 
one Christmas Mass, they come in search of peace, conso-
lation, and meaning in their lives. They come in search of 
something that the world cannot offer: God’s endless love, 
intimate friendship, and boundless mercy. Whether they 
know it or not, they come — called by the Lord —to find 
their place in the Church, our spiritual home. 
 

To those who join us this week for the first time or for the 
first time in a long time: I welcome you with open arms 
and an open heart on behalf of all of your fellow parish-
ioners. We welcome you back to Mass with the fervent 
prayer that you will join us again and again as often as 
you can. And we say to you with love and all sincerity: 
Welcome Home! You are always welcome here! 
 

To those who join us regularly for Mass and for the many 
opportunities for prayer, fellowship, and service that are 
offered at our parishes, I welcome you as always with a 
handshake, a hug, and a goofy smile on behalf of all of 
your fellow parishioners. We welcome you back with the 
fervent prayer that we will together practice what we 
preach; that we will welcome the stranger; truly live the 
Gospel; share it with love; and work together to rebuild 
and strengthen the Church, which is now and always our 
second home. Welcome home! 
 

At Christmas and always, be assured of my humble and 
sincere prayers for all who live, work, and worship in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, and for 
all who join us to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord. And I 
beg you to pray for me and for our pastoral team. 
 

Peace and blessings to all for a Merry Christmas, 
Father Jim 

Our Worship Schedule 
____________________ 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

In the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, the 
celebration of Mass is the source and summit of our com-
munity’s joy and the center of our life of prayer, fellow-
ship, and service. Regardless of where we might worship, 
the Holy Eucharist brings God’s consolation, love, and 
mercy into our midst; it brings the Real Presence of Jesus 
Christ into our lives and hearts! All are welcome to join 
us for Mass and to receive Holy Communion in accord-
ance with their conscience and the teachings of the Cath-
olic Church. Each week, we celebrate Masses according 
to the following schedule: 
 

Saturday Vigil Masses 
Saint Ann Church · 4:00pm 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church · 6:00pm 
 

Sunday Masses 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church · 7:00am 

Saint Ann Church · 8:15am 
Saint Joachim Church · 10:00am 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church · 11:45am 
Saint Ann Church · 5:00pm (English & Portuguese) 

 

Mass is also celebrated every morning (Monday through 
Saturday at 8:00am). For more information about the lo-
cation of our Daily Mass or if you would like to join one 
of our parishes, please contact Father Jim at 978-281-4820 
or frjim@ccgronline.com. Please join us! All are welcome! 

 

SPECIAL MESSAGE OF THANKS 
TO SOME VERY SPECIAL PEOPLE 

 

It is not possible to properly thank each and every 
parishioner who contributes their time, talent and 
treasure to making our parishes such special places to 
love and serve the Lord. Nevertheless, Father Jim wishes 
to thank some very special people for their dedication 
and hard work to both Holy Family Parish and Our Lady 
of Good Voyage Parish. 
 

Many thanks to Our Lady’s Guild for making this year’s 
Christmas Fair such a great success — raising more than 
$6,000 for the parish. The Guild’s energy and enthusiasm 
are both amazing and contagious! 
 

Likewise, special thanks to Tony Ciolino of Holy Family 
Parish for his beautiful work in repairing and restoring so 
many of the pews in Saint Ann Church. In addition, Tony 
has done a masterful job of repainting the angels that 
hold the statues of Jesus and Saint Ann in the sanctuary 
of the church. 
 

Peace, blessings, and thanks to all who serve our parish 
communities in a spirit of prayer, fellowship, and service!  
 

Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! 
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Youth Faith Formation News 
____________________ 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
CALLING YOUNG DISCIPLES! 

 

As we begin to reimagine and rebuild our youth faith for-
mation programs, it is important to remember that all chil-
dren and teenagers are invited to participate in the life of 
our parishes: as altar servers, as players in our dramatiza-
tion of the Epiphany, and as singers or instrumentalists in 
our Youth Choir. These are not just seasonal events but 
formative opportunities for children of all ages to gather 
in prayer, to learn about the teachings and traditions of 
the Church, and to live their faith in a true spirit of prayer, 
fellowship, and service. For more information about 
youth faith formation in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, please see Fr. Jim or contact Betsy 
Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820.  
 

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY YOUTH PAGEANT 
Saturday, January 2nd· 4:00pm Vigil Mass 

 

During the Season of Christmas, the Catholic Church will 
celebrate the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord dur-
ing the weekend of January 2nd-3rd. Traditionally, the 
Epiphany commemorates the coming of the Magi from 
the East who  pay homage to the newborn Prince of Peace, 
Jesus Christ. These wise men paid tribute to the Lord by 
bringing gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

As part of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rock-
port’s celebration of the Solemnity of the Epiphany, we 
invite the children of our parishes to participate in a 
dramatization of the coming of the Magi during the 
4:00pm Vigil Mass on Saturday, January 2nd in Saint Ann 
Church. We are seeking children for the roles of angels, 
shepherds, the Magi, and the Holy Family. If your child or 
grandchild would like to participate in this beautiful holi-
day tradition, please contact Sue Demetri at 978-239-5615 
or sdemetri2000@yahoo.com. Please join us! All are invit-
ed! All are welcome! 
 

CCGR YOUTH CHOIR 
Tuesdays at 5:00pm· Saint Ann Church 

 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport Youth 
Choir meets for practice and rehearsal every Tuesday af-
ternoon at 5:00pm in Saint Ann Church. The Youth Choir, 
along with an ensemble of talented young instrumental-
ists, sings every weekend during Mass at one of our three 
churches: Saint Ann Church, Saint Joachim Church, and 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. 
 

The Youth Choir welcomes new members (ranging in age 
from kindergarten through eighth grade). Singing in the 
choir is a great way to make new friends and participate 
in the life of our parishes! For more information, please 
contact Patty Natti at pnatti@comcast.net or leave a mes-
sage by calling 978-281-4820. All are welcome! 

Prayer, Fellowship & Service 
____________________ 

 

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS SCHEDULE 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
Thursday, December 31st—Friday, January 1st 

 

All are invited to join the Catholic Community of Glouces-
ter & Rockport for Holy Mass as we celebrate the Solemni-
ty of Mary, Mother of God on Thursday, December 31st 
and Friday, January 1st. Masses will be celebrated accord-
ing to the following schedule: 
 

New Year’s Eve 
Vigil· Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Thursday, December 31st 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church· 4:00pm 

 

New Year’s Day 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Friday, January 1st 
Saint Ann Church· 8:15am 

Saint Joachim Church· 10:00am 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church· 11:45am 

 

All parishioners and friends are reminded that the Solem-
nity of Mary, Mother of God is a Holy Day of Obligation 
for Roman Catholics. It also commemorates the World 
Day of Peace in Catholic Churches throughout the world. 
For more information, please contact Father Jim at 978-281
-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. All are welcome! 

 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY 
Sunday, January 3rd· 6:30pm· Our Lady’s Hall 

 

The Holy Name Society of Our Lady of Good Voyage Par-
ish is an organization of men which was founded to 
prayerfully support the parish through fundraising and 
volunteer service. The Holy Name Society meets on the 
first Sunday evening of each month in Our Lady’s Parish 
Hall. Our next meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 
3rd at 6:30pm. For more information about the Holy Name 
Society and its good work in our parish, please contact 
Michael Horgan at 978-281-4820. Please join us! New 
members are always welcome! 
 

OUR LADY’S GUILD 
Monday, January 4th· 6:30pm· Our Lady’s Hall 

 

Since 1944, Our Lady’s Guild has worked to build commu-
nity among women of all ages in Our Lady of Good Voy-
age Parish through prayer, good works, social activities, 
and fundraising events. Our next meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, January 4th at 6:30pm in Our Lady’s Hall. After 
our business meeting, we will hold a silent auction. All 
members are reminded to bring their food and auction 
donations. Fatima Lourenço and Rose DeLima will serve 
as co-chairwomen. For more information about becoming 
a member of Our Lady’s Guild, please contact Linda Gal-
vin at lingalv2010@gmail.com. All are welcome! 
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Prayer, Fellowship & Service 
____________________ 

 

THE HOLY ROSARY 
Every Morning After Daily Mass 

 

All are invited to join us every morning after Daily Mass 
in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport as 
we pray the Holy Rosary. By praying the Rosary, we 
grow closer to our Lord by meditating on the mysteries of 
his life, death, and resurrection; and we grow closer to our 
Blessed Mother by asking for her intercession for our-
selves, our parishes, and our world. All are welcome! 

 

DAILY PRAYER RESOURCES ONLINE 
Join us: ccgronline.com/prayer 

 

Our website now includes a weekly schedule for praying 
the Liturgy of the Hours (along with links to praying it 
online). Our site also features links to Sharing the Word 
and Sunday Soundbites (which are 90 second reflections 
on the daily and weekend Mass readings). So, please join 
us online everyday for a few moments of prayer and re-
flection at ccgronline.com/prayer. All are welcome! 

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Help Us Help Others! 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization dedicated to responding to any request from 
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we 
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy on Cape Ann. 
During the winter months, our “Clothes Closet” is open 
on Saturday mornings only from 10:00am until 1:00pm. In 
addition, our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable 
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of all 
of our churches. The Food Pantry currently needs the fol-
lowing items: 
 

Canned Chicken or Ham· Chicken or Tuna Helper 
Mayonnaise· Instant Potatoes· Canned Stew 
Pancake Mix & Maple Syrup· Chef Boyardee 

Jelly & Crackers· Juice· Jarred Pasta Sauce 
 

Donation envelopes are also located at the entrances of 
our churches and can be placed in the offertory basket or 
mailed to the parish center. Checks should be made paya-
ble to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are held 
on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm in 
Saint Ann Church Hall. New members and volunteers are 
always welcome! For more information, please contact 
Annette Kennedy at 978-283-1268 or Harry Miller at 978-
281-2701. For assistance, please contact the Saint Vincent 
de Paul Society Hotline at 978-281-8672. Thank you for 
your ongoing generosity! 
 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com 

Follow us on Twitter: @ccgronline 
 

Youth Faith Formation News 
____________________ 

 

WELCOMING BETSY WORKS 
Associate Minister of Youth Faith Formation 

 

Four months ago, the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport embarked on a groundbreaking journey to 
reimagine, rebuild and restructure our youth faith for-
mation programs at all grade levels. Since that time, we 
have focused primarily on preparing students for the Sac-
raments of First Penance, First Holy Communion, and 
Confirmation. We chose an exciting and well-received 
new curriculum for our 100 first and second grade stu-
dents: RCL Benzinger’s acclaimed “Blessed Are We” pro-
gram. Thanks to the good work of Pat Sears, Barry King-
ston, and their team of volunteers at “New Spirit”, we 
held a very successful evening of prayer and reflection 
for our 58 Confirmation students. And we celebrated  
incredible weekends of Family Masses in October and 
December, emphasizing the timeless truth that Mass is 
our best class and Jesus is our best teacher. A good start! 
 

Now, we are delighted to announce that Betsy Works has 
joined our pastoral team as Associate Minister for Youth 
Faith Formation. Betsy is a person of deep faith and pray-
er who attends Daily Mass, serves as a Lector and Eucha-
ristic Minister at Our Lady of Good Voyage Church, and 
has become an active member of the Assisi Project. She is 
also a dedicated, talented, and experienced educator who 
has served as an elementary school teacher and reading 
specialist, a mentor for student teachers, and most recent-
ly as an advocate for students with learning disabilities. 
Betsy’s experience, skills, and unique qualifications will 
be a true blessing to our program and to our students. 
Please pray for Betsy, for our catechists & volunteers, and 
for all of our students and their families! 
 

CELEBRATION OF 
FIRST PENANCE & RECONCILIATION 

Saturday, January 9th· 11:00am· Saint Ann Church 
 

This year, sixty-four of our youngest fellow parishioners 
from both Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish are preparing for their First Holy Com-
munion. On Saturday, January 9th at 11:00am in Saint 
Ann Church, those young disciples will participate in the 
Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation (Confession) for 
the first time. All parents, grandparents, godparents, 
friends, and family members are also invited to join us 
for this special celebration in the lives of these young dis-
ciples of Christ Jesus. 
 

As First Penance approaches, please pray for all of our 
students and their families, and for all of our catechists 
and volunteers! For more information about our youth 
faith formation program, please contact Betsy Works at 
978-281-4820 or bworks@ccgronline.com! May God bless 
our children at Christmas and always! 
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Financial News 
_____________________ 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
 

In order to have our weekly bulletin wrapped and ready 
for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, it was necessarily 
sent to the printer before information about last week’s 
offerings were available for publication. So, please check 
this space next week for two week’s worth of financial 
news for both Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish. As always, thank you for your generous 
and ongoing support of our faith communities! Peace 
and blessings to all for a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year! May God bless us, everyone! 

 

PARISH PAY 
Electronic Giving Now Offered at Both Parishes! 

 

Electronic giving is now available at both Holy Family 
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. At parish-
pay.com, it is easy, simple, and safe to make online dona-
tions to your home parish using a credit card, debit card, 
or electronic check. Donations can be made on a one-time
-only or ongoing basis. And it takes just a few minutes to 
set up a secure personal account. So, please prayerfully 
consider supporting your parish by giving electronically! 
 

For more information about electronic giving in the Cath-
olic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please visit 
parishpay.com or contact Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or 
frjim@ccgronline.com. If you need any assistance with 
setting up an account, please contact Linda Rogers at 978-
281-4820 or lrogers@ccgronline.com. Thank you for your 
generous and ongoing support of our parishes! Merry 
Christmas! Happy New Year! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary 
lamps, and altar gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for 
a special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested do-
nation for a sanctuary lamp is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of the Karem Family 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Dr. Gerald Kochansky 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Alan Wilson 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary gifts in 
memory of a deceased friend or loved one, please contact 
Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
Thank you for your generous support of Holy Family 
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

Our Mass Intentions 
_____________________ 

 

DECEMBER 26, 2015—JANUARY 3, 2016 

Saturday, December 26 Vigil· Feast of the Holy Family 

4:00pm ·  Saint Ann Joseph P. Nicastro 

6:00pm ·  OLGV John, Margaret & Milton Camille 

Sunday, December 27 Feast of the Holy Family 

7:00am ·  OLGV Joseph Scola, Jr. 

8:15am ·  Saint Ann Luigi DiMaria 

10:00am ·  Saint Joachim Grazia & Salvatore Storniolo 

11:45am ·  OLGV Corey McCollum 

5:00pm ·  Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 Octave of Christmas 

Monday, December 28 
8:00am ·  OLGV 

Guadalupe Maria Renteria Lopez 

Tuesday, December 29 
8:00am ·  Saint Joachim For the Souls in Purgatory 

Wednesday, December 30 
8:00am ·  OLGV 

For the Souls in Purgatory 

Thursday, December 31 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Kitty Kane 

Friday, January 1 
New Year’s Eve & New Year’s Day 

Masses for the People 

Saturday, January 2 
8:00am ·  Saint Ann Joseph P. Parisi 

Saturday, January 2 Vigil· Epiphany of the Lord 

4:00pm ·  Saint Ann Joseph Barbagallo & Sisters 

6:00pm ·  OLGV Herbert O. Hultin 

Sunday, January 3 Epiphany of the Lord 

7:00am ·  OLGV Orlando Reis 

8:15am ·  Saint Ann Joseph Parisi 

10:00am ·  Saint Joachim Robert McConnell 

11:45am ·  OLGV John Orlando & Matteo Russo 

5:00pm ·  Saint Ann Mass for the People 


