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Jubilee Year of Mercy 
An Invitation to Experience God’s Love  

______________________________ 

THE WORKS OF MERCY 
SHARING GOD’S LOVE WITH OTHERS 

 

The Works of Mercy are actions that extend God’s com-
passion, love, and mercy to those in need. More specifical-
ly, the Spiritual Works of Mercy are those actions through 
which we help others meet their emotional and spiritual 
needs. The Corporal Works of Mercy are those actions 
through which we help others meet their temporal or ma-
terial needs. 
 

The Corporal Works of Mercy 
Feed the Hungry 

Give Drink to the Thirsty 
Clothe the Naked 

Shelter the Homeless 
Visit the Sick 

Visit the Imprisoned 
Bury the Dead 

 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy 
Counsel the Doubtful 
Instruct the Ignorant 
Comfort the Afflicted 

Forgive Offenses 
Bear Wrongs Patiently 

Pray for the Living and the Dead 
 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC): 
“The works of mercy are charitable actions by which we 
come to the aid of our neighbor in his spiritual and bodily 
necessities. Instructing, advising, consoling, comforting 
are spiritual works of mercy, as are forgiving and bearing 
wrongs patiently. The corporal works of mercy consist 
especially in feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, 
clothing the naked, visiting the sick and imprisoned, and 
burying the dead. Among all these, giving alms to the 
poor is one of the chief witnesses to fraternal charity: it is 
also a work of justice pleasing to God (CCC 2447).” 
 

Likewise, in his announcement of the Extraordinary Jubi-
lee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis said: “Mercy is the very 
foundation of the Church’s life. All of her pastoral activity 
should be caught up in the tenderness she makes present 
to believers; nothing in her preaching and in her witness 
to the world can be lacking in mercy. The Church’s very 
credibility is seen in how she shows merciful and compas-
sionate love.” 
 

For more information about upcoming programs and 
events commemorating the Jubilee Year of Mercy in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please 
contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820; or contact Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com 
or 978-281-4820; or visit our website at ccgronline.com. 

LIVING THE WORKS OF MERCY 
WITH POPE FRANCIS 

 

Pope Francis has said that mercy is the “fundamental law 
that dwells in the heart of every person who looks sin-
cerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path 
of life.” This Year of Mercy is an invitation for us to look 
sincerely into the eyes of those around us, to recognize 
their needs, and to act accordingly. 
 

During the Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis has called 
us to rediscover these Spiritual and Corporal Works of 
Mercy as a way of living more deeply as disciples of 
Christ Jesus in the true spirit of the Gospel. Each month, 
Pope Francis asks us to pray for both a “universal” prayer 
intention and an “evangelization” prayer intention.  
 

During this Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope 
Francis will also offer us “spiritual exercises” or ways of 
living out the Works of Mercy in communion with his 
monthly intentions, with fellow parishioners, and with 
believers throughout the world. The Holy Father’s 
monthly intentions and spiritual exercises will be printed 
here in our bulletin and posted on our website at 
ccgronline.com/mercy. 
 

January 2016 
Universal Prayer Intention of Interfaith Dialog 

We pray that sincere dialog among men and women 
of different faiths may produce 
the fruits of peace and justice. 

 

Spiritual Work of Mercy: Instruct the Ignorant 
Review the Apostles’ Creed; 

Prepare a personal description  
of what it means to be a Catholic; and/or 

Share your faith with a friend from another tradition  
and ask them about their beliefs. 

 

January 2016 
Evangelization Prayer Intention for Christian Unity 

We pray that by means of dialog and charity, 
and with the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

all Christians may overcome divisions. 
 

Corporal Works of Mercy: Welcome the Stranger 
Invite someone from another Christian tradition 

for a shared meal and conversation; and/or 
Attend an interfaith program in your area. 

 

As we celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy and live out the 
Works of Mercy under the Holy Father’s guidance, let us 
pray for the grace to live the Gospel, to share God’s love 
and mercy, and to build up the Church! 
 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE YEAR OF MERCY! 
Join us: ccgronline.com/mercy 
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This Week’s Message 
______________________________ 

 

A CALL TO MERCY 
 

By Deacon Dan Dunn 
 

Each year the church calls us to focus our spiritual growth on some aspect of our faith. I sometimes wonder what a spe-
cific year has to do with our call to holiness, peace, or as it is this year, a call to mercy. I am confused and want to under-
stand what is meant by this call to mercy. I always thought that mercy was a gift that God gave us and did not under-
stand that we too can be merciful. By declaring 2016 as a Holy Year of Mercy, Pope Francis is creating an expanded vi-
sion for the church in our Catholic community. God has mercy for us and we are now being called to express God’s mer-
cy for us to others. I am now beginning to recognize the need I have to invite God’s mercy to heal me and by being 
healed I will notice the grace of God’s mercy flowing through me to others. 
 

In its social context, Webster defines mercy as compassionate behavior on the part of those in power. How often do I feel 
compassion for someone in need of help but fail to follow through with supportive actions?  In his Prayer for the Jubilee 
of Mercy, Pope Francis reminds us that “we are the visible face of the invisible…God who manifests his power above all 
by forgiveness and mercy.” We are called to manifest the power of God’s mercy to others. 
 

Members of our Collaborative go to Cevicos in the Dominican Republic to support a parish community there. This mis-
sion was initially thought to be a mission of mercy to a people in dire need of help. We now know the people of Cevicos 
to be a people with needs but not a needy people. They are a happy people who appreciate our help and despite their 
circumstances are joyful and appreciative of life without much material wealth.  Our outreach has now become an expe-
rience of giving and receiving blessings for both communities. While there are currently many active and well estab-
lished ministries of mercy operating within our parishes and other agencies on Cape Ann, there is one population that 
remains hidden from our attention. They are the numerous nameless faces of human beings, called “homeless.” 
 

When we hear the phrase “the plight of the homeless” it can be easy to turn our eyes and thoughts away and avoid con-
nection. Can it begin to matter to me that 40 or 50 of my neighbors are out in the cold during the winter months while I 
am in a warm place watching the Patriots?  Can I begin to understand these individuals as having names, faces, loved 
ones, families and personal needs for well-being? If this does matter to me, what can I do? In this Year of Mercy, Pope 
Francis appeals to us to begin to dialogue concerning the plight of the poor, the migrants and those who are marginal-
ized in our communities.  
 

Our first dialogue could be prayer and it is my belief that the election of Pope Francis to the papacy is a result of much 
prayer.  Another way for making connection is to google ‘homelessness’ and learn more about the conditions that con-
tribute to this expanding situation of poverty in our country. A simple smile as you pass on the street can be a welcomed 
gesture.  A friendly “hello” can say that I am noticing your presence. We have learned not to notice each other.  A smile 
or greeting offers mercy and a longed for connection with each other. Mother Theresa invites us to “do small things with 
great love.” Beyond these small and most important things that we can do, there is an urgent need for safety and protec-
tion from the ravages of the elements of winter. The Action Shelter offers dinner and overnight shelter seven days a 
week for those who are without homes. The Grace Center provides food and a safe day-space four days a week. This 
leaves Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays with no day time support for the well-being of those without homes.  This situa-
tion deserves our attention and prayers if we are to be “ the visible face of the invisible…God, who manifests his power 
above all by forgiveness and mercy.”  
 

These are a few words from my wife, Nana: “I am a volunteer at the Grace Center and have spent many Sunday morn-
ings in the church basement having coffee and donuts with the parishioners and our street people. I have noticed and 
want to acknowledge the amazing resilience and willingness in each person to proceed in their day-to-day living despite 
the frequent challenges and emergencies they experience. Without the stability, safety, security and sense of well-being 
that comes with having a ‘home’, each daily task becomes more complex and difficult. Yet there is an ability to adapt. 
Their thriving could have more potential if there were to be a more cohesive system for them to navigate, a kind of one 
stop shopping.  Most have an underlying sense of hope. Their loosely held community is formed around a shared re-
sponse to poverty and homelessness. In this leaderless community they are all leaders in the way they naturally respond 
to each other’s needs for support and care. I have been blessed and given the opportunity to learn to experience the 
‘visible face…of the invisible God’ and to share the voice of the voiceless and unheard.” 
 

Working with those who are homeless is just one urgent way for us to show God’s mercy. Let’s start having conversa-
tions about how we can all have a year of having reverence for all of life, showing the mercy, the love and compassion 
that is modeled for us by Jesus in the gospels, for all. Thank God for Pope Francis and the homeless who invite us to 
show God’s mercy. 
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Sacrament of Confirmation 
____________________ 

 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
Sunday, January 17th & Sunday, January 24th 

 

Along with Baptism and Holy Eucharist, Confirmation is 
one of the three Sacraments of Initiation in the Roman 
Catholic Church. The Sacrament of Confirmation com-
pletes the grace of Baptism through an outpouring of the 
Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit:  

 

Knowledge· Understanding 
Wisdom· Right Judgment 

Courage· Reverence 
Wonder & Awe 

 

These Gifts seal or “confirm” the mystical union between 
the candidates and Christ Jesus and prepare them to ac-
tively participate in the prayer, worship, and apostolic 
ministry of the Catholic Church. 
 

This year, sixty-four high school students in the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport have successfully 
completed the requirements of our Confirmation Prepara-
tion Program. During the past two years, they attended 
both classes and Sunday Mass. They participated in the 
“New Spirit Evening of Reflection.” They completed ser-
vice projects. And they have prayed together as a commu-
nity of young disciples. These students are now well pre-
pared to publically renew their Baptismal vows, profess 
their faith, and live as faithful and faith-filled Catholics. 
 

The Very Reverend Gerard Petringa, Episcopal Vicar for 
the North Region of the Archdiocese of Boston will join us 
for our the annual celebration of the Sacrament of Confir-
mation: Sunday, January 17th at 10:45am in Saint Ann 
Church; and Sunday, January 24th at 11:45am in Our La-
dy of Good Voyage Church. 
 

As always, the success of our youth faith formation pro-
gram depends on our volunteers. So, on behalf of Holy 
Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish, Fa-
ther Jim gives God great thanks and praise for this year’s 
dedicated and hardworking team of catechists: 
 

Jennifer Dort· Martha Geraghty 
Doug Greenfield· Michael Cimoszko 

 

Their generous gifts of time and talent have ensured that 
all of our sixty-four candidates will be well-prepared to 
accept and embrace the Gifts of the Holy Spirit at their 
Confirmation! Thank you! As our candidates and cate-
chists make final preparations for our celebrations of the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, please pray for them, their 
parents, sponsors, and families. May the Lord bless them 
and may the Holy Spirit guide them now and always! 
 

For more information about youth faith formation in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please see 
Father Jim or contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or 
bworks@ccgronline.com. 

Prayer, Fellowship & Service 
____________________ 

 

MERCY FRIDAY 
A YEAR OF MERCY SPECIAL EVENT 
Friday, January 15th· Begins at Noon 

 

All are invited to join the Catholic Community of Glouces-
ter & Rockport for our next “Mercy Friday” on Friday, 
January 15th from 12:00pm until 7:00pm in Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Church. This day of devotion and prayer 
will begin at 12:00pm with Exposition of the Blessed Sac-
rament and Daytime Prayer from the Liturgy of the 
Hours. At 3:00pm, we will pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet. 
From 5:00pm until 6:00pm, Father Jim will hear confes-
sions. And at 6:30pm, we will conclude with Evening 
Prayer (with Homily) and Benediction of the Blessed Sac-
rament.  
 

For more information about this and other Year of Mercy 
programs and events, please contact Father Jim at 978-281-
4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Please join us for all or part 
of this special day of devotion and prayer as we celebrate 
God’s love and mercy for each and everyone of us! All are 
invited! All are welcome! 
 

HOLY NAME SOCIETY PENNY SALE 
Monday, January 18th· Our Lady’s Hall· 7:00pm 

 

The Holy Name Society is an organization of men which 
was founded to prayerfully support Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish through fundraising and volunteer service. 
All are welcome to join them for their next “Penny Sale” 
on Monday, January 18th beginning at 7:00pm in Our La-
dy’s Parish Hall. As always, the “Penny Sale” will feature 
great prizes, a 50-50 raffle, delicious homemade sweet 
bread, along with other delicious foods and snacks. For 
more information about the Holy Name Society and its 
good work in our community, please contact Michael Hor-
gan at 978-281-4820. Please join us! All are welcome!   
 

THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 12th· 7:00pm 

 

The Knights of Columbus is an organization of men that 
remains true to its founding principles of charity, unity, 
and fraternity. Founded in 1882, the Knights remains an 
organization dedicated to the mutual assistance of mem-
bers and their families, but also reaches out to the disa-
bled, the sick, and the needy. In addition, the Knights 
sponsor educational, charitable, and religious programs. 
Council 215 serves the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport at Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish. Our council meets on the second Tuesday 
of each month in the Parish Center (Saint Ann Church 
Campus) at 7:00pm. New members are always welcome! 
For more information, please visit our website at 
kofc215.com; contact us at info@kofc215.com; or leave a 
message by calling 978-281-4820. Please join us! 
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Prayer, Fellowship & Service 
____________________ 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE OF THANKS 
 

During the Advent and Christmas Seasons, the Assisi Pro-
ject sponsored a raffle for a beautiful hand painted icon of 
Our Lady of Humility. Proceeds from the raffle were 
shared with the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Thanks to 
the generosity of our parishioners and holiday visitors, 
more than $1,000 was raised for the Saint Vincent de Paul 
Society! Congratulations to Addison Natti (just four years 
old) who won the icon! 
 

On behalf of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport, I wish to thank Cliff Garvey, Annette Kennedy, 
Jean Madruga, Jane Russo, Lori Thorstensen, and Betsy 
Works for their hard work in selling the raffle tickets after 
so many Masses during the past six weeks. 
 

My sincere thanks also to Cliff, Lori, and Jane; and to Lu-
cy Sheehan, Suzanne McLaughlin, and Michael Horgan 
for all of their hard work in decorating our churches so 
beautifully for the Christmas Season. Thanks also to all 
who served as acolytes, lectors, and Eucharistic ministers. 
Finally, my deepest thanks to Tom Misuraca, Luann Pala-
zolla, Patty Natti, and our adult, youth & Brazilian choirs 
for giving us the gift of beautiful music this Christmas. 
Peace & blessings to all for a happy new year! Thank you! 
 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Help Us Help Others! 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization dedicated to responding to any request from 
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we 
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy on Cape Ann. 
During the winter months, our “Clothes Closet” is open 
on Saturday mornings only from 10:00am until 1:00pm. In 
addition, our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable 
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of all 
of our churches. The Food Pantry currently needs the fol-
lowing items: 
 

Canned Chicken or Ham· Chicken or Tuna Helper 
Mayonnaise· Instant Potatoes· Canned Stew 
Pancake Mix & Maple Syrup· Chef Boyardee 

Jelly & Crackers· Juice· Jarred Pasta Sauce 
 

Donation envelopes are also located at the entrances of 
our churches and can be placed in the offertory basket or 
mailed to the parish center. Checks should be made paya-
ble to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are held 
on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm in 
Saint Ann Church Hall. New members and volunteers are 
always welcome! For more information, please contact 
Annette Kennedy at 978-283-1268 or Harry Miller at 978-
281-2701. For assistance, please contact the Saint Vincent 
de Paul Society Hotline at 978-281-8672. Thank you for 
your ongoing generosity! 

Sacrament of Baptism 
____________________ 

 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
JANUARY 2016 SCHEDULE 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of three Sacraments 
of Initiation in the Roman Catholic Church. The two oth-
er Sacraments of Initiation are Eucharist and Confirma-
tion. According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
“Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the 
gateway to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives 
access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism, we are 
freed from sin and reborn as children of God; we become 
members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church, and 
made sharers in her mission (CCC 1213).” 
 

During January, the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport will celebrate the Sacrament of Baptism accord-
ing to the following schedule: 
 

Baptism Preparation Workshop 
Sunday, January 3rd at 1:00pm 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, January 10th at 1:00pm 

Saint Ann Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, January 17th at 1:00pm 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, January 24th at 11:00am 

Saint Joachim Church 
 

Last month, the following children received the Sacra-
ment of Baptism here in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport: 
 

Giuliana Ciaramitaro· Valentina Ciaramitaro 
Francis Day-Laporte· Amanda de Oliveira 

Bianca dos Santos· Etta Gardner 
James Lorden· Evan O’Connell· Isabella Parisi 

Kimberly Ricardo· Macie Zerilli 
 

If you would like to arrange for your child’s baptism, 
please contact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820. If you are an adult who has not been bap-
tized and would like to prepare for the Sacrament of Bap-
tism in the Roman Catholic Church, please contact Cliff 
Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
 

Congratulations! Please pray for these recently baptized 
children, their parents, grandparents, and godparents! 
Thank you for your prayers! May God bless you and 
your family throughout the new year! 

 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE SACRAMENTS 
ON OUR WEBSITE! 

Join us: ccgronline.com/sacraments 
Follow us on Twitter: @ccgronline 
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Our Weekly Offerings 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 

Weekend of January 2nd—January 3rd 
 

Weekly Offerings at Mass      $6,448.00 
 

Miscellaneous Gifts          $690.00 
 

Electronic Donations          $778.00 
 

Total Offerings               $7,916.00 
 

Solemnity of Mary        $2,940.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection          $58,829.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 
____________________ 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of January 2nd—January 3rd 

 

Weekly Offerings at Mass                               $2,637.00 
 

Miscellaneous Gifts                    $142.00 
 

Solemnity of Mary         $2,128.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection     $23,754.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 
____________________ 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary 
lamps, and altar gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for 
a special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The requested 
donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested dona-
tion for a sanctuary lamp is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Richard Cleveland 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of All Souls 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of All Souls 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary gifts in 
memory of a deceased friend or loved one, please contact 
Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
Thank you for your generous support of Holy Family 
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 
 

PARISH PAY 
Electronic Giving Made Easy & Safe 

 

Electronic giving is now available at both of our parishes! 
For more information, visit ParishPay.com; or contact 
Linda Rogers at 978-281-4820 or lrogers@ccgronline.com. 

Our Mass Intentions 
_____________________ 

 

JANUARY 9—JANUARY 17, 2016 

Saturday, January 9 Vigil· The Baptism of the Lord 

4:00pm ·  Saint Ann Francesco DiMercurio 

6:00pm ·  OLGV Reverend Cornelius Mullaney 

Sunday, January 10 The Baptism of the Lord 

7:00am ·  OLGV Paul Frasier 

8:15am ·  Saint Ann Francesco DiMercurio 

10:00am ·  Saint Joachim Albert Lattof 

11:45am ·  OLGV Anna Adelfio 

5:00pm ·  Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 First Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, January 11 
8:00am ·  OLGV 

Carol Ross 

Tuesday, January 12 
8:00am ·  Saint Joachim Paul Malatesta 

Wednesday, January 13 
8:00am ·  OLGV 

Anthony Souza 

Thursday, January 14 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Reverend William Carrigg 

Friday, January 15 
8:00am· OLGV Angelina Matos 

Saturday, January 16 
8:00am ·  Saint Ann Special Intention 

Saturday, January 16 
Vigil· Second Sunday  

in Ordinary Time 

4:00pm ·  Saint Ann Patricia Garrisi & son Garland 

6:00pm ·  OLGV Colonel Donald J. McCarthy 

Sunday, January 17 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am ·  OLGV Helen & Donald Sutherland 

8:15am ·  Saint Ann Adolfo & Bianca Capanna 

10:00am ·  Saint Joachim Vincenzo Russo 

11:45am ·  OLGV Sebastino & Rosaria Lima & Children 

5:00pm ·  Saint Ann Mass for the People 


