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EASTER SUNDAY WITH POPE FRANCIS 
 

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 

__________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A JOY WHICH IS EVER NEW 

 

An Easter Sunday Exhortation 
By Pope Francis 

 

The Joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who accept his offer of salva-
tion are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness, and loneliness. With Christ, joy is constantly born anew. In 
this exhortation, I wish to encourage the Christian faithful to embark upon a new chapter of evangelization 
marked by this joy, while pointing out new paths for the Church’s journey in years to come. 
 

The great danger in today’s world, pervaded as it is by consumerism, is the desolation and anguish born of a 
complacent yet covetous heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous pleasures, and a blunted conscience. Whenever 
our interior life becomes caught up in its own interests and concerns, there is no longer room for others, no 
place for the poor. God’s voice is no longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no longer felt, and the desire to do 
good fades. This is a very real danger for believers too. Many fall prey to it and end up resentful, angry, and 
listless. That is no way to live a dignified and fulfilled life; it is not God’s will for us, nor is it the life in the Spirit 
which has its source in the heart of the Risen Christ. 
 

I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, or at 
least an openness to letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day. No one should 
think that this invitation is not meant for him or her, since no one is excluded from the joy brought by the Lord. 
The Lord does not disappoint those who take this risk; whenever we take a step toward Jesus, we come to real-
ize that he is already there, waiting for us with open arms. Now is the time to say to Jesus: “Lord, I have let my-
self be deceived; in a thousand ways, I have shunned your love, yet here I am once more, to renew my covenant 
with you. I need you. Save me once again, Lord, take me once more into your redeeming embrace.” How good 
it feels to come back to him whenever we are lost!  
 

Let me say this once more: God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy. 
Christ, who told us to forgive one another “seventy times seven” times (Matthew 18:22), has given us his exam-
ple: he has forgiven us seventy times seven. Time and time again, he bears us on his shoulders. No one can strip 
us of the dignity bestowed upon us by this boundless and unfailing love. With a tenderness which never disap-
points, but is always capable of restoring our joy, he makes it possible for us to lift up our heads and to start 
anew. Let us not flee from the resurrection of Jesus, let us never give up, come what will. May nothing inspire 
us more than this new life, which impels us onward! 
 

Excerpted from ‘The Joy of the Gospel’ by Pope Francis 
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
____________________ 

 

WELCOME HOME! 
 

As a child, I grew up in a household infused with reli-
gious belief and practice. As a family, we attended Mass 
on a weekly basis. We said grace before meals. We even 
prayed the Rosary together. And as a high school and 
college student, I volunteered with my home parish’s 
youth faith formation program. For me, the Church has 
always been a place of peace, a consolation during times 
of trial, and a second home. 
 

Sadly, we know that many people of faith and goodwill 
do not feel this way. During the past few decades, all too 
many people have left the Catholic Church behind. Some 
feel unable to join us for Mass for cultural, family, finan-
cial, or personal reasons. Others simply feel unwelcome 
for reasons related to their marital status, sexual orienta-
tion, or simple lack of knowledge about the Catholic 
Church and its teachings and traditions. 
 

At Easter, however, many of our brothers and sisters in 
faith come home to the Church to experience again the 
miraculous joy of the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Even if just for one Easter Sunday Mass, they 
come in search of peace, consolation, and meaning in 
their lives. They come in search of something that the 
world cannot offer: God’s endless love, intimate friend-
ship, and boundless mercy. Whether they know it or not, 
they come — called by the Lord — to find their place in 
the Church, our spiritual home. 
 

To those who join us this week for the first time or for the 
first time in a long time: I welcome you with open arms 
and a joyful heart on behalf of all of your fellow parish-
ioners. We welcome you back to Mass with the fervent 
prayer that you will join us again and again as often as 
you can. And we say to you with love and all sincerity: 
Welcome Home! You are always welcome here! 
 

To those who join us regularly for Mass and for the many 
opportunities for prayer, fellowship, and service that are 
offered at our parishes, I welcome you as always with a 
handshake, a hug, and a smile on behalf of all of your fel-
low parishioners. We welcome you back with the fervent 
prayer that we will together practice what we preach, 
welcome the stranger, truly live the Gospel, share it with 
love, and work together to strengthen the Church, which 
is now and always our second home. Welcome home! 
 

At Easter and always, be assured of my humble and sin-
cere prayers for all who live, work, and worship in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, and for 
all who join us to celebrate the Resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus Christ at Easter. And I beg you to pray for me and 
for our pastoral team. 
 

Peace and blessings to all for a Happy Easter, 
Father Jim 

OUR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
____________________ 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

In the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, the 
celebration of Mass is the source and summit of our com-
munity’s joy and the center of our life of prayer, fellow-
ship, and service. Regardless of where we worship, the 
Holy Eucharist brings God’s consolation, love, and mercy 
into our midst; it brings the Real Presence of Jesus Christ  
into our lives and hearts! All are welcome to join us for 
Mass and to receive Holy Communion in accordance 
with their conscience and the teachings of the Roman 
Catholic Church.  
 

SATURDAY VIGIL MASSES 
SAINT ANN CHURCH· 4:00PM 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH· 6:00PM 
 

__________ 

 

SUNDAY MASSES 
OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH· 7:00AM 

SAINT ANN CHURCH· 8:15AM 
SAINT JOACHIM CHURCH· 10:00AM 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH· 11:45AM 
SAINT ANN CHURCH· 5:00PM 

 

__________ 

 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY· 8:00AM 

 

SAINT JOACHIM CHURCH 
TUESDAY & THURSDAY· 8:00AM 

 

SAINT ANN CHURCH 
SATURDAY· 8:00AM 

 

__________ 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
 

SAINT JOACHIM CHURCH 
MONDAY EVENINGS· 6:30PM-8:00PM 

 

SAINT JOACHIM CHURCH 
TUESDAY & THURSDAY MORNINGS· 9:00AM-10:30AM 

 

SAINT ANN CHURCH 
THURSDAY EVENINGS· 6:30PM-7:30PM 

 

__________ 

 

If you and your family would like to enroll as parishion-
ers in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport 
at either Holy Family Parish or Our Lady of Good Voy-
age Parish, please see Father Jim before or after Mass, 
contact him at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820; or 
contact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820! Please join us! All are welcome! 

 

CCGRONLINE.COM | @CCGRONLINE 
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 

Celebrations of First Holy Communion 
 

The Holy Eucharist is the source and summit of our faith 
community’s joy and the center of our life of prayer, fel-
lowship, and service. This spring season, after almost one 
year of prayer, preparation, and study, sixty-two students 
in our youth faith formation program will receive the 
Body and Blood of the Risen Lord for the first time. As 
our annual celebrations of First Holy Communion ap-
proach, all parishioners are encouraged to be mindful of 
our upcoming schedule: 
 

Saint Joachim Church 
Sunday, April 3rd at 10:00am Mass 

 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
Sunday, April 10th at 11:45am Mass 

 

Saint Ann Church 
Saturday, April 16th at 4:00pm Mass 

 

Saint Ann Church 
Sunday, April 17th at 8:15am Mass 

 

For more information about youth faith formation in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please see 
Father Jim or contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or  
bworks@ccgronline.com. As we make final preparations 
for First Holy Communion, please pray for all of our 
young disciples, their parents, families, and catechists! 
Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support! 
 

SPRING VACATION CATHOLIC KIDS CAMP 
THE VATICAN EXPRESS 

Begins Tuesday, April 19th at 8:00am 
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is 
pleased to announce that all children (ages 5 through 11) 
are invited to participate in our first-ever Spring Vacation 
Catholic Kids Camp, entitled “The Vatican Express”, from 
Tuesday, April 19th through Friday, April 22nd from 
8:00am until 12:30pm at Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Church. During this exciting week of prayer and fellow-
ship, children will learn about the traditions and treasures 
of the Vatican through active and engaged participation in 
games, music, skits, and easy-to-make crafts. 
 

The tuition for this innovative youth faith formation pro-
gram for children is just $25 per child for the entire week! 
Scholarships are available to those who cannot afford tui-
tion. Also, adults and older children (ages 12 and up) are 
invited to join us as volunteers! For more information, 
please contact Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline or 978-
281-4820. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
_________________ 

 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
Sunday, April 3rd· Saint Ann Church 

 

On April 3rd, all are invited to join the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport for Divine Mercy Sunday 
from 2:00pm until 3:30pm in Saint Ann Church. Our pro-
gram of prayer will begin with Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament and Eucharistic Adoration at 2:00pm; the Holy 
Rosary at 2:30pm; and the Divine Mercy Chaplet at 
3:00pm. We will conclude with Daytime Prayer and Bene-
diction of the Blessed Sacrament at 3:30pm. Please join us 
for all or part of this special celebration of God’s love and 
mercy! For more information, please contact Jane Russo at 
jlrusso333@hotmail.com or 978-430-7196. Please join us! 
All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
SPRING MUSIC CELEBRATION 

Tuesday, April 5th· 7:00pm· Our Lady’s Hall 
 

Established in 2005, the Holy Family Women’s Guild 
brings together women of all ages in prayer, fellowship, 
and service to the parish and wider community. Through-
out the year, the Women’s Guild hosts various fundraising 
events and social gatherings. 
 

On Tuesday, April 5th beginning at 7:00pm, the Women’s 
Guild will host a Spring Music Celebration in Our Lady’s 
Parish Hall featuring Alexandra Grace and Josh Cominelli. 
These exceptionally talented young parishioners are stu-
dents at Gloucester High School and members of the 
Docksiders. In addition, they will both be attending Gor-
don College. All are welcome to join us for this wonderful 
way to welcome the spring season! Refreshments will be 
served. For more information about this special spring 
event, please contact Helen Downey at 978-283-7391. 
 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

Saturday, June 4th·  Saint Ann Church Hall 
 

On Saturday, June 4th, the Holy Family Women’s Guild 
will host its annual Strawberry Festival from 9:00am until 
2:00pm in Saint Ann Church Hall. This year, the Women’s 
Guild will honor the Gloucester Lobster Fishermen! Part of 
our celebration will include the sale of discarded lobster 
buoys (which will be paired with a gift certificate). If you 
can donate a lobster buoy, please contact Jane Marshall at 
978-283-5111. 
 

The Strawberry Festival will also feature handmade ce-
ramic mugs; homemade cookies, muffins, jams, and other 
delicious baked goods (including our famous strawberry 
shortcake); along with handcrafted knitted items, note 
cards, and other crafts. For more information about this 
year’s Strawberry Festival, please contact Janet Lucido at 
978-526-1543. Please join us! All are welcome! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

DAILY PRAYER RESOURCES 
Join us: ccgronline.com/prayer 

 

Our website features links to the Saint of the Day, Sharing 
the Word, and Sunday Soundbites. These 90 second re-
flections are based on the daily and weekend Mass read-
ings and the lives of the saints. Our website also includes 
a weekly schedule for praying the Liturgy of the Hours 
(along with a link to praying the Hours online). So, please 
join us each day for a few moments of prayer, reflection, 
and inspiration at ccgronline.com/prayer! 
 

OUR LADY’S GUILD 
Monday, April 4th· 6:30pm· Our Lady’s Hall 

  

Since 1944, Our Lady’s Guild has worked to build com-
munity among women of all ages in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish through prayer, good works, social activi-
ties, and fundraising events. Our next meeting is sched-
uled for Monday, April 4th at 6:30pm in Our Lady’s Par-
ish Hall. After our business meeting, nominations for of-
ficers and members of our board of directors will be ac-
cepted. Nancy Rose and Sandra Sperry will serve as co-
chairwomen of our meeting. For more information about 
becoming a member of Our Lady’s Guild, please contact 
Linda Galvin at lingalv2010@gmail.com. Please join us! 

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Help Us Help Others! 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization dedicated to responding to any request from 
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we 
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy on Cape Ann. 
During the winter months, our “Clothes Closet” is open 
only on Saturdays from 10:00am until 1:00pm. In addi-
tion, our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable 
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of our 
churches. The Food Pantry needs the following items: 
 

Canned Chicken or Ham· Chicken or Tuna Helper 
Mayonnaise· Instant Potatoes· Canned Stew 
Pancake Mix & Maple Syrup· Chef Boyardee 

Peanut Butter & Jelly· Jarred Pasta Sauce 
Canned Tuna· Crackers· Canned Juice 

 

Donation envelopes are also located at the entrances of 
our churches and can be placed in the offertory basket or 
mailed to the parish center. Checks should be made paya-
ble to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are held 
on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm. New 
members and volunteers are always welcome! For more 
information, please contact Annette Kennedy at 978-283-
1268 or Harry Miller at 978-281-2701. For assistance, 
please contact the Saint Vincent de Paul Society Hotline at 
978-281-8672. Thank you for your ongoing generosity! 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
____________________ 

 

MERCY FRIDAY 
A YEAR OF MERCY SPECIAL EVENT 

Friday, April 1st· Begins at Noon 
 

In March 2015, Pope Francis announced that the Roman 
Catholic Church would celebrate a Jubilee Year of Mercy 
beginning on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of Mary (December 8, 2015) and concluding on the 
Feast of Christ the King (November 20, 2016). Last De-
cember, Pope Francis inaugurated the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy by opening the Holy Door at Saint Peter’s Basilica 
in Rome. Overall, the theme of this extraordinary jubilee 
year is “Merciful Like the Father” and its primary focus is 
an ongoing invitation to all people to experience God’s 
forgiveness, love, and mercy through prayer, penance, 
worship, and the Sacraments of the Church. 
 

The tradition of the jubilee year is rooted in the Old Tes-
tament Book of Leviticus (Lev 25:8-13). In 1300, Pope 
Boniface VII convoked the first jubilee year in the Roman 
Catholic Church and offered all believers an opportunity 
for the universal forgiveness of sins. Since then, such holy 
or jubilee years have been celebrated every 25 or 50 years. 
The Catholic Church last celebrated a Jubilee Year in 2000 
to mark the beginning of a new millennium. This Jubilee 
Year of Mercy is “extraordinary” because the Holy Father 
broke from tradition and announced it without advance 
notice or planning. 
 

In the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, we 
will celebrate the Jubilee Year of Mercy with special pro-
grams and events throughout the year. For example, our 
next “Mercy Friday” is scheduled for Friday, April 1st in 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. Our vigil of prayer 
will begin at 12:00pm with Exposition of the Blessed Sac-
rament and Daytime Prayer from the Liturgy of the 
Hours. At 3:00pm, we will pray the Divine Mercy Chap-
let. From 5:00pm until 6:00pm, Father Jim will hear con-
fessions. And at 6:30pm, we will conclude with Evening 
Prayer (with Homily) and Benediction of the Blessed Sac-
rament. Please join us for all or part of this special day of 
devotion, prayer, and worship. All are welcome! 
 

Throughout the year, other programs and special events 
will include opportunities for scripture study, group spir-
itual direction, spring and fall mini-courses, and a sum-
mer retreat all focused on offering our fellow parishion-
ers and friends opportunities to deepen their personal 
relationships with the Lord and to  experience God’s love 
and mercy in their own lives. Throughout the year, let us 
pray for each other and for our parish communities: that 
the Lord will bless us with his boundless love and mercy. 
For more information about the Jubilee Year of Mercy in 
the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, 
please contact Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820. May God have mercy on us all! 
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OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of March 19th - March 20th 

 

Weekly Offerings at Mass        $7,127.00 
 

Electronic Donations        $1,028.00 
 

Total Offerings                $8,155.00 
 

Second Collection (Grand Annual)      $5,563.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection           $74,221.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of March 19th - March 20th 

 

Weekly Offerings at Mass                               $3,228.00 
 

Electronic Donations              $28.00 
 

Total Offerings:        $3,248.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection                 $29,849.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary 
lamps, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The requested 
donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested dona-
tion for a sanctuary lamp is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 
 

In Memory of Vito & Benjamin Asaro 
and the Asaro, Ciarametaro, Scola, and Lupo Families 

Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 
 

In Memory of Joan Curtin 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Mamma Dinka 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary gifts in 
memory of a deceased friend or loved one, please contact 
Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
Thank you for your generous support of Holy Family 
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

ASSISI PROJECT ONLINE 
“The Imitation of our Lord Jesus Christ” 

Join us: assisiproject.com! 
 

What does it mean to be a disciple? What does it mean to 
be imitate the Lord? Read Cliff Garvey’s latest reflection 
on becoming a “Franciscan in Spirit” at assisiproject.com. 
If you would like a printed copy, please contact Cliff at 
cgarvey@ccgronline.com. May the Lord give you peace! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

MARCH 26 - APRIL 3, 2016 

Saturday, March 26 Easter Vigil 

7:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

Sunday, March 27 The Resurrection of the Lord 

7:00am· OLGV Mass for the People 

8:15am· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Mass for the People 

11:45am· OLGV Mass for the People 

 Octave of Easter 

Monday, March 28 
8:00am· OLGV 

Special Intention 

Tuesday, March 29 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Dolores & Frank Rossi 

Wednesday, March 30 
8:00am· OLGV 

Serafino & Mary Pallazola  
and Paul Mitchell 

Thursday, March 31 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Reverend William Cornigg 

Friday, April 1 
8:00am· OLGV Vito Asaro & Family 

Saturday, April 2 
8:00am· Saint Ann Francesco Ciaramitaro 

Saturday, April 2 Vigil· Divine Mercy Sunday 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Elizabeth “Betty” Murphy 

6:00pm· OLGV Vincenza Cusumano 

Sunday, April 3 Divine Mercy Sunday 

7:00am· OLGV Colonal Donald McCarthy 

8:15am· Saint Ann Lieutenant James J. Geraghty 

10:00am· Saint Joachim First Communion Mass 

11:45am· OLGV John & Lilly Aiello and Family 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 


