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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT                 FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 

OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

____________________ 

 

RCIA & ADULT CONFIRMATION 
A YEAR IN REVIEW 

 

During the past ten years, Cliff Garvey and I have worked together to prepare adults for the Sacraments of Initia-
tion (Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation) seven times. Each year that we have been blessed to participate in 
this important ministry, the Lord has given us a diverse group of adults who prepare for the sacraments for dif-
ferent reasons. Some come simply because they have not received the sacraments and are preparing for marriage 
or hoping to serve as a godparent to a newborn niece or nephew. Others come because they are not Catholic but 
are married to a Catholic spouse, are attending Mass regularly, but are unable to participate fully in the life of the 
Church. Still others come with a real hunger for prayer and instruction in the teachings and traditions of the 
Catholic Church. They long to become part of the Church for Christ’s sake and for their own. Whatever the rea-
son, the work of preparing adults for the sacraments can be both challenging and rewarding. 
 

This year was no different. Six women from different backgrounds and generations joined us for our combined 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) and Adult Confirmation Preparation Program. In addition to Jillian, 
Alexandra, Marjorie, Heather, Pamela, Margaret, Cliff and myself, we were also joined by two fellow parishion-
ers, Paul Makowski and Patricia Natti, who offered their guidance, prayers, and support; and also shared their 
own spiritual journeys and perspectives. We met bi-weekly on Sunday mornings after Mass for a ninety minute 
session of catechesis and faith sharing designed to prepare them to receive the sacraments at the Easter Vigil.  
 

Each participant was given a Catholic Prayer Bible and a subscription to Magnificat to help them develop a disci-
pline of daily prayer and scripture study. During our seven months together, we also read Chad Torgerson’s 
compelling book entitled “Waking Up Catholic: A Guide to Catholic Beliefs for Converts, Reverts, and Anyone 
Becoming Catholic.” And we focused on a different topic at each session: Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Mar-
riage, Conscience, Penance & Reconciliation, Prayer, Tradition, Our Lady, and the Communion of Saints. We also 
spent much time getting to know each other as friends and fellow parishioners, sharing our faith experiences, and 
praying together as a small fellowship of Christian disciples. 
 

Last Sunday, our fellowship met for the final time. We shared coffee, pastry, and the fruits of a long journey to-
gether that recently reached its climax at the Easter Vigil. At that Mass, during which we experience the broad 
scope of salvation history through sacrament, scripture and song, Margaret and Pamela were baptized and re-
ceived their First Holy Communion; and all six of them received the Sacrament of Confirmation. It was a truly 
miraculous moment for these women and they were eager to share their experiences and impressions with us.  
 

One said that she had only decided to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation so that she could serve as the 
godmother for a newborn nephew and proceeded to share some recent photos. But over the course of these many 
months, she also said that something had occurred to broaden her spiritual horizons. She now plans to make the 
Church a regular part of her life so that she can pass her faith experience along to her godson. Another shared 
with us that something had occurred in her life, too. She felt more content and more at peace with her life as a 
wife and mother. She said that she swears less frequently now! And she concluded by saying that she wanted to 
“share the love” that she had experienced during our program and at the Easter Vigil with her family and friends. 
 

One of our newly baptized fellow parishioners also shared how wonderful it felt to participate in an ancient sac-
ramental tradition that dated back to the time of the apostles. She described a feeling of “timelessness” when be-
ing baptized with the newly blessed holy water and anointed with the newly blessed oil of chrism. Another 
shared how incredible it was to see so many people gathered in darkness as the Easter Vigil began and then to see 
those same people reach out and help each other light their candles and thereby illuminate the whole church. She 
described being moved by watching her fellow parishioners “working together” to accomplish this goal. 
 

Jillian, Alexandra, Marjorie, Heather, Pamela, and Margaret are now fully initiated into the sacramental life of the 
Catholic Church. They are our fellow parishioners. They are our sisters in faith, hope, and love. They are united 
with us in prayer, fellowship, and service. And like us, they are the sheep in this weekend’s gospel reading when 
Jesus says: “My sheep hear my voice and I know them, and they follow me (John 10:27).” Like these six women, 
let each of us respond to the call of Christ. Let us follow where he leads us. And let us pray for the courage, grace, 
and mercy to become the men and women that Christ calls us to be. Amen! Amen! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Father Jim 
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THE LEGION OF MARY 
____________________ 

 

CROWNING OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Saturday, May 7th at 3:15pm· Saint Ann Church 

 

All are welcome to join Father Jim and the Legion of Mary 
for the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s 
Annual May Crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary on 
Saturday, May 7th in Saint Ann Church. We will begin 
our celebration of the Blessed Virgin Mary at 3:15pm by 
praying the Holy Rosary. At 4:00pm, Father Jim will cele-
brate a Mother’s Day Mass for Families that will include 
the ceremonial crowning of Our Blessed Mother. 
 

All parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join us for 
this special afternoon of prayer and devotion! For more 
information, please see Father Jim or contact Joan Foster 
at ajay7verizon.net or leave a message with the parish 
office at 978-281-4820. Please join us in honoring Our 
Blessed Mother! All are welcome! 
 

MAGNIFICAT: MARY’S SONG OF MERCY 
A Day of Prayer & Reflection 

Saturday, May 14th· Begins with Mass at 8:00am 
 

All are invited to join the Legion of Mary and its spiritual 
director, Cliff Garvey, for “Magnificat: Mary’s Song of 
Mercy” on Saturday, May 14th at Saint Anthony Chapel. 
During this four hour mini-retreat, we will explore the 
meaning and spiritual significance of the Magnifact (see 
Luke 1:46-55), Our Blessed Mother’s beautiful hymn of 
praise and thanksgiving, and its message of humility, 
love, and mercy. This special day of prayer and reflection 
will proceed according to the following schedule: 

 

Holy Mass at 8:00am 
 

Morning Prayer & Reflection at 9:00am 
 

Eucharistic Adoration & Rosary at 10:00am 
 

Daytime Prayer & Reflection at 11:00am 
 

Angelus & Closing Prayer at 12:00pm 
 

Throughout the morning, there will be scheduled breaks 
and also time for faith sharing, fellowship, and refresh-
ments. Coffee, tea, and bottled water will be available 
throughout the morning. And after closing prayers, a 
light lunch will be served. Although there is no registra-
tion fee for this event, a free will donation will be collect-
ed during the celebration of Mass. Also, please note that 
there will be no morning Mass at Saint Ann Church on 
Saturday, May 14th. 
 

If you would like to join the Legion of Mary for this spe-
cial day of prayer and reflection, please contact Cliff Gar-
vey as soon as possible at 978-281-4820 or cgar-
vey@ccgronline.com so that we can adequately plan for 
food and drinks. Please join us! All are invited! All are 
welcome! 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPRING VACATION CATHOLIC KIDS CAMP 
THE VATICAN EXPRESS 

Begins Tuesday, April 19th at 8:00am 
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is 
pleased to announce that all children (ages 5 through 11) 
are invited to participate in our first-ever Spring Vacation 
Catholic Kids Camp: The Vatican Express, from Tuesday, 
April 19th through Friday, April 22nd from 8:00am until 
12:00pm at Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. During 
this exciting week of prayer and fellowship, children will 
learn about the traditions and treasures of the Vatican 
through active and engaged participation in games, mu-
sic, skits, and easy-to-make crafts. 

 

Day I: Tuesday, April 19th 
Pope Francis: Our Holy Father 

 

Day II: Wednesday, April 20th 
The Crossed Keys: Saint Peter and the Popes 

 

Day III: Thursday, April 21st 
The Holy Eucharist: Our Greatest Treasure 

 

Day IV: Friday, April 22nd 
The Monstrance: Becoming a Missionary for Jesus 

 

Each day of the Vatican Express will begin with Mass at 
8:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. All parents, 
grandparents, and guardians are welcome to join us! Af-
ter Mass, Betsy Works and a team of volunteers will lead 
the children to Our Lady’s Parish Hall for a faith-filled 
and fun-filled morning of activities, learning, and good 
times with friends both new and old. The Vatican Ex-
press is a fun, thought-provoking, and faith-based pro-
gram that your children and grandchildren will love! 
 

The tuition for this innovative spring vacation youth faith 
formation program for children is just $25 per child for 
the entire week! Scholarships are available to those who 
cannot afford tuition. Also, adults and older children 
(ages 12 and up) are welcome to join us as volunteers and 
will be much appreciated! For more information about 
our Spring Vacation Catholic Kids Camp: The Vatican 
Express, please contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or  
bworks@ccgronline. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

MORE ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com/formation! 
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 

Celebrations of First Holy Communion 
 

The Holy Eucharist is the source and summit of our faith 
community’s joy and the center of our life of prayer, fel-
lowship, and service. This spring season, after almost one 
year of prayer, preparation, and study, sixty-two students 
in our youth faith formation program will receive the 
Body and Blood of the Risen Lord for the first time.  
 

As our annual celebrations of First Holy Communion con-
tinue, all parishioners are encouraged to be mindful of our 
remaining schedule: Saturday, April 16th at the 4:00pm 
Mass in Saint Ann Church; and Sunday, April 17th at the 
8:15am Mass in Saint Ann Church. 

 

For more information about youth faith formation in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please see 
Father Jim or contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or  
bworks@ccgronline.com. As we make final preparations 
for First Holy Communion, please pray for all of our 
young disciples, their parents, families, and catechists! 
Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support! 
 

MOTHER’S DAY MASS FOR FAMILIES 
Saturday, May 7th at 4:00pm· Saint Ann Church 

 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as 
these that the kingdom of heaven belongs (Mt 19:14).” In 
response to the Lord’s call, all parents, grandparents, god-
parents, and children of all ages are invited to join Father 
Jim for our Mother’s Day Mass for Families on Saturday, 
May 7th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann Church. 
 

During Mass, Father Jim will offer a special homily about 
Our Blessed Mother and Mother’s Day; and also offer a 
special blessing for all families and children. In addition, 
those who gather for this Mass for Families will join the 
Legion of Mary in the Annual May Crowning of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

As our Mother’s Day Mass for Families approaches, let us 
reaffirm that Mass is our class! Jesus is our teacher! And 
every family that joins us is a gift from God! For more in-
formation, please contact Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or 
frjim@ccgronline.com. Please spread the word! Please join 
us! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
CALLING YOUNG DISCIPLES! 

 

All children and teenagers are invited to participate in the 
life of our parishes as altar servers, greeters, or members 
of our music ministry. For more information, please see 
Father Jim or contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or  
bworks@ccgronline.com. Join us! All are welcome! 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
_________________ 

 

NEW RESOURCES ONLINE! 
Cardinal Seán & Pope Francis Speak to the World 

Join us: ccgronline.com/news! 
 

In recent weeks, both Cardinal Seán and Pope Francis 
have offered us much food for thought on the subjects of 
mercy and family life. On April 3rd, Cardinal Seán re-
leased a new Pastoral Letter to the Archdiocese of Boston 
entitled: “God’s Mercy Runs to Meet Us.” And just this 
week, Pope Francis published “Amoris Laetitia” or “The 
Joy of Love” which is an Apostolic Exhortation about fam-
ily life. Links to both documents are now posted on our 
website at ccgronline.com/news. Join us! 
 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE 
OUR LADY’S GUILD SPRING FAIR 
Saturday, April 30th· Our Lady’s Hall 

 

All are invited to join Our Lady’s Guild for its annual 
Spring Fair on Saturday, April 30th from 9:00am until 
1:00pm in Our Lady’s Hall. Highlights include our famous 
fried dough breakfast, a linguiça & hot dog lunch, and fun 
activities for children! 
 

Sale tables at this year’s fair include baked goods & fudge, 
jewelry, religious items, and the general store. We’ll also 
have raffles (including a bountiful basket of wine, cheese, 
and crackers)! Donations and volunteers are always wel-
come! For more information about the Spring Fair, please 
contact Joyce Lacerda at 978-283-3465 or Jean Madruga at 
978-281-1992. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

ADULT CHOIR MUSIC MINISTRY 
Wednesdays at 7:00pm· Saint Ann Church 

 

Saint Augustine once wrote: “To sing is to pray twice.” 
This is especially true when our Adult Choir sings at Mass 
or performs at special events during the year. Under the 
direction of Thomas Misuraca and Luann Palazolla, the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s Music 
Ministry meets for rehearsal on Wednesday evenings at 
7:00pm in Saint Ann Church.  
 

Every member of our music ministry offers their own per-
sonal gifts of time and talent to thank the Lord for his 
abundant blessings. And all members acknowledge that 
they belong to a ministry that strives to praise God 
through prayer, fellowship and service through music. For 
more information about becoming a part of this beautiful 
and important ministry in our parishes, please contact 
Tom Misuraca, Associate Minister of Music, at 978-281-
4820 or tmisuraca@ccgronline.com. New members are al-
ways welcome! Please join us! 
 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 

Follow us on Twitter: @ccgronline.com 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
Need Prayers? 

 

The Assisi Project is an international fellowship of Fran-
ciscans in spirit founded in 2007 by Father Jim and Cliff 
Garvey. Members of the Assisi Project on four continents 
around the world pray for those who ask us to pray for 
them. If you need prayers for yourself or a special inten-
tion, please contact Cliff Garvey at 978-281-4820 or cgar-
vey@ccgronline.com. For more information about the As-
sisi Project, please see Father Jim or Cliff or join us online: 
assisiproject.com. May the Risen Lord give you peace! 

 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL 

Saturday, June 4th· Saint Ann Church Hall 
 

On Saturday, June 4th, the Holy Family Women’s Guild 
will host its annual Strawberry Festival from 9:00am until 
2:00pm in Saint Ann Church Hall. This year, the Women’s 
Guild will honor the Gloucester Lobster Fishermen! Part 
of our celebration will include the sale of discarded lob-
ster buoys (which will be painted and paired with a gift 
certificate). If you can donate a buoy, please contact Jane 
Marshall at 978-283-5111. 
 

The Strawberry Festival will also feature handmade ce-
ramic mugs; homemade cookies, muffins, jams, and other 
delicious baked goods (including our famous strawberry 
shortcake); along with handcrafted knitted items, note-
cards, and other crafts. For more information about how 
you can help out with this year’s Strawberry Festival, 
please contact Janet Lucido at 978-526-1543. Please join us! 
All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

THE LEGION OF MARY 
Tuesdays at 4:00pm· Parish Center 

 

Founded in Ireland in 1921, the Legion of Mary is an in-
ternational fellowship of lay men and women who volun-
teer their time, talents, and prayers under the banner of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary by practicing the spiritual works 
of mercy in both of our parish communities. The Legion’s 
primary apostolate is to visit and pray with our aged, dis-
abled, homebound, and sick fellow parishioners. Mem-
bers also serve in many other volunteer ministries in both 
Holy Family Parish & Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. 
 

Every Tuesday afternoon at 4:00pm, the Legion of Mary 
gathers in the Parish Center (Saint Ann Campus) to pray 
the Rosary, share their faith experiences, and participate 
in a period of faith formation under the guidance of their 
spiritual director. For more information about the Legion 
of Mary, please contact Joan Foster at ajay7@verizon.net; 
Sue Demetri at sdemetri2000@yahoo.com; or leave a mes-
sage by calling our pastoral office at 978-281-4820. Please 
join us! New members are always welcome! 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
____________________ 

 

THE MEANING OF MERCY 
WORDS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 

 

God’s face is the face of a merciful father 
who is always patient. 

Have you thought about God’s patience, 
the patience he has with each one of us? 

That is his mercy.  
He always has the patience, patience with us. 

He understands us. He waits for us. 
He does not tire of forgiving us 

if we return to him with a contrite heart. 
 

THE MEANING OF MERCY 
 

In the Old Testament, the gift of mercy is dependent on 
God (Deuteronomy 7:9); and God’s message to the re-
pentant sinner is mercy rather than punishment. Like-
wise, God calls upon his people to show the same mercy 
to others that He shows to them. Mercy is an attitude 
which calls us to help those in distress. In the New Testa-
ment, through Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, 
mercy is always present in the world (Hebrews 2:17). 
 

The sinner should not presume that God automatically or 
mechanically offers divine mercy. It is only granted by 
God if and when the sinner acknowledges that mercy is 
incalculable and beyond human understanding. Mercy 
does not override justice; it transcends justice and it con-
verts the sinner into a just person by bringing about re-
pentance and openness to the Holy Spirit. 
 

Human mercy is an expression of divine mercy. Mercy 
sees the distress of others, identifies with it, and seeks to 
overcome it as one seeks to have one’s own suffering, 
guilt, and burdens overcome with the aid and assistance 
of others. Human mercy manifests divine mercy because 
of Christ’s identification with our plight through His pas-
sion, death, and resurrection. 
 

The Christian must forgive seven times seventy times, 
and Christian mercy is an expression of the double com-
mandment to love both God and neighbor. Mercy united 
with love fulfills the command of perfection (Colossians 
3:14), showing the same hospitality to others that is 
shown to Christ (Source: Our Sunday Visitor’s Revised 
Catholic Encyclopedia, 666-667). 
 

THE JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com/mercy 

 

For more information about the Jubilee Year of Mercy, 
including easy-to-use guides for the Divine Mercy Chap-
let and the Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation, all are 
invited to visit our website: ccgronline.com/mercy. Dur-
ing this Jubilee Year of Mercy, let us pray together for the 
grace to live the Gospel, to share God’s love, and to build 
up the Church! 
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OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of April 9th - April 10th 

 

Weekly Offerings at Mass        $6,820.00 
 

Electronic Donations        $1,177.00 
 

Total Offerings                 $7,997.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection           $80,023.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of April 9th - April 10th 

 

Weekly Offerings at Mass                               $3,382.00 
 

Electronic Donations              $28.00 
 

Total Offerings                      $3,410.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection                 $31,234.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

PARISH PAY 
Safe & Easy Electronic Giving 

 

Electronic giving is now available at both Holy Family 
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. It is easy, 
simple, and safe to make online donations to your home 
parish using a credit card, debit card, or electronic check. 
At parishpay.com, donations can be made on a one-time 
only or ongoing basis. And it takes just a few minutes to 
set up a secure personal account. For assistance or more 
information about electronic giving in the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport, please visit parish-
pay.com or contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820. 
 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary 
lamps, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The requested 
donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested dona-
tion for a sanctuary lamp is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 
 

In Memory of Allan R. McPhail 
Paschal Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

In Memory of Duchane & Swinson Families 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary gifts in 
memory of a deceased friend or loved one, please contact 
Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
Thank you for your generous support of Holy Family 
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

APRIL 16 - APRIL 24, 2016 

Saturday, April 16 Vigil· Fourth Sunday of Easter 

4:00pm· Saint Ann First Holy Communion 

6:00pm· OLGV 
Anna Lucido 

and Margaret, Giuseppe & John Giacalone 

Sunday, April 17 Fourth Sunday of Easter 

7:00am· OLGV Herman Surrette 

8:15am· Saint Ann First Holy Communion 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Alycia Mazzeo 

11:45am· OLGV 
Deceased Members  

of the Wilkins & Silva Families 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 Fourth Week of Easter 

Monday, April 18 
8:00am· OLGV 

Living Intention 
For Josephine Dicicco 

Tuesday, April 19 
8:00am· OLGV Mary MacEachern 

Wednesday, April 20 
8:00am· OLGV 

Helene Ayivor 

Thursday, April 21 
8:00am· OLGV Sandra Brooks 

Friday, April 22 
8:00am· OLGV Reverend Philip Conroy 

Saturday, April 23 
8:00am· Saint Ann Joseph & Nancy Parisi 

Saturday, April 23 Vigil· Fifth Sunday of Easter 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Frank Aloi 

6:00pm· OLGV Francesco Ciaramitaro 

Sunday, April 24 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

7:00am· OLGV Peter J. Cahill 

8:15am· Saint Ann 
Ralph Martin 

and Angie & Anthony Parisi 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Stephen Russo 

11:45am· OLGV Pietro Noto 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 


