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God has Big Picture in Mind 
By Janel Esker 

J esus mustn’t have been thinking 
about ten-month-olds when he 
suggested children would ask for 

safe items like eggs or fish. My daughter’s 
interests include electrical outlets, fan 
blades, and knives, so I think she’d be 
happy if we gave her a scorpion or a 
snake. We spend a good amount of time 
telling her “no,” much to her chagrin. 
Sometimes she listens, sometimes she 
doesn’t; and it doesn’t seem to stop her

from wanting to touch the same unsafe 
objects in an hour.

Our daughter can’t see the big picture 
as we, her parents, do. We can see that 
allowing her to stick her hand in a 
fan or outlet would lead to dreadful 
consequences; she sees only that we’re 
denying her curiosity and fun.

And so it is with prayer and God. 
God can see the big picture—what 
is ultimately an egg for us versus a 
scorpion, what will bring us most 
abundant life. We, with our limited 
human minds, cannot. And so deep 
trust is required—we can pray for 
what we want and need, but we must 
fundamentally trust that God knows best 
what we need.

Jesus says that all who seek will 
find and all who ask will receive. But 
he doesn’t say “all who seek will find 
exactly what they are seeking” or “all 
who ask will receive specifically what 
they requested.” Jesus isn’t Santa Claus 
working from our list of requests. He 
simply says they will “find” and they  
will “receive.” There will be an answer—
but it’s God’s answer, not ours. †

“We must fundamentally 
trust that God knows best 

what we need.”
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A Word From 
Pope Francis

God is patient with us because he 
loves us, and those who love are able 
to understand, to hope, to inspire 
confidence; they do not give up, they 
do not burn bridges, they are able to 
forgive. Let us remember this in our 
lives as Christians: God always waits 
for us, even when we have left him 
behind! He is never far from us, and 
if we return to him, he is ready to 
embrace us.

 — Homily for the 
Possession of the Chair 
of the Bishop of Rome, 

April 7, 2013Sunday Readings
Genesis 18:20–32
“The Lord replied, ‘If I find fifty 
innocent people in the city of 
Sodom, I will spare the whole 
place for their sake.’”

Colossians 2:12–14
“You were buried with him in 
baptism, in which you were also 
raised with him through faith.”

Luke 11:1–13
“If you then…know how to give 
good gifts to your children,  
how much more will the Father  
in heaven give the Holy Spirit  
to those who ask him?” 

•  Can I trust that God has  
the big picture in mind  
when he answers? 

•  Who or what do I find  
difficult to accept or forgive? 



pearl of great price must be sought and 
purchased. The net cannot cast itself, 
nor the haul be separated without the 
fisherman.

thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

During Mass, the Our Father comes 
between the preparation rite (he took 
and blessed) and the Communion rite 
(he broke and gave). It is as though the 
prayer gathers our intentions and lifts 
them up before opening the door to the 
banquet table.

Give us this day our daily bread;

The bread we seek is the Bread of Life 
itself: the Eucharist. It is “all appropriate 
goods and blessings, both material and 
spiritual” (CCC 2830). We cannot hope 
to receive a hearty seven-grain loaf if we 
are giving no more than a loaf-shaped 
stone to those who hunger for three 
squares a day, for companionship, for 
work, for the word of God.

and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us;

Who among us has not met at least one 
“impossible to forgive” person? One hurt 
me deeply and often, with no apparent 
remorse. I said I forgave her. I went to 
confession. I continued to speak to her 
with courtesy. But my jaw was clenched, 
my words cold. In time I realized that I 
had allowed my enmity to drive me out 
of the inner hearth where God abides in 
me. What a joy it must be to forgive like 
the father of the Prodigal Son! To forgive 
others as the Father has forgiven us is a 
life’s work worthy of our best.

and lead us not into temptation, 

As many of the saints have noted, 
temptation itself is good for us. Without 
it, we would be untried warriors who, 
in their first major battle against evil, 
wind up as POWs. And what we ask 
for we also must be willing to give: We 
must help others surmount temptation. 
Many go starving for spiritual and moral 
guidance. Every adult in the parish is 
accountable to God for training others to 
recognize and do battle with evil. When I 
provide my neighbor with a wise word or 
a moral example, I am doing for others 
what I ask the Father to do for me.

but deliver us from evil.

The Catechism recognizes Satan as  
“the angel who opposes God” and 
“‘throws himself across’ God’s plan  
and his work of salvation” (CCC 2851). 
At his “definitive defeat,” the world will be 
liberated from sin and death (CCC 2852). 
We oppose Satan best by sticking together, 
closing ranks around our caring Father. 
“Resist the devil,” St. James advises, “and 
he will flee from you” (4:7). † 
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The Prayer 
Jesus Taught Us
By Gloria Hutchinson

Our Father, who art in heaven,

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
assures us that the word our “excludes 
no one.” If we are sincere in using it, 
“our divisions and oppositions have to 
be overcome” (CCC 2792). We cannot 
pray “our” without including every single 
person for whom Christ died. The Our 
Father calls us into the family—rich and 
poor, powerful and victimized, beloved 
and despised, living and dead. 

hallowed be thy name;

“It is characteristic of love to think 
first of the one whom we love,” the 
Catechism says (CCC 2804). The first 
three affirmations of the Our Father bear 
this aroma of selflessness: God, we love 
you; we hallow your name; we desire the 
fulfillment of your will.

thy kingdom come; 

The kingdom has come in Christ 
himself and will come in glory 
when Jesus appears at the end times. 
Sometimes, in the midst of Mass,  
we actually sense that the kingdom is, 
as Jesus said, at hand. It is there in the 
homilist’s words that make us say,  
“Yes, that’s how it is.”

The kingdom parables show that the 
disciples must exert effort. The sower 
must sow and harvest. The yeast cannot 
leaven the loaf unless the woman kneads 
it. The treasure in the field and the 

Mon.  St. James: 2 Corinthians 4:7–15 / 
Matthew 20:20–28 

 Tue.   Sts. Joachim and Anne: Jeremiah 
14:17–22 / Matthew 13:36–43 

 Wed. Weekday: Jeremiah 15:10, 16–21 /  
  Matthew 13:44–46

 Thu.   Weekday: Jeremiah 18:1–6 /  
Matthew 13:47–53 

 Fri.  St. Martha: Jeremiah 26:1–9 /  
  John 11:19–27 or Luke 10:38–42

 Sat.   Weekday: Jeremiah 26:11–16, 24 / 
Matthew 14:1–12

Lord, you came to offer  
God’s forgiveness to all people. 
Help me to forgive my brothers 

and sisters from the heart.   

— From Faithful Meditations  
for Every Day in Ordinary Time,  

Rev. Warren J. Savage  
and Mary Ann McSweeny
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