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SUMMER CATHOLIC KIDS CAMP
THE VATICAN EXPRESS, PART 3
Begins Tuesday, August 23rd at 8:00am

THIRD ANNUAL SUMMER RETREAT
THE JESUS PRAYER
Begins Monday, August 8th at 7:00pm

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is
pleased to announce that all children (ages 5 through 11)
are invited to participate in our next Catholic Kids Camp:
The Vatican Express, Part 3 from Tuesday, August 23rd
through Friday, August 26th from 8:00am until 12:00pm
at Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. During this exciting week of prayer and fellowship, children will learn
about the traditions and treasures of the Vatican through
active and engaged participation in games, music, skits,
and easy-to-make crafts.

The summer season is a great time of year for stepping
back from the business and busy-ness of daily life in order
to focus on our personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Unfortunately, few among us are able to leave work, family, and friends for a real retreat from the world. For this
reason, the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is pleased to announce our Third Annual Summer
Retreat!

Day I: Tuesday, August 23rd
The Miracles of the Eucharist and the Saints

From Monday, August 8th through Friday, August 12th,
all are invited to join Father Jim and Cliff Garvey for a
unique opportunity to experience the spiritual peace and
renewal of a week-long retreat without leaving home! Our
retreat will be based on John Michael Talbot’s book, “The
Jesus Prayer: A Cry for Mercy, A Path for Renewal.” For
centuries, the Jesus Prayer has led countless disciples toward a deeper and more intimate experience with Christ
and his gifts of love and mercy. Talbot’s book offers readers a step-by-step and word-by-word approach for understanding the Jesus Prayer and for making it a central component of our spiritual lives.

Day II: Wednesday, August 24th
The Eucharist Miracle and Saint Clare of Assisi
Day III: Thursday, August 25th
The Eucharist Miracle and Saint Francis of Assisi
Day IV: Friday, August 26th
The Eucharist Miracle and Blessed Imelda Lambertini
Each day of the Vatican Express, Part 3 will begin with
Mass at 8:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. All
parents, grandparents, and guardians are welcome to join
us! After Mass, Betsy Works and a team of volunteers
will lead the children to Our Lady’s School for a faithfilled and fun-filled morning of activities, learning, and
good times with friends both new and old. The Vatican
Express, Part II is a fun, exciting, and educational program that your children and grandchildren will love!

Each evening of our retreat will begin promptly at 7:00pm
in Saint Anthony Chapel with Evening Prayer from the
Liturgy of the Hours. After that, Father Jim and Cliff will
lead our community in a period of reflection, discussion,
and faith sharing. We will conclude each evening at
8:30pm with Night Prayer. Between each retreat session,
participants will be asked to read brief selections from
John Michael Talbot’s book and to engage in a daily prayer exercise. During each day of the retreat, Saint Anthony
Chapel will open at 12:00pm for silent personal prayer
and reflection.

The tuition for this innovative summer youth faith formation program is just $25 per child for the entire week!
Scholarships are available to those who cannot afford
tuition. Also, adults and older children (ages 12 and up)
are welcome to join us as volunteers and will be much
appreciated! For more information about our Catholic
Kids Camp: The Vatican Express Part 3, please contact
Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or bworks@ccgronline.
Please join us! All are welcome!

In order to adequately plan for the retreat, please contact
Cliff Garvey at 978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com if
you plan to join us. A donation of $25 is requested from
those who can afford it. Copies of the book, along with
coffee, tea, and cold water will be provided. Please join
us! All are welcome!

MORE ONLINE!
Join us: ccgronline.com/formation!
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____________________

UPDATE: OUR TOWERING CHALLENGE
One year ago, I shared with you what can be best described as a “towering challenge” for the good and faithful people
of Holy Family Parish. As you know, when I became your pastor two summers ago, there was much talk about a proposal to make Saint Ann Church more accessible by installing an elevator and to renovate the parish hall, kitchen, and
bathrooms. At the time, the estimated cost of just the elevator (excluding the other projects) was almost one million dollars. And although many thousands of dollars had already been spent on engineering consultants and architectural
plans, a thorough inspection of the structural integrity of the church had not been conducted. So, with the support of
our finance council, I requested a professional and thorough inspection of Saint Ann Church. The results were both disturbing and disheartening. Over the years, the virtue of deferred maintenance has become the vice of neglect. The ceiling over the spot where the new elevator would have opened into the church is cracked and crumbling. Archways and
ceilings in the choir loft and tower have collapsed to the point where all public access to these portions of the church is
now prohibited. The anchors, frames, pins, and sills that support both the large and small rose windows are in such bad
shape that they need to be rebuilt. And the buttresses on the front of the church have deteriorated to the point that they
are separating from the building and threatening its long-term structural stability.
Many of the church’s problems are caused by masonry leaks in the bell tower that allow water to travel from the steeple,
through the tower, and then into the spaces between the exterior stonework and interior plaster. These leaks are causing
the tower, the east wall, and the interior (especially in the vestibule and choir loft) to deteriorate at an accelerated pace,
causing noticeable damage to the front doors, ceilings, walls, and woodwork of the church. These problems are worsened by severe winters that cause water to freeze, expand, melt, and contract. Overall, we have reached the point where
major portions of our beautiful and historic church must be restored (not just repaired) for both safety and structural
reasons. This is no longer about maintaining our church; this is about restoring it and saving it. In short, this potentially
ruinous situation is urgent and must be addressed now.
During the past year, Saint Ann Church has been poked, prodded, checked and double-checked by local and regional
experts to ensure that we have found any and all problems that might affect its long-term structural stability. Competitive bids to complete the restoration work were submitted by four respected contractors. After studying these bids and
consulting with our finance council, parish council, pastoral team, representatives from all of our parish ministries, and
archdiocesan officials, we have decided to engage the services of Aniceto Historical Restorations, Incorporated of Milford, Massachusetts, a construction firm with a strong reputation for completing similar projects in the Archdiocese of
Boston, to complete this project before the end of this calendar year. The overall cost of this necessary project will be approximately one million dollars.
At this point, the success of the Saint Ann Church Restoration Project depends solely on your support. In order to save
our church for future generations of faithful and faith-filled parishioners, we must rededicate all of the donations for the
so-called elevator project; and we must begin a vigorous campaign for additional donations. Since calling attention to
this problem last year, I have spoken with countless parishioners before and after Mass, at parish events, and in private
one-on-one conversations about the challenges facing Saint Ann Church and Holy Family Parish. Some parishioners
have asked for their money back. But most parishioners have strongly urged us to forge ahead with plans to restore
Saint Ann Church before it’s too late. Needless to say, we cannot meet this towering challenge without your encouragement, enthusiasm, prayers, and support. As always, if you have comments, questions, or a few dollars to spare for this
good and worthy cause, please do not hesitate to contact me.
More than 800 years ago, a young man named Francis walked into a dilapidated little church and knelt in prayer before
an ancient crucifix. He prayed: “Most High and Glorious God, enlighten the darkness of my heart. Give me right faith,
certain hope, and perfect charity. O Lord, give me insight and wisdom, so that I might always discern your holy and
true will. Amen.” Upon completing this prayer, the Crucified Christ spoke: “Francis, go and rebuild my church!” That
young man would become Saint Francis of Assisi. Many centuries later, we are faced with a similar prayer and a similar
challenge. Let us pray for faith, hope, and love. Let us pray for guidance and wisdom. Let us pray for courage and perseverance to confront our towering challenge. And let us pray for the grace and strength to live the Gospel, to share
God’s love, and to rebuild our beautiful church! Amen! Saint Ann, pray for us! Saint Joachim, pray for us! Saint Anthony, pray for us! Saint Francis, pray for us! Saint Peter, pray for us! Our Lady of Good Voyage, pray for us! May the Sacred of Heart of Jesus have mercy on us!
Peace and blessings to all,
Father Jim
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THE ASSISI PROJECT
Need Prayers?

MERCY FRIDAY
A YEAR OF MERCY SPECIAL EVENT
Friday, August 5th· Begins at Noon

Founded in 2007 by Father Jim and Cliff Garvey, the Assisi Project is a fellowship of “Franciscans in Spirit” with
friends and followers on four continents. Members of the
Assisi Project throughout the world pray for those who
ask for prayers. If you would like us to pray for you or
your special intention, please contact Cliff at 978-281-4820
or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. For more information about
the Assisi Project, please see Father Jim or Cliff; or visit
assisiproject.com. May the Lord give you peace!

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD
Summer Indoor Beach Party
Tuesday, August 2nd at 6:30pm

In March 2015, Pope Francis announced that the Roman
Catholic Church would celebrate a Jubilee Year of Mercy
beginning on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary (last December 8th) and concluding on the
Feast of Christ the King (this coming November 20th).
And last December, Pope Francis inaugurated the Jubilee
Year of Mercy by opening the Holy Door at Saint Peter’s
Basilica in Rome. Overall, the theme of this extraordinary
jubilee year is “Merciful Like the Father” and its primary
focus is an ongoing invitation to all people to experience
God’s forgiveness, love, and mercy through prayer, penance, worship, and the Sacraments of the Church.

After a brief summer break, the Holy Family Women’s
Guild will resume meeting with a Summer Indoor Beach
Party on Tuesday, August 2nd beginning at 6:30pm in
Monsignor Sullivan Hall (Saint Ann Church Campus).
After a brief business meeting and collection of dues
($15.00 per year), we will enjoy some great food, dessert,
and entertainment. For more information about the Holy
Family Women’s Guild and its good work in our parish,
please contact Lydia Bertolino at lbertolino4@msn.com or
by calling our pastoral office at 978-281-4820. New members are always welcome! Bring a friend! Please join us!

The tradition of the jubilee year is rooted in the Old Testament Book of Leviticus (Lev 25:8-13). In 1300, Pope
Boniface VII convoked the first jubilee year in the Roman
Catholic Church and offered all believers an opportunity
for the universal forgiveness of sins. Since then, such holy or jubilee years have been celebrated every 25 or 50
years. The Catholic Church last celebrated a Jubilee Year
in 2000 to mark the beginning of a new millennium. This
Jubilee Year of Mercy is “extraordinary” because the Holy Father broke from tradition and announced it without
advance notice or planning.

THE LEGION OF MARY
Wednesdays at 4:00pm· New Members Welcome!

In the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, we
are celebrating the Jubilee Year of Mercy with special
programs and events throughout the year. For example,
our next “Mercy Friday” is scheduled for Friday, August
5th in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. Our vigil of
prayer will begin at 12:00pm with Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament and Daytime Prayer from the Liturgy
of the Hours. At 3:00pm, we will pray the Divine Mercy
Chaplet. From 5:00pm until 6:00pm, Father Jim will hear
confessions. And at 6:30pm, we will conclude with Evening Prayer (with Homily) and Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament. Please join us for all or part of this special day
of devotion, prayer, and worship. All are welcome!

Founded in Ireland in 1921, the Legion of Mary is an international fellowship of lay men and women who volunteer their time, talents, and prayers under the banner of
the Blessed Virgin Mary by practicing the spiritual works
of mercy in both of our parish communities. The Legion’s
primary apostolate is to visit and pray with our aged, disabled, homebound, and sick fellow parishioners. Members also serve in many other volunteer ministries in both
Holy Family Parish & Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish.
Every Wednesday afternoon at 4:00pm, the Legion of
Mary gathers in the parish center, which is located beside
Saint Ann Church, to pray the Rosary, share their faith
experiences, and participate in a period of faith formation
under the guidance of their spiritual director. For more
information about the Legion of Mary and its good work
in Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish, please contact Joan Foster at ajay7@verizon.net; Sue
Demetri at sdemetri2000@yahoo.com; or leave a message
by calling our pastoral office at 978-281-4820. Please join
us! New members are always welcome!

Throughout the year, other programs and special events
will include opportunities for scripture study, group spiritual direction, a fall mini-course, and a summer retreat
all focused on offering our fellow parishioners and
friends opportunities to deepen their personal relationships with the Lord and to experience God’s love and
mercy in their own lives. Throughout the year, let us
pray for each other and for our parish communities: that
the Lord will bless us with his boundless love and mercy.
For more information about the Jubilee Year of Mercy in
the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport,
please contact Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or
978-281-4820. May God have mercy on us all!

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE
Join us: ccgronline.com!
4

THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT

SACRAMENTAL NEWS & INFORMATION
____________________

JULY 31, 2016
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THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Schedule for the Month of August

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Saturdays at 6:30am· Parish Center

The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of three Sacraments
of Initiation in the Roman Catholic Church. The two other
Sacraments of Initiation are Eucharist and Confirmation.
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church:
“Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the
gateway to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives
access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism, we are
freed from sin and reborn as children of God; we become
members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church, and
made sharers in her mission (CCC 1213).”

The Men’s Fellowship meets every Saturday morning at
6:30am in the Parish Center (Saint Ann Church Campus).
New members are always welcome to join us for prayer,
faith sharing, and mutual support as we work on deepening our personal relationships with Jesus Christ. For more
information, please contact Al Mitchell at 978-879-3655 or
albiemitchell@me.com. Please join us! All are welcome!

During the month of August, the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport will celebrate the Sacrament of
Baptism according to the following schedule:

All are cordially invited to join the Catholic Community
of Gloucester & Rockport as we pray the Holy Rosary every morning immediately after our 8:00am Daily Mass. By
praying the Rosary, we grow closer to our Risen Lord by
meditating on the mysteries of his life, death, and resurrection; and we grow closer to our Blessed Mother by asking for her powerful intercession for ourselves, our parishes, and our troubled world.

Baptism Preparation Workshop
Sunday, August 7th at 1:00pm
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church
Sacrament of Baptism
Sunday, August 14th at 1:00pm
Saint Ann Church
Sacrament of Baptism
Sunday, August 21st at 1:00pm
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church
Sacrament of Baptism
Sunday, August 28th at 11:00am
Saint Joachim Church
During the month of July, the following fourteen children
received the Sacrament of Baptism here in the Catholic
Community of Gloucester & Rockport:
Summer Avila· Joie Borowski
James Cordero· Christian Colby
Theadora Geisel· Ethan Hornish
Esme Lopes· Bryson Mathis
Valentina Souza· Lucas van Derwerken
Max Viator· Yelimi Vincente
If you would like to schedule your child’s baptism, please
contact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-2814820. If you are an adult who has not been baptized and
would like to prepare for the Sacrament of Baptism or the
other Sacraments of Initiation in the Roman Catholic
Church, please contact Cliff Garvey at 978-281-4820 or
cgarvey@ccgronline.com. Congratulations! Please pray
for these recently baptized young disciples, their parents,
grandparents, and godparents! Thank you for your prayers! May God bless you and your family!

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE!
Join us: ccgronline.com/sacraments!
Follow us on Twitter: @ccgronline

THE HOLY ROSARY
Monday Through Saturday After Daily Mass

Daily Mass is celebrated in Our Lady of Good Voyage
Church on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings at
8:00am; in Saint Joachim Church on Tuesday & Thursday
mornings at 8:00am; and in Saint Ann Church on Saturday mornings at 8:00am. For more information, please see
Father Jim or contact him at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978281-4820. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

SUMMER CARILLON RECITALS
An Our Lady of Good Voyage Tradition
Begins Saturday, August 6th at 5:00pm
An annual tradition returns this summer to Our Lady of
Good Voyage Parish! Our Summer Carillon Recitals are
scheduled to begin on Saturday, August 6th at 5:00pm
(rain or shine). Once again, Luann Pallazola, our own very
talented organist-keyboardist has prepared programs that
include familiar classical and international pieces, popular
hymns, patriotic melodies, and even children’s tunes!
Installed in 1922, the carillon bells in Our Lady of Good
Voyage Church were the first toned set of carillon bells in
the United States. Although our bells can be heard from
several blocks away, the sound is best near the church.
Other recitals are scheduled for the following Saturday
afternoons at 5:00pm: August 13th, August 20th, August
27th, and September 3rd.
These recitals are free and open to the public! So, bring a
cold drink or coffee! Bring a friend! Enjoy this wonderful
summer tradition! And don’t forget that Mass begins at
6:00pm! All are invited! All are welcome! For more information, please contact LuAnn Pallazola at 978-281-4820 or
lpallazola@gmail.com.
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JULY 30 - AUGUST 7, 2016

HOLY FAMILY PARISH
Weekend of July 23rd - July 24th

Saturday, July 30

Vigil· 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00pm· Saint Ann

Caterina Puglisi Favazza

6:00pm· OLGV

Rose & Habeeb Sallah
and Rita & Joseph Girard

Sunday, July 31

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00am· OLGV

Colonel Donald McCarthy

8:15am· Saint Ann

Patrick Garvey

10:00am· Saint Joachim

Walter & Madeline O’Donnell

11:45am· OLGV

Joseph Luongo

5:00pm· Saint Ann

Mass for the People

Weekly Offerings at Mass
Electronic Donations

Richard Devlin

Tuesday, August 2
8:00am· Saint Joachim

Special Intention

Wednesday, August 3
8:00am· OLGV

All Souls in Purgatory

Thursday, August 4
8:00am· Saint Joachim

Reverend Jacques Hamel

Friday, August 5
8:00am· OLGV

Reverend Henry Cicale

Saturday, August 6
8:00am· Saint Ann

Christopher Wheeler

Saturday, August 6

Vigil· 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00pm· Saint Ann

Robert Diabo

6:00pm· OLGV

Anthony Testaverde

Sunday, August 7

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00am· OLGV

Deceased Members
of Our Lady’s Guild

8:15am· Saint Ann

Adolf Leonowert

10:00am· Saint Joachim

Eugene & Marjorie Mondello

11:45am· OLGV

Alfredo Silva

5:00pm· Saint Ann

Mass for the People

$878.00

Total Offerings

$9,005.00

Pastor’s Challenge

$9,336.00

Thank you for your generous support
of Holy Family Parish!

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH
Weekend of July 23rd - July 24th
Weekly Offerings at Mass

$3,927.00

Thank you for your generous support
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

SANCTUARY GIFTS
At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary
lamps, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one.
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The requested
donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested donation for a sanctuary lamp is $25. This week, donations
were offered for the following intentions:

18th Week in Ordinary Time
Monday, August 1
8:00am· OLGV

$8,127.00

In Memory of Reverend Jacques Hamel
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church
In Memory of Georgia & Alfred Forrest
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church
For more information about donating sanctuary gifts in
memory of a deceased friend or loved one, please contact
Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820.
Thank you for your generous support of the Catholic
Community of Gloucester & Rockport at Holy Family
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

PASTOR’S NOTE
Remembering Father Jacques Hamel
Through the generosity of an anonymous benefactor, the
sanctuary candle in Saint Ann Church burns this week in
memory of the Reverend Jacques Hamel, a French priest
who was recently murdered by terrorists while celebrating the Holy Mass in Normandy, France. As a community
united in prayer, let us pray for the soul of Father Hamel
and for the souls of all victims of violence and terrorism.
May the Lord bless them and their grieving families with
his consolation and peace. May the Lord bless our world
with a renewed commitment to justice and peace. And
may all the angels and saints pray for our troubled world.
Peace and blessings to all! — Father Jim
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