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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT... 
____________________ 

 

GROWING YOUNG DISCIPLES, PART I 
 

Last summer, after much prayer and consultation with experts, parishioners, and other pastors, the Catholic Community 
of Gloucester & Rockport embarked on a journey to reimagine, rebuild, and restructure our youth faith formation pro-
grams. Our research and long years of declining participation led us to two important conclusions about youth faith for-
mation. First, the traditional way of teaching our children and grandchildren about Christ and His Church (the class-
room model) is no longer an effective way of sharing the faith or forming young disciples. Second, a consensus is emerg-
ing throughout the Catholic Church that we should focus our energies on sacramental preparation, family-friendly litur-
gies, lifelong faith formation, and creative ways of welcoming people of all ages and generations back into our parishes. 
 

When Betsy Works joined our pastoral team last fall as Associate Minister for Youth Faith Formation, we thought that 
we would be reinventing the wheel. But we soon discovered that we are part of a much larger movement in every region 
of the country. Betsy is an experienced educator and a person of deep prayer and strong faith. She has a passion for inno-
vative approaches to learning, teaching, and faith formation. She traveled throughout our region and across the country; 
spoke with countless pastors and lay ministers; and met with many parents and volunteers about creating youth faith 
formation programs that focus on helping young disciples to develop deep and lasting relationships with Christ and his 
Church. During the past ten months, Betsy and a team of dedicated volunteers offered four week-long opportunities for 
children to meet Jesus, to learn from Jesus, and to grow in faith, hope, and love with Jesus. These Catholic Kids Camps 
are laser focused on interactive and multi-sensory learning. They made a real difference in the spiritual lives of many of 
our youngest fellow parishioners. And they received rave reviews from parents, volunteers, children, and catechetical 
leaders. During the coming school year, we will offer four more camps for younger children (ages 5 through 11) which 
are conveniently scheduled during school vacations. If a child attends just two camps, then that child will receive more 
instructional hours under this model of youth faith formation than under the traditional classroom model. More im-
portantly, they will grow in faith and discipleship with Christ, with Christ’s Church, and with other young disciples. 
 

In addition, we have reimagined the way that we will prepare children for the Sacraments of First Penance & Reconcilia-
tion, First Holy Communion, and Confirmation. For decades, these programs were part of a decade-long process that 
began in the first grade and concluded during high school. These programs were conducted according to the traditional 
classroom model. They were long and often interrupted by holidays, snowstorms, and school vacations. They were also 
expensive and ineffective. Each year, we would rejoice in a family’s enthusiasm during preparations for First Holy Com-
munion; and later we would endure that same family’s growing ambivalence during preparations for Confirmation. For 
too many teenagers, Confirmation has sadly become a kind of graduation from the Church, rather than the joyful begin-
ning of life as an active adult disciple in the Church. We hope to end this tragic transition from enthusiasm to ambiva-
lence by transforming sacramental preparation into an engaging process for the whole family. 
 

First, we will continue to place primary focus on attending Mass. For more than a century, the Church has required eve-
ry parish to provide some kind of religious education to children. During recent decades, we have asked parents to dedi-
cate one hour each week to their child’s religious education by enrolling them in a faith formation program. Unfortu-
nately, we failed to remind parents of their baptismal promise to be the first teachers of their children in all matters relat-
ed to faith and morals; and that the most important component of that responsibility is attending Mass as a family. In 
our increasingly busy, stressful, and over-scheduled world, it has become common for parents to entrust their children 
to us for an hour of instruction each week but not join us for Mass each weekend. So, we will continue to ask parents to 
dedicate one hour each week to their child’s religious education — by bringing them to church! Every weekend, the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport offers seven opportunities for families to attend Mass. And I will contin-
ue to personally invite families with children to four Family Masses which are scheduled for the coming school year.  
 

Second, we will no longer prepare students for First Penance or First Holy Communion through the traditional class-
room model. Instead, second grade students and their parents will be asked to join us for Mass and participate in two 
ninety-minute workshops in preparation for First Penance; and to join us for Mass and participate in three ninety-minute 
workshops in preparation for First Holy Communion. In order to make our program as family-friendly as possible, each 
workshop will be offered at three different times. So, each family can choose which option works best for them. This ap-
proach to sacramental preparation has been tried and tested in our own archdiocese and throughout the country. It is 
focused on families. And it is firmly rooted in the Holy Eucharist. Schedules and registration forms are now posted on 
our website: ccgronline.com/formation. In coming weeks, I will share more information about preparing for the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation. Until then, please pray for our young disciples and their families! 
 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Father Jim 
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SUMMER CATHOLIC KIDS CAMP 
THE VATICAN EXPRESS, PART 3 

Begins Tuesday, August 23rd at 8:00am 
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is 
pleased to announce that all children (ages 5 through 11) 
are invited to participate in our next Catholic Kids Camp: 
The Vatican Express, Part 3 from Tuesday, August 23rd 
through Friday, August 26th from 8:00am until 12:00pm at 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. During this exciting 
week of prayer and fellowship, children will learn about 
the traditions and treasures of the Vatican through active 
and engaged participation in games, music, skits, and 
easy-to-make crafts. 

 

Day I: Tuesday, August 23rd 
The Miracles of the Eucharist and the Saints 

 

Day II: Wednesday, August 24th 
The Eucharist Miracle and Saint Clare of Assisi 

 

Day III: Thursday, August 25th 
The Eucharist Miracle and Saint Francis of Assisi 

 

Day IV: Friday, August 26th 
The Eucharist Miracle and Blessed Imelda Lambertini 

 

Each day of the Vatican Express, Part 3 will begin with 
Mass at 8:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. All 
parents, grandparents, and guardians are welcome to join 
us! After Mass, Betsy Works and a team of volunteers will 
lead the children to Our Lady’s School for a faith-filled 
and fun-filled morning of activities, learning, and good 
times with friends both new and old. The Vatican Express, 
Part 3 is a fun, exciting, and educational program that 
your children and grandchildren will love! 
 

The tuition for this innovative summer youth faith for-
mation program is just $25 per child for the entire week! 
Scholarships are available to those who cannot afford tui-
tion. Also, adults and older children (ages 12 and up) are 
welcome to join us as volunteers and will be much appre-
ciated! Registration forms are available online or by con-
tacting our pastoral office! For more information about 
our next Catholic Kids Camp: The Vatican Express, Part 3, 
please contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or 
bworks@ccgronline. Please join us! All are welcome! 

 

OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
____________________ 

 

ON RETREAT WITH THE JESUS PRAYER 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner! 
 

For five consecutive nights last week, sixty-five parishion-
ers and friends of the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport participated in all (or part) of our Third An-
nual Summer Retreat at Saint Anthony Chapel. Each night 
of the retreat began and ended with Evening Prayer and 
Night Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours. In between, 
Cliff Garvey led us on a truly amazing journey into histo-
ry, practice, theology, and spirituality of the Jesus Prayer, 
one of the oldest and most powerful prayers of the Chris-
tian tradition (see above). As a community of believers 
and friends, we also prayed the Jesus Prayer Rosary, 
asked good questions, and shared our faith experiences. 
 

Over the years, I have seen Cliff lead eight pilgrimages to 
Assisi, seven RCIA programs, four weekend retreats, and 
countless days of prayer and reflection for adults of all 
ages. But I have never seen him put so much preparation 
and so much of himself into leading and preaching a re-
treat. His passion for prayer and spirituality shined 
brightly, almost luminously, through every single evening 
of this retreat. And based on feedback received from par-
ticipants, this opinion was shared by everyone. 
 

This year, our retreatants ranged in age from 14 to 84. De-
spite the heat and humidity, turnout was incredibly good. 
It was great to see some new faces; some married couples; 
and even some visitors from other parishes who joined us 
for what has become an annual tradition in our communi-
ty. The summer retreat was so successful that I have 
asked Cliff to prepare a one or two night reprise for the 
fall season that will include some new material about the 
Jesus Prayer and those who practice it around the world. 
So, please keep your eyes, hearts, and minds open for 
more information coming soon!  
 

As a busy pastor who sometimes finds it difficult to take 
time out for long periods of prayer, I was especially grate-
ful for our summer retreat because it taught me how to 
“pray without ceasing” by incorporating the Jesus Prayer 
into my daily ministry and work. Whether while driving 
in the car, working at the computer, or pausing to breathe 
between confessions, funerals, meetings, pastoral visits, or 
weekend liturgies, the powerful simplicity of the Jesus 
Prayer can fill our hearts and bring us closer to our Risen 
Lord: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, 
a sinner.” If I can do it, you can, too! 
 

On behalf of everyone who participated in our Third An-
nual Summer Retreat, I wish to sincerely thank Cliff Gar-
vey for a job well done and to ask all parishioners to pray 
for Cliff and for his ongoing good work in our parishes. 
 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Father Jim 
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JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
____________________ 

 

THE MEANING OF MERCY 
WORDS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 

 

The world needs forgiveness. 
Too many people are caught up in resentment 

& harbor hatred because they are incapable of forgiving. 
They ruin their own lives and the lives of others 

rather than finding joy, serenity, and peace. 
Let us ask Saint Francis of Assisi to intercede for us, 

so that we may always be humble signs  
of forgiveness and instruments of God’s mercy. 

 

Pope Francis 
Assisi, Italy — August 14, 2016 

 

THE MEANING OF MERCY 
IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

In the Old Testament, the gift of mercy is dependent on 
God (Deuteronomy 7:9); and God’s message to the re-
pentant sinner is mercy rather than punishment. Like-
wise, God calls upon his people to show the same mercy 
to others that He shows to them. Mercy is an attitude 
which calls us to help those in distress. In the New Testa-
ment, through Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, 
mercy is always present in the world (Hebrews 2:17). 
 

The sinner should not presume that God automatically or 
mechanically offers divine mercy. It is only granted by 
God if and when the sinner acknowledges that mercy is 
incalculable and beyond human understanding. Mercy 
does not override justice; it transcends justice and it con-
verts the sinner into a just person by bringing about re-
pentance and openness to the Holy Spirit. 
 

Human mercy is an expression of divine mercy. Mercy 
sees the distress of others, identifies with it, and seeks to 
overcome it as one seeks to have one’s own suffering, 
guilt, and burdens overcome with the aid and assistance 
of others. Human mercy manifests divine mercy because 
of Christ’s identification with our plight through His pas-
sion, death, and resurrection. 
 

The Christian must forgive seven times seventy times, 
and Christian mercy is an expression of the double com-
mandment to love both God and neighbor. Mercy united 
with love fulfills the command of perfection (Colossians 
3:14), showing the same hospitality to others that is 
shown to Christ (Source: Our Sunday Visitor’s Revised 
Catholic Encyclopedia, 666-667). 
 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY ONLINE! 
 

For more about the Year of Mercy, including information 
about upcoming events and our easy-to-use guides to the 
Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation (Confession) and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet, please visit our website: 
ccgronline.com/mercy. Please join us! All are invited! All 
are welcome!  

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
Need Prayers? 

 

Founded by Father Jim and Cliff Garvey in 2007, the Assi-
si Project is an international fellowship of “Franciscans in 
Spirit” with friends and followers on four continents. 
Members of the Assisi Project around the world pray for 
those who ask for prayers. If you would like us to pray 
for you or your special intention, please contact Cliff at 
978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. 
 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Help Us Help Others! New Members Welcome! 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization dedicated to responding to any request from 
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we 
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy. Our Clothes 
Closet is open on Saturdays from 10:00am until 1:00pm. 
And our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable 
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of 
our churches. The Food Pantry needs the following items: 
 

Canned Chicken, Ham, Stew, or Tuna 
Crackers· Canned Juice· Chicken or Tuna Helper 

Mayonnaise· Instant Potatoes· Hot & Cold Cereals 
Pancake Mix & Maple Syrup· Chef Boyardee 

Peanut Butter & Jelly· Jarred Pasta Sauce 
 

Donation envelopes are located at the entrances of our 
churches and can be placed in the offertory basket or 
mailed to the parish center. Checks should be made paya-
ble to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are held 
on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm. New 
members and volunteers are needed and always wel-
come! For more information, please contact Annette Ken-
nedy at 978-283-1268 or Harry Miller at 978-281-2701. For 
assistance, please contact the Saint Vincent de Paul Socie-
ty Hotline at 978-281-8672. Thank you! 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
A Reminder About Newsletter Submissions 

 

All parishioners of the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport at both Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish are reminded that submissions to 
our weekly newsletter are due by 12:00pm on Fridays, 
one full week before the following Sunday’s publication. 
Submissions that announce a parish event are given first 
priority. They must include date, time, location, and con-
tact information. All requested submissions may be edit-
ed for content and style. All requests should be sent di-
rectly to Father Jim. For more information, please contact 
him at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Thank you 
for your continued cooperation, encouragement, and sup-
port for our newsletter ministry! Peace and blessings! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

SUMMER CARILLON RECITALS 
An Our Lady of Good Voyage Tradition 

Saturday, August 20th at 5:00pm 
 

An annual tradition continues this summer at Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish! Our Summer Carillon Recitals are 
scheduled for this Saturday, August 20th at 5:00pm and 
next Saturday, August 27 at 5:00pm (rain or shine). Once 
again, LuAnn Pallazola, our own very talented organist-
keyboardist has prepared programs that include familiar 
classical and international pieces, popular hymns, patriot-
ic melodies, and even children’s tunes! 
 

Installed in 1922, the carillon bells in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Church were the first toned set of carillon bells in 
the United States. Although our bells can be heard from 
several blocks away, the sound is best near the church. 
The final carillon recitals of the summer season are sched-
uled for the following dates: Saturday, August 27th at 
5:00pm and Saturday, September 3rd at 5:00pm. 
 

These recitals are free and open to the public! So, bring a 
cold drink or coffee! Bring a friend! Enjoy this wonderful 
summer tradition! And don’t forget that Mass begins at 
6:00pm! All are invited! All are welcome! For more infor-
mation, please contact LuAnn Pallazola at 978-281-4820 or 
lpallazola@gmail.com. 
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
FATHER JIM’S SUMMER ART CONTEST 

Calling Young Disciples! 
 

All young disciples (ages 5 through 11) are invited to par-
ticipate in Father Jim’s Summer Art Contest by creating an 
original work of art based on the theme that “Jesus Is Our 
Teacher!” Submissions should be no smaller than 8 by 11 
inches and no larger than 18 by 24 inches; created, col-
ored, drawn, or painted by hand; and depicting one of the 
following images of Jesus: 
 

Christ the Teacher 
Christ the Good Shepherd 

The Divine Mercy 
The Face of Christ 

 

All original art projects are due by Friday, September 2nd 
and will be judged by Father Jim and a committee of judg-
es! The winning submission will be professionally framed 
and displayed prominently in our pastoral office! Color-
ing sheets (for younger children) and suggested icon im-
ages (for older children) can be found on our website at 
ccgronline.com/formation. For more information, please 
contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820. Please join us! All are welcome! 

 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 

 

DAILY PRAYER & SPIRITUALITY 
____________________ 

 

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR PRAYER 
Join us: ccgronline.com/prayer! 

 

Each day, all are invited to join us for a few moments of 
prayer and reflection at ccgronline.com/prayer. Our web-
site features links to the Saint of the Day, Sharing the 
Word, and Sunday Soundbites, which are 90 second re-
flections based on the daily Mass readings and the lives 
of the saints. Our website also features an easy-to-use link 
for praying the Liturgy of the Hours online.  
 

In addition, please join us every week for a new edition of 
Bringing Home the Word, a lectionary-based newsletter 
for individuals and families that offers suggestions for 
prayer and reflection based on the Sunday Mass readings. 
Each issue includes words of wisdom from Pope Francis, 
along with prayerful reflections about the scriptures, 
prayer and spirituality, and the lives of saints. Every Sat-
urday, a new edition of Bringing Home the Word is post-
ed on our website: ccgronline.com/news! Please join us!  
 

THE HOLY ROSARY 
Monday Through Saturday After Daily Mass! 

 

All are invited to join the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport as we pray the Holy Rosary every 
morning immediately after our 8:00am Daily Mass. By 
praying the Rosary, we grow closer to our Risen Lord by 
meditating on the mysteries of his life, death, and resur-
rection; and we grow closer to our Blessed Mother by ask-
ing for her powerful intercession for ourselves, our par-
ishes, and our troubled world. 
 

Daily Mass is celebrated in Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Church on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings at 
8:00am; in Saint Joachim Church on Tuesday and Thurs-
day mornings at 8:00am; and in Saint Ann Church on Sat-
urday mornings at 8:00am. For more information, please 
contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820. Please join us! All are welcome! 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
The Holy Father’s Favorite Way to Pray! 

 

Pope Francis was asked in an interview about his favorite 
way of praying. In response, the Holy Father said: “What 
I truly prefer is Eucharistic Adoration...In the evening 
between seven and eight o’clock, I pray in adoration be-
fore the Blessed Sacrament.” Eucharistic Adoration is an 
ancient and prayerful devotion to the Real Presence of 
Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. Each week, the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport offers four oppor-
tunities for Eucharistic Adoration: Mondays at Saint Joa-
chim Church (6:30pm-8:00pm); Thursdays at Saint Ann 
Church (6:30pm-7:30pm); and Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
Saint Joachim Church (8:30am-10:00am). For more infor-
mation, please contact Jane Russo, at 978-281-4820. 
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OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of August 13th - August 14th 

 

Weekly Offerings         $7,304.00 
 

Electronic Donations           $878.00 
 

Total Offerings                 $8,182.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of August 13th - August 14th 

 

Weekly Offerings                                $4,467.00 
 

Second Collection (CRS)          $354.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

PARISH PAY 
Electronic Giving Made Safe & Easy 

 

Electronic giving is available at both Holy Family Parish 
and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. At ParishPay.com, 
it is safe and simple to make online donations to your 
home parish using a credit card, debit card, or electronic 
check. Donations can be made on a one-time only or on-
going basis. And it takes just a few minutes to create a 
secure personal account. So, please prayerfully consider 
supporting your parish by giving electronically! For more 
information, please see Father Jim before or after any dai-
ly or weekend Mass; or contact Claire Murphy at cmur-
phy@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you for your 
generous support! May God bless you! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary 
lamps, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The requested 
donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested dona-
tion for a sanctuary lamp is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of George W. Oliver 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Deceased Members of the Assisi Project 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary gifts in 
memory of a deceased friend or loved one, please contact 
Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
Thank you for your generous support of the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport at Holy Family 
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

AUGUST 20 - AUGUST 28, 2016 

Saturday, August 20 Vigil· 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Norman MacFarland 

6:00pm· OLGV Hugette Picon Micozzi 

Sunday, August 21 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV Mary Josephine Densmore 

8:15am· Saint Ann Antonio DiMercurio 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Pietro Noto 

11:45am· OLGV Lilian Sinagra Patzloff 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 21st Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, August 22 
8:00am· OLGV 

Dominic & Catherine Ciolino 

Tuesday, August 23 
8:00am· OLGV All Souls in Purgatory 

Wednesday, August 24 
8:00am· OLGV 

The Brandt & Barry Families 

Thursday, August 25 
8:00am· OLGV Special Intention 

Friday, August 26 
8:00am· OLGV Amy Slocum 

Saturday, August 27 
8:00am· Saint Ann Special Intention 

Saturday, August 27 Vigil· 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00pm· Saint Ann 
Captain Salvatore & Mary Nicastro; 

and James & Joseph Nicastro 

6:00pm· OLGV Bessie Tortorici 

Sunday, August 28 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV Andrew & Teresa Murphy 

8:15am· Saint Ann Special Intention 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Peter Coley 

11:45am· OLGV Manuel & Maria Bagaço 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 


