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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE 
____________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS 
 

THE ADVENTURE OF GOD’S MERCY 
 

We are gathered here to help each other because we do not want to be robbed of the best of ourselves. We do not 
want to be robbed by fond illusions of our energy, our joy, and our dreams. So I ask you: Are you looking for empty 
thrills in life? Or do you want to feel a power that can give you a lasting sense of life and fulfillment? Empty thrills or 
the power of God’s grace? To find fulfillment and to gain new strength: there is a way! It is not a thing or an object. It 
is a person. And he is alive! His name is Jesus Christ! Jesus can give us a true passion for life. Jesus can inspire us to 
not settle for less, but to give the very best of ourselves. Jesus challenges us, encourages us, and helps us to keep try-
ing whenever we are tempted to give up. Jesus pushes us to keep our sights high and to dream of great things. 
 

In the Gospel, we learn how Jesus, on his way to Jerusalem, stopped at a home and was welcomed. It was the home of 
Martha, Mary, and Lazarus. He stopped, went inside, and visited. The women welcomed him because they knew that 
he was open and attentive. Our many jobs and responsibilities can make us like Martha: busy, scattered, and con-
stantly bouncing from place to place. But we can also be like Mary. When we see a beautiful landscape or watch a 
video from a friend on our cellphones, we can stop, think, and listen. In these days, Jesus wants to stop and enter our 
homes. He will look at us hurrying about with all our concerns (as he did with Martha); and he will wait for us to lis-
ten to him and to make space for him amid the bustle of life (like Mary did). May these days be given over to Jesus 
and to listening to each other. May these days help us to welcome Jesus in all those with whom we share our homes, 
neighborhoods, offices, and schools. 
 

Whoever welcomes Jesus learns to love as Jesus loves. So he asks us if we want a full life. Do you want a complete 
life? Start by letting yourself be open and attentive! Happiness is sown and blossoms in mercy! Mercy is his answer, 
his offer, his challenge, and his adventure! Mercy always has a youthful face. Like that of Mary of Bethany, who sat as 
a disciple at the feet of the Lord and joyfully listened to his words because she knew that she would find peace in this 
way. Like that of Mary of Nazareth, whose daring ‘Yes!’ launched her on the adventure of mercy. All generations call 
her blessed because she is the ‘Mother of Mercy’ to everyone. 
 

All together, then, we ask the Lord: Launch us on the adventure of mercy! Launch us on the adventure of building 
bridges and tearing down walls, barriers, and barbed wire. Launch us on the adventure of helping the poor, the lone-
ly and abandoned, and those who no longer find meaning in their lives. Like Mary of Bethany, send us to listen atten-
tively to those we do not understand; those of other countries and cultures; and even those whom we fear. Lord, 
make us attentive to our elders, like Mary was to Elizabeth, in order to learn from their experience and wisdom. Lord, 
here we are! Send us to share your merciful love! We want to welcome you! And we want to affirm that our lives are 
fulfilled when they are shaped by your mercy for that is the better part, and it will never be taken from us! 
 

Pastor’s Note: On Thursday, July 28th in Krakow, Poland, Pope Francis spoke to hundreds of thousands of young 
pilgrims who gathered there to celebrate World Youth Day. Although the Holy Father’s words (excerpted here from a 
longer reflection) were addressed to young people (mostly teenagers and young adults), they are relevant to people 
of goodwill of all ages who seek to live lives of faith, hope, and love in our troubled world. Here in the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport, as we continue to grow in prayer, fellowship, and service, let us pray for the grace 
to reflect on the pope’s words and to put them into action. And let us pray for the courage to live the Gospel, to share 
God’s love and mercy, and to rebuild the Church! Amen! 
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IN CASE YOU MISSED IT... 
____________________ 

 

UPDATE: OUR TOWERING CHALLENGE 
 

One year ago, I shared with you what can be best described as a “towering challenge” for the good and faithful people 
of Holy Family Parish. As you know, when I became your pastor two summers ago, there was much talk about a pro-
posal to make Saint Ann Church more accessible by installing an elevator and to renovate the parish hall, kitchen, and 
bathrooms. At the time, the estimate cost of just the elevator (excluding the other projects) was almost one million dol-
lars. And although many thousands of dollars had already been spent on engineering consultants and architectural 
plans, a thorough inspection of the structural integrity of the church had not been conducted. So, with the support of 
our finance council, I requested a professional and thorough inspection of Saint Ann Church. The results were both dis-
turbing and disheartening. Over the years, the virtue of deferred maintenance has become the vice of neglect. The ceil-
ing over the spot where the new elevator would have opened into the church is cracked and crumbling. Archways and 
ceilings in the choir loft and tower have collapsed to the point where all public access to these portions of the church is 
now prohibited. The anchors, frames, pins, and sills that support both the large and small rose windows are in such bad 
shape that they need to be rebuilt. And the buttresses on the front of the church have deteriorated to the point that they 
are separating from the building and threatening its long-term structural stability. 
 

Many of the church’s problems are caused by masonry leaks in the bell tower that allow water to travel from the steeple, 
through the tower, and then into the spaces between the exterior stonework and interior plaster. These leaks are causing 
the tower, the east wall, and the interior (especially in the vestibule and choir loft) to deteriorate at an accelerated pace, 
causing noticeable damage to the front doors, ceilings, walls, and woodwork of the church. These problems are wors-
ened by severe winters that cause water to freeze, expand, melt, and contract. Overall, we have reached the point where 
major portions of our beautiful and historic church must be restored (not just repaired) for both safety and structural 
reasons. This is no longer about maintaining our church; this is about restoring it and saving it. In short, this potentially 
ruinous situation is urgent and must be addressed now. 
 

During the past year, Saint Ann Church has been poked, prodded, checked and double-checked by local and regional 
experts to ensure that we have found any and all problems that might affect its long-term structural stability. Competi-
tive bids to complete the restoration work were submitted by four respected contractors. After studying these bids and 
consulting with our finance council, parish council, pastoral team, representatives from all of our parish ministries, and 
archdiocesan officials, we have decided to engage the services of Aniceto Historical Restorations, Incorporated of Mil-
ford, Massachusetts, a construction firm with a strong reputation for completing similar projects in the Archdiocese of 
Boston, to complete this project before the end of this calendar year. The overall cost of this necessary project will be ap-
proximately one million dollars. 
 

At this point, the success of the Saint Ann Church Restoration Project depends solely on your support. In order to save 
our church for future generations of faithful and faith-filled parishioners, we must re-dedicate all of the donations for 
the so-called elevator project; and we must begin a vigorous campaign for additional donations. Since calling attention 
to this problem last year, I have spoken with countless parishioners before and after Mass, at parish events, and in pri-
vate one-on-one conversations about the challenges facing Saint Ann Church and Holy Family Parish. Some parishion-
ers have asked for their money back. But most parishioners have strongly urged us to forge ahead with plans to restore 
Saint Ann Church before it’s too late. Needless to say, we cannot meet this towering challenge without your encourage-
ment, enthusiasm, prayers, and support. As always, if you have comments, questions, or a few dollars to spare for this 
good and worthy cause, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 

More than 800 years ago, a young man named Francis walked into a dilapidated little church and knelt in prayer before 
an ancient crucifix. He prayed: “Most High and Glorious God, enlighten the darkness of my heart. Give me right faith, 
certain hope, and perfect charity. O Lord, give me insight and wisdom, so that I might always discern your holy and 
true will. Amen.” Upon completing this prayer, the Crucified Christ spoke: “Francis, go and rebuild my church!” That 
young man would become Saint Francis of Assisi. Many centuries later, we are faced with a similar prayer and a similar 
challenge. Let us pray for faith, hope, and love. Let us pray for guidance and wisdom. Let us pray for courage and per-
severance to confront our towering challenge. And let us pray for the grace and strength to live the Gospel, to share 
God’s love, and to rebuild our beautiful church! Amen! Saint Ann, pray for us! Saint Joachim, pray for us! Saint Antho-
ny, pray for us! Saint Francis, pray for us! Saint Peter, pray for us! Our Lady of Good Voyage, pray for us! May the Sa-
cred of Heart of Jesus have mercy on us! 
 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Father Jim 
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SUMMER CATHOLIC KIDS CAMP 
THE VATICAN EXPRESS, PART 3 

Begins Tuesday, August 23rd at 8:00am 
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is 
pleased to announce that all children (ages 5 through 11) 
are invited to participate in our next Catholic Kids Camp: 
The Vatican Express, Part 3 from Tuesday, August 23rd 
through Friday, August 26th from 8:00am until 12:00pm 
at Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. During this excit-
ing week of prayer and fellowship, children will learn 
about the traditions and treasures of the Vatican through 
active and engaged participation in games, music, skits, 
and easy-to-make crafts. 

 

Day I: Tuesday, August 23rd 
The Miracles of the Eucharist and the Saints 

 

Day II: Wednesday, August 24th 
The Eucharist Miracle and Saint Clare of Assisi 

 

Day III: Thursday, August 25th 
The Eucharist Miracle and Saint Francis of Assisi 

 

Day IV: Friday, August 26th 
The Eucharist Miracle and Blessed Imelda Lambertini 

 

Each day of the Vatican Express, Part 3 will begin with 
Mass at 8:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. All 
parents, grandparents, and guardians are welcome to join 
us! After Mass, Betsy Works and a team of volunteers 
will lead the children to Our Lady’s School for a faith-
filled and fun-filled morning of activities, learning, and 
good times with friends both new and old. The Vatican 
Express, Part II is a fun, exciting, and educational pro-
gram that your children and grandchildren will love! 
 

The tuition for this innovative summer youth faith for-
mation program is just $25 per child for the entire week! 
Scholarships are available to those who cannot afford 
tuition. Also, adults and older children (ages 12 and up) 
are welcome to join us as volunteers and will be much 
appreciated! For more information about our Catholic 
Kids Camp: The Vatican Express Part 3, please contact 
Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or bworks@ccgronline. 
Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

MORE ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com/formation! 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THIRD ANNUAL SUMMER RETREAT 

THE JESUS PRAYER 
Begins Monday, August 8th at 7:00pm 

 

The summer season is a great time of year for stepping 
back from the business and busy-ness of daily life in or-
der to focus on our personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. Unfortunately, few among us are able to leave 
work, family, and friends for a real retreat from the 
world. For this reason, the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport is pleased to announce our Third 
Annual Summer Retreat! 
 

From Monday, August 8th through Friday, August 12th, 
all are invited to join Father Jim and Cliff Garvey for a 
unique opportunity to experience the spiritual peace and 
renewal of a week-long retreat without leaving home! 
Our retreat will be based on John Michael Talbot’s book, 
“The Jesus Prayer: A Cry for Mercy, A Path for Renewal.” 
For centuries, the Jesus Prayer has led countless disciples 
toward a deeper and more intimate experience with 
Christ and his gifts of love and mercy. Talbot’s book of-
fers readers a step-by-step and word-by-word approach 
for understanding the Jesus Prayer and for making it a 
central component of our spiritual lives. 
 

Each evening of our retreat will begin promptly at 
7:00pm in Saint Anthony Chapel with Evening Prayer 
from the Liturgy of the Hours. After that, Father Jim and 
Cliff will lead our community in a period of reflection, 
discussion, and faith sharing. We will conclude each 
evening at 8:30pm with Night Prayer. Between each re-
treat session, participants will be asked to read brief se-
lections from John Michael Talbot’s book and to engage 
in a daily prayer exercise. During each day of the retreat, 
Saint Anthony Chapel will open at 12:00pm for silent per-
sonal prayer and reflection. 
 

In order to adequately plan for the retreat, please contact 
Cliff Garvey at 978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com 
if you plan to join us. A donation of $25 is requested from 
those who can afford it. Copies of the book, along with 
coffee, tea, and cold water will be provided. Please join 
us! All are welcome! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

SUMMER CARILLON RECITALS 
An Our Lady of Good Voyage Tradition 

Begin This Saturday, August 6th at 5:00pm 
 

An annual tradition returns this summer to Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish! Our Summer Carillon Recitals are 
scheduled to begin this Saturday, August 6th at 5:00pm 
(rain or shine). Once again, Luann Pallazola, our own very 
talented organist-keyboardist has prepared programs that 
include familiar classical and international pieces, popular 
hymns, patriotic melodies, and even children’s tunes! 
 

Installed in 1922, the carillon bells in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Church were the first toned set of carillon bells in 
the United States. Although our bells can be heard from 
several blocks away, the sound is best near the church. 
Other recitals are scheduled for the following Saturday 
afternoons at 5:00pm: August 13th, August 20th, August 
27th, and September 3rd.  
 

These recitals are free and open to the public! So, bring a 
cold drink or coffee! Bring a friend! Enjoy this wonderful 
summer tradition! And don’t forget that Mass begins at 
6:00pm! All are invited! All are welcome! For more infor-
mation, please contact LuAnn Pallazola at 978-281-4820 or 
lpallazola@gmail.com. 
 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Help Us Help Others! New Members Welcome! 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization dedicated to responding to any request from 
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we 
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy. Our Clothes 
Closet is open on Saturdays from 10:00am until 1:00pm. In 
addition, our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable 
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of our 
churches. The Food Pantry needs the following items: 
 

Canned Chicken, Ham, Stew, or Tuna 
Crackers· Canned Juice· Chicken or Tuna Helper 

Mayonnaise· Instant Potatoes· Canned Stew or Tuna 
Pancake Mix & Maple Syrup· Chef Boyardee 

Peanut Butter & Jelly· Jarred Pasta Sauce 
 

Donation envelopes are also located at the entrances of 
our churches and can be placed in the offertory basket or 
mailed to the parish center. Checks should be made paya-
ble to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are held 
on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm. New 
members and volunteers are much needed and always 
welcome! For more information, please contact Annette 
Kennedy at 978-283-1268 or Harry Miller at 978-281-2701. 
For assistance, please contact the Saint Vincent de Paul 
Society Hotline at 978-281-8672. Thank you for your ongo-
ing generosity! May God bless you! 

 

ADULT & YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
FATHER JIM’S SUMMER ART CONTEST 

Calling Young Disciples! 
 

All young disciples (ages 5 through 11) are invited to par-
ticipate in Father Jim’s Summer Art Contest by creating 
an original work of art based on the theme that “Jesus Is 
Our Teacher!” Submissions should be no smaller than 8 
by 11 inches and no larger than 18 by 24 inches; created, 
colored, drawn, or painted by hand; and depicting one of 
the following images of Jesus: 
 

Christ the Teacher 
Christ the Good Shepherd 

The Divine Mercy 
The Face of Christ 

 

All original art projects are due by Friday, September 2nd 
and will be judged by Father Jim and a committee of 
judges! The winning submission will be professionally 
framed and displayed prominently in our pastoral office! 
Coloring sheets (for younger children) and suggested 
icon images (for older children) can be found on our web-
site at ccgronline.com/formation. For more information, 
please contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-
281-4820. Please join us! All are welcome! 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
RCIA & Adult Confirmation Program 

Registration Underway! 
 

If you are an adult (age 18 and over) and have not re-
ceived the Sacraments of Baptism, Penance & Reconcilia-
tion (Confession), Holy Eucharist, or Confirmation in the 
Roman Catholic Church, then please consider joining our 
adult faith formation program which will meet on Sun-
day mornings after our 8:15am Mass beginning on Sun-
day, October 2nd in Saint Ann Parish House. 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a sev-
en month program that prepares adults to be received 
into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil. Our group 
will meet approximately twice each month to learn about 
the basic beliefs, teachings, and traditions of the Catholic 
Church. As part of this same process, our Adult Confir-
mation Program prepares adults for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation and focuses on the challenges of living a 
life of faith in the modern world. 
 

If you would like to join us for this journey of faith and 
become part of a unique fellowship in preparation for the 
Sacraments of God’s Holy Church, then please contact 
Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 
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OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of July 30th - July 31st 

 

Weekly Offerings         $7,513.00 
 

Electronic Donations           $878.00 
 

Total Offerings                 $8,391.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of July 30th - July 31st 

 

Weekly Offerings                                $3,292.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary 
lamps, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The requested 
donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested dona-
tion for a sanctuary lamp is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 
 

In Memory of Richard Horak & Francis Noyes 
Sanctuary Gifts· Holy Family Parish 

 

In Memory of Brien Kennedy 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Anthony Testaverde 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary gifts in 
memory of a deceased friend or loved one, please contact 
Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
Thank you for your generous support of the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport at Holy Family 
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 
 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS· COUNCIL 215 
Tuesday, August 9th at 7:00pm 

 

The Knights of Columbus is an organization of men that 
remains true to its founding principles of charity, unity, 
and fraternity. Founded in 1882, the Knights remain an 
organization dedicated to the mutual assistance of mem-
bers and their families, but also to serving the disabled, 
the poor, and the sick. We also sponsor educational, char-
itable, and religious programs. Council 215 serves the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport. Our next 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, August 9th at 7:00pm 
in the Parish Center. For more information, please contact 
Mark Natti at grandknight@kofc215.com or visit our web-
site: kofc215.com. Join us! New members are welcome! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

AUGUST 6 - AUGUST 14, 2016 

Saturday, August 6 Vigil· 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Robert Diabo 

6:00pm· OLGV Anthony Testaverde 

Sunday, August 7 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV 
Deceased Members  
of Our Lady’s Guild 

8:15am· Saint Ann Adolf Leonowert 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Eugene & Marjorie Mondello 

11:45am· OLGV Alfredo Silva 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 19th Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, August 8 
8:00am· OLGV 

Antonia Ciolino 

Tuesday, August 9 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Enio Scenna 

Wednesday, August 10 
8:00am· OLGV 

Robert G. Solomon 

Thursday, August 11 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Daniel Lane 

Friday, August 12 
8:00am· OLGV Reverend Thomas Fleming 

Saturday, August 13 
8:00am· Saint Ann Mace Wenniger 

Saturday, August 13 Vigil· 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Norman J. & Evelyn G. Authier 

6:00pm· OLGV Frank Gentile 

Sunday, August 14 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV Joseph & Mary Azevedo & Family 

8:15am· Saint Ann Anthony Testaverde 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Mario Merenda 

11:45am· OLGV Walter “Butch” Wilkins 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 


