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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT                TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
SAINT PADRE PIO FAITH & FAMILY MASS 

This Sunday, September 25th at 11:45am 
 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such 
as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs (Matthew 
19:14).” In response to the Lord’s call, all parents, grand-
parents, godparents, and children are invited to join Fa-
ther Jim for our “Saint Padre Pio Faith & Family Mass” 
on Sunday, September 25th at 11:45am in Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Church. 
 

During Mass, Father Jim will offer a special homily about 
Saint Padre Pio and a special blessing for all families and 
children. All children (under at 18) will also receive a 
special gift. Mark your calendars! During the coming 
school year, we will celebrate three more “Faith & Family 
Masses” on Saturday, December 17th at 4:00pm in Saint 
Ann Church; on Sunday, March 5th at 11:45am in Our 
Lady of Good Voyage Church; and on Saturday, May 
13th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann Church. 
 

For more information about our upcoming Saint Padre 
Pio Faith & Family Mass, please see Father Jim or contact 
Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or bworks@ccgronline.com. 
Let us reaffirm that Mass is our class! Jesus is our Teach-
er! Every child in our pews is a gift from God! Every fam-
ily in our pews is a gift from God! So, please spread the 
word to family and friends! Please join us! Every family 
is invited! Every family is welcome! 

 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
YOUTH CHOIR & MUSIC MINISTRY 

Tuesday Afternoons at 5:00pm 
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s 
Youth Choir & Music Ministry meets for practice and 
rehearsal every Tuesday afternoon at 5:00pm in Saint 
Ann Church. The Youth Choir, along with an ensemble 
of talented young instrumentalists, will soon begin per-
forming each weekend during Mass at one of our three 
churches: Saint Ann Church, Saint Joachim Church, and 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church.  
 

Our Youth Choir & Music Ministry welcomes new mem-
bers (ranging in age from kindergarten through middle 
school). Singing in the choir is a great way to make new 
friends, learn about the rich musical traditions of the 
Catholic Church, and participate in the prayer life of our 
parishes! For more information, please contact Patty Nat-
ti at pnatti@comcast.net or leave a message by calling 978
-281-4820. Please join us! All are welcome! 

 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com/formation 

 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
GRADE 2 SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION  

Registration Now Underway! 
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is 
now offering a creative and innovative way for young 
children to prepare for the Sacraments of Penance & Rec-
onciliation (Confession) and First Holy Communion. Our 
program is designed to prepare both children and their 
parents for these sacraments, encourage lifelong relation-
ships with Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church, and help 
families grow together in prayer, fellowship, and service. 
Our program is simple and family friendly!  
 

First, we will continue to place primary focus on inviting 
families to attend one of our seven weekend Masses. Sec-
ond, all second grade children and their parents (or 
guardians) are asked to attend two 90 minute workshops 
during the fall season; and three 90 minute workshops 
during the winter-spring season. Each “Faith & Family 
Workshop” is offered at three different times, so each 
family can choose which option works best for them!  
 

Our program begins next month. Calendars and registra-
tion materials are posted at ccgronline.com/formation. If 
you have questions or need any assistance with youth 
faith formation in the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport, please see Father Jim before or after Mass; or 
contact Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978-
281-4820. Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
CONFIRMATION PREPARATION PROGRAM 

Registration Now Underway! 
 

Registration is underway for our Confirmation Prepara-
tion Program. Beginning in the ninth grade, all high 
school students are invited to participate in our two-year 
program that will prepare them to receive the Seven Gifts 
of the Holy Spirit at Confirmation. During the first year, 
our students will participate in a series of interactive 
workshops about the teachings and traditions of the Cath-
olic Church. During the second year, our students will 
participate in a series of special events and workshops 
designed to help them grow in prayer, fellowship, and 
service; to prepare them to receive the Gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, and to stimulate their lives as faithful and faith-
filled young adult disciples.  
 

Our program has already begun. Calendars and registra-
tion materials are available at ccgronline.com/formation. 
If you have questions or need any assistance with youth 
faith formation in the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport, please see Father Jim before or after Mass; or 
contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or  
bworks@ccgronline.com. Please join us! All are welcome! 

 
 

GROWING YOUNG DISCIPLES 
____________________ 
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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT               SEPTEMBER 25, 2016 

 
 

OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
____________________ 

 

SAINT PIO OF PIETRELCINA,  
PRAY FOR US! 

 

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, known universally as Padre Pio, 
was born in 1887; took solemn vows of poverty, chastity, 
and obedience as a Franciscan friar in 1907; was ordained 
a priest in 1910; died in 1968; and was canonized by Pope 
John Paul II in 2002.  
 

As a young friar, Padre Pio had no ambition other than to 
be a good priest. He maintained particularly deep devo-
tions to the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist and the Sacra-
ment of Penance & Reconciliation. Indeed, he soon gained 
a well-deserved reputation as a merciful confessor who 
dispensed God’s forgiveness to sinners who came from 
far and wide to benefit from his good advice and counsel. 
 

On September 20, 1918, while hearing confessions, Padre 
Pio first experienced the bleeding, pain, and suffering that 
would later be confirmed as the stigmata: the five wounds 
of the Crucified Christ on his hands, feet, and side. In the 
years that followed, countless people testified to Padre 
Pio’s gifts for healing, prophecy, and miracle-making. 
Some even attested to his experience of transverberation, 
a form of faith-filled ecstasy whereby one is stricken by an 
angelic seraph, wounded in the soul, and experiences a 
profound awareness of God’s boundless love and mercy. 
 

Fourteen years after his canonization, Padre Pio is rever-
enced throughout the world. His shrine at San Giovanni 
Rotondo in Italy is one of the most visited Christian pil-
grimage sites on earth. And yet, it may seem difficult for 
us (as average people) to identify with a cloistered friar, a 
priest, and a stigmatist who experienced divine consola-
tions that we can hardly imagine. 
 

At the same time, Padre Pio identifies with us. He is ven-
erated as the patron of civil servants, teenagers, and those 
suffering from anxiety, depression, or stress. As a man 
and priest, Padre Pio understood the struggles of people 
like you and me who work long hours, love our families, 
and struggle to make ends meet. He understood the hard-
ships of daily life; and throughout his priesthood, he ex-
tended a bandaged hand of friendship to all who sought 
God’s love and forgiveness.  
 

As a saint, Padre Pio still understands our struggles. He 
looks upon us with compassion and love. He prays for us 
at the foot of our Risen Lord who loves us beyond all 
measure. He reassures us that our faith in God can trans-
cend all anxiety, stress, or worry. And he calls out to us: 
“Pray, hope, and do not worry! Worry is useless! God is 
merciful and will hear your prayer!” With this assurance 
from heaven, let us call to him: Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, 
pray for us and for our troubled world! 
 

Peace and blessings to all, 
Father Jim 

 

SAINT PIO, PRAY FOR US! 
____________________ 

 

 A PRAYER FOR THE INTERCESSION 
OF SAINT PIO OF PIETRELCINA 

 

Almighty God and Father, 
you generously blessed your servant, 

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, 
with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

You marked his body with the five wounds  
of Christ Crucified as a powerful witness 

to the saving Passion and Death of your Son. 
Endowed with the gift of discernment, 

Saint Pio labored endlessly in the confessional 
for the salvation of souls. 

With reverence and intense devotion 
to the celebration of Mass, 

he invited countless people  
to greater union with Jesus Christ  

in the Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. 
Through the intercession of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, 

I confidently pray for your blessing and grace. 
Glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 
 

SAINT JOHN PAUL II’S 
PRAYER TO SAINT PIO OF PIETRELCINA 

 

Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, 
teach us, we pray, humility of heart, 
so that we may be counted among  

the little ones of the Gospel  
to whom the Father promised  

to reveal the mysteries of his Kingdom. 
Help us to pray without ceasing,  

certain that God knows what we need  
even before we ask Him.  

Obtain for us the eyes of faith  
that will help us recognize in the poor and suffering,  

the very face of Jesus.  
Sustain us in the hour of trial and trouble, 

and if we fall, let us experience the joy  
of the sacrament of mercy.  

Grant us your tender devotion to Mary,  
mother of Jesus and our Mother. 

Accompany us on our earthly pilgrimage  
toward our blessed homeland where we, too,  

hope to contemplate forever  
the Glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

For more information about the life & spirituality of Saint 
Padre Pio of Pietrelcina, please visit our website 
ccgronline.com or padrepiodevotions.org. As a communi-
ty united in prayer, fellowship, and service, let us cry out 
with one voice: Saint Pio of Pietrelcina, pray for us! 
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
“FRANCIS AND THE FIRST FOLLOWER” 

Sunday, October 2nd· Begins with Mass at 11:45am 
 

The Assisi Project is an international fellowship of 
“Franciscans in Spirit” with friends and followers in 
North America, South America, Europe, and Africa. 
Founded in 2007 by Father Jim and Cliff Garvey, our mis-
sion is to help adults of all ages more faithfully live the 
Gospel of Christ in the spirit of Saint Francis and Saint 
Clare of Assisi. Each year, we also sponsor a week-long 
pilgrimage to Assisi, Italy. 
 

Our next gathering is scheduled for Sunday, October 2nd 
beginning with Mass at 11:45am in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Church. After Mass, Cliff will offer a reflection 
and lead a discussion about Bernard of Quintavalle, the 
first follower of Saint Francis of Assisi. After that, we will 
adjourn to Our Lady’s Hall for a light lunch and fellow-
ship. If you would like to join us or if you would like the 
Assisi Project to pray for you or your special intention, 
please see Father Jim or contact Cliff at 978-281-4820 or 
cgarvey@ccgronline.com. Please join us! All are invited! 
All are welcome! 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
RCIA & ADULT CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 

Registration Now Underway! 
 

If you are an adult (age 18 and over) and have not re-
ceived the Sacraments of Baptism, Penance & Reconcilia-
tion (Confession), Holy Eucharist, or Confirmation in the 
Roman Catholic Church, then please prayerfully consider 
joining our adult faith formation program which will 
meet on Sunday mornings after the 8:15am Mass begin-
ning on Sunday, October 16th in Saint Ann Parish House. 
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is a sev-
en month program that prepares adults to be received 
into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil. Our group 
will meet approximately twice each month to learn about 
the basic beliefs, teachings, and traditions of the Church. 
As part of this same process, our Adult Confirmation 
Program prepares adults for the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion and focuses on the challenges of living a life of faith 
in the modern world. 
 

If you (or someone you know and love) would like to join 
us for this journey of faith and become part of a unique 
fellowship in preparation for receiving the sacraments of 
God’s Holy Church, then please see Father Jim or contact 
Cliff Garvey at 978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. 
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 

Follow us on Twitter: @ccgronline 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
The Holy Father’s Favorite Way to Pray! 

 

Pope Francis was asked in an interview about his favorite 
way of praying. In response, the Holy Father said: “What 
I truly prefer is Eucharistic Adoration...In the evening be-
tween seven and eight o’clock, I pray in adoration before 
the Blessed Sacrament.” Eucharistic Adoration is an an-
cient and prayerful devotion to the Real Presence of 
Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.  
 

Each week, the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport offers four opportunities for Eucharistic Adora-
tion: Mondays at Saint Joachim Church (6:30pm-8:00pm); 
Thursdays at Saint Ann Church (6:30pm-7:30pm); and 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at Saint Joachim Church (8:30am
-10:00am). For more information, about Eucharistic Ado-
ration, please contact Jane Russo at 978-281-4820 or jlrus-
so333@hotmail.com. Please join us! All are welcome! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
OUR LADY’S GUILD PENNY SALE 
Monday, September 26th at 7:00pm 

 

All parishioners and friends of the Catholic Community 
of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join Our Lady’s 
Guild for a “Penny Sale” on Monday, September 26th at 
7:00pm in Our Lady’s Hall. As always, the “Penny Sale” 
will feature great prizes, a 50-50 raffle, delicious home-
made sweet bread, along with other homemade food and 
snacks. Donations will be accepted at Our Lady’s Rectory 
until the beginning of the Penny Sale. For more infor-
mation, please contact Julia Garcia at 978-281-2678; Linda 
Galvin at lingalv2010@gmail.com; or leave a message at 
978-281-4820. Please join us! All are invited! All are wel-
come! 
 

HEARTSAVERS CPR COURSE 
Saturday, October 1st at 9:00am 

 

Irene Kerr, a certified CPR instructor, longtime friend of 
our pastor, and member of the Assisi Project, has gener-
ously offered to teach the American Heart Association’s 
Heartsavers CPR Course to parishioners and friends of 
the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport. Upon 
completion of this three hour course, participants will 
receive a certification from the American Heart Associa-
tion in CPR and other lifesaving techniques.  
 

The course will be offered on Saturday, October 1st from 
9:00am until 12:00pm. The Heartsavers CPR Course is free 
but limited to just six participants. Please be advised that 
the course is fast-paced and involves some strenuous 
physical activity. If you would like to enroll in this special 
course, please contact Cliff Garvey at 978-281-4820 or 
cgarvey@ccgronline.com. Please join us! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS NEWS 
SECOND ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
Friday, October 14th· Cape Ann Golf Course 

 

The Knights of Columbus is an organization of men that 
remains true to its founding principles of charity, unity, 
and fraternity. Founded in 1882, the Knights remain an 
organization dedicated to the mutual assistance of mem-
bers and their families, but also to serving the disabled, 
the poor, and the sick. The Knights also sponsor educa-
tion, charitable, and religious programs. All are invited to 
join the Knights of Columbus (Council 215) for its Second 
Annual Golf Tournament on Friday, October 14th at the 
Cape Ann Golf Course. Tee off at 1:00pm. Registration 
forms are available at kofc215.com and at the doors of our 
churches. All proceeds benefit the charitable work of the 
Knights of Columbus in our community. For more infor-
mation, please contact Mark Natti at info@kofc215.com. 
Please join us! All are welcome! 
 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTION 

October 1st & October 2nd· Holy Family Parish 
 

In the tradition of its founder and patron, the Society of 
Saint Vincent de Paul is a Roman Catholic lay fraternity 
that leads women and men to work together and grow 
spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those 
who are needy and suffering. Here are four important 
ways that you can help us help others: 
 

First, please give generously to our special second collec-
tion next weekend, October 1st and October 2nd, during 
all Masses at Holy Family Parish. All donations (100%) 
will support the good work of the Saint Vincent de Paul 
Society and go directly to those in need! 
 

Second, all are encouraged to donate to our Food Pantry. 
Baskets can be found at the entrances of all churches in 
both Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Parish. Donations may also be brought to our parish offic-
es (74 Pleasant Street in Gloucester). 
 

Third, all are invited to donate to our Clothes Closet. A 
drop-off bin is conveniently located in the parking lot in 
front of the Saint Ann School Building. 
 

Fourth, your financial contributions are always welcome 
and appreciated! Donation envelopes are located at all 
church entrances in the Catholic Community of Glouces-
ter & Rockport. All donations go directly to those in need! 
 

New members and volunteers are always welcome! For 
more information about the Saint Vincent de Paul Society, 
please contact Annette Kennedy at 978-283-1268 or Harry 
Miller at 978-281-2701. If you need assistance, please con-
tact the Saint Vincent de Paul Society Hotline at 978-281-
8672. Thank you for your ongoing generosity!  

 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
____________________ 

 

THE MEANING OF MERCY 
WORDS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS 

 

It is vitally important for the Church  
to go forth and preach the Gospel to all people: 

to all places, on all occasions,  
without hesitation, reluctance, or fear. 
The joy of the Gospel is for all people:  

no one can be excluded. 
 

Pope Francis 
Apostolic Exhortation: “The Joy of the Gospel” 

 

THE MEANING OF MERCY 
IN THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 

In the Old Testament, the gift of mercy is dependent on 
God (Deuteronomy 7:9); and God’s message to the re-
pentant sinner is mercy rather than punishment. Like-
wise, God calls upon his people to show the same mercy 
to others that He shows to them. Mercy is an attitude 
which calls us to help those in distress. In the New Testa-
ment, through Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Word of God, 
mercy is always present in the world (Hebrews 2:17). 
 

The sinner should not presume that God automatically or 
mechanically offers divine mercy. It is only granted by 
God if and when the sinner acknowledges that mercy is 
incalculable and beyond human understanding. Mercy 
does not override justice; it transcends justice and it con-
verts the sinner into a just person by bringing about re-
pentance and openness to the Holy Spirit. 
 

Human mercy is an expression of divine mercy. Mercy 
sees the distress of others, identifies with it, and seeks to 
overcome it as one seeks to have one’s own suffering, 
guilt, and burdens overcome with the aid and assistance 
of others. Human mercy manifests divine mercy because 
of Christ’s identification with our plight through His pas-
sion, death, and resurrection. 
 

The Christian must forgive seven times seventy times, 
and Christian mercy is an expression of the double com-
mandment to love both God and neighbor. Mercy united 
with love fulfills the command of perfection (Colossians 
3:14), showing the same hospitality to others that is 
shown to Christ (Source: Our Sunday Visitor’s Revised 
Catholic Encyclopedia, 666-667). 
 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY ONLINE! 
 

For more about the Jubilee Year of Mercy in the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport, including infor-
mation about upcoming events and our easy-to-use 
guides to the Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation 
(Confession) and the Divine Mercy Chaplet, please visit 
our website: ccgronline.com/mercy. Please join us! All 
are invited! All are welcome!  
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OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of September 17th—September 18th 

 

Weekly Offerings          $7,131.00 
 

Electronic Donations           $878.00 
 

Total Offerings                                                   $8,009.00   
 

Second Collection (Clergy Benefits)             $2,534.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of September 17th—September 18th 

 

Weekly Offerings                                $3,377.00 
 

Second Collection (Clergy Benefits)      $1,028.00   
 

Grand Annual Collection    $14,929.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary 
lamps, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The requested 
donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested dona-
tion for a sanctuary lamp is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of the Ciaramitaro & Taormina Families 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Keva Marie (Sullivan) O’Neil 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary gifts in 
memory of a deceased friend or loved one, please contact 
Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. 
Thank you for your generous support of the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport at Holy Family 
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

 MADONNA DEL ROSARIO SOCIETY 
OCTOBER GATHERING & ANNUAL MASS 

Saturday, October 8th· Begins at 1:00pm 
 

The Madonna Del Rosario Society will host its next meet-
ing on Saturday, October 8th in Saint Ann Church Hall. 
After a brief business meeting at 1:00pm, we will enjoy 
dessert and a friendly game of bingo! Afterward, we will 
process into the 4:00pm Vigil Mass in Saint Ann Church. 
For more information, please contact Grace at 978-281-
1907 or Marie at 978-283-7820. Please join us! All are invit-
ed! All are welcome! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

SEPTEMBER 24—OCTOBER 2, 2016 

Saturday, September 24 Vigil· 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00pm· Saint Ann William & Grace Budrow 

6:00pm· OLGV Lorenzo & Jennie Lee Scola 

Sunday, September 25 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV John Orlando & Family 

8:15am· Saint Ann Pasquale Palazzolo 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Salvatore & Grace Storniolo 

11:45am· OLGV Mary Wilkins 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 

 26th Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, September 26 
8:00am· OLGV 

Carlo Cusenza 

Tuesday, September 27 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Jack Cunniffe, Jr. 

Wednesday, September 28 
8:00am· OLGV 

Mary & Anthony Ciaramitaro 

Thursday, September 29 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Angelina (Loiacano) Strescino 

Friday, September 30 
8:00am· OLGV Rose Hindy 

Saturday, October 1 
8:00am· Saint Ann Vincent Terranova 

Saturday, October 1 Vigil· 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Edward & Irene Griffin 

6:00pm· OLGV Manuel I. Garcia 

Sunday, October 2 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV Living Intention for Ruth Bonfanti 

8:15am· Saint Ann Pietro Noto 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Rosa LoGrande 

11:45am· OLGV Manuel F. Garcia 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 


