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HOLY SEASON OF LENT 
 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Our Mass & Worship Schedule 

 

The Holy Season of Lent is a time of prayer, penance, and 
almsgiving during which all Catholics are called to renew 
their faith in preparation for the celebration of the Resur-
rection of Our Lord Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday. Lent 
begins with Ash Wednesday, March 1st, a holy day of 
abstinence and fasting. Here in the Catholic Community 
of Gloucester & Rockport, we will celebrate Mass and 
distribute ashes according to the following schedule: 
 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
Mass at 8:00am 

 

Saint Ann Church 
Mass at 12:00pm 

 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
Mass at 7:00pm 

 

In addition, we will celebrate a Service of the Word (with 
the distribution of ashes) at 5:00pm in Saint Joachim 
Church. For more information about the Holy Season of 
Lent in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rock-
port, please visit our website: ccgronline.com; or contact 
Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. As 
our Lenten journey begins, please join us! All are invited! 
All are welcome! 
 

STATION OF THE CROSS 
Fridays During Lent 

 

The Stations of the Cross are one of the most enduring 
and moving devotions of the Roman Catholic Church. By 
uniting our prayers with the suffering of Christ through 
both word and imagery, we make a spiritual pilgrimage 
with our Lord on his way to the Holy Cross. During Lent, 
all are invited to join in praying the Stations of the Cross 
on six consecutive Fridays (March 3rd through April 7th) 
according to the following schedule: 
 

Saint Ann Church 
Fridays at 3:00pm 

 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
Fridays at 6:30pm (with Mass) 

 

Please note that Mass will be celebrated at 6:30pm before 
we pray the Stations of the Cross at Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Church. For more information about the Holy 
Season of Lent in the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport, please visit our website: ccgronline.com; or 
contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 

THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU! 
Confessions & Eucharistic Adoration 

Wednesday Evenings During Lent 
 

During the Holy Season of Lent, all Catholics are invited 
to experience Christ’s love and mercy through the Sacra-
ment of Penance & Reconciliation (Confession). On 
Wednesday evenings during Lent (March 8th through 
April 12th), all are invited to join us for “The Light Is On 
For You!” from 6:00pm until 8:00pm at Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Church. These special evenings of prayer will 
include Evening Prayer and Night Prayer from the Litur-
gy of the Hours; Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament; and two full hours of confes-
sions for those who feel called to participate. 
 

For some, this may be a time for sacramental reconcilia-
tion. For some, it may be a time for silent prayer and re-
flection. And for some, it may be a time to begin or renew 
a life of faith. Wherever you are on your faith journey, 
please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! For more 
information about the Sacrament of Penance & Reconcili-
ation, please visit our website: ccgronline.com; or contact 
Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. 
Please note that this program will be preempted on 
Wednesday, March 22nd for our Lent Mission & Retreat. 
 

PASTOR’S SCRIPTURE STUDY 
JESUS’ LIFE-GIVING DEATH 

Begins on Thursday, March 9th at Noon 
 

During the Holy Season of Lent, all parishioners, friends, 
and guests of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport are invited to join Father Jim for a weekly 
lunchtime scripture study based on the book, “Matthew 
26-28: Jesus’ Life-Giving Death” by Amy Wellborn. Every 
Thursday during Lent (March 9th through April 6th) in 
Our Lady’s Hall, Father Jim will lead a one hour discus-
sion and reflection on the passion, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus that focuses on the Gospel of Matthew. Each 
weekly session will begin at noon. 
 

All interested friends and fellow parishioners are wel-
come to bring their own lunch and join us for as many 
sessions as possible during the Holy Season of Lent. A 
donation of $20.00 is requested from those who can afford 
it. Participants will be provided with a copy of the book, 
along with coffee, hot tea, or bottled water.  If you would 
like to join us for this special scripture study series, please 
see Father Jim before or after Mass; or contact him at 
frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Please join us! All 
are invited! All are welcome! 
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE 
 

_____________________ 

 

A REFUGEE IN THE FAMILY 
 

By Cliff Garvey 
 

Marion Solomon lived a typical twentieth-century American life. Part of the “Greatest Generation” that fought 
and won the Second World War, she served in the United States Naval Women’s Reserve (better known as the 
WAVES). Shortly after the war ended, she married a young sailor and together they raised a family. They had 
four children, six grandchildren, and twelve great-grandchildren. Marion and Millard were rich in love, but 
working class to the core. They worked hard to make ends meet. And yet like so many other couples of their 
generation, they managed to buy a car and a modest home. They bought a small boat and a camper. They even 
bought some land and saved for retirement. They lived the American Dream. 
 

Marion was devoutly Catholic and attended Mass every Sunday at Saint Mary’s Church. She also attended 
church bingo almost every Friday night. She liked to play cards. She wrote letters to her sisters and sisters-in-
law who lived scattered across the country. She had a green thumb. She made delicious potato pancakes. She 
crocheted and knitted and canned fruits and vegetables. She loved her husband. She loved her family and 
friends. And they loved her back. She was a Gold Star Mother, whose younger son died in Vietnam. And when 
her husband died at age 58, just months before their long-planned early retirement, her family did not think 
she would survive on her own. But she rallied and lived life to the fullest.  
 

Marion Solomon was my grandmother. We know very little about her early life. We know that she was born in 
a small village in what was then Czechoslovakia, but is now the Republic of Slovakia. We know that she was 
baptized in a small country church. We know that just weeks or months after German troops invaded her 
homeland in 1938, she was smuggled out of the village and out of the country. We know that part of her escape 
involved crawling under a barbed wire fence. We know that she carried all of her belongings in a single brown 
paper bag. And we know that she was placed on a cargo ship bound for the United States. She was just sixteen 
years old. She was all alone. And she was a refugee. 
 

We know that somewhere along the way, she became a citizen, learned to speak English, and served her adopt-
ed country in uniform. We know little else. We don’t know why she alone among her four siblings was sent in 
search of a better life on the other side of the world. We don’t know who welcomed her or who cared for her 
when she completed the long journey across a vast ocean. We don’t know how her father died. We know only 
that he did not survive the war. My grandmother never spoke about her experiences during the war with her 
children and grandchildren. And sadly, tragically, we didn’t ask. In fact, it has only been during the last few 
weeks (long after her death) that our family has begun to ask questions about my grandmother’s remarkable 
story. For now, we can only look back in wonder and awe at this refugee in the family. 
 

The United Nations defines a refugee as “someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of 
persecution, war, or violence. A refugee has a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, 
nationality, political opinion or membership in a particular social group.” It is too soon in our research to draw 
any firm conclusions about why my great-grandparents sent their eldest daughter to America. But a basic un-
derstanding of history teaches us that the Nazi occupation of Czechoslovakia was an unimaginable horror for 
Jews, Catholics, and Slovakian patriots. It’s clear to me that my grandmother was a refugee. It’s also clear that a 
life that once seemed so typical of the times was really quite extraordinary; and that my grandmother was a 
person of great courage, fortitude, and perseverance. 
 

In the classic novel, “To Kill a Mockingbird”, Harper Lee writes: “You never really know a man until you un-
derstand things from his point of view, until you climb into his skin and walk around in it.” My grandmother’s 
story is not intended to change any minds in the ongoing debate about immigration policy and refugee reset-
tlement. Those issues are best considered by learning about the teachings of the Church, praying with the Gos-
pels, and examining one’s own conscience. Instead, my grandmother’s story reminds us that the human experi-
ence is sometimes more complicated than it seems. It reminds us that there are sometimes no easy answers to 
complex problems. And it reminds us that a person we pass in the street, a person we sit beside in church, or a 
person we knew our whole life might just have something to teach us about how to love our neighbor as we 
love ourselves. For these reasons and for so much else, I am so grateful for my grandmother. And I am so 
grateful to have had a refugee in the family. May the Lord give you peace! 
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YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 

CATHOLIC KIDS CAMP 
PARADE AROUND THE OUR FATHER 
Begins Tuesday, February 21st at 8:00am 

 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is 
pleased to announce that all children (ages 5 through 11) 
are invited to participate in our next Catholic Kids Camp: 
Parade Around the Our Father from Tuesday, February 
21st through Friday, February 24th from 8:00am until 
12:00pm at Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. During 
this exciting week of prayer and fellowship, children will 
learn about the Lord’s Prayer through active and en-
gaged participation in games, music, skits, and craft pro-
jects. Here’s the schedule for the week: 
 

Day I: Tuesday, February 21st 
God Listens 

 

Day II: Wednesday, February 22nd 
God Provides 

 

Day III: Thursday, February 23rd 
God Forgives 

 

Day IV: Friday, February 24th 
God Guides 

 

Each day of our Catholic Kids Camp will begin with 
Mass at 8:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. All 
parents, grandparents, and guardians are welcome to join 
us! After Mass, Betsy Works and a team of volunteers 
will lead the children to Our Lady’s School for a faith-
filled and fun-filled morning of activities, learning, and 
good times with friends both old and new. Catholic Kids 
Camp is a fun, exciting, and educational program that 
your children and grandchildren will love! 
 

The tuition for this innovative youth faith formation pro-
gram during the winter school vacation is just $25 per 
child for the entire week! Scholarships are available for 
those families who cannot afford tuition. Also, adults and 
older children (ages 12 and up) are welcome to join us as 
volunteers and will be much appreciated! For more infor-
mation about our next Catholic Kids Camp: Parade 
Around the Our Father, please contact Betsy Works at 
978-281-4820 or bworks@ccgronline.com. Registration 
forms are available at ccgronline.com/formation. Please 
join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

WINTER WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 

 

In case of inclement weather during this winter season, 
all weather related cancellations of programs and events 
in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport will 
be announced on our website: ccgronline.com; via Twit-
ter: @ccgronline; and on all major television stations and 
their websites. Thank you! 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

THE LEGION OF MARY 
New Members Always Welcome! 

 

Each week, members of the Legion of Mary from both 
Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish 
reach out to our aged, disabled, homebound, and sick fel-
low parishioners. They visit people in their homes and 
apartments, hospitals, and nursing homes. They pray to-
gether, offer companionship, and share God’s love and 
mercy with those who are so often lonely and forgotten. 
Last week, the Legion of Mary visited and prayed with  
sixty-nine fellow parishioners! 
 

Every Wednesday at 4:00pm, the Legion of Mary meets in 
our parish center (located beside Saint Ann Church) to 
pray the Rosary, share their faith experience, and partici-
pate in a period of formation under the guidance of their 
spiritual director. For more information about the Legion 
of Mary and its good work in our parishes, please contact 
Joan Foster at ajay7@verizon.net; Sue Demetri at sdeme-
tri2000@yahoo.com; or leave a message at 978-281-4820. 
New members are always welcome! All are invited! 
Please join us!  

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
New Members Always Welcome! 

 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization dedicated to responding to any request from 
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we 
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy. Our Clothes 
Closet is open on Saturdays from 10:00am until 1:00pm. 
And our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable 
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of our 
churches. The Food Pantry needs the following items: 
 

Canned Chicken, Ham, Stew, or Tuna 
Crackers· Canned Juice· Chicken or Tuna Helper 

Mayonnaise· Instant Potatoes· Hot & Cold Cereals 
Pancake Mix & Maple Syrup· Chef Boyardee 

Peanut Butter & Jelly· Jarred Pasta Sauce 
 

Donation envelopes are located at the entrances of our 
churches and can be placed in the offertory basket or 
mailed to the parish center. Checks should be made paya-
ble to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are held 
on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00pm. New 
members and volunteers are always welcome! For more 
information, please contact Annette Kennedy at 978-283-
1268 or Harry Miller at 978-281-2701. For assistance, 
please contact the Saint Vincent de Paul Society Hotline at 
978-281-8672. Thank you!  
 

HOW CAN YOU HELP? 
Find out! Join us: ccgronline.com/fellowship! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
TENTH ANNIVERSARY YEAR· 2007-2017 

Saturday, February 25th at 8:00am 
 

Founded in 2007 by Father Jim and Cliff Garvey, the Assi-
si Project is a fellowship of “Franciscans in Spirit” with 
friends and followers around the world. Our mission is to 
help adults of all ages more faithfully live the Gospel in 
the spirit of Saint Francis and Saint Clare of Assisi. The 
Assisi Project now meets on the last Saturday of each 
month in Saint Ann Church for Mass, formation, and fel-
lowship. Our next meeting is scheduled for Saturday, Feb-
ruary 25th at 8:00am. If you are interested in growing clos-
er to Christ through the guidance and intercession of Saint 
Francis of Assisi, please prayerfully consider joining us! 
All are welcome! For more information, please contact 
Cliff Garvey at 978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. 
May the Lord give you peace, now and always! 
 

SEASONS OF THE HEART 
LENT MISSION & RETREAT 

March 22nd through March 24th 
 

All are invited to join us for the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport’s Lent Mission & Retreat from 
Wednesday, March 22nd through Friday, March 24th at 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. Each evening will 
begin with Evening Prayer & Mass at 7:00pm. In addition, 
we will be blessed to welcome Sister Elizabeth Wagner as 
our special guest and spiritual director, who will lead us 
in prayer and reflection each evening after Mass. 
 

Sister Elizabeth lives a contemplative life at Transfigura-
tion Hermitage, which she founded in Windsor, Maine, as 
a semi-eremitical community devoted to prayer and soli-
tude according to the Rule of Saint Benedict. She is a her-
mit, award-winning writer, spiritual director, and retreat 
leader. Sister Elizabeth is also a formation director, gar-
dener, and groundskeeper of the hermitage. 
 

In addition to Sister Elizabeth’s nightly reflections during 
the mission and retreat, she will sign copies of her book, 
“Seasons in My Garden.” This captivating book intricately 
weaves insights from her own spiritual growth with the 
passing of the seasons. It offers readers spiritual guidance 
and an understanding that the patient tending of the soul 
will help us grow into a tranquil garden that God can use 
to reflect his glory. Copies of the book will be available for 
sale at $16.95 per copy. 
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s Lent 
Mission & Retreat is free but donations will be gratefully 
accepted during each evening’s celebration of Mass. For 
more information, please contact Cliff Garvey at 978-281-
4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. Please join us! All are 
invited! All are welcome! 
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
____________________ 

 

LENT MASS FOR FAMILIES 
Sunday, March 5th at 11:45am 

 

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as 
these that the kingdom of heaven belongs (Mt 19:14).” In 
response to the Lord’s call, all parents, grandparents, 
godparents, and children are invited to join Father Jim for 
a Lent Mass for Families on Sunday, March 5th at 
11:45am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. 
 

During Mass, Father Jim will offer a special homily about 
the Holy Season of Lent and a special blessing for all fam-
ilies and children. In addition, because Lent is a season 
for prayer, penance, and almsgiving, every child and 
their family will be asked to help us raise $1,000 during 
Lent for the Saint Vincent de Paul Society, a service or-
ganization in our parishes that provides food and finan-
cial assistance to local families in need. During the Family 
Mass, each child (and any interested adult parishioner) 
will be given a “campaign can” to collect coins for this 
most worthy cause. 
 

As our Lent Mass for Families approaches, let us reaffirm 
these basic principles of our youth faith formation pro-
grams: Mass is our class! Jesus is our teacher! And every 
family in our pews is a gift from God! For more infor-
mation about our Lent Mass for Families, please see Fa-
ther Jim or contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or 
bworks@ccgronline.com. Please spread the word! All are 
invited! All are welcome! 
 

NINETEENTH ANNUAL 
LIVE STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Rehearsals Begin on Thursday, February 23rd 
 

All young disciples from both Holy Family Parish and 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish are invited to partici-
pate in our 19th Annual Live Stations of the Cross, which 
will be presented on Palm Sunday, April 9th at 6:30pm in 
Saint Ann Church. All of our young participants will be 
expected to memorize their lines and attend six rehearsals 
that will begin on Thursday, February 23rd from 5:00pm 
until 6:00pm. Additional rehearsals are scheduled for 
March 9th, March 16th, March 23rd, March 30th, and 
April 6th. 
 

The success of this program depends on a small legion of 
volunteers! Adult volunteers are also much needed and 
most welcome to participate! If you or your child would 
like to participate in our 19th Annual Live Stations of the 
Cross, a deeply moving parish tradition that helps bring  
us all closer to Christ as he carries the Holy Cross, please 
contact Sue Demetri at sdemetri2000@yahoo.com or 978-
239-5615; or Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820. All are invited! All are welcome! Please join 
us for the Live Stations of the Cross! 
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OUR WEEKLY OFFERINGS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of February 11th—February 12th 

 

Weekly Offerings             $3,812.00 
 

Electronic Donations              $878.00 
 

Total Offerings            $4,690.00 
 

Second Collection     N/A 
 

Saint Ann Church Restoration        $201,936.00   
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of February 11th—February 12th 

 

Weekly Offerings           $2,666.00 
 

Electronic Donations               $30.00 
 

Total Offerings           $2,696.00 
 

Second Collection (Utilities)         $1,039.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection       $22,345.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested do-
nation for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations 
were offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Vita Vitale 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

For a Special Intention 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Gloria Sears 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary candles, 
flowers, or gifts for a special intention or in memory of a 
deceased friend or loved one, please contact Melissa Unis 
at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you for 
your generous support of the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport at Holy Family Parish and Our 
Lady of Good Voyage Parish! May God bless you and 
your family — now and always! 
 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

FEBRUARY 18—FEBRUARY 26, 2017 

Saturday, February 18 Vigil· Seventh Sunday 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Adam McCalla 

6:00pm· OLGV Thomas & Rose Lupo 

Sunday, February 19 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV John Carrancho 

8:15am· Saint Ann Alison Saren 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Rita & Enrico Betti 

11:45am· OLGV Andrew & Teresa Murphy 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Salvatore Cannavo 

 Seventh Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, February 20 
8:00am· OLGV 

The Balbo Family 

Tuesday, February 21 
8:00am· OLGV Anna & Andy Smith 

Wednesday, February 22 
8:00am· OLGV 

Reverend Joseph I. Martin 

Thursday, February 23 
8:00am· OLGV Bill Thompson 

Friday, February 24 
8:00am· OLGV Gloria Sears 

Saturday, February 25 
8:00am· Saint Ann  Intentions of the Assisi Project 

Saturday, February 25 Vigil· Eighth Sunday 

4:00pm· Saint Ann William & Grace Budrow 

6:00pm· OLGV Francesca (Ruggeri) Palazzolo 

Sunday, February 26 Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV Francisca Garcia 

8:15am· Saint Ann Paula Sydlowski 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Millie Hawkes 

11:45am· OLGV Oswald Ajavon 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Mass for the People 


