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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT

CHRISTMAS EVE

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
HOLY FAMILY PARISH & OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH
We cordially invite you and your family to join us for the celebration of Holy Mass
in celebration of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ!
______________________________

CHRISTMAS EVE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24TH
SAINT ANN CHURCH
4PM & 6PM
OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH
4PM & MIDNIGHT
______________________________

CHRISTMAS DAY
MONDAY, DECEMBER 25TH
SAINT ANN CHURCH
8:15AM
SAINT JOACHIM CHURCH
10:00AM
OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH
11:45AM
PLEASE JOIN US! ALL ARE INVITED! ALL ARE WELCOME!
PEACE & BLESSINGS TO ALL FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT

DECEMBER 24, 2017

OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE
_____________________

Welcome Home for Christmas!
As a child, I grew up in a household infused with religious belief and practice. As a family, we
attended Mass on a weekly basis. We said grace before meals. We even prayed the Rosary together. Later, as a young adult, I volunteered as a catechist for our parish’s youth faith formation program. For me, the Catholic Church has always been a place of peace, a consolation
during times of trial, and a second home. Sadly, we know that many people of faith and goodwill do not feel this way. During the past few decades, all too many people have left the Catholic Church behind. Some feel unable to join us for cultural, familial, financial, or personal reasons. Others simply feel unwelcome for reasons related to their marital status, sexual orientation, or basic lack of knowledge about the teachings and traditions of the Church.
At Christmas, however, many of our brothers and sisters in faith come home to the Church to
experience again the miraculous joy of that holy night when God humbled himself and was
born among us as a poor child. Even if just for one Christmas Mass, they come in search of
peace, consolation, and meaning in their lives. They come in search of something that the
world cannot offer: God’s endless love, intimate friendship, and boundless mercy. Whether
they know it or not, they have come —called by the Lord — to find their place in the Church,
our spiritual home. For some years, I have been thinking and praying about Pope Francis, his
message of mercy and inclusiveness; and his outreach to the poor, especially the poor in spirit.
I have been praying for those among us, friends and family, who might feel excluded from the
beauty of our shared faith, the richness of our traditions, and the spirit of our parish life. When
I became your pastor more than three years ago, one of my first decisions was to ensure that
every announcement about every parish program and event included this message: “All are
welcome!” However, we rarely explain what this means and to whom it applies. So here goes!
Let’s be clear. The celebration of Holy Mass is the source and summit of our community’s joy
and its life of prayer, fellowship, and service. All are welcome to join us for Mass and to receive Holy Communion in accordance with a personal examination of conscience and the
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. In this spirit, all are welcome means just that: “All
are welcome!” Whether you are a sinner or a saint, all are welcome! Whether you attend Mass
every day, every week, or just every so often, all are welcome! Whether you know the difference between an Apostolic Letter and an Apostolic Exhortation, all are welcome! Whether you
are healthy, living with a chronic illness, or suffering from a terminal illness, all are welcome!
Whether you are overweight or underweight or somewhere in between, all are welcome!
Whether you are rich or poor or somewhere in between, all are welcome! Whether you are
single, married, or divorced, all are welcome! Whether you are straight, gay, or not so sure, all
are welcome! Again and again and again, all are welcome means all are welcome!
This Christmas and beyond, let us join together in prayer, fellowship, and service to live the
Gospel, share God’s love, and rebuild the Church. Let us open wide the doors of our churches
and the gates of our hearts! And let us exclaim with one voice for the glory of God, forever
and always: “All are welcome!” and “Welcome Home for Christmas!”
Peace and blessings for a Merry Christmas,
Father Jim
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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT

CHRISTMAS EVE

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE

MAKING YOUNG DISCIPLES

____________________

____________________

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Saturday Mornings at 6:30am

A MESSAGE FROM POPE FRANCIS
“PROMISES WE MAKE TO OUR CHILDREN”

The Men’s Fellowship of the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport meets every Saturday from 6:30am
until 8:00am in the Parish Center (located at 74 Pleasant
Street in Gloucester). New members are always welcome
to join us for prayer, fellowship, and faith sharing as we
work on deepening our personal relationships with Jesus
Christ and the Catholic Church. For more information
about the Men’s Fellowship, please contact Al Mitchell at
978-879-3655 or albiemitchell@me.com. Please join us! All
are invited! All are welcome! Always!

Dear Brothers & Sisters! In our catechesis on the family,
we must consider the promises that we make to our children by bringing them into the world. The greatest of
these promises is love; every child trusts that he or she
will be loved and cared for. When that promise is broken,
the result is a scandal that Jesus condemns, telling us that
their guardian angels in heaven stand in God’s presence.
(see Matthew 18:10).
The Church, through the Sacrament of Baptism, also
makes promises to our children: promises to be kept by
parents and the Christian community as a whole. In experiencing human love, each child comes to sense the presence of a God who loves children. It is important for us to
foster this mysterious relationship by leaving room for
God in their young lives.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Tuesday, January 8th at 7:00pm
The Knights of Columbus (Council 215) is a fraternal and
charitable organization of Catholic men that serves the
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport at both
Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish.
Since 1897, our council has sponsored countless charitable
works on Cape Ann, including annual events like our
blood drive, food drive, golf tournament, Coats for Kids,
and our ongoing support for the Holy Family Women’s
Guild and the Saint Vincent de Paul Society.

Parents, in and through the love they show for their children, help them to appreciate their identity and their
uniqueness as sons and daughters of God. Jesus teaches
us to become like little children; so in protecting our children and protecting the family, may we keep the great
promise which God has given to us, in them and through
them, to our human family.

If you have twenty-four hours to volunteer for charity
during the coming year, we can transform that commitment into meaningful results for you, your family, and
our community. The next meeting of the Knights of Columbus (Council 215) is scheduled for Tuesday, January
8th at 7:00pm in the Parish Center (which is located at 74
Pleasant Street in Gloucester). For more information about
the Knights of Columbus, please contact Mark Natti at 978
-281-4820 or grandknight@kofc215.com; or kofc215.com.
Please join us! New members are welcome!

POPE FRANCIS
A PRAYER FOR OUR FAMILIES
God and Father of us all,
in Jesus your Son and our Savior,
You have made us your sons and daughters
in the family of the Church.
May Your grace and love help families
in every part of the world be united to one another
in fidelity to the Gospel.
May the example of the Holy Family,
with the aid of Your Holy Spirit,
guide all families, especially those most troubled,
to be homes of communion and prayer,
and to always seek Your truth
and live in Your love.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. Amen.

PASTOR’S NOTE
WINTER WEATHER CANCELLATIONS
For the latest information about weather related cancellations during the winter months in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please visit our website at
ccgronline.com. Announcements will also be made on
WBZ1030 and cbsboston.com. All parishioners should
note that if the public schools are closed during the week
due to inclement weather, then our weekday Mass and all
adult and youth faith formation programs will be canceled on that day. Peace and blessings to all for a Merry
Christmas and a very safe winter season! — Father Jim

Saint Ann, pray for us!
Saint Joachim, pray for us!
Our Lady of Good Voyage, pray for us!

FOLLOW POPE FRANCIS ONLINE!

MORE INFORMATION ONLINE!

Website: Vatican.va | news.va/en
Twitter: @pontifex | Instagram: @franciscus

Join us: ccgronline!
Follow us on Twitter: @ccgronline
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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT

DECEMBER 24, 2017

MAKING YOUNG DISCIPLES

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE

____________________

____________________

PASTOR’S NOTE
CALLING YOUNG DISCIPLES!

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR PRAYER
Join us: ccgronline.com/prayer!

As parishes throughout the country reimagine their
youth faith formation programs, it is important to remember that all children and teenagers are invited to participate in the life of our parishes: as altar servers, as participants in our upcoming Youth Christmas Pageant, and
as instrumentalists and singers in our Youth Choir & Music Ministry. These are not just special events but formative opportunities for children of all ages to gather in
prayer; learn about the teachings and traditions of the
Church; and live their faith in a true spirit of prayer, fellowship, and service. For more information, please contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820.

Each day, all are invited to join us for a few moments of
prayer and reflection at ccgronline.com/prayer. Our website features links to the Saint of the Day, Sharing the
Word, and Sunday Soundbites, which are 90 second reflections based on the daily Mass readings and the lives of
the saints. Our website also features an easy-to-use link
for praying the Liturgy of the Hours online.
In addition, please join us every week for a new edition of
Bringing Home the Word, a weekly newsletter for families that offers suggestions for prayer and reflection based
on the Sunday Mass readings. Each issue includes words
of wisdom from Pope Francis, along with reflections on
the scriptures, spirituality, and the lives of saints. Every
Saturday, a new edition of Bringing Home the Word is
posted at ccgronline.com/news! Please join us!

YOUTH CHOIR & MUSIC MINISTRY
Tuesdays at 5:00pm· Saint Ann Church
The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s
Youth Choir & Music Ministry meets for rehearsal every
Tuesday at 5:00pm in Saint Ann Church. The Youth
Choir, along with an ensemble of talented young instrumentalists, performs every weekend during Mass. Our
youth music ministry is a great way to make new friends
and participate in the life of our parishes! For more information, please contact Patty Natti at 978-281-4820 or
pnatti@comcast.net. Please join us! All are welcome!

THE HOLY ROSARY
Monday Through Saturday After Daily Mass!
All are invited to join the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport as we pray the Holy Rosary every
morning after our 8:00am Daily Mass. By praying the Rosary, we grow closer to our Risen Lord by meditating on
the mysteries of his life, death, and resurrection; and we
grow closer to our Blessed Mother by asking for her powerful intercession for ourselves, our parishes, and our
troubled world. Daily Mass is celebrated in Our Lady of
Good Voyage Church on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays at 8:00am; in Saint Joachim Church on Tuesdays
and Thursdays at 8:00am; and in Saint Ann Church on
Saturdays at 8:00am. For more information, please contact
Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820.
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

YOUTH CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Saturday, January 6th at 4:00pm Mass
Each year, the Catholic Church celebrates the Season of
Christmas from December 25th through the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord on January 8th. During Christmastime, we commemorate the Nativity of our Lord Jesus
Christ; the choir of angels praising God in heaven; the call
of the shepherds; and the adoration of the Magi with
their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
The Holy Father’s Favorite Way to Pray!

As part of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s celebration of the Christmas Season, we invite children from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good
Voyage Parish to participate in our Youth Christmas Pageant on Saturday, January 6th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann
Church. This dramatization of the Nativity of the Lord
depends on the participation of young angels and shepherds, along with those interested in playing the roles of
the Magi and the Holy Family.

In an interview, Pope Francis was asked about his favorite
way of praying. In response, the Holy Father said: “What
I truly prefer is Eucharistic Adoration … In the evening
between seven and eight o’clock, I pray in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament.” Eucharistic Adoration is a
prayerful devotion to the Real Presence of Christ in the
Blessed Sacrament. Each week, the Catholic Community
of Gloucester & Rockport offers four opportunities for
Eucharistic Adoration: Mondays at Saint Joachim Church
(6:30pm-8:00pm); Thursdays at Saint Ann Church (6:30pm
-7:30pm); and Tuesdays and Thursdays at Saint Joachim
Church (8:30am-10:00am). For more information, please
contact Jane Russo at 978-281-4820. Please join us! All are
invited! All are welcome!

If your child, grandchild, or godchild would like to participate in this wonderful holiday tradition, please contact
Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com; or Sue Demetri
at sdemetri2000@yahoo.com. Betsy and Sue can also be
reached by phone at 978-281-4820. Please join us! All are
invited! All are welcome!
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THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT

OUR MASS INTENTIONS
_____________________

DECEMBER 23—DECEMBER 31, 2017

CHRISTMAS EVE

OUR CHRISTMAS PRAYER
_____________________

PASTOR’S NOTE
Peace & Blessings for a Merry Christmas!

Saturday, December 23

Vigil· Fourth Sunday of Advent

4:00pm· Saint Ann

Joseph P. Brancaleone

6:00pm· OLGV

Pietro & Rosaria Cannavo

Sunday, December 24

Fourth Sunday of Advent

7:00am· OLGV

Rev. Mr. Raymond Wellbank

8:15am· Saint Ann

Corey McCollum

10:00am· Saint Joachim

Rev. Mr. Raymond Wellbank

11:45am· OLGV

Rev. Mr. Raymond Wellbank
Season of Christmas

Due to an early printing deadline, we are unable to post
last weekend’s offertory. Please remember that your
weekly gift is much appreciated and enables us to do
God’s work in the Catholic Community of Gloucester &
Rockport. Thank you for your generous support of both
Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. On behalf of our pastoral team, we wish you peace,
blessings, and all good things for a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year! And we ask you to join with us in raising hearts and voices in this Christmas prayer:
Almighty God and Father
a child is born for us, a son is given to us.
We are filled with the new light
by the coming of your Word among us.
May the light of faith
shine in all our thoughts, words, and actions.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever. Amen!

Monday, December 25
Christmas Day

All Masses for the People

Tuesday, December 26
8:00am· Saint Joachim

Lt. Col. Edward R. Ghidella

Wednesday, December 27
8:00am· OLGV

Salvatore Paul Ciarametaro

Thursday, December 28
8:00am· Saint Joachim

Herbert Hultin

Friday, December 29
8:00am· OLGV

Joseph & Frank Ciaramitaro

Saturday, December 30
8:00am· Saint Ann

Salvatore Loiacano

Saturday, December 30

Vigil· Feast of the Holy Family

4:00pm· Saint Ann

Joseph P. Nicastro

In Memory of Salvatore, Grace, and Pearl Parisi
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church

6:00pm· OLGV

Eugene & Manny Naves

In Memory of Francis J. Sullivan
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church

Sunday, December 31

Feast of the Holy Family

In Memory of the Orlando & Rubino Families
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

7:00am· OLGV

Special Intention

In Memory of Matteo Russo
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel

8:15am· Saint Ann

John Orlando

10:00am· Saint Joachim

Angela A. Vitale

11:45am· OLGV

Alfredo Silva

5:00pm· Saint Ann

No Mass Scheduled

For more information about donating sanctuary candles,
flowers, or gifts for a special intention or in memory of a
deceased friend or loved one, please contact Melissa Unis
at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you for
your generous support of the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport at Holy Family Parish and Our
Lady of Good Voyage Parish! May God bless you!

We hope and pray that you and your family will join us
again for Mass next week! Until then, Merry Christmas!
May God bless us, everyone! — Father Jim

SANCTUARY GIFTS
At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary candles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one.
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The requested donation for altar gifts is $175. And the requested donation for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations
were offered for the following intentions:

