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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 

_____________________ 

 

The Christmas Proclamation 
 

The Proclamation of the Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ from the Roman 

Martyrology is based on sacred scripture and formally declares the birth of the Christ Child. 

The Christmas Proclamation begins with the creation of the world and relates the Lord’s birth 

with major events in human history. Those events help us to appreciate the birth of Jesus 

within the broad context of salvation history. On Christmas Eve, the Proclamation is recited 

as part of the Liturgy of the Hours and may also be announced at Mass. So, let us raise our 

hearts and voices as we proclaim the birth of Jesus to the whole world! Merry Christmas! 
 

The twenty-fifth day of December, 

when ages beyond number hand run their course 

from the creation of the world, 

when God in the beginning created heaven and earth, 

and formed man in his own likeness; 

when century upon century had passed 

since the Almighty set his bow in the clouds after the Great Flood, 

as a sign of covenant and peace; 

in the twenty-first century since Abraham, 

our father in faith, came our of Ur of the Chaldees; 

in the thirteenth century since the People of Israel 

were led by Moses in the Exodus from Egypt; 

around the thousandth year since David was anointed King; 

in the sixth-fifth week of the prophecy of Daniel; 

in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 

in the year seven hundred fifty-two since the foundation of the City of Rome; 

in the forty-second year of the reign of Caesar Octavian Augustus, 

the whole world was at peace, 

Jesus Christ, the eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 

desiring to consecrate the world by his most loving presence, 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

and when nine months had passed since his conception, 

was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man: 

the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. 

Glory to God in the highest 

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests! 

May Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, 

have mercy on us and on the whole world! Amen! Amen! 
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

_____________________ 

 

Welcome Home for Christmas! 
 

BY FATHER JIM 
 

As a child, I grew up in a household infused with religious beliefs and practices. As a family, 

we attended Mass on a weekly basis. We said grace before meals. We even prayed the Rosary 

together. And as a young adult, I volunteered with our parish’s youth ministry programs. For 

me, the Catholic Church has always been a place of peace, a consolation during times of trial, 

and a second home. Sadly, many people of faith and goodwill do not feel this way anymore. 

All too many good people have left the Church behind. Some are justifiably angry or hurt by 

the actions of bishops and priests. Others simply feel unwelcome because of their marital sta-

tus, sexual orientation, or lack of knowledge about the teachings and traditions of our faith. 
 

At Christmas, however, many of our brothers and sisters come home to the Church to experi-

ence again the miraculous joy of that holy night when God humbled himself and was born 

among us as a poor child. Even if for just one Christmas Mass, they come in search of peace, 

hope, and meaning in their lives. They come in search of something that the world cannot 

offer: God’s endless love, intimate friendship, and boundless mercy. Whether they realize it 

or not, they are called by the Lord to join us and to hopefully find a place in our spiritual 

home. The Celebration of Holy Mass at Christmas (and every day during the year) is the 

source and summit of our community’s life of prayer, fellowship, and service. All are wel-

come to join us for Mass and to participate in Holy Communion in accordance with a person-

al examination of conscience and the teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church. 
 

Like Pope Francis, Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945) was blessed with the heart of a true shep-

herd of souls. During the 1930s and 1940s, Pastor Bonhoeffer spoke out against bigotry, fas-

cism, and hatred in Nazi Germany. His brave witness to the Gospel of Christ cost him his life. 

In a meditation written from prison before his death, Bonhoeffer challenges us to engage in a 

radical welcome to all who seek comfort and consolation during dark times. He writes: “Jesus 

stands at the door knocking (cf. Revelation 3:20). In a very real way, Jesus comes to us asking 

for help in the form of a beggar or a poor child in ragged clothes. He confronts us in every 

person we meet. As long as there are people, Christ will walk the earth as our neighbor, as the 

one through whom God calls us, speaks to us, and asks something of us...Christ is standing at 

the door. He lives among us. Will we close the door or open it?” 
 

In this spirit, our doors are always open to every saint and every sinner. Our doors are open 

to the rich and the poor, to the young and the old, and to everyone in between. Our doors are 

open to married couples and single people, to straight people and gay people, and to all who 

are discerning their way in the world. Our doors are open to every citizen and every non-

citizen, and to all who seek a community of prayer.  Our doors are open to healthy people 

and sick people and to all who long for the Lord’s healing presence in their lives. Again and 

again and again, you and your family are welcome here! So, this Christmas and beyond, let us 

learn from Dietrich Bonhoeffer, from Pope Francis, and from all who courageously give wit-

ness to the Good News of Christ. Let us live the Gospel, share God’s love with compassion 

and mercy, and rebuild our wounded Church from the bottom to the top. Let us open wide 

the doors! Let us open our arms! Let us open our hearts! Let us open our minds! And let us 

cry out joyfully for the glory of God, forever and always: “Welcome Home for Christmas!” 
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CALLING YOUNG DISCIPLES 
____________________ 

 

SPECIAL EVENT for FAMILIES 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 

Saturday, January 5th at 4:00pm 
 

Every year, the Catholic Church celebrates the Season of 
Christmas from December 25th through the Feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord on January 13th. During Christmas-
time, we commemorate the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ; the choir of angels praising God in heaven; the 
call of the shepherds, and the adoration of the Magi with 
their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 

As part of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport’s celebration of the Christmas Season, we invite 
children from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to participate in our Youth Christmas Pag-
eant on Saturday, January 5th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann 
Church. This dramatization of the Nativity of the Lord 
depends on the participation of young angels and shep-
herds, along with those interested in playing the role of 
the Magi and the Holy Family. 
 

If your child, grandchild, or godchild would like to par-
ticipate in this wonderful holiday tradition, please con-
tact Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com; or Sue De-
metri at sdemetri2000@yahoo.com. Betsy and Sue can 
also be reached by phone at 978-281-4820. Please join us! 
All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

YOUTH CHOIR & MUSIC MINISTRY 
Tuesday Afternoons at 5:00pm 

 

As parishes across the country reimagine their youth 
faith formation programs, it is important to remember 
that all children and teenagers are invited to fully partici-
pate in the life of our parishes as altar servers, volunteers, 
participants in our Christmas Pageant, or as members of 
our Youth Choir and Music Ministry. These programs are 
formative opportunities for children of all ages to gather 
in prayer, learn about the teachings and traditions of the 
Catholic Church, make new friends, and live their faith in 
a spirit of prayer, fellowship, and service.  
 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s 
Youth Choir & Music Ministry meets for fellowship and 
rehearsal every Tuesday at 5:00pm in Saint Ann Church. 
The youth choir, along with an ensemble of talented 
young instrumentalists, performs every weekend. Our 
youth music ministry is a great way to learn about music, 
make new friends, and participate in the life of our parish 
communities! New members ranging in age from ele-
mentary school through high school are welcome to join 
us! For more information, please contact Patty Natti at 
978-281-4820 or pnatti@comcast.net. Please join us! All 
are invited! All are welcome! 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PASTOR’S NOTE 

WELCOME SHEILA MCCARTHY! 
ASSOCIATE MINISTER & ARCHIVIST 

 

As you all know, this has been a difficult year for our 
pastoral team. Last December, just before Christmas, 
Deacon Ray Wellbank passed away. And then last June, 
Deacon Dan Dunn also passed away. Their sudden 
deaths broke the hearts of our parish families and were 
especially hard for me and for the dedicated members of 
our pastoral team. In addition, the losses of two beloved 
and respected deacons in one year prompted us to think 
deeply on how we would continue to serve our parish-
ioners in the best possible ways. 
 

In this spirit, after a long period of grieving, prayer, and 
consultation with fellow parishioners and pastoral team 
members, I am now very pleased to announce that Sheila 
McCarthy has joined our pastoral team as Associate Min-
ister & Archivist. In this capacity, Sheila will coordinate 
and schedule all weddings and child baptisms at both 
Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Par-
ish, meet with couples before their marriages, and main-
tain our sacramental records. 
 

Sheila is a native of Waltham, raised her children in Wo-
burn, and moved to Gloucester in 2006. Recently retired 
from the Visiting Nurses Association, Sheila has also 
served on the Holy Family Parish Finance Council. She is 
also a dancer, avid student of Gloucester history, and a 
fervent fan of both the Red Sox and Patriots. As a single 
parent since her two children were ages four and six, 
Sheila believes that they (along with her four beautiful 
grandchildren) are her greatest accomplishment in life. 
 

Sheila’s personal and professional background make her 
ideally suited to work with parish families who are pre-
paring for the Sacraments of Marriage and Baptism. On 
behalf of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rock-
port, it is my joy to welcome Sheila McCarthy to our pas-
toral team! If you have questions or need more infor-
mation about scheduling a baptism (for a child) or wed-
ding, please contact Sheila at smccarthy@ccgronline.com 
or 978-281-4820. Thank you! Peace and blessings to all! 
Merry Christmas! — Father Jim 
 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BRAIN TEASING SPECIAL EVENT 

TRIVIA NIGHT with FATHER JIM 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 19TH AT 7:00PM 

 

All parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join us for 
a brain-teasing, mind-blowing, and fast-paced special 
event: “Trivia Night with Father Jim” on Saturday, Janu-
ary 19th from 7:00pm until 10:00pm in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish Hall. Throughout the evening, Father Jim 
(who is secretly a quiz master and aspiring game show 
host) will ask a series of questions on a wide array of top-
ics ranging from music and sports, movies and television, 
books and history, religion and good, old-fashioned trivia. 
 

Tickets are $20 per person. Participants will be organized 
into teams of eight, so all are welcome to organize a team 
in advance or take your chances at the door! Tickets will 
be available at the door, in our parish office, or by contact-
ing Father Jim. All are invited to bring food and snacks. 
Coffee, tea, bottled water, and soft drinks will be offered 
for sale (along with a cash bar). Father Jim promises cool 
prizes and raffles, too!  
 

Don’t miss this chance to impress your friends and neigh-
bors with your knowledge of facts, figures, and trivia! 
Don’t miss this chance to share a few laughs with family 
and fellow parishioners! Don’t miss your chance to win a 
great prize! And don’t miss this chance to raise some 
much needed funds for Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 
For more information, please contact Father Jim at 978-281
-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Please join us! All are in-
vited! All are welcome! Merry Christmas! 
 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
WINTER WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 

Join us: ccgronline.com! 
 

For the latest information about weather related cancella-
tions during the winter months in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please visit our website at 
ccgronline.com. Announcements will also be made on 
WBZ1030-AM and cbsboston.com. All parishioners 
should note that if public schools are closed on a particu-
lar weekday due to inclement weather, then our daily 
Mass and all adult and youth faith formation programs 
will be cancelled on that day, too. Peace and blessings to 
all for a safe winter season! — Father Jim 

 

PRAYING FOR FAMILIES 
____________________ 

 

A MESSAGE from POPE FRANCIS 
PROMISES WE MAKE TO OUR CHILDREN 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters! In our teachings on the family, 
we must consider the promises that we make to our chil-
dren by bringing them into the world. The greatest of 
these promises is love. Every child trusts that he or she 
will be loved and cared for. When that promise is broken, 
the result is a scandal that Jesus condemns, telling us that 
their guardian angels in heaven stand in God’s presence 
(See Matthew 18:10). 
 

The Catholic Church, through the Sacrament of Baptism, 
also makes promises to our children: promises to be kept 
by parents and by the Christian community as a whole. 
In experiencing human love, each child comes to sense 
the presence of our God who loves every child. It is im-
portant for us to foster this mysterious relationship by 
leaving room for God in their young lives. 
 

Parents, in and through the love they show for their chil-
dren, help them to appreciate their identity and their 
uniqueness as sons and daughters of God. Jesus teaches 
us to become like little children; so in protecting our chil-
dren and their families, may we keep the great promise 
that God has given to us, in them and through them, to 
our entire human family. — Pope Francis 
 

A PRAYER FOR OUR FAMILIES 
By POPE FRANCIS 

 

God and Father of all people, 
in Jesus your Son and our Savior, 

you have made us your sons and daughters 
in the family of the Church. 

May your grace and love help all families 
in every part of the world 
be united to one another 

in fidelity to the Gospel of Christ. 
May the example of the Holy Family, 

with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
guide all families, especially those most troubled, 

to be homes of communion and prayer, 
and to always seek your truth 

and live in your love. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Saint Ann, pray for us!  
Saint Joachim, pray for us! 

Our Lady of Good Voyage, pray for us! 
 

LEARN MORE ABOUT POPE FRANCIS! 
Website: news.va/en | Twitter: @pontifex 
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OUR WEEKLY GIFTS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of December 15th—December 16th 

 

Weekly Offerings                          $5,868.00 
 

Electronic Donations                  $878.00 
 

Total Offerings           $6,746.00 
 

Second Collection    N/A  

 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of December 15th—December 16th 

 

Weekly Offerings                          $3,440.00 
 

Electronic Donations               $80.00 
 

Total Offerings           $3,520.00 
 

   Second Collection       N/A  

 

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. The requested donation 
for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations were 
offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Salvatore, Grace, and Pearl Parisi 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Lt. Col. Edward R. Ghidella 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Captain Joseph & Pauline Piscitello 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel 

 

In Memory of Corey McCollum 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary candles, 
sanctuary flowers, or sanctuary gifts in memory of a de-
ceased family member, friend, or loved one, please con-
tact Melissa Unis at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820. Thank you for your generous support! 

 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 2019 
Learn more: ccgronline.com/formation 

All are invited! All are welcome! 
Merry Christmas! Happy New Year! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

DECEMBER 22—DECEMBER 30, 2018 

Saturday, December 22 Vigil· Fourth Sunday of Advent  

4:00pm· Saint Ann Captain Joseph & Pauline Piscitello 

6:00pm· OLGV Russell & Mary Dagle 

Sunday, December 23 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

7:00am· OLGV Brittany Collett 

8:15am· Saint Ann Steve & Elinor Farricy 

10:00am· Saint Joachim The Pratt Family 

11:45am· OLGV Corey McCollum 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Antonio José da Rosa 

 Christmas Season 

Monday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 

Masses for the People 

Tuesday, December 25 
Christmas Day Masses for the People 

Wednesday, December 26 
8:00am· OLGV  

Mary Beth Sheldon 

Thursday, December 27 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Celestino Goulart 

Friday, December 28 
8:00am· OLGV Joseph & Frank Ciaramitaro 

Saturday, December 29 
8:00am·  Saint Ann Maria dos Anjos Medeiros 

Saturday, December 29 Vigil·  Feast of the Holy Family 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Joseph P. Nicastro 

6:00pm· OLGV Mary Schmorrow Enos 

Sunday, December 30 Feast of the Holy Family 

7:00am· OLGV Maria Padre 

8:15am· Saint Ann Captain Vito Ciaramitaro 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Martha Jane Coulbourn 

11:45am· OLGV Eugene & Manny Naves 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Healing of God’s Family 


