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_____________________________

Live the Gospel. Share God’s Love. Rebuild the Church.
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time ∙ August 4, 2019

MERCY CHANGES EVERYTHING
IF TODAY YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, HARDEN NOT YOUR HEARTS!
OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE — PAGE 3
_____________________________

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
United in Prayer, Fellowship, and Service
74 Pleasant Street ∙ Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930
Phone: 978-281-4820· Fax: 978-281-4964· Email: office@ccgronline.com· Website: ccgronline.com
Office Hours: Monday through Friday 10:00am-4:00pm

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY

OUR SUMMER RETREAT
_____________________

Sharing the Wisdom of Time
with Pope Francis
MONDAY, AUGUST 26TH THROUGH FRIDAY, AUGUST 30TH
BEGINS AT 7:00PM - SAINT ANTHONY CHAPEL
The summer season is a great time of year for stepping back from the business and busyness of daily life in order to focus on our personal relationships with Christ, with each
other, and with our Church. Unfortunately, few among us are able to leave behind
work, family, and friends for a real retreat from the world. For this reason, the Catholic
Community of Gloucester & Rockport is pleased to announce our Sixth Annual Summer
Retreat: “Sharing the Wisdom of Time with Pope Francis.”
From Monday, August 26th through Friday, August 30th, all are invited to join Father
Jim and Cliff Garvey for a unique opportunity to experience the spiritual peace and renewal of a week-long retreat without leaving home. Each night of our summer retreat
will begin at 7:00pm in Saint Anthony Chapel with Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of
the Hours. After this time of shared prayer, Father Jim and Cliff will lead our community in a period of reflection, discussion, and faith sharing. We will conclude promptly at
8:30pm with Night Prayer. During each day of the retreat, Saint Anthony Chapel will
open at 12:00pm for silent personal prayer and devotion.
This year, we will explore the inevitability of change in our lives and how to journey
with confidence and courage through the sometimes turbulent waters of our times. In
his book, “Sharing the Wisdom of Time”, Pope Francis reminds us that to face the future, we must understand the past. The wisdom that often comes with age and experience can help us prepare for the future without fear and anxiety. To illustrate these
points, the Holy Father has collected memories and stories from more than thirty countries and all walks of life. Every life story can offer us a compelling witness to the power
of faith, hope, love, and trust in divine providence!
Between each night of the retreat, participants will be asked to read brief selections from
the Holy Father’s beautifully illustrated book, “Sharing the Wisdom of Time”, and reflect on some timeless wisdom from the four corners of the world. If you would like to
join us for all or even just part of our Sixth Annual Summer Retreat, please contact Cliff
at 978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. A donation of $30 per person is requested
from those who can afford it. Copies of the book and cold drinks will be provided.
Please join us! Spread the word! All are invited! All are welcome!
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE
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Mercy Changes Everything
BY FATHER JIM
Father Richard Rohr writes: “Pope Francis insists that mercy is at the very top of the Christian hierarchy of great truths and everything falls apart whenever mercy is displaced by anything else.”
In this busy world, we are often bombarded by ads, posts, texts, tweets, and even good old fashioned human contact. It is all too easy for us to forget the importance of mercy. For this reason,
even though the Jubilee Year of Mercy ended almost two years ago, Pope Francis has called the
Catholic Church around the world to remain focused on sharing God’s mercy through individual
acts of kindness, helping the poor, making peace in our troubled world, and encouraging others to
accept or seek out God’s love and mercy through the sacraments.
At Mass this weekend, the responsorial psalm cries out to us: “If today you hear his voice, harden
not your hearts (Hebrews 3:15).” This verse is included among a series of readings that caution us
against arrogance, greed, vanity, and worldliness. They beckon us away from a world that seems
less compassionate and more callous with each passing day. These cautionary readings also remind us of the importance of mercy. At its root, mercy is what empowers us to feel a friend’s pain;
understand someone’s suffering; and empathize with the plight of a poor stranger. With God’s
grace, we can unite our hearts with the heart of a person in need and respond in a merciful way.
So, how can we become more merciful in our daily lives? Here are a few suggestions. First, we can
pray for an increase in mercy around the world. We can pray for our families, friends, and fellow
parishioners. We can pray for people we know and people we do not know who are lonely, poor,
sick, or suffering in some way. And we can pray that both our civic leaders and our faith leaders
will find the courage to give witness to God’s love and mercy. If each of us offered a few prayers
every day this month for these few intentions, the heavens would be flooded with prayers! The
angels would rejoice! God would smile upon us! Miracles would surely happen!
Second, we can cultivate kindness in our own corner of the world. No day passes without an opportunity to share God’s love and mercy to someone somewhere. Call a lonely neighbor. Check on
an elderly relative or sick friend. Send a sympathy card or a thank you note to someone who might
need or appreciate a kind word. Send flowers to someone who needs to be reminded of God’s gifts
of beauty and life. Allow another car to merge into your lane. Pray for (not swear at) the person
who cuts in front of you. Perhaps most of all, share a kind word with your letter carrier, the cashier
at the grocery store, or the poor guys who stand out in the hot sun while our roads are being repaired. Just imagine how much goodness and mercy you can share in one short week!
Finally, turn away from gossip, judging others, and holding on to grudges against colleagues,
neighbors, friends, and family members. Such hardness of heart weakens our faith, numbs us to
God’s grace, diminishes our ability to show mercy to friend, foe, and stranger alike. When we hold
on to resentments, both large and small, we become blind to our own faults and failures. But when
we forgive, we become wide-open windows through which God’s love and mercy flow out into
the world. Dare to love! Dare to make peace! Dare to be merciful! Your small act of love, mercy, &
forgiveness can change a life. It can change the life of your family, your workplace, or your neighborhood. Taken together, our small acts of mercy can change the world! Peace and blessings to all!

“If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.”
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SUMMER CARILLON RECITALS
An Our Lady of Good Voyage Tradition
Begins This Weekend!
An annual tradition returns this summer to Our Lady of
Good Voyage Parish! Our Summer Carillon Recitals are
scheduled to begin this Saturday, August 3rd at 5:15pm
(rain or shine). Once again, LuAnn Pallazola, our very
talented organist-keyboardist has prepared programs
that include familiar classical and international pieces,
popular hymns and songs, patriotic melodies, and even
selections especially for kids!

WORDS OF WISDOM

MERCY CHANGES EVERYTHING
BY POPE FRANCIS
Are you looking for empty thrills in life?
Or do you want to feel a power
that can give you a lasting sense of life and fulfillment?
Empty thrills or the power of God’s grace?
To find fulfillment and gain strength: there is a way!
It is not a thing or an object. It is a person.
He is alive! His name is Jesus Christ!
Jesus can give you a true passion for life.
Jesus can inspire you to not settle for less,
but to give the very best of yourself.
Jesus challenges us, encourages us,
and helps us to keep trying
whenever we are tempted to give up.
Jesus pushes us to keep our sights high
and dream of great things.

Installed in 1922, the carillon bells in Our Lady of Good
Voyage Church were the first toned set of carillon bells in
the United States. Although our bells can be heard from
blocks away, the sound is best near the church. This summer, carillon recitals are also scheduled for the following
Saturday afternoons at 5:15pm: August 10th, August
17th, August 24th, and August 31st.
For more information about these special programs,
please contact LuAnn Pallazola at 978-281-4820 or lpallazola@gmail.com. Our Summer Carillon Recitals are free
and open to the public! So, bring a coffee or cold drink!
Enjoy this wonderful summer tradition! Don’t forget that
Mass begins at 6:00pm! Please join us! Spread the word!
Bring your family! All are invited! All are welcome!

Whoever welcomes Jesus
learns to love as Jesus loves.
So he asks us if we want a full life.
Do you desire a complete life?
Start by letting yourself be open and attentive!
Happiness is sown and blossoms in mercy!
Mercy is his answer,
his offer, his challenge, and his adventure...

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Holy Day of Obligation· Thursday, August 15th
Since the fifth century, God’s faithful people have believed that upon her death, the Blessed Virgin Mary was
raised body and soul into heaven. However, this ancient
tradition was not defined as an official teaching of the
Roman Catholic Church until 1950. In celebration of the
Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport will
celebrate Masses according to the following schedule:

All together, let us ask the Lord:
Launch us on the adventure of mercy!
Launch us on the adventure of building bridges
and tearing down walls, barriers, and barbed wire.
Launch us on the adventure of helping
the poor, the lonely, the abandoned,
and those who no longer find meaning in their lives…
Lord, here we are!
Send us to share your merciful love!
We want to welcome you!
We want to affirm that our lives are fulfilled
when they are shaped by your mercy
for that is the better part,
and it will never be taken from us!

Vigil Mass· Wednesday, August 14th
Saint Anthony Chapel at 6:30pm
Holy Day Masses· Thursday, August 15th
Saint Joachim Church at 8:00am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church at 12:00pm
For more information, please see Father Jim before or
after Mass; or please feel welcome to contact him at 978281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Please join us! All are
invited! All are welcome! Saint Ann, pray for us! Saint
Joachim, pray for us! Saint Anthony, pray for us! Our
Lady of Good Voyage, pray for us! Our Lady of Angels,
pray for us! Our Lady of the Assumption, pray for us!

Pope Francis· July 28, 2016

LEARN MORE ABOUT POPE FRANCIS
Vatican News | news.va/en
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THE LEGION OF MARY
Wednesday Afternoons at 4:00pm
Each week, members of the Legion of Mary from both
Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish reach out to our sick, aged, disabled, and homebound
fellow parishioners. They visit these friends and neighbors in their homes and apartments, hospitals, and nursing homes. They pray together, offer companionship and
conversation, and share God’s love and mercy with those
who are so often lonely and forgotten.

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION SPECIAL PROGRAM
SUNDAY MORNING with POPE FRANCIS
AUGUST 4TH & AUGUST 18TH - BEGINS AT 9:30AM
The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is
pleased to announce that all children (ages 5 through 11)
and their families are invited to join us for “Sunday Morning with Pope Francis” on August 4th and August 18th
beginning at 9:30am in Our Lady of Good Voyage
Church. During these mornings of prayer, learning, fun,
and fellowship, our young disciples will learn from Pope
Francis about the journey of faith through active and engaged participation in games, music, and craft projects.

Every Wednesday at 4:00pm, the Legion of Mary meets in
our parish office (located at 74 Pleasant Street in Gloucester) to pray the Rosary, share their faith experiences, and
participate in a period of formation under the guidance of
their spiritual directors. For more information about the
Legion of Mary and its good work in our parish communities, please contact Sue Demetri at 978-281-4820 or sdemetri2000@yahoo.com. Please join us! All are invited!
New members are always welcome!

This special youth faith formation program will begin in
Our Lady’s School where Betsy Works and a team of volunteers will lead a faith-filled and fun-filled morning of
activities, learning, and good times with friends both old
and new. After the morning session, Betsy and our volunteers will bring the children to Our Lady’s Church for
Mass at 11:45am. All parents, grandparents, godparents,
and guardians are encouraged to join us!

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Help Us Help Others!
The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international organization dedicated to responding to any request from
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy. Our Clothes
Closet is open on Saturdays from 10:00am until 1:00pm.
And our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of
our churches. The Food Pantry needs these items:

The tuition for this innovative youth faith formation program is just $30 per child for both Sundays. Scholarships
are available for families that cannot afford tuition. Adults
and older children (ages 12 and up) are welcome to join us
as volunteers! Registration forms are available at
ccgronline.com/formation. For more information, please
contact Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978281-4820. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

Assorted Canned Soups
Beef Stew· Chef Boyardee
Canned Tuna· Chicken & Tuna Helper
Chips, Cookies, Crackers, and Snacks
Instant Mashed Potatoes
Pancake Mix & Syrup
Pasta & Sauce· Ramen Noodles· Rice-a-Roni
Peanut Butter & Jelly

CAMPS: CHRIST AS MY PERSONAL SAVIOR
Christian Summer Camp· Begins August 5th
CAMPS (Christ As My Personal Savior) is a summer
camp experience for high school students that seeks to
bring young disciples closer to Jesus; to share the Good
News that our Christian community is both formed and
lived; and to inspire faith formation and spiritual growth.
This summer from August 5th through August 10th, more
than 300 campers will gather at Lakeside Campsite in
Pittsfield, Massachusetts for games and sports, campfires
and music, spiritual talks and faith sharing. CAMPS can
be a life-changing experience for high school students! For
more information, please contact Albie Mitchell at 978-879
-3655 or albiemitchell@me.com; or visit their website:
campsministry.com. Scholarships are available!

Donation envelopes are located at the entrances of our
churches. Donations can be placed in the offertory basket
or mailed to us. Checks should be made payable to the
Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are held on the
second Wednesday of each month at 4:00pm in Our Lady’s Hall. The Saint Vincent de Paul Society warmly welcomes new members and volunteers! For more information, please contact Harry Miller at 978-281-2701 or
Barbara Frontiero at Barbara.Frontiero@gortons.com. If
you or your family needs our assistance, please contact us
at 978-281-8672. Thank you for your generous support!
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AUGUST 3—AUGUST 11, 2019

HOLY FAMILY PARISH
Weekend of July 27th & July 28th

Saturday, August 3

Vigil· 18th Sunday

4:00pm· Saint Ann

James Blake

6:00pm· OLGV

Angela Ciolino

Sunday, August 4

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00am· OLGV

Alphonse Ajavon

Thank you for your generous support
of Holy Family Parish!

8:15am· Saint Ann

Benjamin “Libby” Ciaramitaro

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH

10:00am· Saint Joachim

The Sieczkowski Family

11:45am· OLGV

José & Maria Nunes da Conceição

5:00pm· Saint Ann

Healing of God’s Family
18th Week in Ordinary Time

Monday, August 5
8:00am· OLGV

Capt. Michael & Mary Densmore

Tuesday, August 6
8:00am· Saint Joachim

Glen Rabinowitz

Wednesday, August 7
8:00am· OLGV

Valentina Bichao

Thursday, August 8
8:00am· Saint Joachim

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Murphy, Sr.

Friday, August 9
8:00am· OLGV

Special Intention

Saturday, August 10
8:00am· OLGV

Bruno Kozel

Saturday, August 10

Vigil· 19th Sunday

4:00pm· Saint Ann

Richard Horak

Weekly Offerings

$6,189.00

Electronic Offerings

$878.00

Total Offerings

$7,067.00

Second Collection (SVDP)

$5,140.00

Grand Annual Collection (118% of Goal)

$88,172.00

Weekend of July 27th & July 28th
Weekly Offerings

$3,283.00

Electronic Offerings

$80.00

Total Offerings

$3,363.00

Second Collection (SVDP)

$2,801.00

Grand Annual Collection (102% of Goal)

$46,013.00

Thank you for your generous support
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

SANCTUARY GIFTS
At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary candles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one.
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The requested donation for altar gifts is $175. The requested donation
for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations were
offered for the following intentions:
In Memory of Louis Linquata
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church

6:00pm· OLGV

Celestino Goulart

In Memory of the Nelson Family
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church

Sunday, August 11

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

In Memory of Brien Kennedy
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel

7:00am· OLGV

Teresa Casimiro

In Memory of Guilherma Silva
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

8:15am· Saint Ann

Vincenzo Terranova

10:00am· Saint Joachim

John Cusumano

11:45am· OLGV

Judith Carey

5:00pm· Saint Ann

Healing of God’s Family

In Honor of Carlyne Faye Davis
90th Birthday Celebration
Sanctuary Gifts· Saint Ann Church
For more information about donating sanctuary candles,
flowers, or gifts in memory of a deceased family member,
friend, or loved one, please contact Melissa Joseph at
office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you!

