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OUR FALL DAY OF PRAYER 
_____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Rebuilding the Church 
with Saint Francis of Assisi 

 

A FALL DAY OF PRAYER & REFLECTION 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5TH - BEGINS AT 8:00AM 

 

Have you ever really considered the proverbial “power of one?” Have you ever really con-

sidered how one person, one everyday person like you and me, might reform and rebuild 

the Church through the power of their own life and witness? These are the questions that 

we will consider and reflect upon at our Fall Day of Prayer & Reflection on Saturday, Octo-

ber 5th from 8:00am until 12:00pm in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church.  
 

More than eight centuries ago, the Crucified Christ called out to the young man who 

would become Saint Francis of Assisi: “Go! Rebuild my church which as you can see is fall-

ing into ruin!” Francis took the Lord’s command literally and set out to repair small chap-

els in and around his hometown. Over the years, however, Francis came to understand 

that his vocation to live the Gospel and share God’s love was vital to rebuilding the 

Church throughout the world. 
 

In this spirit and in celebration of the Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, all are invited to join 

Father Jim and Cliff Garvey for a “Fall Day of Prayer & Reflection: Rebuilding the Church 

with Saint Francis of Assisi.” During this four-hour morning retreat, we will reflect on 

what Saint Francis can teach us about healing God’s family and rebuilding the Church dur-

ing these troubled times. We will also consider how our individual contribution can 

strengthen the bonds of love and community in our families, neighborhoods, and parishes. 
 

Our day of prayer and reflection will proceed according to the following schedule: Cele-

bration of Holy Mass at 8:00am; First Reflection & Faith Sharing at 9:00am; Eucharistic Ad-

oration & Rosary at 10:00am; Second Reflection & Faith Sharing at 11:15am; Angelus & 

Closing Prayers at 12:00pm. After our scheduled program, all are invited to join us for a 

delicious potluck harvest lunch in the Our Lady’s Hall. 
 

Throughout the morning, there will be breaks and time for faith sharing, fellowship, and 

questions. Refreshments will be served. If you would like to join us for this special day of 

prayer and reflection, please contact Cliff Garvey at 978-281-4820 or  

cgarvey@ccgronline.com. Also, if you are able and willing to help with our potluck lunch, 

please contact Becky Carrancho at  thunda1701@yahoo.com. Please join us! Spread the 

word! Bring a friend! All are invited! All are welcome! 
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
_____________________ 

 

Holy Family Parish 
Annual Financial Report 

 

BY FATHER JIM 
 

Just over five years ago, the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport was founded as a 

collaborative of two historic parishes: Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. 

Although our parishes share one pastor and pastoral team, each parish remains fully independ-

ent under canon law; has its own finance council; maintains its own accounting procedures; pays 

its own bills; and maintains its own buildings. The collaboration between our communities was 

not easy at first. But more and more, parishioners at Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 

Voyage Parish are praying together, working together, and helping each other to live the Gospel, 

share God’s love, and rebuild the Church in a true spirit of prayer, fellowship, and service. 
 

During the past year, Holy Family Parish has been blessed in many ways. Attendance at our 

weekend Masses is good. Some young adults and young families are joining us, too. Parishioners 

offer very positive feedback about our adult and youth faith formation programs; our music min-

istries; and our weekly newsletter and website. In addition, both parishioners and summer visi-

tors frequently share favorable comments about the dedication of our pastoral team and the un-

told good works of our volunteers. As a community of disciples, we should rejoice and give 

thanks to God for our many blessings.  
 

Best of all, I am happy to report that our annual parish budget is balanced! After all of our bills 

were paid and accounts reconciled, we ran a net surplus which lays a strong financial foundation 

for the current fiscal year. In no small measure, our balanced budget depended on the over-

whelming success of the Grand Annual Collection. Thanks to your generous support we exceed-

ed our goal by more than $12,000! Needless to say, we still face challenges ahead related to in-

creasing costs of heating, insuring, maintaining, repairing, and restoring our church buildings. 

But I am optimistic about the long-term financial stability of our parish. Working together as a 

family of disciples, we can face every challenge with confidence, determination, and good spirits. 

Of course, your support makes all the difference! So, please join me in praying that each of us, 

according to our means, will continue to give generously to our parish. 
 

Finally, please join me in thanking the members of the Holy Family Parish Finance Council for 

their dedicated service, good advice, and wise counsel: Joseph Grella, Robert Krause, and Rosa 

Ladd. Their commitment and hard work throughout the year ensures that we are always focused 

on making the best use of our limited financial resources. Finally, my deepest thanks go to our 

parishioners for their ongoing prayers and support. Your generosity makes possible all that we 

do together to make Holy Family Parish a spirit-filled and vibrant faith community. On a more 

personal note, your ongoing kindness and encouragement humble me and sustain me in my 

ministry. Please know that you and your family are always in my prayers. Thank you again for 

your generosity and support! Peace and blessings to all! 

 

‘Thank you’ is the best prayer that anyone could say. I say that one a lot.  

Thank you expresses extreme gratitude, humility, and understanding. 
 

ALICE WALKER 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
FEAST OF SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI 

Saturday, October 5th at 2:00pm 
 

Saint Francis of Assisi is venerated throughout the world 
as the patron of animals and the environment. Through-
out his lifetime, Saint Francis is credited with countless 
miracles, many of them involving animals. Whether he 
was preaching to birds or taming a ferocious wolf, he has 
been regarded as the friend and protector of animals and 
pets for more than eight centuries.  
 

In belated celebration of the Feast of Saint Francis, all pa-
rishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Community 
of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join Father Jim 
for the traditional “Blessing of the Animals” on Saturday, 
October 5th at 2:00pm in Our Lady’s Rectory Parking Lot.  
 

All family-friendly pets are welcome (but must be 
leashed or secured in carriers). For more information 
about this beautiful annual tradition, please see Father 
Jim before or after Mass; or contact him at 
frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Please join us! 
Bring your family and friends! All are invited! All are 
welcome! Saint Francis of Assisi, pray for us! 
 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
HARVEST BAKE SALE 

Weekend of October 5th & October 6th 
 

In celebration of the new fall season, the Holy Family 
Women’s Guild is hosting a Harvest Bake Sale on Satur-
day, October 5th and Sunday, October 6th after all week-
end Masses in Holy Family Parish. Our offerings will in-
clude freshly baked pies, cakes, cookies, and a variety of 
harvest crafts. All proceeds will support Holy Family Par-
ish. For more information, please contact Jane Marshall at 
978-283-5111 or Janet Lucido at 978-515-7286. Please join 
us! Spread the word! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
HOLY NAME SOCIETY 

Sunday, October 6th at 6:30pm 
 

The Holy Name Society of Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Parish is a service organization of men which was found-
ed to support our faith community through volunteering 
and fundraising. Our next meeting is scheduled for Sun-
day, October 6th at 6:30pm in Our Lady’s Hall. Dinner 
will be prepared and served by the officers. Annual dues 
of $20.00 will be collected. For more information about 
the Holy Name Society and its good work in our parish, 
please contact Matt Parisi at mparisi101@gmail.com or 
leave a message at 978-281-4820. Please join us! Spread 
the word! New members are always welcome! 

 

MAKING YOUNG DISCIPLES 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME NEW DISCIPLES! 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
OUR SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER 2019 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of three Sacraments 
of Initiation in the Roman Catholic Church. The two other 
Sacraments of Initiation are Eucharist and Confirmation. 
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: “Holy 
Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gate-
way to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives access 
to the other sacraments. Through Baptism, we are freed 
from sin and reborn as children of God; we become mem-
bers of Christ, are incorporated into the Church, and 
made sharers in her mission (CCC 1213).”  
 

During the month of October, the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport will celebrate the Sacrament of 
Baptism according to the following schedule: 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, October 13th at 10:00am 

Saint Ann Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, October 20th at 1:00pm 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, October 27th at 10:00am Mass 

Saint Joachim Church 
 

The following children were recently baptized with holy 
water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit here 
in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport: 
 

Kingsley Cain 
Giacomo Ferrara 

Jack Green 
Nina Harnish 

Everly Pizzimenti 
Juliana Silva 
Mila Smith 

 

If you would like to schedule your child’s baptism in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please 
contact Sheila McCarthy at smccarthy@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820. For more information about the Sacraments 
of the Roman Catholic Church, please visit our website at 
ccgronline.com/sacraments. May God bless our newly 
baptized young disciples and their families! Peace, bless-
ings, and congratulations to all! 
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CALLING ADULT DISCIPLES 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

THE WAY 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6TH - AFTER 8:15AM MASS 

 

“The Way” was the among the earliest names for follow-
ers of the Risen Christ. The Way also appears as a biblical 
reference to the earliest Christian communities in the Acts 
of the Apostles. In addition, tradition teaches that both 
before and after his conversion, Saint Paul referred to the 
disciples of Christ as part of the Way. More than two 
thousand years later, Catholic Christians are still part of 
the Way of Jesus Christ. But as we all know, a life of disci-
pleship is not a hobby or pastime. It is a vocation, a way 
of life that lays claim to our whole heart, mind, and 
strength. As disciples, our lives should be focused on and 
inspired by our faith in Christ, who is our merciful re-
deemer, friend, and brother. And as disciples, we are 
called to reach out to those who need our help in growing 
closer to Christ and the Church. 
 

If you are an adult (age 18 and over) and have not re-
ceived all of the Sacraments of Initiation in the Catholic 
Church (Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation), then 
please consider joining “The Way”, an adult faith for-
mation program that will meet on Sunday mornings after 
our 8:15am Mass beginning on Sunday, October 6th in 
Saint Ann House of Prayer. The Way (typically called the 
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is a seven month 
program that prepares adults to be received into the 
Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil. As part of this same 
program, we will prepare adults for the Sacrament of 
Confirmation (to be received at either the Easter Vigil or 
at a regional archdiocesan celebration).  
 

Our group will meet every other week for fellowship, 
formation, and faith sharing. As a community of disci-
ples, we will learn together about the basic beliefs, teach-
ings, and traditions of the Church; and we will explore 
the methods of prayer and spirituality that have brought 
centuries of believers closer to Christ Jesus and to the 
Church. In addition, we will talk openly and honestly 
about the challenges of living an authentic life of faith, 
hope, and love in the modern world. If you would like to 
learn more about this journey of faith and become part of 
a unique fellowship in preparation for the sacraments of 
God’s Church, then please contact Cliff Garvey at cgar-
vey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Please join us! 
Spread the word! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP, AND SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
OUR LADY’S GUILD 

Monday, October 7th at 6:30pm 
 

Since 1944, Our Lady’s Guild has worked to build com-
munity among women of all ages in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish through fundraising, good works, prayer, 
and social events. The Guild’s next meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, October 7th at 6:30pm in Our Lady’s Hall. A 
delicious potluck supper will be prepared by our mem-
bers. For more information about Our Lady’s Guild and 
its good work in our parish, please contact Beth Fosberry 
at 978-790-0196 or jcbf33@yahoo.com. Please join us! 
Spread the word! New members are always welcome! 
 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 

Tuesday, October 8th at 6:30pm 
 

Established in 2005, the Holy Family Women’s Guild 
brings together women of all ages and backgrounds in 
prayer, fellowship, and service to our parish and the wid-
er community. Throughout the year, the Guild hosts 
fundraising events and social gatherings that include the 
Christmas Fair, Palm Sunday Bake Sale, and Harvest 
Bake & Craft Sale (see page 4). 
 

The Guild’s next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Octo-
ber 8th at 6:30pm in Saint Ann Church Hall. Refresh-
ments will be served. Annual dues of $15.00 will be col-
lected. For more information about the Holy Family 
Women’s Guild, please contact Lydia Bertolino at 978-281
-4279 or bertolino4@msn.com. Please join us! Spread the 
word! New members are always welcome! 
 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
OUR LADY’S GUILD BAKED BEAN SUPPER 

Friday, October 18th· Begins at 5:30pm 
 

All parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join Our 
Lady’s Guild for its Annual Baked Bean Supper on Fri-
day, October 18th from 5:30pm until 8:00pm in Our La-
dy’s Hall. A donation of $10 is requested for each adult; 
and $6 each for each child (age 10 and under). Tickets 
will be available at the door. 
 

Our menu will include hot dogs, linguiça, baked beans, 
coffee, soft drinks, and homemade desserts. Proceeds 
support Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. For more in-
formation about this special evening of good food, fun,  
and fellowship, please contact Beth Fosberry at 978-790-
0196 or jcbf33@yahoo.com. Please join us! Spread the 
word! Bring your family! Bring your friends! All are in-
vited! All are welcome! 
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OUR WEEKLY GIFTS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of September 21st & September 22nd 

 

Weekly Offerings          $6,054.00 
 

Electronic Offerings             $878.00 
 

Total Offerings           $6,932.00 
 

Second Collection (Bahamas)                $3,162.00                          
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of September 21st & September 22nd 

 

Weekly Offerings              $3,235.00 
 

Electronic Offerings               $80.00 
 

Total Offerings           $3,315.00 
 

   Second Collection (Bahamas)                         $2,071.00                                   
  

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. The requested donation 
for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations were 
offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of the Deceased Members 
of the Madonna del Rosario Society 
Sanctuary Gifts· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Jeremiah “Jerry” Nicastro 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Eileen Donovan 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Pietro Noto 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel 

 

In Memory of Guilherme “Bill” Silva 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary candles, 
flowers, or gifts in memory of a deceased family member, 
friend, or loved one, please contact our parish office at 
office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you! 
 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

SEPTEMBER 28—OCTOBER 6, 2019 

Saturday, September 28 Vigil· 26th Sunday 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Anthony & Mary Ciaramitaro 

6:00pm· OLGV Bessie Tortorici 

Sunday, September 29 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV José da Silva Travassos 

8:15am· Saint Ann Michael Grella 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Steven LeBlanc 

11:45am· OLGV Stefano Adelfio 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Healing of God’s Family 

 26th Week in Ordinary Time 

Monday, September 30 
8:00am· OLGV  

Communion Service 

Tuesday, October 1 
8:00am· Saint Joachim  

Special Intention 

Wednesday, October 2 
8:00am· OLGV  

Frances Souza 

Thursday, October 3 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Bertha Maksimowicz & Family 

Friday, October 4 
8:00am· OLGV Manuel I. Garcia 

Saturday, October 5 
8:00am·  OLGV Intentions of the Assisi Project 

Saturday, October 5 Vigil· 27th Sunday 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Madonna del Rosario Society 

6:00pm· OLGV Maurice & Mary Landry 

Sunday, October 6 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:00am· OLGV Michael Boutchie 

8:15am· Saint Ann La Madonna del Lume 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Matthew & Josephine Shallow 

11:45am· OLGV Manuel F. Garcia 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Healing of God’s Family 


