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HOLY SEASON OF ADVENT 
_____________________ 

 

Advent & Christmas Concert 
 

AN ANNUAL HOLIDAY TRADITION 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH AT 2:00PM - SAINT ANN CHURCH 

 

All parishioners, friends, and guests of Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 

Voyage Parish are invited to join Tom Misuraca, Lucy Pallazola, Patricia Natti, 

and our Adult & Youth Music Ministries for our Fifteenth Annual Advent & 

Christmas Concert on Sunday, December 8th at 2:00pm in Saint Ann Church. As 

always, this year’s musical selections have been carefully chosen to help prepare 

our hearts to celebrate more faithfully the Holy Season of Advent and the Nativity 

of Our Lord Jesus Christ at Christmas. For more information about this beautiful 

holiday tradition in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please 

contact Tom Misuraca, Associate Minister of Music, at 978-281-4820 or 

tmisuraca@ccgronline.com. Please join us as we share the gift of sacred music dur-

ing the upcoming holiday season! Spread the good news! Bring your families and 

friends! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

Advent Mission & Retreat 
Punching Holes in the Darkness 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11TH THROUGH FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13TH 
BEGINS WITH MASS AT 7:00PM - OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE CHURCH 

 

Especially at this time of year, darkness is all around us. Days are short. Nights 

are long. Too many days seem bleak and gloomy. And in the world around us, 

darkness abounds. Divisions are deep. Too many people suffer. Too many people 

seem ambivalent and cynical. Too many people seem hunkered down, hoping 

beyond hope that the darkness will pass away all by itself. 
 

Father Jim and Cliff recently read a little book called “Punching Holes in the Dark-

ness” by Robert Benson, a Christian author and retreat leader. He writes: “Where 

there is darkness, we are to raise our fists and punch holes in it — as hard as we 

can, as often as we can. The size of the hole does not matter, the fact of it is what 

counts more than everything.” Benson means that each one of us, inspired by the 

Holy Spirit, can transcend darkness and bring the Light of Christ into our world 

with every thought, word, and deed. By punching holes in the darkness, we bring 

brightness back into our world and our good works will shine like stars! 
 

In this spirit, all parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Community of 

Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join us for our “Advent Mission & Retreat: 

Punching Holes in the Darkness” from Wednesday, December 11th through Fri-

day, December 13th beginning with Mass at 7:00pm in Our Lady of Good Voyage 

Church. Each evening will also feature a reflection, followed by comments, ques-

tions, and faith sharing. Although we will not read all of Robert Benson’s book, 

copies will be available for purchase. For more information, please contact Cliff 

Garvey at 978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. Please join us! Spread the 

word! Bring a friend! All are invited! All are welcome! 
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE 
_____________________ 

 

A Hinge Moment 
 

BY CLIFF GARVEY 
 

We all know that an essential part of a door is the hinge. A door depends on its hinge. 

Without the hinge, a door cannot open or close. Without the hinge, a door is just a 

board. Likewise in life, we experience hinge moments. These are moments that can 

open new opportunities for love, growth, and maturity. Such moments transform our 

lives: the birth of a child, the death of a parent or spouse, a graduation from high 

school or college, a first job, a first love. After a hinge moment, everything changes. 
 

My family is lucky. My parents are fit and healthy well into their seventies. But for the 

past few years, they have been restless. They have been living in a senior housing com-

munity and have not liked it. They miss having their own home. They feel out of place. 

But late last summer, a small miracle happened! My dad learned that as a Vietnam 

combat veteran, he was eligible for a low interest mortgage and could buy another 

home. Needless to say, my folks were overjoyed. 
 

What happened next is the hinge moment (or perhaps a series of hinge moments). Be-

cause I am their only child and someday stand to inherit their new house, they entrust-

ed me with finding for them the right house in the right location at the right price. A 

few weeks later, I showed them a little house near a protected harbor on the coast of 

Maine with a view of the ocean from their living room windows. An hour later, we 

were sitting in our realtor’s office making an offer. Last week, we closed on the house, 

went inside as a family, and wept tears of deep joy. 
 

Along the way, many small decisions needed to be made about appraisals, building 

inspections, negotiations with realtors and sellers, and even a bank-required termite 

inspection (despite the fact that termites do not live along the cold coast of Maine). All 

of these decisions were entrusted to me. Now that my parents own the house, it needs 

some basic repairs, interior painting, new doors, and new flooring in the master bed-

room. Here again, they have trusted me to take care of these projects. 
 

At every turn, I have had the sense that something has changed in our family dynam-

ic, in our relationship as father, mother, and son. So, I talked with a friend who had 

taken care of her own aging mother. How do I make sense of these changes? What 

words do we use to describe this time of life when an adult child begins to help their 

parents in a new way? My friend said simply: “Responsible. You love them. You are 

now responsible for them.” It took me several days to process this hinge moment, this 

new chapter in our lives, when everything changes, when life seems to move in a new 

direction. Finally, I reached a conclusion. It is difficult, but it is also so very good. 
 

This week marks a hinge moment in the liturgical life of the Church. As days grow 

short, ordinary time has come to a close. This weekend, a new season begins. Advent 

is a time for prayer, preparation, and new beginnings. As one season of life ends and 

another begins, let us pause for a moment a give thanks for the hinge moments that 

change our lives, for the people we are given to love and cherish, and for the good 

gifts of family and friends — and especially for a little house with a view of the sea! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR 

Saturday, December 7th· 9:00am—1:00pm 
 

All parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join Our 
Lady’s Guild for our Annual Christmas Fair on Saturday, 
December 7th from 9:00am until 1:00pm in Our Lady’s 
Hall. Highlights include a fried dough breakfast, a lin-
guiça and hot dog lunch, coffee, and soft drinks! Sale ta-
bles will feature the General Store, Christmas decora-
tions, religious goods, jewelry, fudge, our famous home-
made sweet bread, and other delicious baked goods! We 
will also have a Mega Raffle with great prizes!  
 

Santa Claus will appear at 11:30am with treats for our 
children and grandchildren! Volunteers are needed for 
set-up and clean-up! For more information, please con-
tact Beth Fosberry at 978-790-0196 or jcbf33@yahoo.com. 
Help us make this year’s Christmas Fair our most suc-
cessful ever! Please join us! Spread the word! Bring your 
family! Bring a friend! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

MASS INTENTIONS BOOK 
Thursday, December 19th· 11:00am—1:00pm 

 

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s 
Mass Intentions Book (January 2020 through June 2020) 
will be opened on Thursday, December 19th from 
11:00am until 1:00pm in our parish office (located at 74 
Pleasant Street in Gloucester). On that day, all parishion-
ers are welcome to book one Sunday Mass and one week-
day Mass at Saint Ann Church, Saint Joachim Church, 
and Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. 
 

Please note that on Thursday, December 19th, all Mass 
intentions must be booked in person. No email, fax, text, 
or phone requests will be accepted. No exceptions. Any 
remaining daily and weekend Masses can be booked on 
or after Monday, December 23rd. For more information, 
please contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-
281-4820. Thank you in advance for your cooperation and 
ongoing support of Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish. Peace and blessings to all during 
this Holy Season of Advent! 
 

WELCOME BISHOP MARK! 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7TH AT 4:00PM MASS 

 

After Mass, all are invited for a conversation  
with Bishop Mark O’Connell 

about the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport 
in order to help determine whether Father Jim  

will be reappointed for another term as our pastor. 
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

A CALL TO BAPTISM 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME NEW DISCIPLES! 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
OUR SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2019 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of three Sacraments 
of Initiation in the Roman Catholic Church. The two other 
Sacraments of Initiation are Eucharist and Confirmation. 
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 
“Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the 
gateway to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives 
access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism, we are 
freed from sin and reborn as children of God; we become 
members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church, and 
made sharers in her mission (CCC 1213).”  
 

During the month of December, the Catholic Community 
of Gloucester & Rockport will celebrate the Sacrament of 
Baptism according to the following schedule: 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, December 8th at 10:00am 

Saint Ann Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, December 15th at 1:00pm 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, December 22nd at 10:00am Mass 

Saint Joachim Church 
 

The following children were recently baptized with holy 
water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit here 
in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport: 
 

Harrison Cosgrove 
Elliana Frontiero 

Rylie Malgeri 
Chase Morrissey 
Robert Morrissey 
Laylani Serrano 

 

If you would like to schedule your child’s baptism in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please 
contact Sheila McCarthy at smccarthy@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820. For more information about the Sacraments 
of the Roman Catholic Church, please visit our website at 
ccgronline.com/sacraments. May God bless our newly 
baptized young disciples and their families! Peace, bless-
ings, and congratulations to all! 
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A CALL TO PRAYER 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOLY SEASON OF ADVENT 

IN SHADOW AS WELL AS LIGHT 
A PRAYER FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT 

 

Loving and gracious God, 
when the days grow darker, 
casting long, cold shadows, 

allowing fear and despair into our lives, 
let my light shine brighter. 

 

When the task grows more wearisome, 
filling valleys and flattening mountains, 

building highways in the desert, 
be the strength in my bones. 

 

When I wait on you, 
and they shake their heads and say: 

“Have you not heard the news?” 
Keep in my heart the good news 

that makes even a child in the womb 
leap with joy: 

that soon you will be born into the world. 
 

May I praise you in shadow as well as light. 
May I praise you in winter as well as spring. 
May I praise you in silence as well as song. 

May I praise you in solitude as well as companionship. 
May I praise you in illness as well as health. 

 

And when the last glowing beam 
disappears over the horizon, 

and darkness shrouds the land, 
give me the grace to say to all, 

despair not, morning is coming! 
Come, Lord Jesus, come! Amen! Amen! 

 

Source: Catholic Relief Services 

 

PASTOR’S NOTE 
WINTER WEATHER CANCELLATIONS 

 

For the latest information about weather related cancella-
tions during the coming winter months, please visit our 
website: ccgronline.com. Announcements will also be 
made via WBZ1030 and cbsboston.com. All are reminded 
that if public schools are closed due to inclement weather 
on a particular day, then our weekday Mass and all parish 
programs (including all adult and youth faith formation 
programs) are canceled on that day, too. Peace and bless-
ings to all for a safe winter! Stay warm! — Father Jim 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREES 

Help Us Share the Gift of Christmas! 
 

This year, the Saint Vincent de Paul Society will once 
again sponsor the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport’s Christmas Giving Trees and share the Gifts of 
Christmas with local families in need. During the week-
end of November 30th & December 1st, the Giving Trees 
will be at the entrances of our three churches. Each tree 
will be decorated with stars that include a special Christ-
mas wish. If you can fulfill the wish, please take a star! 
 

Every donated gift should be new, unused, unwrapped, 
and placed under the tree or delivered to our parish of-
fice by Tuesday, December 10th. The Giving Trees will 
remain in our churches through Sunday, December 8th. 
For more information, please contact Barbara Frontiero at 
barbara.frontiero@gortons.com or leave a message at 978-
281-4820. Thank you in advance for your generous sup-
port! May God bless us, everyone! 

 
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

Help Us Help Others! 
 

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization dedicated to responding to any request from 
any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, we 
work from Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish to serve the poor and needy. Our Clothes 
Closet is open on Saturdays from 10:00am until 1:00pm. 
And our Food Pantry is stocked with non-perishable 
foods. Donation baskets are located at the entrances of 
our churches. The Food Pantry needs these items: 
 

Assorted Canned Soups 
Beef Stew· Chef Boyardee 

Canned Tuna· Chicken & Tuna Helper 
Chips, Cookies, Crackers, and Snacks 

Instant Mashed Potatoes 
Pancake Mix & Syrup 

Pasta & Sauce· Ramen Noodles· Rice-a-Roni 
Peanut Butter & Jelly 

 

Donation envelopes are located at the entrances of our 
churches. Donations can be placed in the offertory basket 
or mailed to us. Checks should be made payable to the 
Saint Vincent de Paul Society. Meetings are held on the 
second Wednesday of each month at 4:00pm in Our La-
dy’s Hall. The Saint Vincent de Paul Society warmly wel-
comes new members and volunteers! For more infor-
mation, please contact Harry Miller at 978-281-2701 or 
Barbara Frontiero at barbara.frontiero@gortons.com. If 
you or your family needs our assistance, please contact 
us at 978-281-8672. Thank you for your generous support! 
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OUR WEEKLY GIFTS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of November 23rd & November 24th 

 

Weekly Offerings          $5,802.00 
 

Electronic Offerings             $878.00 
 

Total Offerings           $6,680.00 
 

Second Collection (Religious Sisters)        $2,416.00                          
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of November 23rd & November 24th 

 

Weekly Offerings          $2,416.00 
 

Electronic Offerings               $80.00 
 

Total Offerings                                     $2,496,00 
 

Second Collection (Religious Sisters)           $529.00                          
                                    

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. The requested donation 
for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations were 
offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Salvatore P. (Torry) Favazza 
Sanctuary Gifts· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Joseph “Joe” P. Parisi 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Maria Bramini 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Dana M. Surrette 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel 

 

In Memory of Francis “Chuck” Mitchell, Jr. 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary candles, 
flowers, or gifts in memory of a deceased family member, 
friend, or loved one, please contact our parish office at 
office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you! 
 

WESHARE 
Safe & Easy Electronic Giving! 

Learn more: ccgronline.com/news! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

NOVEMBER 30—DECEMBER 8, 2019 

Saturday, November 30 Vigil· First Sunday of Advent 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Rosalia & Enzo Giambanco 

6:00pm· OLGV Anthony Piraino 

Sunday, December 1 First Sunday of Advent 

7:00am· OLGV Norman Dulong, Jr. 

8:15am· Saint Ann Adam McCalla 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Domenico Viviano 

11:45am· OLGV Maria Madalena Silva 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Healing of God’s Family 

 First Week of Advent 

Monday, December 2 
8:00am· OLGV  

Communion Service 

Tuesday, December 3 
8:00am· Saint Joachim  

James King 

Wednesday, December 4 
8:00am· OLGV  

Anthony Souza 

Thursday, December 5 
8:00am· Saint Joachim Ron McArdle 

Friday, December 6 
8:00am· OLGV All Souls in Purgatory 

Saturday, December 7 
8:00am·  OLGV Philip E. Perry 

Saturday, December 7 Vigil· Second Sunday of Advent 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Vincenzo Terranova 

6:00pm· OLGV Eugene & Mary Curcio 

Sunday, December 8 Second Sunday of Advent 

7:00am· OLGV The Bruni Family 

8:15am· Saint Ann Deacon Raymond Wellbank 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Angela Antonia Vitale 

11:45am· OLGV Herman J. Surrette 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Special Intention 


