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WORLD DAY OF PEACE 
JANUARY 1, 2020 

_____________________ 

 

A Prayer for Peace 
 

BY POPE FRANCIS 
 

Lord God of peace, hear our prayer! 

We have tried many times over many years 

to resolve our conflicts by our own powers  

and by the force of arms. 

How many moments of hostility and darkness have we experienced! 

How much blood has been shed! 

How many lives have been shattered! 

How many hopes have been buried! 
 

Lord, come now to our assistance! 

Grant us peace, teach us peace, 

guide our steps in the way of peace. 

Open our eyes and our hearts, 

and give us the courage to say:  

“Never again war! With war, all is lost!” 

Instill in our hearts the courage  

to take concrete steps to achieve peace. 
 

God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of Love, 

you created us and you call us to live as brothers and sisters. 

Give us the daily strength to be instruments of peace; 

enable us to see everyone who crosses our path as our brother and sister. 

Make us sensitive to the plea of those who beg us 

to turn our weapons of war into implements of peace, 

our trepidation into confident trust, 

and our quarrelling into forgiveness. 
 

Keep alive within us the flame of hope, 

so that with patience and perseverance, 

we may opt for dialogue and reconciliation. 

In this way, may peace triumph at last, 

and may the words of division, hatred, and war 

be banished from the heart of every person. 

Lord, defuse the violence of our tongues and our hands. 

Renew our hearts and minds, 

so that the words which always bring us together 

will be “brother” and “sister” 

and our way of life will always be that of 

Shalom! Peace! Salaam! Amen! 
 

Prayed at the Vatican on June 8, 2014 

Learn more about Pope Francis at news.va/en! 
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE 
_____________________ 

 

Honoring Our Parents 
 

BY KATHY COFFEY 
 

Honor your father and mother (Exodus 20:12). What nugget of wisdom does the Fourth Command-

ment teach us? Today, some parents and children are estranged. Others wish their parents were alive 

to honor them. But the following story shows how delightfully some children still honor their par-

ents. Jan celebrated her sixtieth birthday with friends, far from her children who lived in five differ-

ent states. She told her kids: “No gifts. All I need are memories of you.” Then the postal service deliv-

ered a special box. Within it were sixty slips of paper on which Jan’s children had written sixty spe-

cial memories. She read and cherished each one, mixing laughter and tears. 
 

Why honor our parents? In the world of the Bible and in good homes now, parents provide images 

of trust, hope, and serenity that enable the young to face formidable obstacles. To their children, they 

convey the message, spoken or unspoken: “You are loved. You are wonderful.” All humans are con-

stantly making the passage from the known to the unknown. Parents who have endured disappoint-

ment, even tragedy, can help their offspring travel that passage with dignity. They say: “We have 

made mistakes. We have lost our jobs, our health, or our dearest loves. But it didn’t kill us. Some-

thing in people endures, continues to trust, and moves forward in confidence.” 
 

Furthermore, parents are memory keepers. When their children hit snags, they remind them of what 

glorious people they are. And if humor, perspective, or packages from home can lighten the load, 

they give those, too. The wisest parents honor their children in turn. They count on their children’s 

good sense to pilot them through difficulties, so they restrain their so-called “free advice.” They clari-

fy the boundaries of their role: providing safe harbors, but holding the ropes loosely. They encourage 

children to explore God’s beautiful world, not burdening them with unnecessary anxiety. They rec-

ognize the arenas where the young have more expertise, inviting them to shine there. 
 

Many parents struggle with handing on their faith to a generation that seems unenthusiastic at best. 

There, too, honor comes in. Realizing the gift of faith, no matter how important, cannot be coerced or 

controlled, parents can follow the advice of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton. Agonizing over her son’s she-

nanigans, she once said: “What’s a mother to do but pray and dote, pray and dote?” If the roles of 

parent and child seem too idealized, we need only look to Jesus and his mother for role models. The 

wedding at Cana provides the perfect example of their honoring each other. Mary wisely tells Jesus 

of the need: “They have no wine.” Then she backs off. She trusts his instincts to resolve the crisis. 
 

Despite his reservations, Jesus in turn honors his mother. Whether he was responding to her or to the 

couple’s dire need, we may never know. Despite the exhaustion and pain of his passion, Jesus contin-

ues to honor Mary, making sure even from the cross that his beloved disciple would continue to care 

for her. In Jesus’ day, women with no son or husband for protection often became desperate beggars. 

Knowing that sad reality, Jesus makes sure that John will take her into his home. Saint Ignatius imag-

ined that the first appearance of Jesus after the resurrection, although not recorded in scripture, must 

surely have been to Mary. As parents and children who follow Jesus, we are called to do likewise. 
 

Kathy Coffey is an award-winning author, educator, and retreat leader. 

She is also a regular contributor to “Bringing Home the Word.”  

A new edition is posted every weekend! Check it out at ccgronline.com/news! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

NEW YEAR’S DAY MASS SCHEDULE 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 

December 31st & January 1st 
 

All are invited to join the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport for Holy Mass as we celebrate the 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 31st and Wednesday, January 1st. Our Masses will be 
celebrated according to the following schedule: 
 

Vigil· Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
New Year’s Eve· Tuesday, December 31st 

Saint Ann Church at 4:00pm 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
New Year’s Day· Wednesday, January 1st 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church at 8:00am 
Saint Joachim Church at 10:00am 

 

All are reminded that the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God is a Holy Day of Obligation for Roman Catholics. It 
also commemorates the World Day of Peace throughout 
the world. For more information, please contact Father 
Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Please join 
us! All are invited! All are welcome! Happy New Year! 
 

A SPECIAL MESSAGE OF THANKS 
TO SOME VERY SPECIAL PEOPLE 

 

As the Christmas Season continues, let us join together in 
a prayer of heartfelt thanksgiving for the parishioners 
and pastoral team members who dedicated their time, 
talent, and treasure to help us celebrate these holy days 
in a true spirit of faith, hope, and love for the Lord. On 
behalf of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rock-
port, we thank Suzanne McLaughlin, Matt Maglio, Jane 
Russo, Lucy Sheehan, Lori Thorstensen, an anonymous 
elf, and two little dogs for the good work in decorating 
our churches so beautifully for the holidays. 
 

We also thank Barbra Frontiero and the Saint Vincent de 
Paul Society for their hard work with this year’s Christ-
mas Giving Trees. In addition, we thank all adults and 
children who served as acolytes, greeters, lectors, ushers, 
and Eucharistic Ministers at Mass, especially on Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day. 
 

In a special way, we sincerely thank Tom Misuraca, Lucy 
Palazolla, Patty Natti, Alexandra Kirby, Kathleen Adams, 
and our adult, youth, and Brazilian music ministers for 
giving us the gift of beautiful music and song throughout 
the Advent and Christmas Seasons. Last but not least, a 
personal word of thanks to Cliff Garvey who, at short 
notice, prepared and preached our very beautiful Advent 
Mission and Retreat. Thank you! Peace and blessings to 
all for a Happy New Year! 

 

LIVING GOSPEL, LIVING JESUS 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME NEW DISCIPLES! 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
OUR SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 2020 

 

The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of three Sacraments 
of Initiation in the Roman Catholic Church. The two other 
Sacraments of Initiation are Eucharist and Confirmation. 
According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: “Holy 
Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gate-
way to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives access 
to the other sacraments. Through Baptism, we are freed 
from sin and reborn as children of God; we become mem-
bers of Christ, are incorporated into the Church, and 
made sharers in her mission (CCC 1213).”  
 

During the month of January, the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport will celebrate the Sacrament of 
Baptism according to the following schedule: 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, January 12th at 1:00pm 

Saint Ann Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, January 19th at 1:00pm 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Sunday, January 26th at 10:00am Mass 

Saint Joachim Church 
 

The following children were recently baptized with holy 
water in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit here 
in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport: 
 

James Marchant III 
Jackson Margiotta 

Emerson O’Connor 
Rosalie Scannura 
Penelope Smith 

Evelyn Stevenson 
 

If you would like to schedule your child’s baptism in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please 
contact Sheila McCarthy at smccarthy@ccgronline.com or 
978-281-4820. For more information about the Sacraments 
of the Roman Catholic Church, please visit our website at 
ccgronline.com/sacraments. May God bless our newly 
baptized young disciples and their families! Happy New 
Year! Peace, blessings, and congratulations to all! 
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LIVING GOSPEL, LIVING JESUS 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 

CONFIRMATION PREPARATION PROGRAM 
YEAR 1 BEGINS SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9TH! 

 

For many teenagers, the Sacrament of Confirmation has 
become a kind of graduation from the Catholic Church, 
rather than the joyful beginning of life as an adult disciple 
within the Church. We hope to end this sad situation by 
transforming our sacramental preparation program into 
an engaging process for the whole family. 
 

First, we place primary importance on attending Mass. For 
more than a century, the Church asked every parish to 
offer sacramental preparation programs for children and 
teenagers. During recent decades, however, we neglected 
to remind parents of their baptismal promise to be the first 
teachers of their children in all matters related to faith and 
morals; and that the most important part of that responsi-
bility is attending Mass as a family. 
 

In our increasingly busy world, it has become common for 
parents to entrust their children to us for an hour of in-
struction, but then not join us for Mass at the weekend. 
We will continue to ask parents to dedicate one hour each 
week to their child’s religious education by joining us for 
one of our seven weekend Masses! 
 

In addition, all high school students (beginning in the 
ninth grade) are asked to actively participate in our two-
year preparation program for the Sacrament of Confirma-
tion. During the first year, students will attend seven in-
teractive workshops about the teachings and traditions of 
the Catholic Church. These sessions begin on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 9th. During the second year, students will attend 
seven additional workshops and a mini-retreat that are 
designed to help them grow in prayer, fellowship, and 
service; prepare them to receive the Seven Gifts of the Ho-
ly Spirit; and jumpstart their spiritual lives as faithful and 
faith-filled young disciples. 
 

If your child is now in high school and sincerely wants to 
prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation, please com-
plete a registration form and return it to us as soon as pos-
sible! Registration forms are available from our website: 
ccgronline.com/formation. For more information about 
our youth faith formation programs in the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Betsy 
Works at 978-281-4820 or bworks@ccgronline.com. Please 
join us! Spread the word! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT 
OF FIRST PENANCE & RECONCILIATION 

Saturday, January 11th at 9:00am 
 

As the new year begins, sixty of our youngest fellow pa-
rishioners from both Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish are preparing for the Sacrament of 
First Holy Communion in our youth faith formation pro-
gram. On Saturday, January 11th at 9:00am in Our Lady 
of Good Voyage Church, our community of young disci-
ples will continue their preparation by participating in 
the Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation (Confession) 
for the very first time. 
 

First Penance is an important milestone on a child’s jour-
ney of faith. It teaches them (and reminds all of us) about 
conscience, humility, forgiveness, and God’s boundless 
gifts of love and mercy for each and every person. As 
preparations for First Holy Communion continue, please 
pray for all of our students and their families, and for all 
of our catechists and volunteers. 
 

For more information about our youth faith formation 
programs in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport, please contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or 
bworks@ccgronline.com. For more information about the 
Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation, please see Father 
Jim or a member of our pastoral team or check out easy-
to-use guide at ccgronline.com/formation. Please join us! 
All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION 
CALL FOR YOUTH ALTAR SERVERS 

Help Father Jim Serve God’s Family! 
 

Father Jim is full of energy and excitement, but he some-
times needs our help! He is continuing to build a team of 
youth altar servers to help him at Mass. All young disci-
ples, age 8 through 17, are invited to participate on a 
weekly or monthly basis. Parents are welcome to serve, 
too! Training is available! Being an altar server is a great 
way to grow in discipleship and to learn about the teach-
ings and traditions of the Catholic Church! For more in-
formation, please see Father Jim before or after Mass; or 
contact him at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. 
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

UPCOMING CELEBRATIONS 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
Saturday, January 18th at 4:00pm Mass 
Saturday, February 1st at 6:00pm Mass 

 

Please pray for all our candidates and sponsors 
for the Sacrament of Confirmation! 

Come, Holy Spirit! Come! 



  

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT                    FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

OUR WEEKLY GIFTS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of December 21st & December 22nd 

  

Weekly Offerings                    N/A 
 

Electronic Offerings             $878.00 
 

Total Offerings                     N/A 
 

Second Collection                                                      N/A                          
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of December 21st & December 22nd 

 

Weekly Offerings                  N/A 
 

Electronic Offerings               $80.00 
 

Total Offerings                                            N/A 
 

Second Collection                                                       N/A                          
                                    

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. The requested donation 
for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations were 
offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Salvatore & Grace Parisi 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Loretta A. Leahy 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Pearl Parisi 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel 

 

In Memory of the Romeo Family 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary candles, 
flowers, or gifts in memory of a deceased family member, 
friend, or loved one, please contact our parish office at 
office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you! 
 

THE POWER OF ONE 
 

“Even if you can only pray for your parish, 
just imagine what we can accomplish together 

when we choose to love, give & do whatever we can!” 
Father Jim 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

DECEMBER 28—JANUARY 5, 2020 

Saturday, December 28 Vigil· Feast of the Holy Family 

4:00pm· Saint Ann The Giambanco Family 

6:00pm· OLGV Vito & Francesco Ciaramitaro 

Sunday, December 29 Feast of the Holy Family 

7:00am· OLGV Helen F. Taber 

8:15am· Saint Ann Joseph & Frank Ciaramitaro 

10:00am· Saint Joachim The Pratt Family 

11:45am· OLGV Joan Rocha 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Healing of God’s Family 

 Christmas Season 

Monday, December 30 
8:00am· OLGV  

Father Patrick Kelly 

Tuesday, December 31 
8:00am· Saint Joachim  

Maria Travassos 

Wednesday, January 1 Maria Maia 

Thursday, January 2 
8:00am· Saint Joachim John Carty 

Friday, January 3 
8:00am· OLGV Mary Foley 

Saturday, January 4 
8:00am·  OLGV Maria Vieira 

Saturday, January 4 Vigil· Epiphany of the Lord 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Joseph Nicastro 

6:00pm· OLGV William Johnson 

Sunday, January 5 Epiphany of the Lord 

7:00am· OLGV John Barbosa 

8:15am· Saint Ann Elaine King 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Raymond “Ray” Pszenny 

11:45am· OLGV Paul Rogers 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Healing of God’s Family 


