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LIVING GOSPEL LIVING JESUS 
_____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Woman at the Well 
A Reflection on the Gospel of John 

 

TWO NIGHT MINI-RETREAT 
THURSDAY, MARCH 12TH & FRIDAY, MARCH 13TH 

HOLY HOUR AT 6PM - REFLECTION & DISCUSSION AT 7:00PM 
 

Saint Jerome, who translated the Bible into Latin, once said: “Ignorance of scripture 

is ignorance of Christ.” In this spirit, Pope Francis has long encouraged all Catholic 

Christians to spend time reading from the sacred scriptures each day.  
 

In the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, we take seriously this admoni-

tion from Saint Jerome and any encouragement from the Holy Father. So, we will 

gather around God’s altar to venerate the Real Presence of Christ in the Holy Eucha-

rist and to learn more about the Living Gospel and the Living Jesus. This is not just a 

scripture study program. It is part of our ongoing commitment to learn the Gospel, 

love the Gospel, and live the Gospel in our homes, neighborhoods, and workplaces. 
 

During the coming months, Cliff Garvey and Fr. Jim will host a series of two-night 

mini-retreats based on the sacred scriptures that will include Evening Prayer and 

Eucharistic Adoration, along with a guided exegesis (or interpretation) of a bible 

passage, followed by questions, comments, and conversation about how the Word of 

God lives in our hearts and is lived out in our everyday lives. 
 

Our next Living Gospel, Living Jesus Mini-Retreat is scheduled for Thursday, March 

12th and Friday, March 13th in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. We will begin 

with a Holy Hour at 6:00pm, followed by our reflection and discussion beginning at 

7:00pm. This month, we will read, discuss, and pray on “The Woman at the Well” 

from the Gospel of John (John 4:5-42). We will conclude with Night Prayer at 8:00pm.  
 

This special event is free and open to all parishioners, friends, and all who seek to 

grow closer to Jesus Christ through the sacred scriptures. Copies of the Catholic Pray-

er Bible by Paulist Press will be provided without cost (although donations will be 

gratefully accepted). For more information, please see Father Jim before or after 

Mass; or contact Cliff at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Please join us! 

Spread the word! Bring a friend! All are invited! All are welcome! Always! 

 

COMING SOON! 

SPRING DAY OF PRAYER & REFLECTION 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

Saturday, May 2nd· 8:00am—12:00pm 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE 
_____________________ 

 

Being Missionary Disciples 
 

BY CLIFF GARVEY 
 

This weekend at Mass, the Gospel of Matthew offers us an opportunity to join Peter, James, and 

John as they climb Mount Tabor and see Jesus as he becomes radiant in glory right before their 

eyes (Matthew 17:1-9). At this pivotal moment of transfiguration, the disciples see the true na-

ture of Jesus: both human and divine; bathed in God’s grace and glory; embodiment of both tem-

poral and eternal life, and bridge between heaven and earth. His clothing becomes brightest 

white. His face gleams like sunshine. He is altered, changed, elevated, transformed, made beauti-

ful, and rendered luminous. This encounter with the transfigured Jesus confirms what the disci-

ples believe and strengthens what they know: Jesus is the Son of the Most High God. 
 

Although we encounter the Real Presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist, most of us will not be 

blessed by a miraculous encounter like the transfiguration. So much of what we know about the 

Living Jesus comes to us from books, scripture, homilies, and faith formation programs. And so 

much of our knowledge with the Living Gospel can seem indirect, sometimes even impersonal. 

Or is it? Is this really true? A few months ago, I was asked by a bishop about whether or not we 

had any “missionary disciples” in our parishes. Sadly, I stumbled over the answer. I even may 

have been somewhat defensive. But very recently, I was truly blessed to grow in appreciation 

and understanding about the true meaning of missionary discipleship. 
 

Pope Francis describes the missionary disciple as someone who takes initiative, takes the first 

step, goes out among the people, meets them at the crossroads, welcomes the stranger, and gives 

witness to the Good News of Christ. By this, Pope Francis does not necessarily mean a street 

preacher. He is talking about members of the Legion of Mary who bring light into the shadow-

lands of a memory care unit, nursing home, or the home of a lonely friend. He is talking about 

members of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society who bring food and warm clothing to needy fami-

lies in our very own neighborhoods without judgment or scorn.  
 

When Pope Francis speaks again and again about missionary disciples, he is talking about the 

members of the Holy Family Cevicos Mission who pack suitcases with basic necessities that we 

take for granted, travel thousands of miles to a poor village in the Dominican Republic, and 

share these things and their love with poor children. He is talking about members of the Assisi 

Project who journey across the world to walk in the footsteps of Saint Francis and come home 

inspired to rebuild the Church, stone by stone, soul by soul. When Pope Francis speaks about 

missionary disciples, he is talking about anyone who gives generously, anyone who prays faith-

fully, and anyone who serves all of God’s children with love, without counting the cost. 
 

The Holy Father refers to his close co-workers in the Lord’s vineyard as “collaborators.” One of 

his favorite collaborators is Bishop Gustavo Carrara, the so-called “Slum Bishop” of Buenos Ar-

ies. Bishop Carrara says: “Too often the Church thinks of people who evangelize as professionals 

with certificates...But the one really necessary qualification is encounter. To have had an encoun-

ter with God’s mercy and to lead others there; that’s what is means to be a missionary disciple.” 

In this way, each one of us is empowered to do some small good, some unique good that brings 

Christ into the lives of God’s family. Pope Francis reminds us that “Jesus did not proselytize. He 

accompanied. Closeness was the program.” As our Lenten journey continues, let us consider 

what we might do — alone or together, by prayer or direct action — to help others meet the Liv-

ing Jesus and grow closer to him. Let us be missionary disciples! 
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CALL TO GIVING 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP US BALANCE OUR BUDGETS! 

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTIONS 
EVERY DONATION MAKES A BIG DIFFERENCE! 

 

Last year, thanks to your generous support, both Holy 
Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish bal-
anced their fiscal year budgets. Two big reasons for these 
accomplishments are the success of our Grand Annual 
Collections. In each of our parishes, the Grand Annual 
Collection bridges the gap between our weekly gifts and 
our financial obligations (such as salaries and benefits, 
insurance premiums, utility bills, snow plowing, and es-
sential parish programs). The Grand Annual Collections 
also enable us to repair and improve our historic, but very 
expensive to maintain, church buildings. 
 

In order for each parish to balance its budget and ensure 
its long-term financial stability, we must meet our goals of 
$75,000 for Holy Family Parish and $45,000 for Our Lady 
of Good Voyage Parish. These fundraising campaigns are 
essential components of our annual parish budgets. So 
each year, we ask all parishioners to contribute what they 
can to our Grand Annual Collections. Every gift, large or 
small, helps us to achieve our goals and balance our budg-
ets. Offertory envelopes are located at the doors of all of 
our churches. Please place your offering in the collection 
basket during Mass or mail it directly to me. 
 

We have made some good progress toward reaching our 
goals, but we have much work ahead before the end of the 
fiscal year on June 30th. So, all parishioners are encour-
aged to prayerfully consider giving to the Grand Annual 
Collection at either Holy Family Parish or Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish. Every penny raised goes directly to 
the parish of your choice. 
 

Please join me in praying that each of us, according to our 
means, will give generously to one of these all-important 
fundraising efforts. For more information about the Grand 
Annual Collections in either Holy Family Parish or Our 
Lady of Good Voyage Parish, please contact Father Jim at 
978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Thank you in ad-
vance for your prayers and generous support for the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport! 
 

WESHARE 
Safe & Easy Electronic Giving 

Learn more: ccgronline.com/news! 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
OUR LADY’S PENNY SALE 

Monday, March 9th at 7:00pm 
 

All parishioners, friends, and guests of the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join Our 
Lady’s Guild for a “Penny Sale” on Monday, March 9th 
at 7:00pm in Our Lady’s Hall. As always, we’ll have great 
prizes, a 50-50 raffle, delicious homemade sweetbread, 
and other fresh foods and snacks. Donations are now be-
ing accepted at our parish office (located at 74 Pleasant 
Street in Gloucester). Julia Garcia and Mary Piscitello will 
co-chair this special event. For more information, please 
contact Beth Fosberry at jcbf33@yahoo.com or leave a 
message at 978-281-4820. Please join us! Spread the word! 
Bring a friend! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 
SAINT JOSEPH & SAINT PATRICK BAKE SALE 

Saturday, March 14th at 4:00pm Mass 
 

Established in 2005, the Holy Family Women’s Guild 
brings together women of all ages and background in 
prayer, fellowship, and service to the parish and our wid-
er community. Throughout the year, the Women’s Guild 
sponsors various fundraising events and social gather-
ings that help to rebuild and strengthen our parish. 
 

On Saturday, March 14th at the 4:00pm Mass in Saint 
Ann Church, the Women’s Guild will host its annual 
bake sale in honor of Saint Joseph and Saint Patrick. This 
is a great way to honor two of our favorite saints and 
support Holy Family parish at the same time. For more 
information, please contact Leeann Kennedy at 978-412-
5405. Please join us! Spread the word! All are welcome! 
 

THE ASSISI PROJECT 
Need Prayers? 

 

Members of the Assisi Project range in age from 17 to 94; 
and we live in Holy Family Parish, Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish, throughout the Archdiocese of Boston, all 
across the United States, and also in Canada, Brazil, Italy, 
Spain, and Angola. Part of our work together is our pray-
er together. So, we pray each and every day for all who 
ask for our prayers all around the world.  
 

If you would like the Assisi Project to pray for you, your 
family, your special intention, or the soul of a deceased 
friend or loved one, please see Father Jim or contact Cliff 
Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. For 
more information about the Assisi Project and its good 
work in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rock-
port, please be sure to visit our website: assisiproject.com!  
Please join us! New members are always welcome! 
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CALL TO PRAYER 
____________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO PRAYER 

PRAYER OF THE WILDERNESS 
A PRAYER FOR THE SECOND WEEK OF LENT 

 

Lord God of the Fast, 
I come before you as a sinner, 

but fully aware of your divine mercy. 
 

I need this Lenten fast. 
For only when I step away 

from the things of this world, 
I can fathom the gift of redemption. 

 

Turn my nose  
from the scents around me, 
so that I may again know  

the sweet fragrance of Christ. 
 

Numb my tongue  
from all that allures it, 

so that I may taste anew  
the bread of my salvation. 

 

Dull my touch to all sensations, 
so that I may feel only the pulse of my heart, 

longing to reconcile with my brother and sister, 
and with you, my maker. 

 

Stop my ears  
from all that tempts them, 

so that I may hear the song of your mercy, 
calling me back to the embrace  

of my father in heaven. 
 

Blind my eyes from all that distracts them, 
so that I may gaze fully on the Light of Christ. 
And once we have met there in the wilderness, 

return me to the world. 
 

Send me back among your people, 
so that I may fill their senses 
with all I have found in you: 

All that is good, loving, and merciful. 
 

Glory be to the Father, 
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever.  

Amen! Amen! 
 

Source: Catholic Relief Services 

 

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
____________________ 

 

THE LIGHT IS ON FOR YOU! 
Confession & Eucharistic Adoration 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm· Our Lady’s Church 
 

During the Holy Season of Lent, all Catholics are invited 
to experience Christ’s love and mercy through the Sacra-
ment of Penance & Reconciliation (Confession). On five 
consecutive Wednesday evenings during Lent (through 
April 1st), all are invited to join us for “The Light Is On 
For You!” from 6:00pm until 8:00pm in Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Church. These special evenings of prayer 
will include Evening Prayer and Night Prayer from the 
Liturgy of the Hours; Eucharistic Adoration and Benedic-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament; and two full hours of con-
fession for those who feel called to participate. For some, 
this may be a time for confession and sacramental recon-
ciliation. For some, it may be a time for silent prayer and 
adoration. And for others, it may be a time to begin or 
renew a spiritual journey. For more information, please 
contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-
4820. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS 
A Traditional Lenten Devotion 

Fridays at 3:00pm· Saint Ann Church 
 

For more than five hundred years, the Stations of the 
Cross are one of the most enduring and moving tradi-
tional devotions of the Roman Catholic Church. By unit-
ing our prayers with those of the suffering Christ through 
both word and imagery, we make a spiritual pilgrimage 
with our Lord as he experiences the Passion of the Cross. 
During Lent, all are invited to join the Catholic Commu-
nity of Gloucester & Rockport in praying the Way of the 
Cross on Friday afternoons during Lent (through April 
3rd) at 3:00pm in Saint Ann Church. For more infor-
mation about the Holy Season of Lent in the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact 
Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. 
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome! 
 

ONLINE RESOURCES FOR PRAYER 
Join us: ccgronline.com/prayer! 

 

Each day, all are invited to join us for a few moments of 
prayer and reflection at ccgronline.com/prayer! Our 
website features links to the Saint of the Day, Sharing the 
Word, and Sunday Soundbites which are 90 second med-
itations on the Church’s daily scripture readings and the 
lives of the saints. Our website also features an easy-to-
use link for praying Morning and Evening Prayer from 
the Liturgy of the Hours. Last but not least, don’t miss 
the latest edition of Bringing Home the Word every Sat-
urday. Join us: ccgronline.com/news! 
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OUR WEEKLY GIFTS 
_____________________ 

 

HOLY FAMILY PARISH 
Weekend of February 29th & March 1st 

 

Weekly Offerings          $6,164.00 
 

Electronic Offerings             $878.00 
 

Total Offerings           $7,042.00 
 

Second Collection (Maintenance)        $2,656.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection (Goal: $75,000)     $31,506.00 
 

Thank you for your generous support  
of Holy Family Parish! 

 

OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH 
Weekend of February 29th & March 1st 

 

Weekly Offerings          $2,688.00 
 

Electronic Offerings               $80.00 
 

Total Offerings                                     $2,768,00 
 

Second Collection (Maintenance)        $1,205.00 
 

Grand Annual Collection (Goal: $45,000)     $10,977.00 
                                    

Thank you for your generous support 
of Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

SANCTUARY GIFTS 
 

At each of the churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary flowers, sanctuary can-
dles, and altar gifts (hosts & wine) can be donated for a 
special intention or in memory of a departed loved one. 
The requested donation for flowers is $250. The request-
ed donation for altar gifts is $175. The requested donation 
for a sanctuary candle is $25. This week, donations were 
offered for the following intentions: 

 

In Memory of Antonio Ferrara 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church 

 

In Memory of Aaron Hart 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church 

 

In Memory of Sebastian “Buddy” Lovasco 
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel 

 

In Memory of Andrew James Ahern 
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 

 

For more information about donating sanctuary candles, 
flowers, or gifts in memory of a deceased family member, 
friend, or loved one, please contact our parish office at 
office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you! 
 

MORE NEWS & INFORMATION ONLINE! 
Join us: ccgronline.com! 

OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

MARCH 7—MARCH 15, 2020 

Saturday, March 7 Vigil· Second Sunday of Lent 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Maura & Rose O’Shaughnessy 

6:00pm· OLGV 
Our Lady’s Guild  

& Holy Name Society 

Sunday, March 8 Second Sunday of Lent 

7:00am· OLGV Michael Grella 

8:15am· Saint Ann David Simon 

10:00am· Saint Joachim William Morrison, Sr. 

11:45am· OLGV The Achadinha Family 

5:00pm· Saint Ann All Migrants & Refugees 

 Second Week of Lent 

Monday, March 9 
8:00am· OLGV  

Communion Service 

Tuesday, March 10 
8:00am· Saint Joachim 

Lois V. Arnold 

Wednesday, March 11 
8:00am· OLGV 

Francesca & Giuseppe Palazzolo 

Thursday, March 12 
8:00am· Saint Joachim The Maher Family 

Friday, March 13 
8:00am· OLGV Gaetano & Ninfa Trupiano 

Saturday, March 14 
8:00am·  OLGV Giuseppe Cambria 

Saturday, March 14 Vigil· Third Sunday of Lent 

4:00pm· Saint Ann Salvatore & Grazia Storniolo 

6:00pm· OLGV Mary Schmorrow Enos 

Sunday, March 15 Third Sunday of Lent 

7:00am· OLGV Tina Borge 

8:15am· Saint Ann James Contri & Family 

10:00am· Saint Joachim Bertha Maksimowicz 

11:45am· OLGV Captain Michael & Lena Lovasco 

5:00pm· Saint Ann Intentions of Pope Francis 


