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CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

A CALL TO PRAYER
_____________________

Meet Me in the Desert
A PRAYER FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF LENT
Lord of Lent, Lord of Easter,
as you went into the desert,
so do I follow you:
putting aside that which distracts me,
grabs at me, and falsely claims me.
To search inside,
to confront myself:
my best, my worst,
my good works and my sins.
Each time, I find you there:
to call to me again
with words of challenge
and words of mercy.
And as I fall to my knees in prayer,
in fasting, in penance, and in sacrifice,
somehow you have it in yourself
to reach out and gently lift me up:
to renew me, to claim me
as nothing of this world can claim me.
Meet me now in the desert, Lord.
Claim me anew. Amen.

A PRAYER FOR THE SEASON OF LENT
God of all people,
you walk with us on life’s journey.
You know our joys and struggles.
You know us better than we know ourselves.
This Lenten season,
may we learn to walk with others.
Through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving,
may we encounter you
in our neighbors in need
and live your call
to serve our human family.
We make this prayer
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
God for ever and ever. Amen.
Source: Catholic Relief Services
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PASTOR’S NOTE
_____________________

Lent with Our Lady
BY FATHER JIM
Since the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport’s twin goals have been to do whatever we can to protect the health and
safety of our parishioners and to provide free and high quality spiritual nourishment
via ccgronline.com, assisiproject.com, and our YouTube channel. We are deeply grateful for your kind words of encouragement and support for our efforts so far.
Our Lent Mission & Retreat is normally one of our most popular adult faith formation
programs. Over the years, we have gathered, prayed, and reflected on a variety of
spiritual topics under the direction of a guest spiritual director. Unfortunately, because
of the pandemic, it has become necessary to cancel plans for our annual in-person mission and retreat. In our disappointment, we turned to the Blessed Mother for advice:
Let us entrust to the Virgin Mary,
our trials and tribulations,
together with our joys and consolations.
Let us beg her to look upon us with love,
especially during times of trial,
and make us worthy of beholding, today and always,
the merciful face of her son, Jesus! Amen!
This prayer by Pope Francis inspires us to offer Lent with Our Lady, a six week series of
mixed-media online resources that are designed to build and strengthen the spiritual
communion among our parishioners through daily prayer, weekly reflections, and the
intercession of Our Lady. The cornerstone of these spiritual exercises is the Angelus
Prayer. The Holy Father writes: “The Angelus Prayer is a beautiful and popular expression of faith. It is a simple prayer, recited at three specific times a day. It thus
punctuates the rhythm of our daily activities: in the morning, at midday, and at sunset. It is an important prayer that I encourage each one of you to recite.”
In this spirit, all are invited to join me (via YouTube) in praying the Angelus at least
once each day (morning, afternoon, or evening) for the special intention of God’s mercy, healing, and protection from the coronavirus. In addition, every Friday from February 19th through March 26th, either Cliff Garvey (via assisiproject.com) or me (via
YouTube) will offer reflections on spiritual communion and the power and spirituality
of the Angelus Prayer, which is based on Our Lady’s Annunciation. All of these resources are forever free and always available!
This week, Cliff offers a podcast (audio recording) called Losing Linus: A Story of Spiritual Communion. This beautiful reflection recounts how the recent passing of his beloved dog, Linus, and the response from our community have a great deal to teach us
about what keeps us together even when we can’t gather together as a community. All
are encouraged to listen at assisiproject.com! Finally, the Angelus Prayer and our Daily Prayer for Lent can be downloaded and printed at ccgronline.com! During Lent and
beyond, let’s pray together for God’s mercy, healing, and protection! Trust in God!
Believe in science! Pray without ceasing! Peace and blessings to all!
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Clinging to the Chair of Peter
BY CLIFF GARVEY
On February 22nd, the Catholic Church celebrates the Feast of the Chair of Saint Peter.
This feast commemorates that moment when Jesus chooses Peter to serve as the first
pastor of the fledgling community of believers who, like him, confess with faith: “You
are the Christ, the Son of the Living God (Matthew 16:16).” This feast also reminds us
of the apostolic succession of bishops and popes that begins with Saint Peter and the
apostles and journeys with God’s people through history.
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus identifies Peter as “the rock” upon which the church
will be built and gives him the “keys to the kingdom of heaven (See Matthew 16:1819).” Jesus does not choose Peter because he is a man, because he is a gifted preacher,
or because he is perfect. The Gospels make clear that Peter, like all men and women, is
a sinner, capable of betraying even his closest friend. Instead, Jesus chooses Peter because he believes with his whole heart, his imperfect heart, that Jesus is the Messiah.
As Catholic Christians, we believe that Peter is the first occupant of the chair of servant
leadership that guides the Church through centuries of salvation history; through
plague and persecution, reformation and renewal, tragedy and triumph, sanctity and
scandal. We believe that even though cardinals vote, it is the Holy Spirit who ultimately chooses the priest who becomes the pope who sits in the Chair of Saint Peter.
This article of faith is sometimes difficult to accept. Friends can tell you that when Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger became Pope Benedict XVI in 2005, I was unhappy. I believed
that the Church needed a change and that he seemed like just more of the same. But
when the new pope appeared at the loggia and greeted the crowd gathered in Saint
Peter’s Square, he said: “The cardinals elected me, a simple and humble laborer in the
vineyard of the Lord. The fact that the Lord knows how to work and act even with insufficient instruments comforts me. Above all, I entrust myself to your prayers.” With
these words, my heart and mind were opened just enough to give him a chance.
What I saw that night was not “God’s Rottweiler” (as Cardinal Ratzinger was sometimes called) but a humble pastor. What I soon learned, over and over again, was that
Pope Benedict XVI had much to teach us about faith, hope, and especially love. Over
the years, I studied everything he wrote as pope; and I shared a lot of his work with the
spiritual reading group in my last parish. Before we read and discussed any of his writings, I urged my fellow parishioners to set aside their preconceptions, keep an open
mind, and listen with their hearts. This group’s discussions about Pope Benedict XVI
and his work were always challenging, fruitful, and life-giving.
In Pope Benedict’s first encyclical, God Is Love (2005), he writes: “Love is the light, and
in the end, the only light that can always illuminate a world grown dim and give us the
courage needed to keep living and working. Love is possible, and we are able to practice it, because we are created in the image of God. To experience love, and in this way
to cause the light of God to enter into the world, this is my invitation to the world.”
Continued on the next page.
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Love is the only light. Love illumines a darkened world. Love gives us courage. Love is
possible. We can do it. We can love because God created us for love and love alone.
And Jesus leads the way. Fifteen years later, this passage still embodies for me what
the Church should be about — in everything that we do and say: living and sharing
God’s boundless love for each one of us and for our sick and suffering world.
My admiration for Pope Benedict grew when Father Jim and I traveled to Assisi in
2007. We arrived one day before the Holy Father’s arrival to celebrate the 800th Anniversary of the Conversion of Saint Francis. By some miracle, we found places outside
the diocesan cathedral where the local bishop would welcome the pope. After a long
wait, the church bells began to ring, the pope appeared, and the crowd began to chant:
“Santotito! Santotito!” In English, this means: “Little Holy One!” The local people knew
instinctively what it took so many of us years to figure out. The brilliant intellect who
was now our pope was also a simple man and a humble pastor.
As Pope Benedict passed by us, I was able to reach out and touch his hand. I touched
the ring that symbolizes the papal office: the Chair of Saint Peter. In that moment,
which lasted only seconds, time stood still. I felt a sudden stillness, a profound peace,
and a deep consolation. I felt a strong connection with the community of believers that
stretches back to the first Christians and ahead through time to the family of disciples
yet to come. It was among the most precious moments of my life.
When Pope Benedict retired, I wept. But this time, I did not place expectations on the
conclave that would elect the new pope. I was determined not to be disappointed; determined to trust in the Holy Spirit; determined to open my heart and mind to whatever the next pope would teach us; determined to follow wherever he would lead us. Despite my best efforts, however, I let out a loud cheer when Cardinal Jorge Bergolio was
elected pope and chose the name of my favorite saint: Francis!
Pope Francis will be long remembered for his daily homilies; for Laudato Si (Praised Be
You, My Lord!), his environmental encyclical; and for Fratelli Tutti (Brothers All), his
most recent encyclical on human fraternity. But the pope “from the ends of the earth”
may be best remembered for his emphasis on everyday holiness, concern for the poor,
the sick, and the left behind; and enduring work for peace, mercy, and reconciliation.
It is tragic that so many of our brothers and sisters have been convinced by online critics and cable commentators that Pope Francis is somehow a dangerous modernizer.
Many of these self-professed guardians of the faith claim to be more Catholic than the
pope. But they often seem more interested in tearing down than in building up. They
seem more interested in profits, ratings, and elections than in saving souls. Ignore
them. Block them. Turn them off. Tune them out.
Listen instead for the voice that is built upon a rock of timeless faith. Listen for the
voice of the one who carries the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Listen for the voice
that transcends time, opens hearts, changes minds, and transforms lives. Listen for the
voice that speaks of Jesus and his boundless love and compassion for the little ones in
this world. Listen for the voice that speaks of living the Gospel, sharing God’s love, and
rebuilding the Church. Listen for the simple voice, the humble voice, and whichever
voice that comes from the Chair of Peter. Cling to it, live it, love it, and share it.
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February 20th—February 28th

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

Saturday, February 20

Vigil· First Sunday of Lent

4:00pm Online

Souls of the Faithful Departed

Sunday, February 21

First Sunday of Lent

7:00am

Souls of the Faithful Departed

8:15am

Souls of the Faithful Departed

10:00am

Souls of the Faithful Departed

11:45am

Souls of the Faithful Departed

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR HOME PARISHES
At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special intention or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25
per week. For the week of Sunday, February 21st, donations were offered for the following special intentions:
In Memory of Mary St. Jean
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church
In Memory of Antonio & Allerio Brancaleone
Sanctuary Gifts· Saint Ann Church
In Memory of Frank Favaloro
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church

First Week of Lent

Tuesday, February 23

Wednesday, February 24

Thursday, February 25

In Memory of Gloria Sears
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

God’s Mercy, Healing & Protection

God’s Mercy, Healing & Protection

In Memory of Dionisio & Arcangela Goulart
Sanctuary Gifts· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

God’s Mercy, Healing & Protection

For a special intention
Sanctuary Candle· Chapel of the Archangels

Friday, February 26

God’s Mercy, Healing & Protection

Saturday, February 27

Vigil· Second Sunday of Lent

4:00pm Online

Souls of the Faithful Departed

Sunday, February 28

Second Sunday of Lent

7:00am

Souls of the Faithful Departed

8:15am

Souls of the Faithful Departed

10:00am

Souls of the Faithful Departed

11:45am

Souls of the Faithful Departed

Please note that Cardinal Seán has given permission for
the creation of a Eucharistic Chapel in Our Lady of Good
Voyage Rectory. The Chapel of the Archangels, dedicated
to Saint Michael, Saint Gabriel, and Saint Raphael, is located on the ground floor of the rectory. You can see the
sanctuary candle from the street. In addition to their better-known patronages, Michael is also venerated as a patron of the sick and suffering; Raphael is a patron of medical professionals; and Gabriel is a patron of priests. We
all need their prayers and protection like never before!
If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle or sanctuary gifts in memory of a loved one at Saint Ann Church,
Saint Joachim Church, Our Lady of Good Voyage
Church, or the Chapel of the Archangels, please contact
Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com.
Thank you for your ongoing and generous support for
Holy Family Parish, Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish,
and the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport!
May God bless you and your family!
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Greely Funeral Home

Baked Fresh Daily
and Waiting For You

& CREMATION SERVICE

“Serving Cape Ann families since 1884”
212 Washington Street,
Gloucester, MA 01930

Across the street from
the train station

Sun: 5am-3pm

978-283-3383
www.jimsbagels.com

SALES
Stand ADVERTISING
PART TIME. WORK FROM HOME.

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

Rosaries from Flowers
ZZZURVDULHVIURPÀRZHUVFRP

34 Railroad Ave

Mon-Fri: 5am-7pm
Sat: 5am-6pm

978-283-0698

“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

Hours:

Out

Sell Ads for this Bulletin and more.
Contact us or send your resume to hr@thebostonpilot.com

Color Advertising

617-779-3771

DISCOVER THE CATHOLIC DIFFERENCE

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Rely on the Knights of Columbus to protect your family’s future.

Greg Prentice, Field Agent, FIC
978-969-1672 • gregory.prentice@kofc.org

Memorial Ads

Available

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE • LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

617-779-3771

AD SPACE

healthier priests. stronger communities.

617-779-3771

The strength of our communities depends on the
well-being of our priests who tirelessly serve others.

AVAILABLE

donate at

clergytrust.org

DONOR FELL THROUGH!

In Memory of
Hilary Oliver
May she rest in peace.

ſ3/($6(+(/3SAVE A LIFEſ

SCAN HERE for
Venmo, Google/
Apple Pay, PayPal
via Givebutter.

WŝĐƚƵƌĞ&ƌĂŵŝŶŐ
'ŝŌƐ
Jewelry
141 Main St. Gloucester • 978-281-1624
ǁǁǁ͘ŚŽƵƐĞŽŌŚĞƌĂǀĞŶ͘ĐŽŵ

Danvers Ford

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM
KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED!

BLOOD TYPE “O”
POSITIVE

OR

The Guinee Family
“Where Customers Become Friends”

106 Sylvan Street, Danvers • 978-774-0727
SALES • SERVICE • BODY SHOP • RENTALS
PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA

21951

RS# 258

Prop.

Mark Sullivan

SULLY’S AUTO BODY

At BankGloucester, we’re committed to delivering excellent
enn
products and services to help improve the financial lives ooff our
o
clients, as well as giving back to the communities we serve.
BBankGloucester.com
kGl
G
t
I 978
978-283-8200
283 8200
200 I 160
1600 Main
M i St,
S Gl
Gloucester I 1155 M
Martin
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S EEssex

Complete Collision Work • Insurance Estimates
Member FDIC
Member SIF

16 Mansfield Street, Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-3829 • sullysautobody@gmail.com

EBENEZER
TAX & SERVICES

AUTO REPAIR & ALIGNMENT

978.281.4909

Professionals in Personal and Business Tax preparation.
• Non-profit Organization.
• Payroll and Accounting Services.
• Business Set Up: Corporations, LLC
• 501 (c) (3) Non Profit Applications.
• Any types of Audits WC, GL, IRS, DOR.
• Notary Public.

Rob Madruga
5 Pond Road
Gloucester
MA 01930

Proudly serving the Cape Ann area since 1846

186 Main Street Suite 44, Gloucester, MA
978 879 4264 • 978 879 4418

Preferred Auto Body

“God is Love”
1 John 4:8

Steve Lambert Jr. • Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

Whitmarsh Lock & Safe
800-696-1913

Locksmith Since 1913

• Elder Law
• Estate Planning
• Probate

Historic Preservation
Decorative Hardware
High Security Locks

Priscilla A. Malbeouf, Esq.

Preferredautobody@outlook.com
7 Pond Road • Gloucester, MA 01930

978.283.2008

www.beauportlaw.com
978-281-0812
978-865-3889 Fax

24 Hour
Emergency
Services

55 Main Street, Gloucester

NOW HIRING!

Free HHA & PC Classes

38 Blackburn Center, 2nd Flr, Gloucester, MA
978-282-5575 • www.connectedhomecare.com/apply

PETER FOSTER
978-283-1131

Bridget E. Murray, Esq
Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets.

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM
Dr. Leonard Letendre & Dr. Lee Powell
7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

Gloucester, MA 01930

A Locally Owned Small
Animal Practice Serving
the North Shore

978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Patronize Our Sponsors

GLOVER'S
FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service
for over 50 years

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

123 Main St. Gloucester

(978) 865-3360
HarborCoveDental.com

Leif K. Bakland D.D.S.
Mon - Fri : 8AM to 4PM
Sat : 8AM to 12PM
Sun : Closed

Gloucester, Ma 01930

781-354-8829
NICASTRO

Chainsaws, Blowers, Snow Blowers and more!
John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

978.283.7841 mountpleasantmemorials.com

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

^^^UVISLLSLJ[YPJPHUZPUJJVT

HARBOR COVE DENTAL

168 Rear Eastern Ave

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service.
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

 Free Estimates
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SMALL ENGINE REPAIR SPECIALIST

MOUNT PLEASANT
MEMORIALS

GLOUCESTER, MA 01930
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HENRY CANTARERO

They make this Bulletin Possible

107 EASTERN AVE.

978-283-3940

Phone 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060
info@nsvets.com

www.nsvets.com

150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester
Across from Calvary Cemetery

YOU NEED
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Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

When patronizing our Sponsors
let them know you saw them in the
Church Bulletin.

WE HAVE ANY TIRE

,SLJ[YPJHSYLWHPY
0UZ[HSSH[PVU
4HPU[LUHUJL
9LUV]H[PVUZ

Pilot Bulletins

7 Scotts Way • Essex, MA 01929
Phone: 978-768-9909
www.mayerpower.com
Holy Family, Gloucester, MA

21951

