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Second Sunday of Easter (Sunday of Divine Mercy) (B)
April 11, 2021

Leaning Upon God
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

The Embrace, a painting by Pedro Cano, 
is a powerful image of paternal love and 
union. It recalls the historic moment 
when St. John Paul II, at the Mass of 
his elevation to the papacy, embraced 
his lifelong mentor, Stefan Cardinal 
Wyszyński. The painting is a moment 
frozen in time that represents something 
much bigger than the event that inspired 
it.

The two figures are barely 
distinguishable. They seem to be fused, 
like two figures carved out of one piece 
of marble. It is the mutual love of giving 
and receiving that makes this exchange 

so moving. Indeed, it reminds us of 
the embrace of love we seek in this life 
from our loved ones as well as in eternal 
life. There is no distance between them, 
rancor, or questioning—only the total 
happiness of being united with a friend.

The pope’s strong, broad shoulders are 
penetrated by the grasping hands of the 
one embraced. There is a clenching need 
to find security in the other. We all search 
for love, forgiveness, and for strength we 
do not find in ourselves. We wish our 
faith were stronger but, the truth is, we 
need to be constantly turning to God for 
his mercy.

Yet, he is pleased to be our rock upon 
which we lean, the one we can touch in 
our doubt. Turn to him in need, for he is 
happy to save you from the trials of this 
life. He wants to be the risen one who 
restores our faith. He rejoices that we 
need him and return to him. +

A Word from Pope 
Francis
[The disciples] had abandoned 
the Lord at his passion and 
felt guilty. But meeting them, 
Jesus did not give a long 
sermon. To them, who were 
wounded within, he shows his 
own wounds. Thomas can now 
touch them and know of Jesus’ 
love and how much Jesus had 
suffered for him, even though 
he had abandoned him.

—Divine Mercy Sunday, April 19, 2020

Sunday Readings
Acts 4:32-35
With great power the apostles gave 
their testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great favor was 
accorded them all.

1 John 5:1-6
Whoever is begotten by God 
conquers the world. And the victory 
that conquers the world is our faith.

John 20:19-31
[Jesus said,] “Blessed are those who 
have not seen and have believed.”

• Do I find security in the love 
of another in a healthy way? 
Is it the fruit of giving and not 
possessing?

• Is my strongest foundation in 
the love and mercy of Jesus?

We wish our faith 
were stronger but, 

the truth is, we need 
to be constantly 

turning to God for his 
mercy.
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sending them whatever they needed. 
In 1967 my aunt got married. Though 

I was very young, I do remember an 
unknown couple at my grandparents’ 
home. I didn’t understand their language, 
but I liked their accordion playing. I 
deduced from the letters that this was the 
former Nazi officer and his wife. 

I was incredulous. I couldn’t 
comprehend how he dared ask 
forgiveness after all he’d done to my 
family. Even worse, how could he ask 
my grandparents for help? I also didn’t 
understand how my grandparents could 
forgive him, help him, and invite him 
into their home.

I’ve given much thought to this 
amazing story of sin and sorrow that led 
to forgiveness and reconciliation. It’s a 
true parable of God’s forgiveness and 
mercy and of the mercy and forgiveness 
God requires of us. No matter what 
we’ve done, we can and should ask our 
merciful God for forgiveness and help. 
And regardless of what has been done to 
us or what we’ve done to others, we can 
and must ask for forgiveness—and give it 
in return. +
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A Parable of Mercy
By Johan van Parys

When my grandmother 
died, I inherited her 
personal papers. Though 
I was hesitant to go 
through them, I was soon 
immersed as stories that 
had been relayed only 
through whispers or 
hints became abundantly 
clear.

The most amazing 
story concerned my 
grandparents’ plight 
during World War II. 
In the late 1930s, my 
grandmother inherited 
her family’s shoe 
business. Her biggest 
client was the Belgian 
army. When the Nazis 
took over Belgium, they 
ordered her to make 
shoes for them. She 
refused, so they closed 
her factory and sent her employees 
and my grandfather to work camps in 
Germany. Nazi officers took over the 
family home, and my grandmother and 
great-grandmother were made to serve 
them. 

The story was illuminated by two sets 
of letters. The first set, tied with a red 
ribbon, was written by my grandfather 
to my grandmother from the work 
camp. Most of the letters are filled with 
small anecdotes of camp life, nothing 

incriminating because the 
letters were scrutinized 
by the Nazis before being 
mailed. He also thanks 
my grandmother for the 
occasional package of 
soap or chocolates and 
for news from home. 
His letters are all very 
strong and full of words 
of encouragement. The 
most moving among all of 
them is the letter written 
in response to the birth 
of his youngest daughter 
a few months after he 
was sent to the camps. 
He writes about how he 
longs to return home and 
wishes he could hold her.

After the war, my 
grandfather came home, 
and the Nazi officers 
returned to Germany. 

The second set of letters, tied with a blue 
ribbon, was written by one of the officers 
who had occupied my grandparents’ 
home. In the first letter, the former Nazi 
officer apologizes and asks forgiveness. 
In ensuing letters he speaks about his 
two sons who were killed in the war, the 
destruction of their hometown, and the 
absolute poverty he and his wife live in. 
Then he starts asking my grandparents 
for clothes, shoes, and food. In other 
letters, he thanks my grandparents for 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
April 12-17

Monday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 4:23–31 / Jn 3:1–8

Tuesday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 4:32–37 / Jn 3:7b–15

Wednesday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 5:17–26 / Jn 3:16–21

Thursday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 5:27–33 / Jn 3:31–36

Friday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 5:34–42 / Jn 6:1–15

Saturday, Easter Weekday:  
Acts 6:1–7 / Jn 6:16–21

Risen Lord, you fulfilled your 
promise by rising from the 
dead. Help me to practice 

what I preach.
From Hopeful Meditations for Every Day of Easter 

Through Pentecost, Rev. Warren J. Savage and 
Mary Ann McSweeny

No matter what 
we’ve done, we 

can and should ask 
our merciful God 

for forgiveness and 
help.


