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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
January 30, 2022

Developing the Strength  
of a Prophet
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

The consoling words from the 
prophet Jeremiah give comfort to 

all of us. God told him that he, like each 
of us, was known even in his mother’s 
womb. It was the knowledge of being 
known and loved that gave Jeremiah the 
strength to stand before his people and 
prophesy some very strong and harsh 
words. He was set as a strong pillar, a 
wall of brass, a fortified city. He was 
rooted in love, because he needed to be 
so as not to be crushed by the anger and 

resentment stirred up by his prophetic 
words.

Jesus faces the same ire when visiting 
his hometown. At first the Nazarenes 
praise him, but soon, as if they had 
some entitlement, they presumptuously 
demand that he perform miracles to 
satisfy their vanity—not to change their 
hearts. When Jesus challenges them, their 
response is to want to throw him off a 
cliff!

As Christians, we all have a prophetic 
mission. We’re called to preach the truths 
of the gospel, and at times this isn’t 
popular. In the public square, the Church 
and Christians are often praised for their 
charitable work but asked to silence 
their religious voice when morality is 
discussed. We need the strength and 
conviction of prophets as well as the love 
that drives them. +

As Christians we’re called  
to preach the truths  

of the gospel, and at times  
this isn’t popular.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
The great biblical tradition 
enjoins on all peoples the duty 
to hear the voice of the poor. 
It bids us break the bonds of  
injustice and oppression which  
give rise to glaring, and indeed  
scandalous, social inequalities. 
Reforming the social 
structures which perpetuate 
poverty and the exclusion 
of the poor first requires a 
conversion of mind and heart.

—Journey to the Philippines,  
January 16, 2015

Sunday Readings
Jeremiah 1:4–5, 17–19
Before I formed you in the womb 
I knew you, before you were born 
I dedicated you, a prophet to the 
nations I appointed you.

1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13 or  
1 Corinthians 13:4–13
Love is patient, love is kind….It 
bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.

Luke 4:21–30
And [Jesus] said, “Amen, I say to 
you, no prophet is accepted in his 
own native place.”

• Do I have the courage to 
share the gospel truth?

• Do I show my faith in 
charitable thoughts, actions, 
and words?
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We Need a Real Open-Door Policy
By Kathleen M. Basi

S everal years ago, my hometown of 
Columbia, MO, was rocked by racial 

protests. We even made the national 
news. It was hard for me to judge who 
was “right” and who was “wrong.” 
The issues seemed too complex and 
nuanced.

So, I found it very disturbing when 
some people dismissed the protesters 
out of hand. I had never really thought 
through what “white privilege” meant. 
Nor had I, until then, ever examined my 
conscience for unintended bias in my 
worldview.

Guess what? I found it—a lot of it.
We tend to view the world through 

the lens of our own experiences. We 
assume that the realities that define our 
worldview are the same ones that define 
everyone else’s, even though a look at the 
news every night tells us that isn’t the 
reality. Most of us surround ourselves 
with people who look and think like us, 
and gradually we forget to empathize 
with those whose experiences are much 
different.

Christians have historically been 
separated not only by denomination 
but by skin color and, later, by style 
of worship. This isn’t as big a problem 
among Catholics because in smaller 
towns there’s often only one parish. We 
have no option but to worship together.

Still, the issues that get the most 
attention in Catholic liturgical circles 
focus on white European concerns: 
How much Latin is enough? How much 

is too much? Is the organ really more 
conducive to communal song than piano 
and guitar? Are hymns better than styles 
influenced by popular music?

The American Church is beautifully 
diverse: Latino, African American, 
African immigrant, Filipino, Vietnamese, 
Korean. Frequently, though, our worship 
doesn’t reflect that richness. How often 
do we include the languages, voices, 
and music of nonwhite cultures in our 
liturgies?

In the civic sphere, it’s common to 
hear people argue that those who come 
to America should assimilate, but that 
view has no place in the Church. We are 
called to be a neighbor. To do so means 
to honor and accept, to welcome and 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
January 31–February 5

Monday, St. John Bosco:  
2 Sm 15:13–14, 30; 16:5–13 / Mk 5:1–20

Tuesday, Weekday: 2 Sm 18:9–10, 14b,  
24–25a, 30—19:3 / Mk 5:21–43

Wednesday, The Presentation of the Lord:  
Mal 3:1–4 / Heb 2:14–18/ Lk 2:22–40 or 2:22–32

Thursday, Weekday:  
1 Kgs 2:1–4, 10–12 / Mk 6:7–13

Friday, Weekday:  
Sir 47:2–11 / Mk 6:14–29

Saturday, St. Agatha:  
1 Kgs 3:4–13 / Mk 6:30–34

Lord, your love never fails. Help 
me to embrace life with gratitude 
and love and joyfully welcome all 

people into my heart.

—From Peaceful Meditations for Every Day  
in Ordinary Time, Rev. Warren J. Savage  

and Mary Ann McSweeny

support. Isn’t it possible that if races and 
cultures were more open to each other 
inside the church doors, it might spill 
out onto the streets as well?

I often ponder this: Despite a largely 
Eurocentric worship, the power of what 
we celebrate attracts people from many 
races and cultures. If we open our hearts 
and our worship to the beauty that they 
have to offer us, how many more might 
enter into the faith? +

Worshiping together  
means more than just  
being with each other  

in the same church  
at the same time.


