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A CALL TO PRAYER
____________________

A Prayer of Peace & Fraternity

BY POPE FRANCIS

Lord God, Creator of the universe,
source of all freedom and peace,

love and fraternity,
you created us in your image,

breathed in us the breath of life,
and made us sharers 

in your own life of communion.

Even when we broke your covenant,
you did not abandon us to the power of death,

but continued, in your infinite mercy,
to call us back to you,

to live as your sons and daughters.

Pour out upon us your Holy Spirit
and grant us new hearts,

sensitive to the pleas, often silent,
of our brothers and sisters
who have lost the warmth

of their homes and homeland.

Grant that we may give them hope
by our welcome and our show of humanity.

Free us from fear and prejudice,
enable us to share in their sufferings,

and to combat injustice,
for the growth of a world

in which each person is respected
in his or her inviolable dignity,

the dignity that you, O Father, have granted us
and your Son has consecrated forever.

Glory to the Father,
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Saint Ann, pray for us! Saint Joachim, pray for us!
Saint Anthony, pray for us! Saint Peter, pray for us!
Saint Francis, pray for us! Saint Clare, pray for us!

Our Lady of Good Voyage, pray for us!
Sacred Heart of Jesus, have mercy on us!

This prayer was composed by Pope Francis
and shared with the world during his recent Apostolic Journey to Malta.
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE
____________________

Open Hearts & Open Doors

BY FATHER JIM

During his recent Apostolic Journey to Malta, Pope Francis visited the Saint John XXIII 
Peace Laboratory, which teaches people from different races, nations, and cultures how to 
make peace, build friendships, show solidarity, and offer hospitality. It is a place where 
people learn how to open their hearts and minds so that they can open the doors of their 
churches, homes, workplaces, and community organizations to all people — no matter 
who they are, no matter whom they love, no matter where they’re from, and no matter 
what they’ve done in this life. It is a place where an unusual and unquestioned kindness is 
practiced and shared with people from all around the world.

In this extraordinary place, the Holy Father issued an extraordinary call to all Christians 
and people of goodwill. He called us to become “witnesses and agents of welcome and 
fraternity” in order to avoid the “shipwreck of civilization.” Not for the first time, Pope 
Francis argued passionately that greed, bigotry, indifference, and an easy propensity for 
violence are tearing down at the pillars of the earth and breaking down the foundation 
stones of human society. He said that it is up to us — you and me working together — to 
build a culture rooted in faith, fraternity, kindness, and mutual support.

Every Easter, my message to our friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners is about the 
radical welcome that we offer here in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport. 
Our church doors are open to every saint and every sinner. Our doors are open to the rich 
and the poor, to the young and the old, and to everyone in between. Our doors are open to 
married couples and single people, to straight people and gay people, and to all who are 
discerning their way in the world. Our doors are open to every citizen and non-citizen, 
and to all who seek a community of prayer. Our doors are open to healthy people, to sick 
people, and to all who long for the Lord’s healing presence in their lives.

Ours is a radical welcome; but we must do more. We must reach out. We must learn from 
our brothers and sisters who have left the Church because they have been hurt, excluded, 
or made to feel unwelcome by those who preach the gospel, but fail to live it. We must 
hear from those who have been told that their child can’t be baptized or their mother can’t 
receive a Christian burial because their family doesn’t measure up to some hidebound in-
terpretation of the Church’s teachings and traditions. And we must do a better job of shar-
ing the good news that every person is beloved by God and that all are welcome here.

Last fall, Pope Francis opened the Synod on Synodality, a two year process of “mutual lis-
tening that involves the entire People of God.” It is a dynamic process of getting to know 
each other better, listening with open hearts and minds, and walking together on the jour-
ney of life. According to Pope Francis: “Closeness is the program!” In this spirit, our pasto-
ral team (myself included) wants to hear from people who do not feel close to the Church; 
who do not feel welcome in the Church; or who have been turned away because of who 
they are and how they live. If this is you, contact us! If it’s not you, spread the word among 
your friends, families, and neighbors. This Easter, we renew our mission to live the Gos-
pel, share God’s love, and rebuild the Church by reaching out, listening with love, and 
proclaiming with one voice: ALL ARE WELCOME! HAPPY EASTER! ALLELUIA!
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A WINDOW INTO HEAVEN
_____________________

Spring Icon Retreat with Jody Cole

MAY 2ND THROUGH MAY 6TH

An icon is a religious work of art that according to faith and tradition serves as a win-
dow into the spiritual world. In the Roman Catholic tradition, icons are sometimes re-
ferred to as the “Bible of the Poor” because throughout history, along with statuary and 
stained glass windows, they enabled those who could not read an opportunity to learn 
about the holy scriptures and the lives of the saints through sacred imagery.

In The Meaning of Icons, Thomas Merton writes: “It is the task of the iconographer to 
open our eyes to the actual presence of the Kingdom of God in the world, and to remind 
us that although we see nothing of its splendid liturgy, we are, if we believe in Christ the 
Redeemer, in fact living and worshipping as fellow citizens of the angels and saints, 
built upon the chief cornerstone with Christ.” In this way, icons are not objects of wor-
ship, but instruments of God’s grace in our world.

Jody Cole’s icons have appeared often on our website and on the cover of our weekly 
newsletter. Jody is a good friend, a person of deep faith, and a very talented icono-
grapher. She has been “writing” icons for more than twenty years and she loves to share 
her craft with others. For five consecutive days, from Monday, May 2nd through Friday, 
May 6th, Jody will be here to lead us in a Spring Icon Retreat in Saint Ann Church Hall.

Each morning from 9:00am until 1:00pm, Jody will share the basic techniques of icon 
writing through hands-on experience. Guided by the Holy Spirit and Jody’s gifted in-
struction, participants will write (paint) their own icon of either Christ Jesus or the 
Blessed Mother in just twenty hours over five days. No prior art experience is necessary. 
Beginners are welcome. A donation of $150 per person is requested upon registration for 
the morning sessions. Scholarships are available for those who cannot afford it. If you 
would like to participate in this exciting icon workshop, please contact Cliff Garvey at 
978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. Space is limited to just ten participants! 

Each evening (Monday through Thursday) at 6:00pm, all friends and fellow parishioners 
are invited to join Father Jim for Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours in Saint 
Ann Church Hall, followed by a brief reflection by Jody and a period of discussion and 
faith sharing. In addition, a gallery show of Jody’s icons will be on display for all to ap-
preciate and enjoy. The evening session is free and open to all! For more information 
about our Spring Icon Retreat, please see Father Jim, contact Cliff, or visit Jody’s website: 
jcoleicons.com. Spread the word! All are invited! All are welcome! Happy Easter!

ASSISI PROJECT ONLINE
NOW MORE THAN SIXTY FREE PODCASTS

assisiproject.com/podcast

mailto:cgarvey@ccgronline.com
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HAPPY EASTER TO ALL!
_____________________

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF APRIL 9TH & 10TH

Holy Family Parish
Offertory $5,926
Electronic $2,888
Total               $8,814

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish
Offertory $3,423
Electronic     $517
Total $3,940

Second Collection
Holy Family     N/A
OLGV     N/A

Thank you for your generous support 
for Holy Family Parish 

& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

We Share!

GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER!

Electronic giving has become an essential component of 
parish support in the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport; and it is available in both Holy Family Par-
ish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. It is safe and 
easy to make online donations to your home parish using 
a credit card, debit card, or electronic check. 

Donations can be made on a weekly, monthly, or one-
time-only basis; and it takes just a few minutes to set up 
a secure personal account. In additional to the weekly 
offering, you can also give electronically to our church 
restoration funds which helps us plan for the repair and 
maintenance of our beloved and historic churches.

During these uncertain times, Holy Family Parish and 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish need your support 
more than ever before! Please prayerfully consider enrol-
ling in our ‘We Share!’ electronic giving program! 

For more information about setting up a new account or 
assistance with your existing account, please contact Fa-
ther Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Thank 
you for your generous support for our parishes! May 
God bless you and your family! Happy Easter!

THE SEASON OF EASTER
_____________________

Divine Mercy Sunday

A CELEBRATION OF GOD’S LOVE & MERCY
SUNDAY, APRIL 24TH· BEGINS AT 2:00PM

In 2000, Saint John Paul II canonized Sister Faustina Kow-
alska and designated the Second Sunday of Easter as the 
Feast of Divine Mercy. This devotion reflects a message 
from Jesus that Saint Faustina shared with the world: 
“Humanity will never find peace until it turns with trust 
to Divine Mercy. This is the Easter gift that the Church 
receives from the Risen Christ and offers to all people.”

In this spirit, all are invited to join the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport for Divine Mercy Sunday on 
April 24th from 2:00pm until 4:00pm in Saint Ann Church. 
Here’s our prayer schedule for the afternoon:

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at 2:00pm
Holy Rosary at 2:30pm

Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00pm
Daytime Prayer & Benediction at 3:30pm

In between our periods of shared prayer, all are asked to 
pray silently in adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

Jesus, you died
but the source of life flowed out for souls

and the ocean of mercy opened up 
for the whole world.

O Fountain of life,
immeasurable Divine Mercy,

cover the whole world
and empty yourself out upon us.

O Blood and Water,
which flowed out from the heart of Jesus,

as a Fountain of Mercy for us, 
I trust in you!

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, 
Holy Immortal One,

have mercy on us and on the whole world!
Jesus, King of Mercy, I trust in you!

For more information about Divine Mercy Sunday, please 
contact Jane Russo at jlrusso333@hotmail.com or 978-430-
7196. We hope and pray that you and your family will be 
able to join us for all or part of this special afternoon of 
prayer! All are welcome! Happy Easter!

mailto:frjim@ccgronline.com
mailto:jlrusso333@hotmail.com
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS
_____________________

April 16th— April 24th

Saturday, April 16 Easter Vigil

7:00pm
Saint Ann Church Mass for the People

Sunday, April 17 Easter Sunday

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Mass for the People

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Mass for the People

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Mass for the People

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Mass for the People

Octave of Easter

April 20 at 5:30pm
Our Lady’s Church The Gerschick Family

April 21 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Joseph P. Taormina

April 22 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church All Souls in Purgatory

Saturday, April 23 Vigil· Divine Mercy

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Antonino Favazza

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Felicidade da Silva Ramos

Sunday, April 24 Divine Mercy Sunday

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Helen & Donald Sutherland

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Father John Sassani

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Jim Cadarette

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Andrew Martineau

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS
_____________________

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR HOME PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary 
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested 
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25 
per week. For the week of Sunday, April 17th, donations 
were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of William & Gertrude Kyrouz
Paschal Candle· Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Sam & Josephine Parisi
Paschal Candle· Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Charles & Mary Works
Paschal Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

In Memory of Charlene Acker
Sanctuary Flowers· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

In Memory of the Victims of War in Ukraine
Sanctuary Candle· Chapel of the Archangels

The Chapel of the Archangels, dedicated to Saint Mi-
chael, Saint Gabriel, and Saint Raphael, is located on the 
ground floor of the rectory. You can see the sanctuary 
candle from the street. In addition to their better-known 
patronages, Michael is also venerated as a patron of the 
sick and suffering; Raphael is a patron of medical profes-
sionals; and Gabriel is a patron of priests. We all need 
their prayers and protection like never before! 

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary 
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one at 
either Saint Ann Church, Saint Joachim Church, Saint 
Anthony Chapel, Our Lady of Good Voyage Church, 
and/or the Chapel of the Archangels, please contact Fa-
ther Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank 
you for your generous support! Happy Easter!

OUR LADY’S GUILD
SPRING YARD SALE

SEASONAL GOODS, PLANTS & RAFFLES
Our Lady of Good Voyage Hall

Saturday, April 23rd· 9:00am—11:00am
All are invited! All are welcome!

mailto:frjim@ccgronline.com
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Greely Funeral Home

212 Washington Street, 
Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-0698

&   CREMATION SERVICE

“Serving Cape Ann families since 1884”

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

Danvers Ford
“Where Customers Become Friends”

The Guinee Family

106 Sylvan Street, Danvers • 978-774-0727
SALES • SERVICE • BODY SHOP • RENTALS

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

151 Main St., Gloucester  • 978-491-5188

GLOUCESTER BRAZILIAN 
STEAKHOUSE BUFFET

RESTAURANT

NOW OPEN!

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Fr. Matt Williams, pastor at the St. J’s 
Collaborative in Quincy, has built a thriving 
parish community thanks to his JOY (Jesus-
Others-Yourself) Movement, which helps 
parishioners of all ages connect with their 
faith and as a family. Help support priests 
like Fr. Matt who are building stronger 
communities for all by supporting the 
Clergy Trust Easter collection.

donate at 
clergytrust.org OR

SUPPORT OUR PRIESTS THIS EASTER

SCAN HERE for 
Venmo, Google/
Apple Pay, PayPal 
via Givebutter.

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

The Catholic Cemetery Association 

Providing of Place of Peace in Our Faith

Call us at 781-322-6300 or visit us at www.ccemetery.org
to request a complementary advance planning guide

and learn more about our ministry and services.

www.ccemetery.org
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Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets.

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Bridget E. Murray, Esq

Leif K. Bakland D.D.S.
HarborCoveDental.com

HARBOR COVE DENTAL
123 Main St. Gloucester

(978) 865-3360

MOUNT PLEASANT 
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

N I C A S T R O

mountpleasantmemorials.com978.283.7841
150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester

Across from Calvary Cemetery

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service. 
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

Whitmarsh Lock & Safe

Locksmith Since 1913
800-696-1913 Historic Preservation

Decorative Hardware
High Security Locks

Free Estimates

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Services

Proudly serving the Cape Ann area since 1846

Steve Lambert Jr.  •  Ralph E. Martin, Jr.
Preferredautobody@outlook.com

7 Pond Road • Gloucester, MA 01930

978.283.2008

Preferred Auto Body
GLOVER'S

FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service

for over 50 years

978-283-3940

BankGloucester.com I 978-283-8200 I 160 Main St, Gloucester I 15 Martin St, Essex Member FDIC
Member SIFBB kkGlG tt I 978 283 8200200 II 1601111601601601600 MMMM ii SSS GlGl II 1115111555115 MMMMMMMMMMM iii SSSSSSSS EEEEEE

At BankGloucester, we’re committed to delivering excellent 
products and services to help improve the financial lives of our 
clients, as well as giving back to the communities we serve.
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38 Blackburn Center, 2nd Flr, Gloucester, MA
978-282-5575 • www.connectedhomecare.com/apply

NOW HIRING!
Free HHA & PC Classes

55 Main Street, Gloucester 

Priscilla A. Malbeouf, Esq. 
www.beauportlaw.com

978-281-0812 
978-865-3889 Fax

• Elder Law 

• Estate Planning

• Probate

AUTO REPAIR & ALIGNMENT

978.281.4909

Rob Madruga
5 Pond Road
Gloucester
MA 01930

186 Main Street Suite 44, Gloucester, MA
978 879 4264 • 978 879 4418

Professionals in Personal and Business Tax preparation.

• Non-profit Organization. 
• Payroll and Accounting Services. 

• Business Set Up: Corporations, LLC
• 501 (c) (3) Non Profit Applications.

• Any types of Audits WC, GL, IRS, DOR. 
• Notary Public.

EBENEZER
TAX & SERVICES

Complete Collision Work • Insurance Estimates
16 Mansfield Street, Gloucester, MA  01930

978-283-3829 • sullysautobody@gmail.com

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975

John Tuomivirta

Tel: 978-283-3829 • Fax: 978-283-2407Te 07

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

Phone 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060

A Locally Owned Small 

Animal Practice Serving 

the North Shore

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM

info@nsvets.com

www.nsvets.com

Dr. Leonard Letendre & Dr. Lee Powell

WE HAVE ANY TIRE
YOU NEED

PETER FOSTER
978-283-1131

107 EASTERN AVE.
GLOUCESTER, MA 01930

Memorial Ads

Available
617-779-3771

Reading • Writing • Math 
Summer Availability 

nextstepeducationtutoring@gmail.com

www.nextstepeducationtutoring.com 

K-8 VIRTUAL TUTORING 

Meghan Schelzi

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT

 At HOME or AWAY
* GPS * Fall Alert * 24/7 * 365 Monitoring

Ambulance * Police * Fire * Family/Friends

MDMedAlert™

No Contract • No Fees • Easy Setup • md-medalert.com CALL 800-890-8615

M

As Low As $1995
/month

GPS Mobile Above

mailto:bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com
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mailto:nextstepeducationtutoring@gmail.com
mailto:nextstepeducationtutoring@gmail.com
www.connectedhomecare.com/apply
www.beauportlaw.com
www.nsvets.com
www.nextstepeducationtutoring.com
www.nextstepeducationtutoring.com

