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LIVING THE GOSPEL 
_____________________ 

 

The Way 
 

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION FOR ADULTS 

BEGINS SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15TH 
 

I am the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6). 
 

“The Way” was the among the earliest names for followers of the Risen Christ. The 

Way also appears as a biblical reference for the earliest Christian communities in the 

Acts of the Apostles. In addition, tradition teaches that both before and after his con-

version, Saint Paul referred to the disciples of Christ as part of the Way. More than 

two thousand years later, Catholic Christians are still part of the Way of Jesus Christ. 

But as we all know, a life of discipleship is not a hobby or pastime. It is a vocation, a 

way of life that lays claim to our whole heart, mind, and strength. As disciples, our 

lives should be focused on and inspired by our faith in Christ, who is our merciful 

redeemer, friend, and brother. And as his disciples, we are called to reach out to those 

who need our help in growing closer to Christ and the Church. 
 

If you are an adult (age 18 and over) and have not received all of the Sacraments of 

Initiation in the Roman Catholic Church (Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation), then 

please consider joining “The Way”, a new adult faith formation program that will 

begin this fall. The Way (typically called the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is 

a seven month program that prepares adults to be received into the Catholic Church 

at the Easter Vigil. As part of this same program, we will prepare adults for the Sacra-

ment of Confirmation (to be received at either the Easter Vigil or at a regional archdi-

ocesan celebration). Other parishioners who have received the Sacraments and are 

interested in renewing their spiritual lives are also very welcome to join us! 
 

Our group will gather for fellowship, formation, and faith sharing. As a community 

of disciples, we will learn together about the basic beliefs, teachings, and traditions of 

the Church; and we will explore the methods of prayer and spirituality that have 

brought centuries of believers closer to Christ Jesus and to the Church. In addition, 

we will talk openly and honestly about the challenges of living an authentic life of 

faith, hope, and love in the modern world. Our first gathering will be Saturday, Octo-

ber 15th at 8:00am. If you would like to learn more about this journey of faith and be-

come part of a unique fellowship in preparation for the sacraments of God’s Church, 

then please contact Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Please 

join us! Spread the word! All are invited! All are welcome! 
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE 
____________________ 

 

A Prayer for Labor Day 
 

HONORING THE VIRTUE OF WORK 
 

As the sun rises to bring in a new day: 
 

We remember those who descend into the earth; 

their work begins in darkness, 

pulling from the earth, the resources that we steward. 

We remember those who work inside buildings, 

away from the light and brightness of the day. 

We remember those who work outdoors 

in the harsh elements of our world, 

especially the bitter cold and the sweltering heat. 

We remember those who are unemployed 

or struggling to make ends meet, 

for whom the day becomes long and arduous. 
 

As the sun sets to bring in the evening of rest: 
 

We remember those who work during the night. 

We remember those who are recovering 

from the stress and toil of a long workday. 

We remember those who are called to dangerous work. 

We pray for a renewed sense of dignity 

in the lives of all workers everywhere. 
 

God, in your goodness, 

you made a home for the worker. 

Make a place in our hearts 

for compassion toward those men and women 

who labor tirelessly for basic necessities. 

Ensure a place for those who struggle to find work. 

Grant us wisdom to care for those  

who are unable to work due to disability or illness. 

Be with children who cannot run or play,  

but must work to help their families afford to eat. 
 

Christ Jesus, be with us 

as we go about the busyness of our daily work. 

Hold us accountable for our own actions. 

Hold us accountable for our neighbor’s good. 

May we work together 

to bring about your kingdom! 

We beg this in your holy name, 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Adapted from a prayer offered by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
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SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
____________________ 

 

The Saints of Summer 

Mini-Retreat Series 
 

OUR LADY OF SORROWS - THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15TH 
 

Summer is a good time of year to step back from the business and busyness of daily life 

and focus on our relationships with Jesus, our church, and those we are called to love. 

Unfortunately, few among us are able to leave behind home, work, and family for a real 

retreat from the responsibilities of the world. For this reason, the Catholic Community of 

Gloucester & Rockport, in collaboration with the Assisi Project, is pleased to announce a 

special series of mini-retreats called the Saints of Summer. 
 

Throughout his priestly ministry, Pope Francis has called people of all ages and back-

grounds to learn about and pray with the saints. The Holy Father believes in his heart 

that the saints bring us closer to Christ and to each other. He says: “The saints are still 

here, not far from us; and their images [and relics] in our churches evoke the ‘cloud of 

witnesses’ that always surrounds us (cf. Hebrews 12:1)...The saints remind us that even 

in our lives, however weak and marked by sin, holiness can unfold (4-7-21).” In this spirit 

of unfolding holiness, all are invited to join us twice each month in July, August, and 

September for a series of mini-retreats. These moments of prayer, reflection, and adora-

tion will focus on the lives of six amazing saints: Saint Ann, Saint Mary Magdalene, Saint 

Clare of Assisi, Saint Rose of Viterbo, Our Lady of the Angels, and Our Lady of Sorrows. 
 

Each mini-retreat will begin with the celebration of Holy Mass and Exposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament at 8:00am. After our shared prayer, Father Jim and-or Cliff Garvey 

will offer a reflection on the life, inspiration, and veneration of a saint whose life of holi-

ness has inspired men and women all around the world. There will be time for questions 

and faith sharing, too. After our reflection and discussion, all are invited to pray in silent 

adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and in veneration of the holy relics of each saint of 

the day. We will conclude each morning of prayer at 9:30am with the Holy Rosary fol-

lowed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Here’s our upcoming schedule: 
 

SAINTS OF SUMMER - OUR LADY OF SORROWS 

Feast Day - Thursday, September 15th 

Begins with Mass at 8:00am 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
 

We hope and pray that you and your family will be able to join us for the final session of 

this unique series of mini-retreats in celebration of the Saints of Summer! Each of our re-

flections is also being recorded as an Assisi Project Podcast! Our podcasts are always free 

and always available! Listen now at assisiproject.com/podcast! 
 

Even if you were unable to join us for the Saints of Summer Mini-Retreat Series, we’re 

interested in hearing from you about your favorite saints! Who is your favorite saint? 

Which saint do want to learn more about? Which saint do you turn to during times of 

need? Please write down your answers and drop them in the collection basket; or contact 

Cliff Garvey at cgarvey@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thanks in advance for your 

time and feedback! May the Lord give you peace! 
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE 
_____________________ 

 

Our Weekly Gifts 
 

WEEKEND OF AUGUST 27TH & 28TH 
 

Holy Family Parish 

Offertory   $6,519 

Electronic                 $2,291 

Total                 $8,810 
 

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish 

Offertory   $3,786 

Electronic                    $343 

Total    $4,129 
 

Second Collection  

Holy Family                     n/a 

OLGV          n/a 
 

Thank you for your generous support  

for Holy Family Parish  

& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish! 

 

Our Lady of Grace Club 

Annual Mass & Benediction 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH AT 8:00AM 
 

The Mother of Grace Club invites all members, friends, 

and fellow parishioners within and beyond the Catholic 

Community of Gloucester & Rockport to join us for our 

Annual Mass in Honor of the Nativity of the Blessed 

Mother on Thursday, September 8th at 8:00am in Our 

Lady of Good Voyage Church.  
 

After Mass, we will pray the Holy Rosary during a peri-

od of Eucharistic Adoration; and we will conclude with 

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. For more infor-

mation about this special morning of prayer and devo-

tion, please contact Margherita at 978-281-0012. Please 

join us! Bring a friend! All are invited! All are welcome! 

 

HOLY FAMILY WOMEN’S GUILD 

FALL PLANT & BAKE SALE 
 

Saturday, September 10th 

9:00am-1:00pm 

Saint Ann Church 

Support Holy Family Parish! 

All are welcome! 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE 
_____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacrament of Baptism 
 

THE GATEWAY TO LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 
 

The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of the three Sacra-

ments of Initiation in the Roman Catholic Church. The 

two others are Eucharist and Confirmation. According to 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church: “Holy Baptism is 

the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in 

the Spirit, and the door which gives access to the other 

sacraments. Through Baptism, we are freed from sin and 

reborn as children of God; we become members of Christ, 

are incorporated into the Church and made sharers in her 

mission (CCC 1213).”  
 

During the month of August, Father Jim baptized the fol-

lowing children with holy water in the name of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit: 
 

Leila Rose Blanchard 

Ivy Rose Bruni 

Jackson Macallan Hall 

Jaxson Lucido 

Zoe Lee Opris 

George Andrew Roberts 
 

In the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, the 

Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated during any Sunday 

Mass at 10:00am in Saint Joachim Church; on the second 

Saturday of the month at 11:30am in Saint Ann Church; 

and on the third Saturday of the month at 11:30am in Our 

Lady of Good Voyage Church. 
 

If you would like to schedule your child’s baptism in ei-

ther Holy Family Parish or Our Lady of Good Voyage 

Parish, please contact Sheila McCarthy-Durkin at 978-281-

4820 or smccarthy@ccgronline.com. If you are an adult 

and have not been baptized, and would like to prepare for 

the Sacraments of Initiation, please contact Cliff Garvey at 

978-281-4820 or cgarvey@ccgronline.com. For more infor-

mation about the sacraments, please visit our website: 

ccgronline.com/sacraments. May God bless our newly 

baptized young disciples and their families! 
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS 
_____________________ 

 

September 3rd— September 11th 

 
Saturday, September 3 

 

 
Vigil· 23rd Sunday 

 

4:00pm 
Saint Ann Church 

Captain Antonino Romero 

6:00pm 
Our Lady’s Church 

Maria Leontina Terra 

Sunday, September 4 
 

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

7:00am 
Our Lady’s Church 

Julia E. Jeffery 

8:15am 
Saint Ann Church 

Carla Kenney 

10:00am 
Saint Joachim Church 

Kathryn Russo 

11:45am 
Our Lady’s Church 

Manuel Carrapichosa 

 
 

23rd Week in Ordinary Time 
 

September 7 at 5:30pm 
Our Lady’s Church 

The Ciluffo Family 

September 8 at 8:00am 
Our Lady’s Church 

Mother of Grace Club 

September 9 at 8:00am 
Our Lady’s Church 

All Souls in Purgatory 

 
Saturday, September 10 

 

 
Vigil· 24th Sunday 

 

4:00pm 
Saint Ann Church 

Salvatore Storniolo 

6:00pm 
Our Lady’s Church 

Felicidade da Silva Ramos 

Sunday, September 11 
 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

7:00am 
Our Lady’s Church 

Anibal Correia 

8:15am 
Saint Ann Church 

Gino & Nicola Ingrassia 

10:00am 
Saint Joachim Church 

Angelina Strescino 

11:45am 
Our Lady’s Church 

Alex & Tina Borge 

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS 
_____________________ 

 

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts 
 

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES 

& SUPPORTING OUR HOME PARISHES 
 

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of 

Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary 

gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-

tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested 

donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25 

per week. For the week of Sunday, September 4th, dona-

tions were offered for the following special intentions: 
 

In Memory of David B. Therriault 

Sanctuary Candle & Gifts· Saint Ann Church 
 

In Memory of June E. Sullivan 

Sanctuary Gifts· Saint Joachim Church 
 

In Memory of Janet Guerriero 

Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
 

In Memory of Jack & Carolyn Gove 

Sanctuary Candle· Chapel of the Archangels 
 

The Chapel of the Archangels, dedicated to Saint Mi-

chael, Saint Gabriel, and Saint Raphael, is located on the 

ground floor of the rectory. You can see the sanctuary 

candle from the street. In addition to their better-known 

patronages, Michael is also venerated as a patron of the 

sick and suffering; Raphael is a patron of medical profes-

sionals; and Gabriel is a patron of priests. We all need 

their prayers and protection like never before!  
 

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary 

gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in 

any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-

ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-

seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank 

you for your generous support! May God bless all of our 

departed brothers and sisters! Peace and blessings to all! 

 

CCGR RESOURCES 

SOMETHING NEW EVERY WEEK! 
 

The Pope Video 

Vatican Viewpoints Podcast 

Sunday Soundbites with Father Greg 

ccgronline.com/resources 


