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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
October 23, 2022

A Simple Sinner,  
or Simply a Sinner?
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Scholars tell us that no other Gospel 
talks more about prayer than St. 

Luke’s. Last Sunday’s Gospel insisted 
that we persevere in our prayer. This 
week we are admonished to pray with 
humility and sincerity of heart. The 
prayer of a humble soul does pierce the 
clouds and rises to the throne of God 
(see Sirach 35:21).

The Pharisee, Jesus’ example of 
pride, doesn’t kneel, bow his head, or 
sit listening for God’s word. Rather, 
he “takes up his position” and speaks 

a prayer “to himself,” listing all of his 
sacrifices and virtues, apparently as 
evidence of how much he deserves 
God’s blessings. We can almost read in 
his words the conviction of how lucky 
God is to have a Pharisee like him.

In contrast, the tax collector, 
considered by the Jews to be a sinner 
and collaborator with evil, slips into 
the back of the temple. He won’t even 
lift his eyes up to God, as he is ashamed 
and keenly aware of his unworthiness. 
He only recalls his sins, beats his chest 
in penance, and asks for mercy. And, 
we are told, he goes home “justified.” 
This is the power of humility before 
God. It is the necessary condition of 
our salvation and justification.

When we observe someone with 
Pharisaic presumption it produces 
in us an interior rejection. Yet, when 
we witness the vulnerability and 
self-effacement of one who admits 
weakness, we are moved to compassion 
and ready to forgive. If we who are 
imperfect respond like this, how much 
more will God respond with mercy to 
even the most hardened sinners who 
pray to him with a sincere heart? +

Humility is necessary  
to our salvation.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
How many times do those 
who are prominent…raise up 
walls to increase distances, 
making other people feel 
even more rejected? Or by 
considering them backward 
and of little worth, they 
despise their traditions, 
erase their history, occupy 
their lands, and usurp 
their goods....Alleged 
superiority, ...oppression and 
exploitation, exist today!

HOMILY, ROME, OCTOBER 27, 2019

Sunday Readings
Sirach 35:12–14, 16–18
Give to the Most High as he has 
given to you, generously, according 
to your means.

2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18
[Paul said,) “I have competed well; 
I have finished the race; I have kept 
the faith.”

Luke 18:9–14
[Jesus] then addressed this parable 
to those who were convinced 
of their own righteousness and 
despised everyone else.

• Am I more like the self-
righteous Pharisee or the 
humble tax collector?

• Do I think of myself as superior 
to anyone? Who? Why?
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Harvesting Our Blessings
By Valerie Schultz

Today, when peaches and 
watermelon are plentiful at any 

grocery store in January, asparagus 
is available in August, and grapes are 
a year-round food staple, it can be 
difficult to appreciate the importance 
of the seasonal harvest during the 
time of Jesus. Jesus lived closer to the 
earth than we do in third-millennial 
America. The harvest was the essential 
indicator of the quality of your 
nutritional life for the rest of the year; 
indeed, it foretold whether you would 
be able to feed your family at all. A 
good harvest was a time of festivals 
and thanksgiving for all God had 
brought to fruition. 

When our children were young, we 
planted a garden every spring. While 
we were never able to sustain ourselves 
with what we grew (there were times, 
in fact, when I think it would have 
been cheaper to buy the amount we 
harvested at the grocery store), the 
care and cultivation of our produce 
taught us patience. 

The long summer of watering 
and weeding taught us that delayed 
gratification is the sweetest fruit. Even 
the pests who sometimes stole our 
vegetables had a lesson to teach us: 
share! Learning how things grew—
berries on vines, apples on trees, 
carrots underground—helped our 
children appreciate the wonder of our 

God-given earth. They learned there is 
no such thing as a cupcake bush and 
that nothing tastes better than a ripe 
raspberry still warm from the sun.

Parables of the harvest abound in 
the Gospels. Beloved are the stories 
of the sower and the seed that fell 
on different soils (Luke 8:4–15); of 
the separation of the grain from the 
weeds (Matthew 13:24–30); of the tiny 
mustard seed (Matthew 13:31–32); of 
the withered fig tree (Mark 11:20–24); 
of the vine and the branches (John 
15:1–8). “By their fruits you will know 
them,” says Jesus (Matthew 7:20).

We gardeners relate to the biblical 
harvest. We know a garden can bring 
an embarrassment of riches. Friends 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
October 24–29

Monday, Weekday:  
Eph 4:32—5:8 / Lk 13:10–17

Tuesday, Weekday:  
Eph 5:21–33 / Lk 13:18–21

Wednesday, Weekday:  
Eph 6:1–9 / Lk 13:22–30

Thursday, Weekday:  
Eph 6:10–20 / Lk 13:31–35

Friday, Sts. Simon and Jude:  
Eph 2:19–22 / Lk 6:12–16

Saturday, Weekday:  
Phil 1:18b–26 / Lk 14:1, 7–11 

Forgiving God, when we are 
tempted to imagine ourselves 

superior to others, please  
gently correct us and help us  
see others as you see them.  

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The Redemptorists

shake their heads at our recurring 
baskets of tomatoes. Neighbors close 
their blinds when we approach with an 
armload of zucchini. The freezer groans 
under the weight of frozen herbs and 
fruits. We are so rich, so blessed!

The harvest is a Christian metaphor 
for the blessings we reap when we 
give our lives to Christ. The light of 
faith ripens us as we age. If we are 
gardeners of love, the harvest of a life 
of following Jesus yields a generous 
bounty of compassion, kindness, and 
care for our neighbor. “The harvest 
is abundant but the laborers are few” 
(Matthew 9:37), says Jesus, calling us 
to labor in his harvest. Our response 
to that call makes all the difference. +

If we are gardeners of love,  
the harvest of a life  

of following Jesus yields  
a generous bounty  

of compassion, kindness, 
and care for our neighbor.


