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Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
November 13, 2022

Keeping the End in Mind
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

As we approach the end of the 
liturgical year, the readings 

prepare us for the conclusion of our 
earthly pilgrimage. Jesus describes 
the end times in today’s Gospel. He 
warns us not to follow false prophets 
who will arise and claim to come in 
his name. He prophesies a time of 
war, natural disasters, famines, and 
plagues. Persecution will fall upon his 
followers, allowing them the chance to 
give testimony—martyrion in Greek. 

Jesus’ monitions for that time are 
simple: do not follow false prophets 

or prepare a defense, but persevere 
instead. In the section “I Believe in 
Life Everlasting,” the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church also speaks to us 
about the last times (1020–1029). We 
believe in heaven, hell, and a personal, 
universal judgment. These last things 
await us all, and Jesus doesn’t keep us 
in the dark about these realities.

We don’t know when the end times 
may come. But regardless, our call is 
to live prepared by fulfilling God’s 
will and trusting in him. Jesus clearly 
wants us to be aware of the coming of 
the end of the world and the eventual 
end of our lives on this earth, but he 
doesn’t want us to be overly anxious. 
If we are in Christ, we are already a 
new creation. The old has passed away. 
Behold the new has come. Be not 
afraid! +

We don’t know when  
the end times may come.  
But regardless, our call  

is to live prepared  
by fulfilling God’s will  
and trusting in him.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
Here is the meaning of 
being wise and prudent: it is 
a matter of not waiting until 
the last minute of our lives 
to cooperate with the grace 
of God....It would be good 
to consider for a moment: 
one day will be the last. If it 
were today, how prepared 
am I?

ANGELUS, ROME,  
NOVEMBER 12, 2017

Sunday Readings
Malachi 3:19–20a
For you who fear my name,  
the sun of justice will arise  
with healing in its wings.

2 Thessalonians 3:7–12
We wanted to present ourselves  
as a model for you, so that you 
might imitate us.

Luke 21:5–19
[Jesus] said, “All that you see here—
the days will come when there will 
not be left a stone upon another 
stone….”

• Do I live out each day aware 
that I will someday meet God 
face to face?

• Is there anything I should 
adjust in my life to be better 
prepared for that day?
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Knowing When Our Prayers Are Answered
By Mitch and Kathy Finley

When Zechariah and his wife, 
Elizabeth, were very old, 

the angel Gabriel appeared and 
announced that their prayers had 
finally been answered: they are going 
to have a baby. This elderly couple had 
yearned for a child all their married 
lives. This baby is the fulfillment 
of their hopes and dreams, the end 
of their lifelong unhappiness. But 
Zechariah questioned the angel.  

Sometimes it is difficult to 
recognize when our prayers have 
been answered. In some instances, 
we can imagine one, and only one, 
solution to our problem. The lonely 
don’t recognize the opportunities for 
companionship. The envious don’t 
appreciate their many blessings. The 
bored don’t perceive their prospects 
for meaningful work, or potential to 
learn something new, or the possibility 
of an adventure. With our eyes fixed 
on some “prize,”  we miss the blessing 
offered us, or worse, we turn that 
blessing into a burden.

Zechariah and Elizabeth’s baby 
grows up to be John the Baptist, the one 
who announces that the long-awaited 
Messiah is here, and that it’s his 
cousin, Jesus. But even John doubted. 
After he was arrested, John sent two of 
his disciples to ask Jesus, “Are you the 
one who is to come, or should we look 
for another?” 

Imagine John in jail—mistreated, 
hungry, scared, and wondering if he 
could have made a mistake. If Jesus is 
the Messiah, why isn’t he busting John 
out of prison? Why is he letting him 
suffer? Jesus knows exactly what John 
needs to hear. He reminds John of the 
prophecies and what kind of Messiah 
he is—one who will manifest his 
mission in humble acts of service.

The blind regain their sight. Not 
only those physically blind but the 
spiritually blind who had been unable 
to see the good.

The lame walk. Not just the 
weak or disabled but those who are 
emotionally stuck, unable to make a 
change, to leave behind what is holding 
them back from being the people they 
were meant to be.

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
November 14–19

Monday, Weekday:  
Rev 1:1–4; 2:1–5 / Lk 18:35–43

Tuesday, Weekday:  
Rev 3:1–6, 14–22 / Lk 19:1–10

Wednesday, Weekday:  
Rev 4:1–11 / Lk 19:11–28

Thursday, St. Elizabeth of Hungary: 
Rev 5:1–10 / Lk 19:41–44

Friday, Weekday:  
Rev 10:8–11 / Lk 19:45–48

Saturday, Weekday:  
Rev 11:4–12 / Lk 20:27–40

Faithful God, help us  
to believe in your promises  
and, when doubt assails us,  

be with us and show us the way. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The Redemptorists

Lepers are cleansed. Not only those 
who ache with physical ailments but 
those who are rejected by society, 
those thought to be unclean and 
therefore unwelcome.

The deaf hear. Not only those 
physically deaf but those unable to hear 
the truth of God’s love.

The dead are raised. All who know 
Jesus are invited to emerge from tombs 
where they live a half-life and walk into 
the light of the gospel.

And the poor have the good news 
proclaimed to them. This as much as 
any miracle is what drew the masses 
to Jesus. To hear the Good News, to 
be given a reason to hope—this is the 
One they have been waiting for. They 
believed! +

This article is an excerpt from Daybreaks: Daily 
Reflections for Advent and Christmas by Mitch 

and Kathy Finley, available now from Liguori 
Publications. Visit Liguori.org to learn more and 
review our complete list of Daybreaks authors, 
including Fr. Ron Rolheiser, Sr. Dianne Bergant,  

Fr. Daniel Horan, and others.


