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Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe (C)
November 20, 2022

The Cross: Altar and Throne
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

In his Gospel, St. Luke, the good 
doctor, often brings in kingly 

themes related to Christ’s crucifixion. 
He does this to highlight that Jesus 
fulfilled the Jewish belief that the 
Messiah would unite the three 
important leadership roles—priest, 
prophet, and king. The inscription 
the Romans nailed to the cross above 
Jesus’ head inadvertently supports 
the fulfillment of Old Testament 
prophecy—he was indeed the King of 
the Jews.

He was also the priest who offered 
his body as a sacrifice for the Chosen 
People: “It was Caiaphas who had 
counseled the Jews that it was better 
that one man should die rather than 

the people” (John 18:14). He is both the 
priest offering obedience to the Father, 
and he is also the victim who is offered 
on the altar of the cross. The cross is 
altar and throne because, as well as 
priest and victim, Jesus is also the king 
reuniting his kingdom under God the 
Father. In so doing, he undoes the sin 
of Adam, which had been the cause of 
this division.

Jesus’ prophetic words, “It is 
finished,” means he has fulfilled his 
mission as priest, prophet, and king 
from the throne of the cross. The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church (1047)  
sums it up when it says that as king 
and high priest, his sacrifice is total, 
universal, and definitive. Now all of 
God’s creatures, man and beast, both 
natural and in the heavens, can return 
to the one from whom they came forth 
and who declared each one good. +

The cross is altar and throne 
because, as well as priest 

and victim, Jesus is also the 
king reuniting his kingdom 

under God the Father.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
Jesus’ promise to the good 
thief gives us great hope: 
it tells us that God’s grace 
is always greater than the 
prayer which sought it. The 
Lord…is so generous, he 
always gives more than what 
he has been asked: you 
ask him to remember you, 
and he brings you into his 
kingdom!
HOMILY, ROME, NOVEMBER 24, 2013

Sunday Readings
2 Sm 5:1–3
You shall shepherd my people Israel; 
you shall be ruler over Israel.

Col 1:12–20
Christ is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation. 

Lk 23:35–43
“Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.” 

• Do I trust Jesus to forgive 
all who sincerely seek 
forgiveness?

• Do I try to forgive others  
as Jesus forgives?
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Ministers and Priests of God
By Mitch and Kathy Finley

R emember the old TV sitcom Maude? 
That saucy character, portrayed 

by Bea Arthur, had a standard reply 
whenever someone insulted her or 
revealed an unpleasant truth about her. 
“God’ll get you for that,” she’d snap 
(cue audience laughter).

As hilarious as that comeback is, 
it reveals how we sometimes think of 
God: as a transcendent disciplinarian 
who watches people closely and 
punishes them when they do not toe 
the line. This is not the God Jesus came 
to reveal, this is not the God Jesus called 
“Abba.” When he was crucified, did Jesus 
say to his executioners, “God will get 
you for this”? On the contrary, from the 
cross Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, 
they know not what they do” (Luke 
23:34).

Advent, which begins next Sunday, 
presents us with an opportunity to 
grow in a spirit of compassion and 
forgiveness, to remember God’s mercy. 
If we stop to remember how we have 
been forgiven, we may find it easier 
to forgive others. If we remember the 
undeserved gifts we have received, we 
may find it easier to be generous. If 
we remember our failures to love, we 
might more easily forgive those who 
don’t love us as we long for them to do. 
These shifts can culminate in a grace-
filled Christmas and a grace-filled 
life—one where we extend hospitality 

to those we find difficult to welcome, 
embrace those we struggle to love, 
and open ourselves to the embrace of 
others.

And isn’t this how believers are 
called to live? Saint Peter writes to 
the Christian communities—and 
to us: “You are ‘a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his 
own...’” (1 Peter 2:9).

Saint Peter doesn’t ask us to change 
our station in life to be God’s priests 
and ministers. We are to live out 
this calling within our families and 
communities, at school or at work, 
while shopping or waiting in line. 

Just as we prepare what we hope 
will be the right gift for someone we 
love, so too, as priests and ministers 
of the Lord, we prepare to give the gift 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
November 21–26

Monday, Presentation of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary:  
Rev 14:1–3, 4b–5 / Lk 21:1–4

Tuesday, St. Cecilia:  
Rev 14:14–19 / Lk 21:5–11

Wednesday, Weekday:  
Rev 15:1–4 / Lk 21:12–19

Thursday, Thanksgiving Day:  
Sir 50:22–24 / 1 Cor 1:3–9 / Lk 17:11–19

or St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc and Companions:  
Rev 18:1–2, 21–23; 19:1–3, 9a / Lk 21:20–28

Friday, Weekday: Rev 20:1–4, 11—21:2 / Lk 21:29–33
Saturday, Weekday: Rev 22:1–7 / Lk 21:34–36

Merciful God, we are humbly 
grateful for your forgiveness  
and we ask for the grace to 

forgive those who have hurt us. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

The Redemptorists

of our faith in the way it is needed. 
Exercising this ministry might mean 
something as simple as pausing 
to acknowledge the other person, 
listening, encouraging, calming, 
affirming. Whatever we do during 
our day, we can do it ministerially 
and in a way that makes people feel 
attended to when they are with us. As 
priests and ministers, we are always 
and everywhere witnesses to the Good 
News of a merciful and loving God, 
revealed to the world by Jesus, who 
was and is “God-with-us.” +

This article is an excerpt from Daybreaks: Daily 
Reflections for Advent and Christmas by Mitch 

and Kathy Finley, available now from Liguori 
Publications. Visit Liguori.org to learn more and 
review our complete list of Daybreaks authors, 
including Fr. Ron Rolheiser, Sr. Dianne Bergant, 

Fr. Daniel Horan, and others. 


