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Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
November 6, 2022

The Fallacy of Reincarnation
By Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

The Sadducees didn’t believe in 
the resurrection of the dead 

or the immortality of the soul. But 
in Maccabees, one of the last books 
written in the Old Testament, one can 
see how the Jewish sons find strength 
to resist their torturers in the belief 
that they will live forever. They firmly 
believe that God will raise them up if 
they remain faithful to him.

Jesus makes it even clearer that our 
souls will live forever and that our 
bodies will rise up one day with him 

after death. The faith of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob was faith in a living 
God; even if they had died hundreds of 
years before, they were alive in God.

We pray together in the Nicene 
Creed, “I look forward to the 
resurrection of the dead.” Thus, 
belief in reincarnation is contrary to 
Christian faith; Jesus taught a different 
doctrine. We live life on this earth 
once, die once, and are judged once.

Jesus is the “resurrection and the 
life” (John 11:25). We hope that one 
day we will rise with him, even if 
on earth our lives are “hidden with 
Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). To be 
a witness to Jesus is to be like the first 
apostles, a witness to his resurrection.

The living God who called 
Abraham, Isaac, and Moses is the 
same God who sent his Son, raised 
him from the dead, and who calls us to 
follow him and rise up to be with him 
forever. +

To be a witness to Jesus  
is to be like the first apostles, 
a witness to his resurrection.

A Word from  
Pope Francis
Christian faith is not a way of 
exorcising the fear of death; 
rather, it helps us to face it. 
Sooner or later, we will all 
pass through that door....The 
true light that illuminates 
the mystery of death comes 
from the Resurrection of 
Christ....And this is the light 
that awaits us behind that 
dark door of death.
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Sunday Readings
2 Maccabees 7:1–2, 9–14
“You accursed fiend, you are 
depriving us of this present life,  
but the King of the universe will 
raise us up to live again forever….”

2 Thessalonians 2:16—3:5
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself 
and God our Father…encourage 
your hearts and strengthen them  
in every good deed and word.

Luke 20:27–38 or 20:27, 34–38
Jesus said, “God is not God of the 
dead, but of the living, for to him all 
are alive.”

• When my finals days come,  
will I have any regrets?

• What change can I make today 
to avoid remorse tomorrow?
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Holiday Expectations
By Mitch and Kathy Finley

The happy time of Thanksgiving 
and then Christmas is coming. 

But wait. Think back on these 
celebrations of the last few years. 
What were they really like for 
you? Sometimes we look forward 
to Thanksgiving and Christmas 
gatherings and they turn out to be 
disappointing or stressful. Maybe we 
try too hard to make our celebrations 
resemble a Norman Rockwell 
painting, and when it turns out to be 
a Maurice Sendak kind of day, full of 
“wild things” that give us a throbbing 
headache, the day ends unhappily.

If past Thanksgivings or 
Christmases were not peaceful, 
now is the time to talk to those with 
whom you usually spend these days. 
Schedule a time to listen to each other, 
even if it’s a conference call. This 
might be the time to calmly share 
your hopes and expectations and 
listen to theirs. What do they love 
about the family’s Thanksgiving and 
Christmas celebrations? What do they 
find difficult?

The pandemic forced many people 
to celebrate differently and for some it 
was an eye-opener. Some discovered 
how much they missed everyone 
gathering together, and when it was 
taken away, previous irritations 
seemed minor. Others found 
they were happier with the forced 

simplicity and have decided to forego 
crowded get-togethers and celebrate 
on a smaller scale.

The Thanksgiving and Christmas 
photos we post on social media often 
don’t represent the entire experience 
of the holiday. We omit the grumpy 
parts. For most of us, our holiday 
gatherings are neither all Norman 
Rockwell nor Maurice Sendak.

We cannot change others, but we 
can often change ourselves. As we 
prepare to gather for these festive 
occasions, let’s try to remember the 
voices of the prophets who encourage 
us to look to ourselves and make 
straight the parts that are crooked, 
address traits that keep us from being 

WEEKDAY 
READINGS
November 7–12

Monday, Weekday:  
Ti 1:1–9 / Lk 17:1–6

Tuesday, Weekday:  
Ti 2:1–8, 11–14 / Lk 17:7–10

Wednesday, Dedication of the Lateran 
Basilica (Rome): Ez 47:1–2, 8–9, 12 /  
1 Cor 3:9c–11, 16–17 / Jn 2:13–22

Thursday, St. Leo the Great:  
Phlm 7–20 / Lk 17:20–25

Friday, St. Martin of Tours:  
2 Jn 4–9 / Lk 17:26–37

Saturday, St. Josaphat:  
3 Jn 5–8 / Lk 18:1–8

Gracious God, help us to love 
others so that, in our final days, 

we feel no remorse about  
how we lived our lives.  

We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The Redemptorists

the person we are meant to be, the 
person we long to be. To do this we 
need a bit of quiet, a time to pray, 
both alone and with our community 
of faith. We might need a guide—a 
confessor or some wise person who 
seems further down the road than we 
are, someone who knows the way of 
the Lord.

If we can remember that we are 
each flawed, we are more likely to be 
patient with or even overlook the flaws 
of our loved ones and enjoy our time 
together. None of our families is the 
Holy Family. However, we can try to 
be just a bit holier and invite Mary, 
Joseph, and the Baby Jesus to join us 
around our holiday tables. +

This article is an excerpt from Daybreaks: Daily 
Reflections for Advent and Christmas by Mitch 

and Kathy Finley, available now from Liguori 
Publications. Visit Liguori.org to learn more and 
review our complete list of Daybreaks authors, 
including Fr. Ron Rolheiser, Sr. Dianne Bergant,  

Fr. Daniel Horan, and others. 


