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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
_____________________

The Way

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION FOR ADULTS
BEGINS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6TH

I am the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6).

“The Way” was the among the earliest names for the followers of the Risen Christ. 
The Way also appears as a biblical reference for the earliest Christian communities in 
the Acts of the Apostles. In addition, tradition teaches that both before and after his 
conversion, Saint Paul referred to the disciples of Christ as part of the Way. More than 
two thousand years later, Catholic Christians are still part of the Way of Jesus Christ. 
But as we all know, a life of discipleship is not a hobby or pastime. It is a vocation, a 
way of life that lays claim to our whole heart, mind, and strength. As disciples, our 
lives should be focused on and inspired by our faith in Christ, who is our merciful 
redeemer, friend, and brother. And as his disciples, we are called to reach out to those 
who need our help in growing closer to Christ and the Church.

If you are an adult (age 18 and over) and have not received all of the Sacraments of 
Initiation in the Roman Catholic Church (Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation), then 
please consider joining “The Way”, a new adult faith formation program that will 
begin this fall. The Way (typically called the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is 
a seven month program that prepares adults to be received into the Catholic Church 
at the Easter Vigil. As part of this same program, we will prepare adults for the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation (to be received at either the Easter Vigil or at a regional archdi-
ocesan celebration). Other parishioners who have received the Sacraments and are 
interested in renewing their spiritual lives are also very welcome to join us!

Beginning on October 6th, our group will gather on the first and second Sunday 
mornings of each month for Mass at 8:15am in Saint Ann Church, followed by fellow-
ship, formation, and faith sharing. As a community of disciples, we will learn togeth-
er about the basic beliefs, teachings, and traditions of the Church; and we will explore 
the methods of prayer and spirituality that have brought centuries of believers closer 
to Christ Jesus and to the Church. In addition, we will talk openly and honestly about 
the challenges of living an authentic life of faith, hope, and love in the modern world. 
If you would like to learn more about this journey of faith and become part of a 
unique fellowship in preparation for the sacraments of God’s Church, then please 
contact Brother Patrick at brpatrick@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Please join us! 
Spread the word! All are invited! All are welcome!

mailto:brpatrick@ccgronline.com
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE
_____________________

Eye Contact with Jesus

BY KATHLEEN M. BASI

One ordinary afternoon, I pulled up to a stoplight — an ordinary mom driving 
an ordinary minivan with three small children chattering away in the back seat. 
Beside our minivan stood a man in a camouflage jacket holding a cardboard sign 
that read: “Homeless. Hungry. Anything helps.”

At moments like these, the wisdom of the world wrestles with the wisdom of 
Christ. You are not supposed to give beggars money because they might use it to 
buy drugs. Instead, you are supposed to support the shelters that care for them. 
Still, I cannot escape the conviction that when Jesus said, “Whatever you did for 
the least of these (Matthew 25:40),” he did not intend for us to just scatter our 
largesse from a safe distance. He meant for us to take a risk and look into his 
face, person to person. But we hardly ever do. We stare straight ahead and pre-
tend that we don’t even see them because eye contact with a beggar is a signal 
that we are ready to open our wallets.

As I gripped the steering wheel in my agony of indecision, I realized the noise in 
the back had shifted. My children were waving enthusiastically at the homeless 
man while they laughed and shouted: “Hi! Hi! Hi!” In that moment, Jesus’ words 
about becoming like children rang in my mind: “Amen, I say to you, unless you 
turn and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven 
(Matthew 18:3).” It was in this moment that those words made sense for the first 
time. My children are better Christians than I am, I thought.

Obviously, it is easier for kids than for us. We are the ones who have money to 
give. We know or we think we know the whole story: the mental illnesses, the 
addictions, and the bad choices that land people in such a place. Kids do not get 
caught up in that, so they simply acknowledge the face of Christ. Maybe that is 
why Jesus urged us to be childlike.

All too often, adults see a problem, and without realizing it, throw a roadblock in 
the way of solutions. Perhaps our mission as a Church is to stop focusing on the 
obstacles and strip every question down to essentials: How do I acknowledge the 
face of Christ? After all, the face of poverty is the face of Christ. And regardless 
of where I give money, I still have a responsibility to acknowledge his presence.

These days, I keep a few singles in my wallet and roll down the window when I 
see someone begging at a stoplight. Maybe that person will use the money wise-
ly, maybe not. I am certainly not giving enough to help much. But at least it gives 
me the reason to be a bit more childlike — and make eye contact with Jesus.

About the Author: Kathleen M. Basi is a composer, musician, essayist, and disa-
bility rights activist. She is also a wife and mother of four children, one of whom 
lives with Down Syndrome. Kathleen is a contributor to Bringing Home the 
Word, a weekly newsletter that features suggestions for prayer and reflection at 
home. A new edition is posted every weekend at ccgronline.com/resources.
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE
_____________________

Youth Faith Formation
First Holy Communion Preparation

FAMILY MASS & MEETING WITH PARENTS
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22ND

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport offers 
a creative and innovative way for children to prepare for 
the Sacraments of Reconciliation (Confession) and First 
Holy Communion (Eucharist). Our program is designed 
to prepare both children and their parents for the sacra-
ments, encourage lifelong relationships with Jesus and 
the Catholic Church, and help each and every family 
grow together in prayer, fellowship, and service.

First, we focus on inviting families to attend one of our 
six weekend Masses. Second, all second grade students 
and their parents or guardians are asked to attend seven 
Young Disciples Workshops in Our Lady’s School and 
seven Faith Family Workshops in Our Lady’s Church.

During our Young Disciples Workshops, the children will 
gather with Betsy Works and a team of dedicated cate-
chists and volunteers. At our Faith & Family Workshops, 
Father Jim leads the whole family in sessions that focus 
on some important aspect of the sacraments and their 
relationship with the sacred scriptures. 

At both workshops, the children and their parents will 
learn about the Bible, the Mass, the Eucharist, and the 
meaning of penance and reconciliation by reading chil-
dren’s literature and engaging in hands-on activities like 
arts and crafts, food and music, and prayer.

All students, beginning in the second grade, are invited 
to participate in our program. And all families with chil-
dren eligible for our program are encouraged to attend a 
Family Mass & Meeting on Sunday, September 22nd be-
ginning at 11:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. 
At this meeting, parents can complete a registration form 
and receive our complete schedule for the year.

If you have questions or need more information about 
youth faith formation in Holy Family Parish and Our La-
dy of Good Voyage Parish, please contact Betsy Works at 
978-281-4820 or bworks@ccgronline.com. Please pray for
our young disciples and their families! Peace and bless-
ings to all! All are invited! All are welcome!

LIVING THE GOSPEL
_____________________

Weekday Worship

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER!

In the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, the 
celebration of Holy Mass is the wellspring of our commu-
nity’s joy and the guiding light of our shared life of pray-
er, fellowship, and service. All are welcome to join us for 
Mass and to receive Holy Communion in accordance with 
a personal examination of conscience and the teachings of 
the Roman Catholic Church. In addition to our weekend 
schedule, we also pray together throughout the week.

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
Rosary at 5:00pm
Mass at 5:30pm

Followed by Eucharistic Adoration & Confessions
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

THURSDAY & FRIDAY MORNINGS
Rosary at 7:30am
Mass at 8:00am

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

FIRST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
Rosary at 7:30am
Mass at 8:00am

Followed by the Assisi Project
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

ALWAYS AVAILABLE
Sunday Mass with Father Jim on YouTube

Rosary with Father Jim on YouTube

In addition, all friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners 
are invited to join us for a few moments of prayer and 
reflection each day at ccgronline.com/resources. Our 
website feature free and high quality resources for chil-
dren and families, daily prayer resources for adults, news 
about Pope Francis and the Church around the world, and 
many other resources to help us grow closer to Christ and 
closer to each other. There’s something new every single 
week! For more information, please contact Father Jim at 
frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Please join us! All 
are invited! All are welcome! 

mailto:bworks@ccgronline.com
mailto:frjim@ccgronline.com
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE
_____________________

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF AUGUST 10TH & 11TH

Holy Family Parish

Offertory   $5,040
Electronic   $1,676
Total  $6,716

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory   $3,966
Electronic   $640
Total   $4,606

Thank you for your generous support 
for Holy Family Parish 

& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

We Share!

WEALTH COMES FROM HELPING OTHERS.
CESAR CHAVEZ

Electronic giving has become an essential component of 
parish support in the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport; and it is available in both Holy Family Par-
ish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. It is safe and 
easy to make online donations to your home parish using 
a credit card, debit card, or electronic check. 

Donations can be made on a weekly, monthly, or one-
time-only basis; and it takes just a few minutes to set up a 
secure personal account. In additional to the weekly of-
fering, you can also give electronically to our church res-
toration funds which helps us plan for the repair and 
maintenance of our beloved and historic churches.

Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Par-
ish always need your generous support! Please prayerful-
ly consider enrolling in our electronic giving program! 
For more information about creating a new account or 
assistance with an existing account, please contact Father 
Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Peace, 
blessings, and sincerest thanks to all! 

PRAY AS YOU GO
DAILY MEDITATONS FROM THE IRISH JESUITS

ccgronline.com/resources

SHARING GOD’S LOVE
_____________________

Our Lady of Good Voyage
Summer Carillon Concerts

FRIDAY, AUGUST 23RD AT 6:30PM

A much-loved summer tradition has returned to Our Lady 
of Good Voyage Parish and the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport! Our Summer Carillon Concerts 
continue on Friday, August 23rd at 6:30pm!

This year, Luann Pallazola, Cynthia Cafasso, and Thomas 
Dort have prepared programs that include familiar classi-
cal and international music, popular hymns and songs, 
patriotic melodies, and selections especially for children!

Installed in 1922, the carillon bells at Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Church are the first tone set ever in the United 
States. The carillon’s thirty-one bronze bells hang from a 
steel beam within the bell-shaped west tower. Our bells 
range in weight from 16 pounds to 3,000 pounds.

The carillon bells at Our Lady of Good Voyage were 
forged by the Taylor Foundry in Loughboro, England. In 
order to avoid import taxes upon their arrival in Glouces-
ter, the church was declared a bonded warehouse by the 
Collector of Customs in Boston, who happened to be a 
friend of the local congressman. Soon after, a bill declaring 
them “works of art” was passed by Congress and signed 
into law by President Warren G. Harding.

Although the bells can be heard from blocks away, the 
sound is always best near our church. Once again this 
year, Our Lady’s Guild will be selling cold drinks, snacks, 
and raffle tickets to support the parish.

Our Summer Carillon Concerts are an awesome oppor-
tunity for the whole family to gather with friends, neigh-
bors, and fellow parishioners to enjoy the gift of music. 
Our final concert of the season is scheduled for Friday, 
August 30th at 6:30pm. For more information about these 
special events, please contact Luann Pallazola at 978-281-
4820 or lpallazola@gmail.com. Rain or shine! Save the 
dates! Spread the word! Bring a friend! Bring your family! 
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

mailto:frjim@ccgronline.com
mailto:lpallazola@gmail.com
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS
_____________________

August 17th —August 25th

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS
_____________________

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR HOME PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary 
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested 
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25 
per week. For the week of Sunday, August 18th, dona-
tions were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Frances Noyes
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church

For Peace in the World
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church

For Unity in the Church
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of Andrea Napoli
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

In Memory of Andrea Napoli
Sanctuary Gifts· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

In Memory of Andrea Napoli
Sanctuary Flowers· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

In Memory of Matthew & Erin Arnold
Sanctuary Candle· Chapel of the Archangels

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary 
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in 
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank 
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS

Brothers and sisters, 
faith and prayer, when they are true, 

open the mind and the heart; they do not close them.
When you find a person who is closed in their mind, 

in prayer, that faith and that prayer are not true.

Angelus Address - August 11, 2024

Saturday, August 17 Vigil· 20th Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Evelyn & Norman Authier

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Jack & Carolyn Gove

Sunday, August 18 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Gloria Melo

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Benjamin “Libby” Ciaramitaro

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Josephine Shallow

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Manuel & Maria Bagaço

Ordinary Time

August 21 at 5:30pm
Our Lady’s Church All Souls in Purgatory

August 22 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Special Intention

August 23 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Michael Liddell

Saturday, August 24 Vigil· 21st Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church John & Phyllis Curcuru

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Joseph & S. Elizabeth Arnold

Sunday, August 25 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Stephen & Elinor Farricy

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Maria Purpura

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Ida M. Chambers

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Richard & Connie Horak

mailto:office@ccgronline.com
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Greely Funeral Home

212 Washington Street, 
Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-0698

&   CREMATION SERVICE

“Serving Cape Ann families since 1884”

PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

Danvers Ford
“Where Customers Become Friends”

The Guinee Family

106 Sylvan Street, Danvers • 978-774-0727
SALES • SERVICE • BODY SHOP • RENTALS

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS 

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or 
other unsecured debt, see how we can help.

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934

Steve Lambert Jr.  •  Ralph E. Martin, Jr.
Preferredautobody@outlook.com

7 Pond Road • Gloucester, MA 01930

978.283.2008

Preferred Auto Body

Memorial Ads

Available
617-779-3771

www.breakingstonesmasonry.com

STONE MASONS
ARE ALWAYS ON THE LEVEL

Pigeon Cove, MA

978-675-7033
“God’s side of the Island”

Br eaking
04

St ones Masonry
20

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

JPBUSINESS SOLUTIONS, INC
Financial Services We are

here for
You Today

to Build
a Better

Tomorrow

joanna@jpbusinesssolution.com

617-323-0000
617-777-6033

es
ooooooooooooommmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

Relationship is Everything

Be prepared before the next power outage.Call today for your free

pre-planning guide!

781-322-6300
www.ccemetery.org

• Serene and Peaceful setting
• Sacred consecrated ground
• Financing Available

The Catholic Cemetery Association

mailto:Preferredautobody@outlook.com
mailto:joanna@jpbusinesssolution.com
www.breakingstonesmasonry.com
www.ccemetery.org
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Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets.

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Bridget E. Murray, Esq

MOUNT PLEASANT 
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

N I C A S T R O

mountpleasantmemorials.com978.283.7841
150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester

Across from Calvary Cemetery

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service. 
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

Whitmarsh Lock & Safe

Locksmith Since 1913
800-696-1913 Historic Preservation

Decorative Hardware
High Security Locks

Free Estimates

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Services

Proudly serving the Cape Ann area since 1846

GLOVER'S
FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service

for over 50 years

978-283-3940

978-283-8200
BankGloucester.com

LET’STALKABOUT
Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

Business Banking
Commercial Lending
Merchant Services

AUTO REPAIR & ALIGNMENT

978.281.4909

Rob Madruga
5 Pond Road
Gloucester
MA 01930

G I V E  M E  A C A L LG I V E  M E  A C A L L
978 879 4264 • 978 879 4418

Personal & Business Tax Preparation

E B E N E Z E RE B E N E Z E R
TA X & S E RVI C E STA X & S E RVI C E S

PAYROLL • NOTARY SERVICES 
BUSINESS START UP • ACCOUNTING 

BOOKKEEPING • INSURANCES

Complete Collision Work • Insurance Estimates
16 Mansfield Street, Gloucester, MA  01930

978-283-3829 • sullysautobody@gmail.com

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975

John Tuomivirta

Tel: 978-283-3829 • Fax: 978-283-2407Te 07

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

Phone 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060

A Locally Owned Small 
Animal Practice Serving 
the North Shore

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM

info@nsvets.com
www.nsvets.com

Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell

Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

www.destinossubs.comwww.destinossubs.com

Full Breakfast Lunch Dinner and Catering
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F ll B kf L h Di d C i

Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100( )

Michele Allison-Elwell
Seniors Real Estate Specialist®

978-766-8041 | Michele@ChurchillProp.com

MicheleAllison-ElwellRealtor.com

John Veneziano
Broker Owner/Parishioner

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

Serving MA, NH & ME

617-840-5499

Sales, Service & Installation

“Environmentally Friendly”
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Homemakers | HHAs 
Online & On-site Training 

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

978-281-1001
abchhp.com/apply-online

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester

978-283-3383 • www.jimsbagels.com

Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - 6pm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm 

(978) 281-3266
www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com

32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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