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CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT          EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY

CALL TO PRAYER
_____________________

A Eucharistic Revival Prayer

BY MOST REVEREND JOSÉ GOMEZ
ARCHBISHOP OF LOS ANGELES

Heavenly Father,
we thank you for the gift

of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ,
who promised to stay with us always,

until the end of the age.

Reawaken our wonder
at his presence in the Most Holy Eucharist.

May our hearts burn within us
as he opens the scriptures 

and breaks the bread.

Give us the eyes of faith
to recognize his presence 

in our brothers and sisters,
especially in the face of the poor

and the suffering.

Nourished by the Eucharist,
send us forth to walk faithfully

as missionary disciples,
proclaiming the Gospel to every heart

and extending your kingdom
to every land.

Glory to the Father,
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

WORDS OF WISDOM
FROM SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Let the entire humanity be seized with awe!
Let the whole earth tremble!

Let heaven exult when Christ, the Son of the Living God,
is on the altar in the hands of the priest!

O admirable height and stupendous condescension!
O humble sublimity! O sublime humility!

The Lord of the universe, God and Son of God,
so humbles himself that for our salvation
he hides himself under a morsel of bread!

Saint Francis of Assisi’s Letter to All the Friars (1225)



3

CCGRONLINE.COM              AUGUST 4, 2024

OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE
_____________________

The Bread of Sinners

BY FATHER JIM

Poor Jesus. He cannot win. He walks on water. He feeds five thousand people with five loaves 
of bread. But the disciples are not satisfied. They follow him. They want more. They expect 
more food. They expect more miracles. Jesus says to them: “You are looking for me not because 
you saw signs but because you ate the loaves and were filled. Do not work for food that perish-
es but for the food that endures for eternal life (John 6:27).” In other words, do not worry so 
much about the next meal; concern yourselves instead with the next life!

In response, the disciples press him further. What’s next? What more will you do for us? What 
must we do to get it? The disciples cannot yet grasp that their teacher is not a carnival act. He is 
not a conjurer. Jesus takes pity on their disbelief. He is patient and unassuming. He speaks to 
them as a parent speaks with young children: clearly and directly. In response to their hunger, 
an appetite that they do not truly understand, Jesus says: “I am the bread of life; whoever 
comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst (John 6:35).”

With these spare and straightforward words, Jesus reveals a great mystery of the Eucharist. 
Yes, it is the source and summit of our faith. Yes, it is the Body and Blood of Christ. Yes, it is 
the Real Presence of Jesus under cover of bread and wine. And yet, it is also the fragile, hum-
ble, and simple gift of eternal love. Pope Francis says: “With simplicity, Jesus gives us the 
greatest sacrament...We find the greatness of God in a piece of bread, in a fragility that over-
flows with love, that overflows with sharing...Jesus becomes fragile like the bread that is bro-
ken and crumbled. But his strength lies precisely there, in his fragility. In the Eucharist, fragili-
ty is strength — the strength of a love that becomes so small it can be welcomed, not feared; the 
strength of a love that is broken and shared so as to nourish and give life; the strength of a love 
that is split apart so as to join us all in unity (6-6-21).”

In the great drama of human history and in the pomp and circumstance sometimes associated 
with our devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, we often overlook the radical simplicity, profound 
vulnerability, and life-changing promise that Jesus offers us. In the Bread of Life Discourse 
(John 6), we learn that Jesus is holy; Jesus is love; Jesus is divine; and Jesus longs to abide in us 
through the distribution of a crust of bread and a sip of wine. In addition, Jesus offers this gift 
of himself to all people, especially those of us who are bruised and broken by sin and sadness. 
Pope Francis says: “There is another strength that stands out in the fragility of the Eucharist: 
the strength to love those who make mistakes...When we receive the Eucharist, Jesus does the 
same with us: he knows us; he knows we are sinners; and he knows we make mistakes, but he 
does not give up on joining his life to ours. He knows that we need it, because the Eucharist is 
not a reward for saints, no, it is the Bread of sinners (6-6-21).”

Studies show that some Catholics do not understand the true nature of the Eucharist as the 
Body and Blood of Christ. But I wonder whether we only fail to understand due to the preoccu-
pation with who should receive Holy Communion and how we should receive it. Perhaps we 
should be more fervent in sharing the Good News that Jesus gives himself for all of us and that 
all of us are called to his table. And so, with Pope Francis, we pray together: “May the Blessed 
Virgin, in whom God became flesh, help us to embrace the Eucharist with a grateful heart and 
to make a gift of our lives, too. May the Eucharist make us a gift for all people! Amen!”
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CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF GLOUCESTER & ROCKPORT          EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE
_____________________

Call to Worship
Solemnity of the Assumption

A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

Since the fifth century, God’s faithful people have be-
lieved in their hearts that upon her passing from this life, 
the Blessed Virgin Mary was raised body and soul into 
heaven. This ancient faith tradition, however, was not 
defined as a magisterial teaching of the Roman Catholic 
Church until 1950. In celebration of the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport will celebrate Holy 
Mass according to the following schedule:

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14TH
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church at 5:30pm

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15TH
Saint Joachim Church at 8:00am

Saint Ann Church at 12:00pm
Saint Anthony Chapel at 6:00pm

For more information about the Solemnity of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, please visit our 
website at ccgronline.com; or contact Father Jim at 
frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Please join us! All 
are invited! All are welcome! Our Lady of the Assump-
tion, pray for us and for our suffering world!

The Holy Rosary

LET’S PRAY TOGETHER!

All are invited to join us as we pray the Holy Rosary be-
fore all Weekday Masses: Wednesdays at 5:00pm; Thurs-
days at 7:30am; and Fridays at 7:30am. By praying the 
Rosary, we grow closer to our Jesus by meditating on the 
mysteries of his life, death, and resurrection; we grow 
closer to our Blessed Mother by begging her powerful 
intercession for ourselves, our parishes, and our world.

You can also pray the Rosary with Father Jim on our 
YouTube Channel via ccgronline.com/resources; or with 
Brother Patrick at assisiproject.com/rosary. Now more 
than ever, let’s pray together for our divided country, our 
wounded church, and our suffering world! Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, pray for us! Our Lady of the Rosary, pray 
for us!

LIVING THE GOSPEL
_____________________

Sacrament of Baptism

GATEWEAY TO LIFE IN THE SPIRIT

The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of the three Sacra-
ments of Initiation in the Roman Catholic Church. The 
two others are Holy Eucharist and Confirmation. 

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church: “Holy 
Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gate-
way to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives access 
to the other sacraments. Through Baptism, we are freed 
from sin and reborn as children of God; we become mem-
bers of Christ, are incorporated into the Church and made 
sharers in her mission (CCC 1213).” During July, Father 
Jim baptized the following young disciples:

Scarlett Louise Burnham
Enzo Elias Michael DePaula

Cole Kenneth Horgan
Daniel Londono-Yacaman

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated during any Sun-
day Mass at 10:00am in Saint Joachim Church; on the sec-
ond Saturday of the month at 11:30am in Saint Ann 
Church; and on the third Saturday of the month at 
11:30am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. 

For more information about having your child or grand-
child baptized in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport, please contact Sheila McCarthy-Durkin at 978-
281-4820 or smccarthy@ccgronline.com. 

If you are an adult (age 18 and over) and have not re-
ceived the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, First Eucha-
rist, and Confirmation), please contact Brother Patrick at 
brpatrick@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Our sacramen-
tal preparation program for adults, called The Way, will 
begin in October and meets twice each month for prayer, 
fellowship, and instruction.

As a community united in prayer, fellowship, and service, 
we pray for all of our newly baptized young disciples; 
and for all of their parents, godparents, and grandparents! 
Peace, blessings, and congratulations to all!

mailto:frjim@ccgronline.com
mailto:smccarthy@ccgronline.com
mailto:brpatrick@ccgronline.com
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE
_____________________

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF JULY 27TH & 28TH

Holy Family Parish

Offertory   $5,446
Electronic   $1,042
Total                 $6,488

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory   $4,751
Electronic                               $508
Total   $5,259

Thank you for your generous support 
for Holy Family Parish 

& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

We Share!

GENEROSITY ENLARGES THE HEART.
POPE FRANCIS

Electronic giving has become an essential component of 
parish support in the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport; and it is available in both Holy Family Par-
ish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. It is safe and 
easy to make online donations to your home parish using 
a credit card, debit card, or electronic check. 

Donations can be made on a weekly, monthly, or one-
time-only basis; and it takes just a few minutes to set up a 
secure personal account. In additional to the weekly of-
fering, you can also give electronically to our church res-
toration funds which helps us plan for the repair and 
maintenance of our beloved and historic churches.

Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Par-
ish always need your generous support! Please prayerful-
ly consider enrolling in our electronic giving program! 
For more information about creating a new account or 
assistance with an existing account, please contact Father 
Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Peace, 
blessings, and sincerest thanks to all! 

THE POPE VIDEO FOR AUGUST
PRAYING WITH POPE FRANCIS FOR OUR LEADERS

ccgronline.com/resources

SHARING GOD’S LOVE
_____________________

Our Lady of Good Voyage
Summer Carillon Concerts

FRIDAY, AUGUST 9TH AT 6:30PM

A much-loved summer tradition returns this week to Our 
Lady of Good Voyage Parish and the Catholic Community 
of Gloucester & Rockport! Our Summer Carillon Concerts 
begin on Friday, August 9th at 6:30pm!

This year, Luann Pallazola, Cynthia Cafasso, and Thomas 
Dort have prepared programs that include familiar classi-
cal and international music, popular hymns and songs, 
patriotic melodies, and selections especially for children!

Installed in 1922, the carillon bells at Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Church are the first tone set ever in the United 
States. The carillon’s thirty-one bronze bells hang from a 
steel beam within the bell-shaped west tower. Our bells 
range in weight from 16 pounds to 3,000 pounds.

The carillon bells at Our Lady of Good Voyage were 
forged by the Taylor Foundry in Loughboro, England. In 
order to avoid import taxes upon their arrival in Glouces-
ter, the church was declared a bonded warehouse by the 
Collector of Customs in Boston, who happened to be a 
friend of the local congressman. Soon after, a bill declaring 
them “works of art” was passed by Congress and signed 
into law by President Warren G. Harding.

Although the bells can be heard from blocks away, the 
sound is always best near our church. Once again this 
year, Our Lady’s Guild will be selling cold drinks, snacks, 
and raffle tickets to support the parish.

Our Summer Carillon Concerts are an awesome oppor-
tunity for the whole family to gather with friends, neigh-
bors, and fellow parishioners to enjoy the gift of music. 
Additional concerts are scheduled for Friday, August 16th 
at 6:30pm; Friday, August 23rd at 6:30pm; and Friday, Au-
gust 30th at 6:30pm. For more information about these 
special events, please contact Luann Pallazola at 978-281-
4820 or lpallazola@gmail.com. Save the dates! Spread the 
word! Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

mailto:frjim@ccgronline.com
mailto:lpallazola@gmail.com
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS
_____________________

August 3rd —August 11th

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS
_____________________

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR HOME PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary 
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested 
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25 
per week. For the week of Sunday, August 4th, donations 
were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Brien Kennedy
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Bob & Mary Bertagna
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Shaun Michael Koper
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of Alex & Tina Borge
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

In Memory of Alex & Tina Borge
Sanctuary Gifts· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

In Memory of Alex & Tina Borge
Sanctuary Flowers· Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

For Peace in the World & Unity in the Church
Sanctuary Candle· Chapel of the Archangels

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary 
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in 
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank 
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM
FROM SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA

Jesus made himself the Bread of Life to give us life.
Night and day, he is there.

If you really want to grow in love,
then come back to the Eucharist.

Mother Teresa’s Feast Day is September 5th

Saturday, August 3 Vigil· 18th Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Leonardo & Caterina Russo

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Theresa Wonson

Sunday, August 4 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church James Verga

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Phillip Parisi

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church The Gartland Family

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Alex & Tina Borge

Ordinary Time

August 7 at 5:30pm
Our Lady’s Church Special Intention

August 8 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Belmira & Jaime Alexandre

August 9 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Gloria Melo

Saturday, August 10 Vigil· 19th Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Fishermen’s Memorial Mass

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Manuel Neves

Sunday, August 11 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Teresa Medeiros Casimiro

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Vincenzo Terranova

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Francis Griffin

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Special Intention

mailto:office@ccgronline.com
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Greely Funeral Home

212 Washington Street, 
Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-0698

&   CREMATION SERVICE

“Serving Cape Ann families since 1884”

PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

Danvers Ford
“Where Customers Become Friends”

The Guinee Family

106 Sylvan Street, Danvers • 978-774-0727
SALES • SERVICE • BODY SHOP • RENTALS

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS 

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or 
other unsecured debt, see how we can help.

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934

Steve Lambert Jr.  •  Ralph E. Martin, Jr.
Preferredautobody@outlook.com

7 Pond Road • Gloucester, MA 01930

978.283.2008

Preferred Auto Body

Memorial Ads

Available
617-779-3771

www.breakingstonesmasonry.com

STONE MASONS
ARE ALWAYS ON THE LEVEL

Pigeon Cove, MA

978-675-7033
“God’s side of the Island”

Br eaking
04

St ones Masonry
20

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

JPBUSINESS SOLUTIONS, INC
Financial Services We are

here for
You Today

to Build
a Better

Tomorrow

joanna@jpbusinesssolution.com

617-323-0000
617-777-6033

es
ooooooooooooommmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

Relationship is Everything

Be prepared before the next power outage.Call today for your free 

pre-planning guide!

781-322-6300 
www.ccemetery.org

• Serene and Peaceful setting 
• Sacred consecrated ground
• Financing Available

The Catholic Cemetery Association

mailto:Preferredautobody@outlook.com
mailto:joanna@jpbusinesssolution.com
www.breakingstonesmasonry.com
www.ccemetery.org
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Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets.

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Bridget E. Murray, Esq

MOUNT PLEASANT 
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

N I C A S T R O

mountpleasantmemorials.com978.283.7841
150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester

Across from Calvary Cemetery

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service. 
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

Whitmarsh Lock & Safe

Locksmith Since 1913
800-696-1913 Historic Preservation

Decorative Hardware
High Security Locks

Free Estimates

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Services

Proudly serving the Cape Ann area since 1846

GLOVER'S
FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service

for over 50 years

978-283-3940

978-283-8200
BankGloucester.com

LET’STALKABOUT
Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

Business Banking
Commercial Lending
Merchant Services

AUTO REPAIR & ALIGNMENT

978.281.4909

Rob Madruga
5 Pond Road
Gloucester
MA 01930

G I V E  M E  A C A L LG I V E  M E  A C A L L
978 879 4264 • 978 879 4418

Personal & Business Tax Preparation

E B E N E Z E RE B E N E Z E R
TA X & S E RVI C E STA X & S E RVI C E S

PAYROLL • NOTARY SERVICES 
BUSINESS START UP • ACCOUNTING 

BOOKKEEPING • INSURANCES

Complete Collision Work • Insurance Estimates
16 Mansfield Street, Gloucester, MA  01930

978-283-3829 • sullysautobody@gmail.com

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975

John Tuomivirta

Tel: 978-283-3829 • Fax: 978-283-2407Te 07

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

Phone 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060

A Locally Owned Small 
Animal Practice Serving 
the North Shore

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM

info@nsvets.com
www.nsvets.com

Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell

Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

www.destinossubs.comwww.destinossubs.com

Full Breakfast Lunch Dinner and Catering
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Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100( )

Michele Allison-Elwell
Seniors Real Estate Specialist®

978-766-8041 | Michele@ChurchillProp.com

MicheleAllison-ElwellRealtor.com

John Veneziano
Broker Owner/Parishioner

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

Serving MA, NH & ME

617-840-5499

Sales, Service & Installation

“Environmentally Friendly”
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Homemakers | HHAs 
Online & On-site Training 

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

978-281-1001
abchhp.com/apply-online

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester

978-283-3383 • www.jimsbagels.com

Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - 6pm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm 

(978) 281-3266
www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com

32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com
mailto:sullysautobody@gmail.com
mailto:sullysautobody@gmail.com
mailto:info@nsvets.com
mailto:Michele@ChurchillProp.com
mailto:johneveneziano@gmail.com
mailto:johneveneziano@gmail.com
mailto:info@glourental.com
mailto:info@glourental.com
mailto:info@glourental.com
www.nsvets.com
www.dwewswtin.doessstuinboss.csoumbs.com
www.dwewswtin.doessstuinboss.csoumbs.com
www.jimsbagels.com
www.glourental.com
www.glourental.com
www.glourental.com

