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CALL TO PRAYER

Prayers for the Work We Do

HELP US TO USE OUR GIFTS

God of Love,
help us to use the gifts that you give us
for the people who need us.
Help us to see their needs,
and inspired by your Son,
help us to reach beyond ourselves
and beyond our institutions
to the very margins of society
and bring all things to you — the center.
May all we do be in preparation
to serve you more faithfully,
seeking you in the world
so that we are invited to create with you.
Send your Holy Spirit
to keep us aglow with a desire for justice.
Amen.

BEING PRESENT

Always-present God,
help me to be present
to all who need me.
Help me to be present
to those I know too well to actually see

and to those who are unseen strangers to me.

Give me the ability
to give witness to your loving gaze
when I see my world,
my family and my friends,
who are seen and loved
by you first.
Finally, may my availability
be marked by a desire
to be like your Son:
open to being sent,
open to being loved,
open to becoming love in the world.

Glory to the Father
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever.
Amen! Amen!

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE

The Work We Do

ON RETREAT WITH ‘A GOQOD LIFE’
BY FATHER JIM

In A Good Life, Robert Benson teaches us that the cornerstone of such a contented life consists of a bal-
ance between prayer, rest, work, and community. But in a society that prioritizes work, fitness, success,
ambition, and activity, any kind of real balance is difficult. As Christians, we are also confronted with
Saint Benedict’s timeless admonition: “The Lord waits for us daily to translate into actions, as we
should, his holy teachings.” In this way, we face competing calls: the world’s appeal to work hard and
be successful versus the gospel’s summons to good works through humble service.

In my family, work is important. My parents came to this country with almost nothing. By hard work,
frugal living, and determination, my mom and dad were able to buy a house, raise three children, and
plan for retirement. What drove them, however, was not a desire for wealth, prestige, or influence.
What drove them was love for their children and the sacred duty to feed, clothe, and house me, my
brother, and my sister. It was never about them. It was always about loving us.

During my recent retreat with Sister Elizabeth Wagner of Transfiguration Hermitage, we talked about
the challenges associated with finding and maintaining balance in a busy life. We also talked about two
haunting propositions in Robert Benson’s A Good Life. First, he says: “Work never comes first.” And
second, he says: “When it comes to work, just as when it comes to prayer, humility is the thing that
keeps us in balance.” Benson explains that in a monastery, the abbot is both leader and servant. He or
she has the responsibility to guide and shepherd the flock. He or she also has the responsibility to care
for the weaker ones and to look for the lost sheep. The abbot must both lead and serve.

To be a good abbot, a good pastor, a good parent, a good grandparent, or a good boss means more than
being an effective leader, organizer, or problem-solver. It requires more than hard work and persever-
ance. It requires prayer for ourselves and for those who depend on us. It requires an ability to balance
our call to work with our need for rest. It requires self-care and an abiding concern for the common
good. And it requires humility: the ability to take pride in our work without taking pride in ourselves;
the ability to make the best use of our God-given abilities without being boastful or arrogant. Benson
writes: “We are to see ourselves as servants above all else.”

As a priest, it can be easy to lose the servant-leader balance in clerical clothes and fancy vestments. It
can be easy to lose the servant-leader balance in the linguistic weeds of titles like “father” or “presider”
or “principal celebrant.” Whenever I find myself losing this balance, I remember that the laundry needs
to be folded, the dishwasher needs to be emptied, or the large lawn at my house needs to be mowed.
Completing these chores with a spirit of prayer and humility keeps me connected with reality, with the
earth itself, and with our brothers and sisters who work so much harder than most of us ever will.

Robert Benson writes: “Perhaps we need to remember that the work we do is not actually the center of
the universe. The work that we do — whatever it is, whatever hat we are wearing, however great or
small it may seem to us or to anyone else at the time — is to be done in the service of the Center of the
Universe.” Our work, then, is not about making money or getting a promotion. It is about serving God
and serving others. Most of all, it is about remembering the difference.

Father Jim's reflections on "A Good Life” are now archived at ccgronline.com/resources.
Follow us on Instagram for more timeless wisdom from Saint Benedict!



INSTAGRAM: @CCGRONLINE

LIVING THE GOSPEL

Celebrating Saint Francis

OCTOBER 2ND THROUGH OCTOBER 5TH

Cardinal Humberto Medeiros, Archbishop of Boston from
1970 until 1983, once wrote: “It is a long way from the
cobbled streets of thirteenth century Assisi to the paved
sidewalks of today’s Boston. Times have changed indeed.
Technology has transformed our culture. Yet even in an
era of scientific wonders, history has by no means worn
out the need for the simple values of the beloved Saint
Francis of Assisi. In many ways, they are truly needed

now more than ever.”

In this spirit, all friends, neighbors, and fellow parishion-
ers of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
are invited to join Father Jim and Brother Patrick for Cele-
brating Saint Francis, a four day commemoration of the
Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi, from Wednesday, October
2nd through Saturday, October 5th. Here’s our upcoming
schedule of special events:

BROTHER PATRICK’S RENEWAL OF VOWS
Celebration of Mass & Holy Hour
Wednesday, October 2nd at 5:30pm
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

THE TRANSITUS OF SAINT FRANCIS
Evening Prayer & Holy Hour
Thursday, October 3rd at 6:00pm
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

THE FEAST OF SAINT FRANCIS
Evening Prayer & Holy Hour
Friday, October 4th at 6:00pm

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
Saturday, October 5th at 2:00pm
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church
Rectory Parking Lot

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Save the dates! Please join us!
Saint Francis of Assisi, pray for us!

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Holy Family Women’s Guild
Christmas Fair Planning Meeting
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1ST AT 6:00PM

Save the date! The Holy Family Christmas Fair is sched-
uled for Saturday, November 23rd! The fair is the biggest
fundraising event of the year! As autumn begins, it is
time to start our planning!

On Tuesday, October 1st at 6:00pm in Saint Ann Church
Hall, all are invited to join the Holy Family Women's
Guild for our first Christmas Fair Planning Meeting. All
friends and fellow parishioners are invited to join us in
making this year’s fair our best ever! We are also asking
for crafts, homemade baked goods, Christmas decora-
tions, and baskets for the Spinning Wheel!

Established in 2005, the Holy Family Women’'s Guild
brings together women of all ages and backgrounds in
prayer, fellowship, and service to our parish and the wid-
er community. For more information about how you can
help with the Holy Family Christmas Fair, please contact
Lydia Bertolino at bertolino4@msn.com or 978-271-4279.
If you can help, but cannot attend the planning meeting,
please contact Lydia! Please join us! New friends, mem-
bers, and volunteers are always welcome!

Our Lady’s Guild
MONDAY, OCTOBER 7TH AT 6:30PM

Since 1944, Our Lady’s Guild has worked to build com-
munity among women of all ages in Our Lady of Good
Voyage Parish through prayer, good works, fundraising,
and special events. The Guild’s next meeting is scheduled
for Monday, October 7th at 6:30pm in Our Lady’s Hall.
Dinner is potluck! Bring a dish to share!

For more information about Our Lady’s Guild and its
good work in our parish, please contact Beth Fosberry at
jcbf33@yahoo.com or leave a message at 978-281-4820.
Please join us! Bring a friend! New members and volun-
teers are always welcome!

SCRIPTURE FOR LIFE
A WOMAN'S PERSPECTIVE ON THE SUNDAY GOSPEL
ccgronline.com/resources
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 21ST & 22ND

Holy Family Parish

Offertory $4,851
Electronic $664
Total $5,515

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory $4,136
Electronic $326
Total $4,462

Thank you for your generous support
for Holy Family Parish
& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

We Share!

THE ONLY SAFE RULE IS TO GIVE
MORE THAN WE CAN SPARE.
CS. LEWIS

Electronic giving has become an essential component of
parish support in the Catholic Community of Gloucester
& Rockport; and it is available in both Holy Family Par-
ish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. It is safe and
easy to make online donations to your home parish using
a credit card, debit card, or electronic check.

Donations can be made on a weekly, monthly, or one-
time-only basis; and it takes just a few minutes to set up a
secure personal account. In additional to the weekly of-
fering, you can also give electronically to our church res-
toration funds which helps us plan for the repair and
maintenance of our beloved and historic churches.

Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Par-
ish always need your generous support! Please prayerful-
ly consider enrolling in our electronic giving program!
For more information about creating a new account or
assistance with an existing account, please contact Father
Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Peace,
blessings, and sincerest thanks to all!

PRAY AS YOU GO DAILY MEDITATIONS
SOMETHING NEW EVERY DAY!
ccgronline.com/resources
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The Mother’s Heart
Our Lady, Queen of Virgins

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 5TH
BEGINS WITH MASS AT 8:00AM

For more than one hundred years, the stained glass win-
dows in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church have inspired
men and women of faith to reflect on the Blessed Virgin
Mary under her various titles and patronages. Under her
mantle, generations of good and hardworking people
have found comfort, consolation, and the strength to carry
on during challenging times.

Throughout this year, Father Jim, Brother Patrick, and the
Assisi Project are focusing our prayers and reflections on
the Blessed Mother as she is depicted in the windows of
our beloved church. We do not focus so much on the art
and architecture of the windows, but on the deep devotion
and spirituality inspired by each image of Mary.

In this spirit, all are invited to join us for the Mother’s
Heart: A Morning of Prayer with Our Lady, Queen of Vir-
gins on Saturday, October 5th beginning with Mass at
8:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. After Mass,
Brother Patrick will offer a brief reflection on the Blessed
Mother’s love for those who offer their lives in chaste ser-
vice to Christ and the People of God.

The Holy Gospels teach us that Mary is the first among all
the sons and daughters of Eve to embrace the call to live a
chaste and virginal life. We also know that Saint Francis
and Saint Clare of Assisi (among many other saints) re-
garded chastity in mind, body, and spirit as a key compo-
nent of their humble labors in the Lord’s vineyard.

For more information about the Assisi Project and its good
work in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rock-
port and-or if you would like us to pray for you or your
special intention, please contact Brother Patrick at 978-281-
4820 or brpatrick@assisiproject.com. Save the date! Spread
the word! Bring a friend! Please join us! All are welcome!
Our Lady, Queen of Virgins, pray for us! May God bless
you! May the Lord give you peace!
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS

September 28th — October 6th

Saturday, September 28

Vigil - 26th Sunday

Saint i?glp?hurch James Frontiero
Our Lg:c?}(l)’};néhurch Lisa Ann Joseph
Sunday, September 29 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Our LZ:C?}(I)ZIEhurch Special Intention
Saint ifna?hurch Joseph Leon Bourgeois
10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Jean Russo
Our Llalﬁi?,?: r(r;hurCh Manuel I. Garcia
Ordinary Time
%ﬁr l}ifd?/ast gl?l?ir}? Special Intention
(C))?:f Ei;?,rastgi?firﬁ For Peace & Unity
Co)ilt;) Ezl;;}l/ztgi?iiﬂ Frank & Frances Souza
Saturday, October 5 Vigil -27th Sunday
Saint i?\??h urch Madonna del Rosario Society
Our Lgf}?}gnéhumh Dana Muise I
Sunday, October 6 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Our LZ;iO}(I)’zrghurch Kellianne Casimiro
Saint iilia?hurch Madonna del Lume
Saint ]sgég?;mcmrch Matthew Shallow
11:45am

Our Lady’s Church

Alex & Tina Borge

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR HOME PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25
per week. For the week of Sunday, September 29th, dona-
tions were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Brien Kennedy
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Brien Kennedy
Sanctuary Gifts - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Thomas Lupo, Sr.
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Thomas Lupo III
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Anthony Chapel

For the Intentions of the Assisi Project
Sanctuary Candle - Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

For the Intentions of the Assisi Project
Sanctuary Gifts - Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

In Memory of Glenn Morse
Sanctuary Candle - Chapel of the Archangels

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FOR A GOOD LIFE

We are called to live lives
that are shaped and nurtured
and wrestled with until
they become a prayer
that is prayed without ceasing.

From Robert Benson’s ‘A Good Life.”
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& CREMATION SERVICE

“Servmg Cape Ann families since 1884”
212 Washmgton Street,
Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-0698

“Where Customerns Become Frends”
106 Sylvan Street, Danvers « 978-774-0727
SALES « SERVICE - BODY SHOP « RENTALS
PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

% The Catholic Cemetery Association

» Serene and Peaceful setting
« Sacred consecrated ground
« Financing Available

Call today for your free
pre-planning guide!

781-322-6300
www.ccemetery.org

Memarial Ads
Available

617-779-3771

|

BATH
REMODEL

AND YOUR LIFE IN

517-323-0000
617-777-6033

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

ONE DAY

CALL NOW
833.791.9968

TRANSFORM YOUR BATHROOM

y clergytrust

Your gift helps care for the
health and wellbeing of
priests in good standing.

Give today at
clergytrust.org/september

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Preferred Auto Body

Steve Lambert Jr. « Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

P

SPECIAL OFFER
Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

*Some installs may take longer. Add'l terms
apply. Offer subject to change and vary by
dealer. Expires 12/29/24.

Gloucester, MA 21951
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LET'STALKABOUT...

Business Banking
Commercial Lending

Gloucester

160 Main Street

Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

BB Gy

Ipswich
143 High Street
Merchant Services Essex
15 Martin Street
978-283-8200

BankGloucester.com  wember Foic | Member DIF

fc(a?fy =

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975
John Tuomivirta

Tel: 978-283-3829 « Fax: 978-283-2407
16 Mansfield St. Gloucester, MA 01930
Sullysautobody@gmail.com

YOU HAVE QUESTIONS.
WE HAVE ANSWERS.

Experience Makes it Simple.

’- n
Savmgs Bank

Proudly serving the Cape Ann area since 1846

capeannsavingsbank.com | 1-888-283-2272

MEMBER FDIC | MEMBER DIF | (&)

Michele Allison-Elwell

Seniors Real Estate Specialist®)
978-766-8041 | Michele@ChurchillProp.com
MicheleAllison-ElwellRealtor.com

Historic Preservation

800-696-1913 Decorative Hardware

Locksmlth Stnce 1913 ngh SeCUl’lty Locks

Carpet « Area Rugs « Vinyl
Ceramic « Wood « Laminate

GLOVER'S

FLOOR COVERINGS, INC. . -
Quality Dependable Service | [#XZ5) yeard experience
for over 50 years - Electrical repair + Commercial

+ Residential
* Marinas
+» Generators

* Installation
* Maintenance
« Renovations

18 Whittemore St. - Gloucester
978-283-3940

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

@ME ‘

Jim’s: Bagel

& BAKE SHOPPE
Gloucarter, He

- HEATING

* AIR CONDITIONING  “Epyironmentally Friendly”
VENTILATION

:FIEFRIGERATION (97 8) 282-0145

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester

« SHEET METAL RESIDENTIAL/ COMMERCIAL

‘NSVH

Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - épm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm

978-283-3383 « www.jimsbagels.com

Fully Licensed and Insured Electricians

(978)‘283‘0750 Free Estimates

www.nobleelectriciansinc.com

@ ANDREW

REALTY SERVICES

GLOUCESTER
RENTAL CENTER

(978) 281-3266

www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com
32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

John Veneziano

Broker Owner/Parishioner

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM
Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell
7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

Bridget E. Murray, Esq
Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets. 4

A Locally Owned Small
Animal Practice Serving
the North Shore

PHONE 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060
info@nsvets.com

www.nsvets.com

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

EBENEZER
TAX & SERVICES

Personal & Business Tax Preparation

e

PAYROLL - NOTARY SERVICES
BUSINESS START UP - ACCOUNTING
BOOKKEEPING * INSURANCES

GIVE ME A CALL
978 879 4264 - 978 879 4418

MOUNT PLEASANT
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service.
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro

Owners

150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester .
Actoss from Calvary Cemetery 7/ 8.283.7841  mountpleasantmemorials.com

Serving MA, NH & ME
617-840-5499

040
A
ol

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Enjoy Helping

Seniors?

“After a 35-year i
office career,

| find this work

very rewarding.”

- Linda E., ABC Caregiver

GLOUCESTER MA

Homemakers | HHAs
Online & On-site Training

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

Subs - Soups - Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us
Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering
Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm
We accept all Major Credit Cards

A Home
BC Healthcare

Professionals

978-281-1001

abchhp.com/apply-online

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

Like us on

www.destinossubs.com n Facebook

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

O Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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