The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
HOLY FAMILY PARISH & OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH

Live the Gospel. Share God’s Love. Rebuild the Church.
Second Sunday of Advent - December 8, 2024

THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE
BECOMING PILGRIMS OF HOPE

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
United in Prayer, Fellowship, and Service

Phone: 978-281-4820
Email: office@ccgronline.com
Website: ccgronline.com
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LIVING THE GOSPEL

Saints for All Seasons
Annual Mini-Retreat Series

RETURNS SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21ST

Now more than ever, we need to step back from the business and busyness of daily life and
focus on our relationships with Jesus and those we are called to love. Unfortunately, few
among us are able to leave behind home, work, and family for a real retreat from the responsi-
bilities of the world. For this reason and for the third consecutive year, the Assisi Project is
pleased to announce a special series of seasonal mini-retreats called Saints for All Seasons.

Throughout his long priestly ministry, Pope Francis has called people of all ages and back-
grounds to learn about and pray with the saints. The Holy Father believes in his heart that the
saints bring us closer to Christ, closer to the Church, and closer to each other. He says: “The
saints are still here, not far from us; and their images [and relics] in our churches evoke the
‘cloud of witnesses’ that always surrounds us (cf. Hebrews 12:1)...The saints remind us that
even in our lives, however weak and marked by sin, holiness can unfold (4-7-21).”

In this spirit of unfolding holiness, all are invited to join us in the next few months for a series
of two-hour mini-retreats. These times of prayer, reflection, and adoration will focus on the
lives of amazing holy men and women: Jacopane of Todi, Saint Margaret of Cortona, Blessed
Giles of Assisi, Blessed John of LaVerna, and Our Lady of the Angels. Each mini-retreat will
begin with the celebration of Holy Mass. After Mass, Father Jim and Brother Patrick will offer
a reflection on the life and veneration of a saint whose life of holiness and love of neighbor has
inspired men and women all around the world.

After each reflection, we will pray in silent adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and in venera-
tion of the holy images of each saint of the day. We will conclude by praying the Holy Rosary
and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. Here’s our schedule for the winter season:

JACOPANE OF TODI
Saturday, December 21st
Begins with Mass at 8:00am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

MARGARET OF CORTONA
Friday, February 21st
Begins with Mass at 5:30pm
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS
Saturday, March 22nd
Begins with Mass at 8:00am
Saint Anthony Chapel

We hope and pray that you and your family will be able to join us for all or even just part of
this special series in celebration of the saints which was so popular last year! For more infor-
mation, please contact Brother Patrick at brpatrick@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Save the
dates! Spread the word! Bring a friend! All are invited! All are welcome!
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE

Becoming Pilgrims of Hope
BY POPE FRANCIS

The Jubilee of 2025, a holy year dedicated to the theme of Pilgrims of Hope is an auspicious occa-
sion to reflect on hope, a decisive and fundamental Christian virtue, especially during these times,
during which a third world war is unfolding before our eyes, which can lead us to assume atti-
tudes of gloomy discouragement and cynicism.

Hope is a gift and task for every Christian. It is a gift because it is God who offers it to us. Hope, in
fact, is not a mere act of optimism...No, hope is waiting for something that has already been given
to us: salvation in God’s eternal and infinite love. That love and salvation gives flavor to our lives,
and it constitutes the hinge on which the world remains standing, despite all of the wickedness
and nefariousness caused by our sins. To hope, then, is to welcome the gift that God offers us eve-
ry day. To hope is to savor the wonder of being loved, desired, and sought by a God who has not
shut himself away in an impenetrable heaven but has made himself flesh and blood in history and
to share our lot.

Hope is also a task that Christians have a duty to cultivate and put to good use for the sake of
their brothers and sisters. The task is to remain faithful to the gift received as pointed out by
Medeleine Delbrel, who wrote: “The place that Christian hope assigns us is that narrow ridge, that
borderline at which our vocation requires that we choose, every hour and every day, to be faithful
to God’s faithfulness to us.” God is faithful to us. Our task is to respond to his faithfulness. But
take care. It is not we who generate this faithfulness. It is a gift from God that works in us if we
allow ourselves to be shaped by his power of love, the Holy Spirit who acts as a breath of inspira-
tion in our hearts. It is up to us to invoke this gift: “Lord, help me to be faithful to you in hope!”

Hope is a gift from God and a task for Christians. To live in hope requires what Johann-Baptist
Metz calls a “mysticism with open eyes.” Knowing how to discern evidence of hope, the breaking
through of the possible into the impossible; of grace where it would seem that sin has eroded all
trust. Some time ago, I had an opportunity to talk with two exceptional witnesses of hope — two
fathers — one Israeli and one Palestinian. Both lost daughters in the conflict that has bloodied the
Holy Land for too many decades. Nevertheless, in the name of their pain, they became friends,
indeed brothers. They live forgiveness and reconciliation as concrete, prophetic, and authentic
gestures. Meeting them gave me so much hope. Their friendship and brotherhood taught me that
it is possible that hatred may not have the last word. Their reconciliation as individuals, a prophe-
cy of a larger and broader reconciliation, is an invincible sign of hope. And hope opens us up to
unimaginable horizons.

I invite all who read this message to offer a simple gesture. Each evening before going to bed, as
you think over the events of the day, search for a sign of hope. An unexpected smile. A small ges-
ture of help. A good turn observed in the classroom. A kindness encountered in the workplace. As
Charles Peguy once wrote, hope is a “childlike virtue.” And we need to be like children with their
sense of wonder to meet the world, know it, and appreciate it. Let us train ourselves to recognize
hope. We will then be able to marvel at how much good exists in the world. Our hearts will light
up with hope. And we will become beacons of the future for all around us (11-6-24).

Frtnercnn
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CALL TO PRAYER

°2
PILGRY

The Jubilee Prayer

N

BY POPE FRANCIS

Father in heaven,
may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity
enkindled in our hearts
by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators
of the seeds of the gospel.

May those seeds transform from within

both humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,

when with the powers of evil vanquished,

your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.

May that same grace spread
the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the whole earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,
be glory and praise for ever. Amen.

Our Lady’s Guild
Annual Christmas Party
MONDAY, DECEMBER 16TH AT 6:30PM

Catered by the Causeway Restaurant
Bring a Dessert to Share!

RSVP by Saturday, December 14th at 12:00pm

Contact Celia Doucette at 978-281-2031
All are invited! All are welcome!

SEASON OF ADVENT

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Our Lady of Good Voyage
Annual Christmas Fair

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14TH

All friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners of the
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport are invit-
ed to join Our Lady’s Guild for the Annual Christmas
Fair on Saturday, December 14th from 9:00am until
1:00pm in Our Lady’s Hall.

Browse our sale tables for unique treasures! Look for spe-
cial gifts, beautiful jewelry, and religious books and gifts.
Take a chance to win an Apple iPad, Electric Lawnmow-
er, or the Gift Card Super Raffle! Buy a loaf of our world
famous homemade sweet bread! Enjoy a delicious pan-
cake breakfast! Best of all, Santa Claus will join us for
photographs from 10:00am until 10:30am!

Since 1944, Our Lady’s Guild has worked to build com-
munity among women of all ages in Our Lady of Good
Voyage Parish through prayer, good works, social activi-
ties, and fundraising projects. The Guild meets on the
first Monday of the month at 6:30pm in Our Lady’s Hall.

For more information about Our Lady’s Guild and its
good work in our parish, please contact Beth Fosberry at
jcbf33@yahoo.com or leave a message at 978-281-4820.
New members always welcome! Spread the word! Bring
your family! Bring a friend! All are welcome!

Our Lady of Good Voyage
Christmas Greens Sale

NOW ACCEPTING ORDERS!

As part of our Christmas Fair, Our Lady’s Guild is work-
ing with Cressey & Sons in Rowley to offer Christmas
Wreaths, Kissing Balls, and Cemetery Baskets. Decorated
26-inch wreaths are $35 each. Decorated 15-inch balls are
$35 each. Log-shaped cemetery baskets are $30 each.

Orders will be accepted through Sunday, December 8th
at 12:00pm. All proceeds support Our Lady of Good Voy-
age Parish. For more information or to place an order,
please contact Beth Fosberry at jcbf33@yahoo.com or 978-
790-0196. Thank you for your generous support for Our
Lady of Good Voyage Parish! Merry Christmas!
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER 30TH & DECEMBER 1ST

Holy Family Parish
Offertory $4,757
Electronic $615
Total $5,372

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory $3,429
Electronic $454
Total $3,883

Thank you for your generous support
for Holy Family Parish
& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

The Immaculate Conception
A Holy Day of Obligation

MONDAY, DECEMBER 9TH

In prayerful commemoration of the Solemnity of the Im-
maculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport invites
you and your family to join us for the celebration of Holy
Mass on Monday, December 9th:

Mass at 8:00am
Saint Joachim Church

Mass at 12:00pm
Saint Ann Church

Mass at 5:30pm
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

Since late antiquity, the People of God have believed that
the Blessed Virgin Mary was conceived immaculately
and without original sin in the womb of her mother, Saint
Ann. In 1854, the Catholic Church defined this ancient
devotion as doctrine. Since then, Our Lady of the Immac-
ulate Conception has been patroness of many causes and
countries, including the United States of America.

For more information about the Solemnity of the Immac-
ulate Conception, please contact Father Jim at 978-281-
4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Please join us! Bring a
friend! Bring your family! All are welcome!

DECEMBER 8, 2024

CALL TO WORSHIP

Advent Faith & Family Mass
Calling Young Disciples!

A YOUTH FAITH FORMATION SPECIAL EVENT
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8TH AT 11:45AM

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to such as
these that the kingdom of heaven belongs (Mt 9:14).” In
response to the Lord’s call, all young disciples and their
families are invited to join Father Jim for our Advent Faith
& Family Mass on Sunday, December 8th at 11:45am in
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church.

During Mass, Father Jim will offer a special homily about
the Christmas Star and a special blessing for all of God’s
children and their families. In addition, every child in at-
tendance will receive a small gift from our parishes.

Please save the dates for our upcoming Faith & Family
Masses: Saturday, January 4th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann
Church; Sunday, March 9th at 11:45am in Our Lady of
Good Voyage Church; Sunday, April 13th at 11:45am in
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church; and Saturday, May
10th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann Church.

For more information about our youth faith formation
programs in the Catholic Community of Gloucester &
Rockport, please contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or
bworks@ccgronline.com. Mass is our class! Jesus is our
teacher! Every family is a precious gift from God! Please
join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

A Rosary for Peace

FEATURING PRAYERS BY POPE FRANCIS
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14TH AT 5:00PM

All are invited to join Brother Patrick
in praying a Rosary for Peace
on Saturday, December 14th at 5:00pm
in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church.
All are welcome!
May the Lord give you peace!
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS

December 7th — December 15th

Saturday, December 7 Vigil - Second Sunday of Advent
4:00pm .
Saint Ann Church Vincenzo Terranova
6:00pm . . .
Our Lady’s Church Richard Fioravanti
Sunday, December 8 Second Sunday of Advent
7:00am . .
Our Lady’s Church The Bruni Family
8:15am .
Saint Ann Church Ralph Martin
10:00am R
Saint Joachim Church Cedric Hill
11:45am .
Our Lady’s Church Alex & Tina Borge

Season of Advent

December 11 at 5:30pm
Our Lady’s Church

Sam & Katy Ciolino

December 12 at 8:00am

Gilberto & Maria Medeiros

Our Lady’s Church
December 13 at 8:00am Special Intention
Our Lady’s Church p
Saturday, December 14 Vigil - Third Sunday of Advent
4:00pm . .
Saint Ann Church Grazia & Salvatore Storniolo
6:00pm .
Our Lady’s Church Matteo & Vincenza Cusumano
Sunday, December 15 Third Sunday of Advent
7:00am e
Our Lady’s Church William Rochford
8:15am
Saint Ann Church Sara Jean Tarr
10:00am R
Saint Joachim Church Cedric Hill
11:45am Charles & Mary Works

Our Lady’s Church

SEASON OF ADVENT

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR HOME PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25
per week. For the week of Sunday, December 8th, dona-
tions were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Joseph Ferrante
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Grazia Taormina
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Anthony & Angie Parisi
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of Alex & Tina Borge
Sanctuary Candle - Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

In Memory of Alex & Tina Borge
Sanctuary Gifts - Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

For the Intentions of the Assisi Project
Sanctuary Candle - Chapel of the Archangels

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FOR ADVENT
BY SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA

This Christmas, when Christ comes,
will he find a warm heart?
Mark the Season of Advent

by loving and serving others
with God’s own love and concern.

Saint Teresa of Calcutta
Love: A Fruit Always in Season
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& CREMATION SERVICE
“Serving Cape Ann families since 1884”

. = 1l Uil 212 Washington Street,
LEBgﬁ;I;IH'iﬁ I_'I'V ES Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-0698
CE

“Where Customerns Become Frends”
106 Sylvan Street, Danvers « 978-774-0727
SALES « SERVICE - BODY SHOP « RENTALS
PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted

IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

1000 OFF

AND

No Payments & No Interest
For 18 Months”

OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/2024

*Includes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walkin fub and wall
surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer
Other restrictions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/24. Each deal-
ership is independently owned and operated. **Third party financing
is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for
details. ©2024 B Acrylic, Inc.

BATH &
SHOWER

Now (844) 300-2419

)%I The Catholic Cemetery Association

» Serene and Peaceful setting
« Sacred consecrated ground
» Financing Available

Call today for your free
pre-planning guide!

781-322-6300
www.ccemetery.org

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Preferred Auto Body

Steve Lambert Jr. « Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

Memm[zz/ 7‘(6/4
v Available

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17

Your gift helps care for the health and
well-being of priests in good standing.

SCANHEREfor  [Ely
Venmo, Google/ % 'F" :
Apple Pay, PayPal SRzl
via Givebutter. [Ofe

Give today at
clergytrust.org

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

SAINT JOHN'S SEMINARY
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

AN ADVENT
FESTIVAL OF
LESSONS & CAROLS

A

December 7, 7:00PM
December 8, 3:00PM {'

!

www.sjs.edu/events

S

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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Gloucester ||

LET'STALKABOUT...

Business Banking
Commercial Lending

160 Main Street
Personal Checking

CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

BB Gy

Ipswich
143 High Street

Merchant Services Essex
15 Martin Street
978-283-8200

BankGloucester.com  wember Foic | Member DIF

*

COLDWELL BANKER

Michele Allison-Elwell

Real Estate Consult and Property Management

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975
John Tuomivirta

Tel: 978-283-3829 « Fax: 978-283-2407
16 Mansfield St. Gloucester, MA 01930
Sullysautobody@gmail.com

YOU HAVE QUESTIONS.
WE HAVE ANSWERS. Ei=f
Cape Ann

Experience Makes it Simple. Savmgs Bank

Proudly serving the Cape Ann area since 1846

capeannsavingsbank.com | 1-888-283-2272

MEMBER FDIC | MEMBER DIF | (&)

Serving Cape Ann for 20 years

Marketing & Purchasing

978-766-8041 | Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com

= Whitmarsh Lock & Safe
800-696-1913 Historic Preservation

Decorative Hardware

Carpet « Area Rugs « Vinyl
Ceramic « Wood « Laminate
GLOVER'S

FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service
for over 50 years
18 Whittemore St. - Gloucester

978-283-3940

?L-té-?-z. J 7 Iyé’(&"?d E’-;:X','J:?}t.'emi'{?-

+ Commercial
+ Residential

* Marinas

+» Generators

« Electrical repair
* Installation

* Maintenance

« Renovations

Locksmlth Stnce 1913 ngh SeCUl’lty Locks

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE

@ME ‘

. HEATING
* AIR CONDITIONING  “Epyironmentally Friendly”

e n (978) 282-0145

Jim’s: Bagel

& BAKE SHOPPE
Gloucarter, He

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester

« SHEET METAL RESIDENTIAL/ COMMERCIAL

Fully Licensed and Insured Electricians

(978)‘283‘0750 Free Estimates

www.nobleelectriciansinc.com

@ ANDREW

REALTY SERVICES

GLOUCESTER
RENTAL CENTER

(978) 281-3266

www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com
32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

John Veneziano

Broker Owner/Parishioner

Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - épm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm

978-283-3383 « www.jimsbagels.com

‘NSVH

Serving MA, NH & ME

617-840-5499

040
A
ol

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

johneveneziano@gmail.com

617-779-3771

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM

Bridget E. Murray, Esq

JohnVRE.com

Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell

7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA Our staff and attorneys will work

to preserve and protect your assets. 4

A Locally Owned Small
Animal Practice Serving
the North Shore

PHONE 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060
info@nsvets.com

www.nsvets.com

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com
EBENEZER
TAX & SERVICES
Personal & Business Tax Preparation

PAYROLL - NOTARY SERVICES
BUSINESS START UP - ACCOUNTING
BOOKKEEPING * INSURANCES

GIVE ME A CALL
978 879 4264 - 978 879 4418

MOUNT PLEASANT
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

e

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service.
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro

Owners

150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester .
Actoss from Calvary Cemetery 7/ 8.283.7841  mountpleasantmemorials.com

Enjoy Helping
Senlors’? :

“After a 35-year
office career,

| find this work

very rewarding.”

- Linda E., ABC Caregiver

GLOUCESTER MA

Homemakers | HHAs
Online & On-site Training

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

Subs - Soups - Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us
Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering
Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm
We accept all Major Credit Cards

A Home
BC Healthcare

Professionals

978-281-1001

abchhp.com/apply-online

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

Like us on

www.destinossubs.com n Facebook

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

O Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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