
The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
HOLY FAMILY PARISH & OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH

_____________________________

Praying for Peace & Fraternity in Our World
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary ∙ July 27, 2025

THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE

NEVER LEAVE THEM ALONE
________________________________________

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
United in Prayer, Fellowship, and Service

Phone: 978-281-4820
Email: office@ccgronline.com

Website: ccgronline.com
Cover Art: Protectress of the Most Vulnerable by Kelly Latimore

mailto:office@ccgronline.com


2

INSTAGRAM: @CCGRONLINE   ORDINARY TIME

CALL TO PRAYER
_____________________

A Prayer for Peace

BY POPE FRANCIS

Holy Mary,
how many times have you come,

urging prayer and repentance.
But caught up in our own needs

and distracted by the things of this world,
we have turned a deaf ear to your appeals.

Blessed Mother,
in your love for us, you never abandon us.

Lead us by the hand and bring us to conversion;
help us once again to put God first.

Help us to preserve unity in the Church
and to be artisans of communion in our world.

Make us realize once again
the importance of the role we play;

strengthen our sense of responsibility 
for the cause of peace

as men and women called to pray,
worship, intercede, and make reparation

for the whole human race.

By ourselves, we cannot succeed.
Without your Son, we can do nothing.

But you bring us back to Jesus,
who is our peace.

Therefore, Mother of God and our Mother,
we come before you and we seek refuge

in your Immaculate Heart.

Mother of Mercy, we appeal for mercy!
Queen of Peace, we appeal for peace!

Touch the hearts of those imprisoned by hatred;
convert those who cause and provoke conflict.

Dry the tears of the countless children who weep.
Be present to those who are elderly and alone.

Strengthen the wounded and the sick.
Protect those forced to leave their lands and loved ones.

Console the crestfallen. 
Awaken new hope. Amen.

From A Prayer for Peace by Pope Francis - October 2023
The complete text of this prayer is available at assisiproject.com/francis
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_____________________

Never Leave Them Alone

BY BROTHER PATRICK

Father Jim and I have known each other for twenty-five years. We are good friends. We work well to-
gether. We agree on most issues. Over the years, however, we have often disagreed about the enduring 
conflict between Israel and Palestine. More often than not, I have instinctively sided with the Israelis. 
Father Jim has been more pragmatic, more open to the plight of the Palestinian people. Even after the 
current conflict began, we retreated into our corners and repeated talking points from the two sides.

A change of heart happened for me in light of news reports about the daily calls between Pope Francis 
and Father Gabriel Romanelli, Pastor of Holy Family Church, the only Catholic Church in Gaza. Almost 
every evening, the Holy Father spoke by phone or facetime with the pastor, frightened parents, elderly 
parishioners, and sometimes even children. In one conversation, Father Romanelli spoke about the ur-
gent need for food, clothing, clean water, and medical supplies for the six hundred people who have 
taken refuge on the parish campus. Most refugees are Christian, but nearly one hundred are Muslim.

Father Romanelli said that the people of Gaza carry a “heavy cross.” It is one of most densely populated 
territories in the whole world. Gloucester and Rockport are a combined 59 square miles with a popula-
tion of 36,721. That’s only 622 people per square mile. By contrast, Gaza is about 141 square miles with 
a population of more than two million people. That’s nearly 14,000 people per square mile. No one is 
allowed to enter. No one is allowed to leave. The basic necessities of life are becoming more and more 
scarce. Humanitarian assistance is complicated by both governments and the horrors of war.

In a recent interview, Father Romanelli said: “Gaza is a prison. It has become a cage, a giant cage. We 
help everyone, Christians and non-Christians alike. We try to be truly instruments of peace for all...We 
count on the help of the Lord and on people of goodwill who truly desire peace.” Despite promises of 
peace from all sides, people continue to suffer unspeakable hardship. According to the United Nations, 
57,680 Gazans and 1,195 Israelis have died since Hamas attacked Israel on October 7, 2023. Nearly 
18,000 of these deaths have been children. Many deaths can be attributed to hunger, lack of clean water, 
inadequate sanitation, and disruptions in primary and emergency health care services.

Just last week, Holy Family Church was damaged by an Israeli tank attack that killed three parishioners 
and injured ten others, including Father Romanelli. Although the Israel Defense Forces called it a mis-
take, Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, questioned how the church, well 
known as a place of last refuge for innocent civilians, could be surrounded by tanks and mistaken for a 
military target. The cardinal then assured parishioners: “We will certainly never leave them alone.”

In his prayer for peace, Pope Francis begs the Blessed Mother: “Make us realize once again the im-
portance of the role we play; strengthen our sense of responsibility for the cause of peace as men and 
women called to pray, worship, intercede, and make reparation for the whole human race.” In this spir-
it, all are invited to join me in giving whatever we can to this week’s special collection for Holy Family 
Parish in Gaza. Every penny raised will go directly to support the good works of that suffering faith 
community. Thank you for your support! May God bless you! May the Lord bring us peace!
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE
_____________________

The Solemnity of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

Since the fifth century, God’s faithful people have be-
lieved in their hearts that upon her passing from this life, 
the Blessed Virgin Mary was raised body and soul into 
heaven. This ancient faith tradition, however, was not 
defined as a magisterial teaching of the Roman Catholic 
Church until 1950. In commemoration of the Solemnity of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Catholic 
Community of Gloucester & Rockport will celebrate Holy 
Mass according to the following schedule:

FRIDAY, AUGUST 15TH

Saint Joachim Church at 8:00am
Saint Ann Church at 12:00pm

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church at 5:30pm

For more information about the Solemnity of the As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, please visit our 
website at ccgronline.com; or contact Father Jim at 978-
281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Save the date! Please 
join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

A FRANCISCAN PRAYER FOR THE INTERCESSION
OF OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS

Our Lady of the Angels,
bless our homes, bless our work,

and bless our rest.

Give us the serene peace
that comes with love;

where hate, blame, and tears
are turned into a song of joy

with the choir of your holy angels
and the powerful prayers of Saint Francis.

Help those who lack
support and sustenance.

Help those who find themselves
in danger or temptation, in sadness or despair,

in sickness or close to death. Amen.

Our Lady of the Angels, pray for us!
Our Lady of the Assumption, pray for us!

REBUILD THE CHURCH
_____________________

Special Weekend Collection
for Holy Family Parish in Gaza

THIS WEEKEND!

The Church of the Holy Family is the only Roman Catho-
lic parish and place of worship in Gaza, Palestine. From 
October 2023 until his death in April 2025, Pope Francis 
called Father Romanelli, the pastor, every evening to in-
quire about the health and needs of more than 600 people 
who are sheltering on the parish campus. 

Quite often, the Holy Father also spoke face-to-face via 
Facetime with elderly parishioners, frightened parents, 
and even children about the hardships of life during a 
time of bitter and seemingly endless armed conflict. And 
in his will, the Holy Father directed that his popemobile 
be retrofitted, reequipped, and donated as a mobile health 
clinic to serve the medical needs of Gazans.

For more than a decade, the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport’s longstanding mission has been to 
live the Gospel, share God’s love, and rebuild the Church. 
And we remain inspired by the life, legacy, and good ex-
ample of Pope Francis. In this spirit, we will have a spe-
cial second collection on July 26th and 27th. All proceeds 
will go directly to support Holy Family Parish in Gaza.

Caring about people is neither partisan nor political. We  
do not take a side in an impossible war. We are simply 
answering the late pope’s call to pray for peace and to 
become “instruments of peace” and “artisans of commun-
ion” in our sick, suffering, and war-torn world.

As a small token of gratitude for your prayers and sup-
port for our brothers and sisters in Gaza, all parishioners 
will receive a relic prayer card of Saint Ann and Saint Joa-
chim, the patrons of our own Holy Family Parish, whose 
feast is celebrated on Saturday, July 26th.

For more information about this special weekend of pray-
er, devotion, and generosity, please contact Father Jim at 
978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Thank you in ad-
vance for your prayers, goodwill, and generous support!

mailto:frjim@ccgronline.com
mailto:frjim@ccgronline.com
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Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF JULY 19TH & 20TH

Holy Family Parish

Offertory $5,414
Electronic     $954
Total                 $6,368

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory   $4,169
Electronic      $468
Total    $4,637

Thank you for your generous support 
for Holy Family Parish 

& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

The Assisi Project
A Morning of Prayer for Peace

SATURDAY, AUGUST 2ND AT 8:00AM

All friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners of the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport are invit-
ed to join Father Jim, Brother Patrick, and the Assisi Pro-
ject for a Morning of Prayer for Peace on Saturday, Au-
gust 2nd beginning with the celebration of Holy Mass at 
8:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church.

After Mass, we will offer a Rosary for Peace featuring 
prayers by Pope Francis (1936-2025) during which we 
will invoke the late Holy Father’s powerful intercession 
for peace in places known and unknown, for peace in this 
nation and between all nations, and for peace in our 
hearts, homes, and hometowns.

For more information about the Assisi Project and its 
good work in our parishes, please contact Brother Patrick 
at 978-281-4820 or brpatrick@assisiproject.com. Please 
join us! All are welcome! Saint Francis of Assisi, pray for 
us! Saint Clare of Assisi, pray for us! Our Lady of the An-
gels, pray for us! May the Lord give you peace!

JOY AT THE MARGINS
LEARNING TO LIVE THE GOSPEL WITH POPE FRANCIS

2An Assisi Project Podcast Series
assisiproject.com/prayer

SHARING GOD’S LOVE
_____________________

Our Lady of Good Voyage
Summer Carillon Concerts

BEGINS FRIDAY, AUGUST 8TH AT 6:30PM

A popular summer tradition is returning to Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish and the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport! Our Summer Carillon Concerts 
begin on Friday, August 8th at 6:30pm!

This year, Luann Pallazola, Cynthia Cafasso, and Thomas 
Dort have prepared programs that include patriotic melo-
dies, popular hymns and songs, and classical and interna-
tional music, along with selections especially for children!

Installed in 1922, the carillon at Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Church are the first toned bell set ever in the United 
States. The carillon’s thirty-one bronze bells hang from a 
steel beam within the west tower. And our bells range in 
weight from 16 pounds to 3,000 pounds.

The carillon bells at Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
were forged by the Taylor Foundry in Loughboro, Eng-
land. In order to avoid the payment of a tariff upon their 
arrival in Gloucester, the church was declared a bonded 
warehouse by the Collector of Customs in Boston, who 
happened to be a friend of the local congressman. Soon 
after, a bill declaring them a “work of art” was passed by 
the United States Congress and signed into law by Presi-
dent Warren G. Harding.

Although our bells can be heard from blocks away, the 
sound is always best near the church. Once again this 
year, Our Lady’s Guild will be selling snacks, cold drinks, 
and raffle tickets to support the parish.

Our Summer Carillon Concerts are an awesome oppor-
tunity for the whole family to gather and enjoy the gift of 
music with friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners! 
Additional concerts are scheduled for Friday, August 15th 
at 6:30pm; Friday, August 22nd at 6:30pm; and Friday, 
August 29th at 6:30pm. For more information, please con-
tact Luann Pallazola at lpallazola@gmail.com or 978-281-
4820. Save the dates! All are invited! All are welcome!

mailto:brpatrick@assisiproject.com
mailto:lpallazola@gmail.com
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS
_____________________

July 26 — August 3

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS
_____________________

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR HOME PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary 
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested 
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25 
per week. For the week of Sunday, July 27th, donations 
were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Bruce & Evan Reardon
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Russell & Christopher Dailey
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Richard & Donny Strescino
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of Alex & Tina Borge
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of Alex & Tina Borge
Sanctuary Gifts· Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of Alex & Tina Borge
Sanctuary Flowers· Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of Patrick R. Garvey
Sanctuary Candle· Chapel of the Archangels

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary 
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in 
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank 
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM CARDINAL PIZZABALLA

Christ is not absent from Gaza: 
crucified in the wounded, buried under the rubble,

and yet present in every act of mercy,
every candle in the darkness, 

every hand extended to the suffering.

Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa
Patriarch of Jerusalem - July 22, 2025

Saturday, July 26 Vigil· Seventeenth Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Rico Strescino

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Maria Neves

Sunday, July 27 Seventeenth Sunday

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Joseph & Allerio Brancaleone

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Terri Sanfilippo

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church James Sheehan

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Alex & Tina Borge

Ordinary Time

July 30 at 5:30pm
Our Lady’s Church Sebastian & Frances Scola

July 31 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Ellen “Vera” Silveira

August 1 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Peace on Earth

Saturday, August 2 Vigil· 18th Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Theresa Sanfilippo

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Richard Devlin

Sunday, August 3 18th Sunday

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Dorothea “Dot” Comer

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Joseph Ciaramitaro

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Christopher Dailey

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Manuel Nunes

mailto:office@ccgronline.com
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Greely Funeral Home

212 Washington Street, 
Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-0698

&   CREMATION SERVICE

“Serving Cape Ann families since 1884”
Steve Lambert Jr.  •  Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

Preferredautobody@outlook.com
7 Pond Road • Gloucester, MA 01930

978.283.2008

Preferred Auto Body

For information about our services, pricing, and
pre-planning options, contact us at
info@campbellfuneral.com

61 Middle Street, Gloucester
(978) 283-0884

www.compbellfuneral.com

PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

Danvers Ford
“Where Customers Become Friends”

The Guinee Family

106 Sylvan Street, Danvers • 978-774-0727
SALES • SERVICE • BODY SHOP • RENTALS

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

www.phpaintcompany.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING

978-473-3496

DESIGNER CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT GROUP INC

We Craft Your Vision!

Architectural Design | Planning | Construction

Call us today 

857-233-1293
www.designerconstructiongroup.com

CASH for GOLD OPEN MON-FRI: 10AM-5PM 
SAT: 10AM-4PM

185 South Main St.
Middleton

978-595-6007
www.cashforgoldmiddleton.com

Burials at Sea

Private Service
A Meaningful Tradition 

to Honor Loved Ones

Sailing from Gloucester Harbor

Contact us @

CapeAnnHarbortours.com

Or call us @ 978-290-2785

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Transform
your
bathroom
with a new
bath or
shower

*Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Offers valid thru 7/31/25
888-424-1334

SCHEDULE A FREE
IN-HOME CONSULTATION

• Serene & Peaceful Setting
• Sacred Consecrated Ground
• Financing Available
• Cremation Options Available
Call today for your FREE
Pre-Planning Guide
781-322-6300
www.ccemetery.org

mailto:Preferredautobody@outlook.com
mailto:info@campbellfuneral.com
www.compbellfuneral.com
www.phpaintcompany.com
www.designerconstructiongroup.com
www.cashforgoldmiddleton.com
www.ccemetery.org
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Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets.

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Bridget E. Murray, Esq

MOUNT PLEASANT 
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

N I C A S T R O

mountpleasantmemorials.com978.283.7841
150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester

Across from Calvary Cemetery

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service. 
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

Whitmarsh Lock & Safe

Locksmith Since 1913
800-696-1913 Historic Preservation

Decorative Hardware
High Security Locks

Free Estimates

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Services

GLOVER'S
FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service

for over 50 years

978-283-3940

978-283-8200
BankGloucester.com

LET’STALKABOUT
Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

Business Banking
Commercial Lending
Merchant Services

AUTO REPAIR & ALIGNMENT

978.281.4909

Rob Madruga
5 Pond Road
Gloucester
MA 01930

G I V E  M E  A C A L LG I V E  M E  A C A L L
978 879 4264 • 978 879 4418

Personal & Business Tax Preparation

E B E N E Z E RE B E N E Z E R
TA X & S E RVI C E STA X & S E RVI C E S

PAYROLL • NOTARY SERVICES 
BUSINESS START UP • ACCOUNTING 

BOOKKEEPING • INSURANCES

Complete Collision Work • Insurance Estimates
16 Mansfield Street, Gloucester, MA  01930

978-283-3829 • sullysautobody@gmail.com

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975

John Tuomivirta
Tel: 978-283-3829 • Fax: 978-283-2407Te 07

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

Phone 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060

A Locally Owned Small 
Animal Practice Serving 
the North Shore

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM

info@nsvets.com
www.nsvets.com

Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

www.destinossubs.comwww.destinossubs.com

Full Breakfast Lunch Dinner and Catering
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F ll B kf L h Di d C i

Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100( )

Michele Allison-Elwell
Real Estate Consult and Property Management

978-766-8041 | Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com

Serving Cape Ann for 20 years
Marketing & Purchasing

John Veneziano
Broker Owner/Parishioner

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

Serving MA, NH & ME

617-840-5499

Homemakers | HHAs 
Online & On-site Training 

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

978-281-1001
abchhp.com/apply-online

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester

978-283-3383 • www.jimsbagels.com

Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - 6pm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm 

(978) 281-3266
www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com

32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester
Kari Keane, Realtor®

kari@jbarrettrealty.com

171 Main Street, Gloucester, MA 01930
201-394-9630

Keep It In 
Cape Ann

www.capeannsavings.bank

978-283-0246

handymjbpainting@gmail.com

978-290-0537

HANDYMAN & HANDYMAN & 

JB PAINTINGJB PAINTING
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