
The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
HOLY FAMILY PARISH & OUR LADY OF GOOD VOYAGE PARISH

_____________________________

United in Prayer for Peace, Truth & Justice in Our World
Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary ∙ August 24, 2025

OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE

THE HOLY FAMILY THANKS YOU
________________________________________

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
United in Prayer, Fellowship, and Service

Phone: 978-281-4820
Email: office@ccgronline.com

Website: ccgronline.com
Cover: Christ in the Rubble by Kelly Latimore

mailto:office@ccgronline.com


2

INSTAGRAM: @CCGRONLINE   ORDINARY TIME

THE ASSISI PROJECT
_____________________

Becoming Pilgrims of Hope
Praying with Dag Hammarskjöld

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH - BEGINS WITH MASS AT 8:00AM

During the Jubilee of Hope (2024-2025), Pope Francis called us to become “pilgrims of 
hope.” He beckoned us to be hopeful, to be peacemakers, and to be what he called 
“weavers of communion’ in our suffering world. The Holy Father wrote: “We must fan 
the flame of hope that has been given to us. We must help everyone gain new strength 
and certainty by looking to the future with an open spirit, trusting heart, and prophetic 
vision. The jubilee can contribute abundantly to the restoration of an atmosphere of hope 
and trust, and to the rebirth and renewal of all that we so urgently desire.”

Although not a canonized saint and unknown to most Catholics, especially in the United 
States, Dag Hammarskjöld (1905-1961) was a Swedish author, diplomat, and economist 
who served as Secretary General of the United Nations from April 1953 until his death in 
a plane crash in September 1961. 

Throughout his life and career, and especially in his classic book Markings, Hammar-
skjöld worked tirelessly for peace and goodwill between nations and peoples through-
out the world. He was especially dedicated to the cause of peace in Africa, the Middle 
East, and between the United States and the Soviet Union. After Hammarskjöld’s tragic 
death, President John F. Kennedy said: “I realize now that in comparison to him, I am a 
small man. He was the greatest stateman of our century.”

Throughout this year, the Assisi Project is focusing all of its prayers and reflections on 
men and women from across the ages who have fulfilled the Holy Father’s call to be pil-
grims of hope. Our celebration of the jubilee continues on Saturday, September 6th be-
ginning with Mass at 8:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. After Mass, Father 
Jim and Brother Patrick will lead us in a reflection and conversation about the life and 
legacy of Dag Hammarskjöld. We will conclude by offering a Rosary for Peace (featuring 
prayers by Pope Francis).

For more information about the Assisi Project and its good work in our parishes, please 
contact Brother Patrick at 978-281-4820 or brpatrick@assisiproject.com. Saint Francis of 
Assisi, pray for us! Saint Clare of Assisi, pray for us! Our Lady of the Angels, pray for us! 
Pope Francis, pray for us! Please join us! Bring a friend! All are invited! All are welcome! 
May God bless you! May the Lord give you peace!

AN EXQUISITE KINDNESS
CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF POPE FRANCIS

We Are Francis!
An Assisi Project Podcast

assisiproject.com

mailto:brpatrick@assisiproject.com
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The Holy Family Thanks You

BY FATHER JIM

Since 1844, the Apostleship of Prayer (known now as the Pope Video or the Pope’s Worldwide 
Prayer Network) has encouraged Catholic Christians around the world to pray each and every 
day for a particular intention. Each month, the Holy Father asks us to pray for a particular in-
tention. Almost five years ago, Pope Francis called us to pray for our home parishes so that we 
will have the strength, courage, and perseverance to give witness to the Good News of the 
Poor Christ in all that we think, say, and do. 

In his introduction to that request, Pope Francis said: “Parishes must be in contact with homes, 
with people’s lives, with the life of society. They must be houses where the door is always 
open, so as to go forth toward others. And it is important that this going forth follows a clear 
proposal of faith. The doors must be opened so that Jesus can go out with all the joy of his 
message. Let us pray for our parishes, so that they not be simple offices, but that animated by 
a missionary spirit, they may be places where faith is communicated and charity is seen.”

On the other side of the world, Holy Family Parish is the only Roman Catholic parish in Gaza. 
In the midst of war and starvation, Father Gabriel and his fellow parishioners provide for the 
most basic needs (food, water, and shelter) of more than six hundred men, women, and chil-
dren whose lives have been destroyed by the war. As of July 30th, the United Nations reports 
that more than 63,000 people have been killed in less than two years. Depending on the 
source, between 12,000 and 18,000 children have died. An increasing number of children are 
dying due to hunger and lack of medical care.

Needless to say, Holy Family Parish in Gaza gives concrete witness to the kind of parish life 
envisioned by Pope Francis. Throughout the world, an increasingly loud chorus of prayer and 
protest is now urgently calling for peace in the holiest of lands. Pope Leo XIV has made peace 
(along with truth and justice) a primary theme of his young papacy. Cardinal Pierbattista Piz-
zaballa, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, has spoken bluntly about the “strength of evil” that 
prolongs the war. And Cardinal Matteo Zuppi, President of the Italian Bishops Conference, 
recently presided over a seven hour prayer service for peace during which he personally read 
the names of all the children who have been killed in Gaza.

Here in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, we pray for peace at every Mass 
and invoke the intercession of Our Lady Queen of Peace during every Rosary. Last month, we 
took a special collection for Holy Family Parish in Gaza and raised more than $8,100. When I 
wrote to Cardinal Pizzaballa to ask about the safest way to transfer these funds, his office re-
sponded with a direct link and a message: “On behalf of Cardinal Pizzaballa and the parish-
ioners of Holy Family Parish in Gaza, we send our gratitude for your generous donation! 
Blessings to your parishes!” Indeed, I have never been more grateful for your generosity and 
support. Peace, blessings, and deepest thanks to all! The Holy Family thanks you, too!
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE
_____________________

Our Lady’s Guild
Celebrating Our 81st Year

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH AT 6:00PM
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8TH AT 6:30PM

Sinc 1944, Our Lady’s Guild has worked to build commu-
nity among women of all ages in Our Lady of Good Voy-
age Parish through prayer, good works, social activities, 
and fundraising events.

The Guild begins its 81st year by inviting all friends, 
members, and fellow parishioners to join us for Mass on 
Saturday, September 6th at 6:00pm in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Church. During Mass, our board members will 
be recognized and all members will be offered a special 
blessing for the upcoming year.

Our opening free supper is scheduled for Monday, Sep-
tember 8th at 6:30pm in Our Lady’s Hall. Please RSVP by 
contacting Cecelia Doucette at 978-281-2031. Dues will be 
collected, fundraising ideas will be brainstormed, and 
our new schedule will be discussed.

For more information about Our Lady’s Guild and its 
good work in our parish, please contact Beth Fosberry at 
jcbf33@yahoo.com or leave a message at 978-281-4820. 
Please join us! New members are always welcome! 

Holy Family Women’s Guild
Our September Gathering

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH AT 6:00PM

All are invited to join the Holy Family Women’s Guild 
for its first meeting of the season on Tuesday, September 
9th at 6:00pm in Our Lady’s Hall. 

At this meeting, annual dues of $15 per person will be 
collected. We will also play a few games of BINGO ($5 
per card)! In addition, we will elect officers for the com-
ing year. Current nominations include Lydia Bertolino 
for President and Arlene Lesch for Treasurer.

For more information about the Holy Family Women’s 
Guild and its good work in our parish, please contact 
Lydia Bertolino at lbbglosta1929@outlook.com or 978-281
-4279. Please join us! New members are always welcome!

LIVING THE GOSPEL
_____________________

The Real Honor of Fasting

BY BROTHER PATRICK

Saint John Chrysostom (347-407) was among the most 
prolific writers of the Early Church. He served as Arch-
bishop of Constantinople. He is venerated as a Doctor of 
the Church. He is also famous for his asceticism. He lived 
as a hermit; fasted continuously; memorized the sacred 
scriptures; and spent nearly two years standing with al-
most no normal rest or sleep.

The saint’s rigorous spiritual disciplines, however, had a 
purpose beyond his own conversion. Saint John Chrysos-
tom insisted that our fasting, in particular, should be 
linked to living out the Gospel. He wrote: “The real honor 
of fasting consists not in abstinence of food, but in with-
drawing from sinful practices. If you see a poor man, take 
pity on him! If you see an enemy, be reconciled to him! If 
you see a friend gaining honor, do not envy him!”

Saint John also wrote: “Do not let just your mouth fast, 
but also the eye and the ear and the feet and the hands 
and all the members of our bodies. Let the hands fast by 
being pure from theft and avarice. Let the feet fast by 
ceasing from running to unlawful spectacles. Let the 
mouth fast from disgraceful speaking and railing.”

As everyone knows by now, Father Jim and I, along with 
some friends and fellow parishioners, have entered into 
the ancient season of prayer and fasting known as Saint 
Michael’s Lent. We undertake this penitential season for 
the intention of an increase of peace, truth, and justice in 
our suffering world as articulated by Pope Leo XIV in the 
opening days of his papacy.

Whether you are joining us in observing Saint Michael’s 
Lent or not, there has never been a better time for us to 
look into our hearts; to discern who or what in our lives 
leads us astray; to turn away from those things; and to 
turn back to the Lord with some form of prayer, fasting, 
or almsgiving. Now more than ever, let’s pray together 
for the grace, courage, and perseverance to become peace-
makers, truth tellers, and justice seekers! Amen!

mailto:jcbf33@yahoo.com
mailto:lbbglosta1929@outlook.com
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE
_____________________

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF AUGUST 16TH & 17TH

Holy Family Parish

Offertory   $6,247
Electronic   $1,102
Total                 $7,349

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory   $3,384
Electronic       $505
Total    $3,889

Thank you for your generous support 
for Holy Family Parish 

& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

Pastor’s Note
Welcome, Father Jude Friday!

THIS WEEKEND IN BOTH PARISHES!

During the weekend of August 23rd and 24th, the Catho-
lic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is blessed to 
welcome Father Jude Friday of the Archdiocese of Tororo 
in Uganda, who will preach about the good works of the 
Missionary Co-Operative Program and the Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith.

The Society for the Propagation of the Faith is one of four 
mission societies in the Archdiocese of Boston. Its mis-
sion is to support priests, lay ministers, and religious or-
ders in the work of missionary evangelization. Learn 
more at propfaithboston.org.

Father Jude will speak at all Masses on Saturday, August 
23rd and Sunday, August 24th about his missionary 
work and about building spiritual communion between 
us and those whose daily lives may be very different 
from our country, customs, and culture.

In support of these ministries, Holy Family Parish and 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish will take a special sec-
ond collection this weekend. Your generous support is 
much appreciated! On behalf of our pastoral team and all 
fellow parishioners, we welcome Father Jude to Glouces-
ter & Rockport! Peace and blessings! — Father Jim

SHARING GOD’S LOVE
_____________________

Our Lady of Good Voyage
Summer Carillon Concerts

FRIDAY, AUGUST 29TH AT 6:30PM

A popular summer tradition ends this week at Our Lady 
of Good Voyage Parish and the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport! Our Summer Carillon Concerts 
conclude on Friday, August 29th at 6:30pm!

This year, Luann Pallazola, Cynthia Cafasso, and Thomas 
Dort have prepared programs that include patriotic melo-
dies, popular hymns and songs, and classical and interna-
tional music, along with selections especially for children!

Installed in 1922, the carillon at Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Church are the first toned bell set ever in the United 
States. The carillon’s thirty-one bronze bells hang from a 
steel beam within the west tower. And our bells range in 
weight from 16 pounds to 3,000 pounds.

The carillon bells at Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
were forged by the Taylor Foundry in Loughboro, Eng-
land. In order to avoid the payment of a tariff upon their 
arrival in Gloucester, the church was declared a bonded 
warehouse by the Collector of Customs in Boston, who 
happened to be a friend of the local congressman. Soon 
after, a bill declaring them a “work of art” was passed by 
the United States Congress and signed into law by Presi-
dent Warren G. Harding.

Although our bells can be heard from blocks away, the 
sound is always best near the church. Once again this 
year, Our Lady’s Guild will be selling snacks, cold drinks, 
and raffle tickets to support the parish.

Our Summer Carillon Concerts are an awesome oppor-
tunity for the whole family to gather and enjoy the gift of 
music with friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners!   
Let us join together in a prayer of thanksgiving for our 
talented carillonneurs! For more information about this 
beloved summer tradition, please contact Luann Pallazola 
at lpallazola@gmail.com or 978-281-4820. All are invited! 
All are welcome! Join us!

mailto:lpallazola@gmail.com
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS
_____________________

August 23 — August 31

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS
_____________________

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR HOME PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary 
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested 
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25 
per week. For the week of Sunday, August 24th, dona-
tions were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Father Myron Bullock
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Robert G. Solomon
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Martin Dillon
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of Joseph Sullivan
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage

For Peace, Truth & Justice in Our World
Sanctuary Candle· Chapel of the Archangels

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary 
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in 
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank 
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM  
FROM DAG HAMMARSKJÖLD

Our work for peace must begin 
within the private world of each one of us.
To build for mankind a world without fear,

we must be without fear.
To build a world of justice, we must be just.

And how can we fight for freedom
if we are not free in our own minds?
How can we ask others to sacrifice

if we are not ready to do so?

Dag Hammarskjöld
Secretary General of the United Nations (1953)

Saturday, August 23 Vigil· Twenty-First Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Pasquale Vitale

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Cheryl Sullivan Bruno

Sunday, August 24 Twenty-First Sunday

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Stephen & Elinor Farricy

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Ignazio LoContro

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Matthew & Josephine Shallow

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Albert Fong

Ordinary Time

August 27 at 5:30pm
Our Lady’s Church Belmira & Jaime Alexandre

August 28 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Rose Novello

August 29 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Brian McCook II

Saturday, August 30 Vigil· Twenty-Second Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Leo Ferrara

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church John S. Testaverde

Sunday, August 31 Twenty-Second Sunday

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Sister Mary Louise Blanchard

8:15am
Saint Ann Church The Taormina Family

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Ida M. Chambers

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Alex & Tina Borge

mailto:office@ccgronline.com
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Greely Funeral Home

212 Washington Street, 
Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-0698

&   CREMATION SERVICE

“Serving Cape Ann families since 1884”
Steve Lambert Jr.  •  Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

Preferredautobody@outlook.com
7 Pond Road • Gloucester, MA 01930

978.283.2008

Preferred Auto Body

For information about our services, pricing, and
pre-planning options, contact us at
info@campbellfuneral.com

61 Middle Street, Gloucester
(978) 283-0884

www.compbellfuneral.com

PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

Danvers Ford
“Where Customers Become Friends”

The Guinee Family

106 Sylvan Street, Danvers • 978-774-0727
SALES • SERVICE • BODY SHOP • RENTALS

www.phpaintcompany.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING

978-473-3496

DESIGNER CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT GROUP INC

We Craft Your Vision!

Architectural Design | Planning | Construction

Call us today 

857-233-1293
www.designerconstructiongroup.com

CASH for GOLD OPEN MON-FRI: 10AM-5PM 
SAT: 10AM-4PM

185 South Main St.
Middleton

978-595-6007
www.cashforgoldmiddleton.com

Burials at Sea

Private Service
A Meaningful Tradition 

to Honor Loved Ones

Sailing from Gloucester Harbor

Contact us @

CapeAnnHarbortours.com

Or call us @ 978-290-2785

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

• Serene & Peaceful Setting
• Sacred Consecrated Ground
• Financing Available
• Cremation Options Available
Call today for your FREE
Pre-Planning Guide
781-322-6300
www.ccemetery.org

LOBSTER
IN-THE-ROUGH
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Memorial Ads
Available 617-779-3771

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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mailto:info@campbellfuneral.com
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www.designerconstructiongroup.com
www.cashforgoldmiddleton.com
www.ccemetery.org
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Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets.

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Bridget E. Murray, Esq

MOUNT PLEASANT 
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

N I C A S T R O

mountpleasantmemorials.com978.283.7841
150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester

Across from Calvary Cemetery

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service. 
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

Whitmarsh Lock & Safe

Locksmith Since 1913
800-696-1913 Historic Preservation

Decorative Hardware
High Security Locks

Free Estimates

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Services

GLOVER'S
FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service

for over 50 years

978-283-3940

978-283-8200
BankGloucester.com

LET’STALKABOUT
Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

Business Banking
Commercial Lending
Merchant Services

AUTO REPAIR & ALIGNMENT

978.281.4909

Rob Madruga
5 Pond Road
Gloucester
MA 01930

Complete Collision Work • Insurance Estimates
16 Mansfield Street, Gloucester, MA  01930

978-283-3829 • sullysautobody@gmail.com

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975

John Tuomivirta
Tel: 978-283-3829 • Fax: 978-283-2407Te 07

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

Phone 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060

A Locally Owned Small 
Animal Practice Serving 
the North Shore

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM

info@nsvets.com
www.nsvets.com

Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

www.destinossubs.comwww.destinossubs.com

Full Breakfast Lunch Dinner and Catering
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Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100( )

Michele Allison-Elwell
Real Estate Consult and Property Management

978-766-8041 | Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com

Serving Cape Ann for 20 years
Marketing & Purchasing

John Veneziano
Broker Owner/Parishioner

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

Serving MA, NH & ME

617-840-5499

Homemakers | HHAs 
Online & On-site Training 

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

978-281-1001
abchhp.com/apply-online

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester

978-283-3383 • www.jimsbagels.com

Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - 6pm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm 

(978) 281-3266
www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com

32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester
Kari Keane, Realtor®

kari@jbarrettrealty.com

171 Main Street, Gloucester, MA 01930
201-394-9630

Keep It In 
Cape Ann

www.capeannsavings.bank

978-283-0246

handymjbpainting@gmail.com

978-290-0537

HANDYMAN & HANDYMAN & 

JB PAINTINGJB PAINTING

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com
mailto:sullysautobody@gmail.com
mailto:sullysautobody@gmail.com
mailto:info@nsvets.com
mailto:Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com
mailto:Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com
mailto:johneveneziano@gmail.com
mailto:johneveneziano@gmail.com
mailto:info@glourental.com
mailto:info@glourental.com
mailto:info@glourental.com
mailto:kari@jbarrettrealty.com
mailto:handymjbpainting@gmail.com
mailto:handymjbpainting@gmail.com
www.nsvets.com
www.dwewswtin.doessstuinboss.csoumbs.com
www.dwewswtin.doessstuinboss.csoumbs.com
www.jimsbagels.com
www.glourental.com
www.glourental.com
www.glourental.com
www.capeannsavings.bank
www.capeannsavings.bank

