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WE ARE FRANCIS
_____________________

Pope Francis & Saint Francis
Celebrating Two Holy Lives

MASS & COMMUNITY SUPPER
WELCOME BISHOP MARK O’CONNELL

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3RD AT 5:30PM

In the scriptures, Jesus reaches out to the poor, heals the sick, and breaks bread with the left behind. 
In the thirteenth century, Saint Francis of Assisi called his followers to “heal wounds, bind what is 
broken, and bring home those who are lost.” And in the twenty-first century, Pope Francis reminds 
us: “In the Church, no one is left out or left over. There is room for everyone, just the way we 
are...The Lord does not point a finger, but opens his arms. He embraces us all.”

In this spirit of universal love, boundless mercy, and radical welcome, all friends, neighbors, and 
fellow parishioners are invited to join Father Jim and the Catholic Community of Gloucester & 
Rockport on Friday, October 3rd for a special evening of prayer, fellowship, and service in celebra-
tion of Pope Francis and Saint Francis of Assisi. We will begin with a Vigil Mass for the Feast of 
Saint Francis of Assisi at 5:30pm in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. We are delighted to wel-
come Bishop Mark O’Connell, Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Boston, as principal celebrant.

After Mass, Bishop Mark will offer a brief reflection on the life and legacy of Pope Francis. Bishop 
Mark will then bless a new hand painted icon of Pope Francis that was recently created by Kelly 
Latimore, a world famous artist and iconographer. This large and breathtaking icon will be hung in 
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church beside our much-loved statue of Our Lady of Fatima to whom 
the Holy Father dedicated his papacy. The icon is a precious gift on loan to us from the Assisi Pro-
ject which has also paid for new paint and lighting in the hallways on both sides of the church.

When this blessing is complete, we will adjourn to Our Lady’s Hall for a community supper featur-
ing delicious foods provided by the Azorean Restaurant in Gloucester. Desserts will be provided by 
our pastoral team. A cash bar will be available, too. Although the supper is free and all are wel-
come, a collection will be taken up during Mass to support the Assisi Project and its good work in 
our parishes. If you plan to join us for supper, please contact Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or 
frjim@ccgronline.com.  Please join us! Bring a friend! Bring your family! All are welcome! 

WORDS OF WISDOM  FROM CARDINAL MEDEIROS

It is a long way from the cobbled streets of thirteenth century Assisi
to the paved sidewalks of today’s Boston.

Times have changed indeed. Technology has transformed our culture.
Yet even in an era of scientific wonders, history has by no means worn out the need 

for the simple values of the beloved Saint Francis of Assisi. 
In many ways, they are truly needed now more than ever.

Cardinal Humberto Medeiros served as Archbishop of Boston from 1970 until 1983.

mailto:frjim@ccgronline.com
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE
_____________________

God So Loved the World

BY FATHER JIM

In the Gospel of John (3:16-17), we read: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life. For God did not 
send his Son into the world to condemn the world but that the world might be saved through him.” 
This powerful proclamation of God’s love and mercy appears on countless t-shirts, billboards, and 
bumper stickers. But do we ever pause and pray with these words? Do we ever consider what the 
Lord is really saying to us and to all people who walk this earth?

Pope Francis (1936-2025) loved this passage. He believed that it should be read and re-read often 
because it captures the entirety of the gospel message. The Holy Father once said: “This dialogue 
between Jesus and Nicodemus is a true treatise on theology. Here is everything: kerygma, catech-
esis, theological reflection, and parenesis. Everything is here!” 

Pope Francis reminds us that this passage professes an essential truth, provides food for thought, 
and calls us to believe and follow the Lord by sharing his love and mercy with the world. At the 
same time, we honor the Lord’s great sacrifice beneath the shadow of a cross. God’s great gift of 
salvation through his Son is a gift that involves pain and suffering and humiliation.

As individuals, we may not be called to suffer. We are all called, however, to stand in solidarity 
with those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Each time we pray before the Cross, adore the Eu-
charist, or receive Holy Communion, we encounter the Crucified Christ who is given to us, suffers 
for us, and redeems us by his sacrifice. It is a gift of boundless love and mercy that endures the 
cross, transcends the cross, and ultimately triumphs over the cross. 

This victory over suffering does not diminish the suffering that occurs all around us. Each day, we 
are confronted with the trials and tribulations of our brothers and sisters. A young disciple with 
brain cancer. An elderly disciple with blood cancer. Politicians joking about executing criminal sus-
pects without a trial or legal representation. Hundreds of factory workers arrested simply because 
of the color of their skin. Each day, our hearts break over some new form of pain and suffering.

In a recent reflection on this gospel passage, Mariann Edgar Budde, the Episcopal Bishop of Wash-
ington, said: “Pay attention to what breaks your heart...For in that pain there may be a call to action, 
something that God needs you to do.” This call to action may take the form of a fast, a prayer or a 
protest. It may take the form of sending a card, sharing groceries or a home cooked meal, or offer-
ing a kind word or helping hand to someone in need. 

Bishop Budde also said: “How I wish that we had the capacity to address all of these needs with the 
dedication and sacrifice they deserve. But this I know: we are called, as a body, in ways that defy 
human understanding, to show up, love our neighbor, and work for justice. The work can feel im-
possible. Yet through Christ and with the encouragement...of one another, we can, and are, making 
a difference for good in the world.” In short, to know Christ is to know and respond to suffering.

Ultimately, our prayers and good works bring us back to the cross, to the ultimate sacrifice, and to 
the Lord who loves us beyond measure, beyond every border, beyond all of our best intentions. 
And our humble efforts bring us back to God, who intervenes in our history; who calls us to believe 
and act; who loves the world so much that he sacrifices his greatest treasure for our sake.
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE
_____________________

Our Lady of Good Voyage
Fall Yard Sale

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH

Since 1944, Our Lady’s Guild has worked to build com-
munity among women of all ages in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Parish through prayer, good works, social activi-
ties, and fundraising events.

All friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners of the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport are invit-
ed to join the Guild for a Fall Yard Sale on Saturday, Sep-
tember 27th from 9:00am until 12:00pm in Our Lady’s 
Hall. Muffins, coffee, and tea will be offered for sale. In 
addition, the yard sale will feature numerous raffles and 
sale tables for browsing and buying. All proceeds will 
benefit Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish.

For more information about Our Lady’s Guild and its 
good work in our parish, please contact Beth Fosberry at 
jcbf33@yahoo.com or leave a message at 978-790-0196. 
Please join us! Bring a friend! Bring your family! New 
members and volunteers are always welcome! 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society
Special Fall Collection

WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 27TH & 28TH

Following in the footsteps of its patron and inspiration, 
the Saint Vincent de Paul Society is a fraternity of men 
and women that offers person-to-person service to local 
families and individuals in need.

During the weekend of September 27th and 28th, the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport will spon-
sor a Special Fall Collection at all Weekend Masses to 
benefit the Saint Vincent de Paul Society. All donations 
will go directly to assist the poor in our community.

For more information about the Saint Vincent de Paul 
Society and its good work in our parishes and communi-
ty at large, please contact Harry Miller at 978-281-8672 or 
Robert Weeks at svdpmember1@gmail.com. New mem-
bers and volunteers are always welcome! Thank you for 
your ongoing support for the Saint Vincent de Paul Socie-
ty! May God bless you and your family!

CALL TO PRAYER
_____________________

On the Wings of Angels

BY BROTHER PATRICK

As we begin the fourth week of Saint Michael’s Lent, Fa-
ther Jim and I have received numerous requests from 
friends and fellow parishioners about whether it’s too late 
to join our prayers and fasting for Pope Leo XIV’s inten-
tion of an increase of peace, truth, and justice in our suf-
fering world. The answer, of course, is that it is never too 
late to begin praying!

In this spirit, all are invited to join us in fasting from meat, 
sugar, and alcohol; and from speaking (except when nec-
essary from sunset until sunrise); and in praying the An-
gelus at 12:00pm, Psalm 77 at 3:00pm, and the following 
prayer for the intercession of Saint Michael at 6:00pm:

A PRAYER TO SAINT MICHAEL
FOR THE INTENTIONS OF PEACE, TRUTH & JUSTICE

Saint Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle;

be our defense against the wickedness
and snares of the devil.

May God rebuke him, we humbly pray;
and may you, O prince of the heavenly host,

by the power of God,
thrust into hell Satan and all other evil spirits

who prowl about the world
for the ruin of souls. Amen.

Needless to say, we should pray and fast as we are able! 
No one should fast in a way that endangers their health or 
well-being! No one should feel discouraged or excluded if 
they are not able to join in the fast! But everyone can pray 
with us! Even though our praying and fasting may be im-
perfect, the Poor Christ hears them perfectly and embrac-
es our small sacrifices with love, mercy, and gratitude!

Every prayer and every day of fasting is carried to heaven 
on the wings of angels! Every prayer is heard and an-
swered by the Good Shepherd! Thank you for your pray-
ers and support! May God bless you! May the Lord give 
you peace! Saint Michael, pray for us and protect us!

mailto:jcbf33@yahoo.com
mailto:svdpmember1@gmail.com
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE
_____________________

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 6TH & 7TH

Holy Family Parish

Offertory   $5,205
Electronic   $1,825
Total                 $7,030

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory   $3,445
Electronic      $629
Total   $4,074

Thank you for your generous support 
for Holy Family Parish 

& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

We Share!

GENEROSITY ENLARGES THE HEART.
POPE FRANCIS

Electronic giving has become an essential component of 
parish support in the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport; and it is available in both Holy Family Par-
ish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. It is safe and 
easy to make online donations to your home parish using 
a credit card, debit card, or electronic check. 

Donations can be made on a weekly, monthly, or one-
time-only basis; and it takes just a few minutes to set up a 
secure personal account. In additional to the weekly of-
fering, you can also give electronically to the all-
important Grand Annual Collections and our restoration 
funds which helps us plan for the repair and mainte-
nance of our historic churches and parish buildings.

Due to rising costs of insurance, utilities, and winter 
snow and ice removal, Holy Family Parish and Our Lady 
of Good Voyage Parish need your support more than 
ever! So, please prayerfully consider enrolling in our elec-
tronic giving program! Please give what you can!

For more information about creating a new account or 
assistance with an existing account, please contact Father 
Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Thank you 
for your generous support! Peace and blessings to all!

CALL TO COMMUNION
_____________________

First Holy Communion Preparation
Faith & Family Mass

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 21ST

The Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport offers 
a creative and innovative way for children to prepare for 
the Sacraments of Reconciliation (Confession) and Eucha-
rist (First Holy Communion). Our program is designed to 
prepare both our young disciples and their parents for the 
sacraments; encourage lifelong relationships with Jesus 
and the Catholic Church; and help each family grow to-
gether in prayer, fellowship, and service.

First, we invite all families with children to attend any one 
of our weekend Masses. Second, all students and their 
parents or guardians are asked to attend seven Young Dis-
ciples Workshops in Our Lady’s School and seven Faith & 
Family Workshops in Our Lady’s Church.

At the Young Disciples Workshops, our students will 
gather with Betsy Works and a team of dedicated cate-
chists to learn about the sacraments, teachings, and tradi-
tions of the Catholic Church. At the Faith & Family Work-
shops, Father Jim will lead the whole family in sessions 
that focus on the sacraments and their foundations in the 
sacred scriptures.

At both workshops, our young disciples and their parents 
will learn about the Bible, the Mass, the Eucharist, and the 
meanings of mercy, penance, and reconciliation by read-
ing children’s literature and engaging in hands on activi-
ties like arts and crafts, food and music, and prayer.

All children, beginning in the second grade, are invited to 
participate in our program! All families are encouraged to 
attend a Faith & Family Meeting on Sunday, September 
21st at 11:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church, fol-
lowed by Mass at 11:45am.

For more information, please contact Betsy Works at 978-
281-4820 or bworks@ccgronline.com. Please pray for all of 
our young disciples and their families! All are invited! All 
are welcome! Peace and blessings to all!

mailto:frjim@ccgronline.com
mailto:bworks@ccgronline.com
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS
_____________________

September 13 — September 21

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS
_____________________

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR HOME PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary 
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested 
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25 
per week. For the week of Sunday, September 14th, dona-
tions were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Thomas Pratt
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church

In Memory of the Murphy Family
Sanctuary Gifts· Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Stephanie Ann Rotondo
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Charles Pratt
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of Alfredo & Berta Silva
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of the Bouchie Family
Sanctuary Gifts· Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of Antonio Viviano
Sanctuary Candle· Chapel of the Archangels

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary 
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in 
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank 
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM  FROM POPE LEO XIV

Where others have sown distrust, we choose trust.
Where others might foster fear,

we strive for understanding.
Where others view differences as barriers,

we recognize them as avenues of mutual enrichment.

Pope Leo XIV
September 9, 2025

Saturday, September 13 Vigil· Exaltation of the Holy Cross

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Thomas & Charles Pratt

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Elja Piscitello

Sunday, September 14 Exaltation of the Holy Cross

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Benjamin Luke Asaro

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Charles & Mary Works

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Bobby Donfield

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Stefano Adelfio

Ordinary Time

September 17 at 5:30pm
Our Lady’s Church Alex & Tina Borge

September 18 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Michael Stuart

September 19 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church All Souls in Purgatory

Saturday, September 20 Vigil· Twenty-Fifth Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church The Brandt Family

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Christopher Dailey

Sunday, September 21 Twenty-Fifth Sunday

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church John Orlando

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Jennie Interrante

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Marianne St. Pierre

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Jordyn Bettencourt

mailto:office@ccgronline.com


For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951

Greely Funeral Home

212 Washington Street, 
Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-0698

&   CREMATION SERVICE

“Serving Cape Ann families since 1884”
Steve Lambert Jr.  •  Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

Preferredautobody@outlook.com
7 Pond Road • Gloucester, MA 01930

978.283.2008

Preferred Auto Body

For information about our services, pricing, and
pre-planning options, contact us at
info@campbellfuneral.com

61 Middle Street, Gloucester
(978) 283-0884

www.compbellfuneral.com

PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

Danvers Ford
“Where Customers Become Friends”

The Guinee Family

106 Sylvan Street, Danvers • 978-774-0727
SALES • SERVICE • BODY SHOP • RENTALS

www.phpaintcompany.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING

978-473-3496

DESIGNER CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT GROUP INC

We Craft Your Vision!

Architectural Design | Planning | Construction

Call us today 

857-233-1293
www.designerconstructiongroup.com

Burials at Sea

Private Service
A Meaningful Tradition 

to Honor Loved Ones

Sailing from Gloucester Harbor

Contact us @

CapeAnnHarbortours.com

Or call us @ 978-290-2785

• Serene & Peaceful Setting
• Sacred Consecrated Ground
• Financing Available
• Cremation Options Available
Call today for your FREE
Pre-Planning Guide
781-322-6300
www.ccemetery.org

LOBSTER
IN-THE-ROUGH
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Your gift helps care for the 
health and well-being of 
priests in good standing.

    S U P P O R T  O U R  P R I E S T S  T H I S  S E P T E M B E R !

clergytrust.org

GIVE TODAY 
VIA THE 

QR CODE

Be prepared before the next power outage.

mailto:Preferredautobody@outlook.com
mailto:info@campbellfuneral.com
www.compbellfuneral.com
www.phpaintcompany.com
www.designerconstructiongroup.com
www.ccemetery.org
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Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets.

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Bridget E. Murray, Esq

MOUNT PLEASANT 
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

N I C A S T R O

mountpleasantmemorials.com978.283.7841
150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester

Across from Calvary Cemetery

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service. 
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

Whitmarsh Lock & Safe

Locksmith Since 1913
800-696-1913 Historic Preservation

Decorative Hardware
High Security Locks

Free Estimates

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Services

GLOVER'S
FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service

for over 50 years

978-283-3940

978-283-8200
BankGloucester.com

LET’STALKABOUT
Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

Business Banking
Commercial Lending
Merchant Services

AUTO REPAIR & ALIGNMENT

978.281.4909

Rob Madruga
5 Pond Road
Gloucester
MA 01930

Complete Collision Work • Insurance Estimates
16 Mansfield Street, Gloucester, MA  01930

978-283-3829 • sullysautobody@gmail.com

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975

John Tuomivirta
Tel: 978-283-3829 • Fax: 978-283-2407Te 07

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

Phone 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060

A Locally Owned Small 
Animal Practice Serving 
the North Shore

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM

info@nsvets.com
www.nsvets.com

Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

www.destinossubs.comwww.destinossubs.com

Full Breakfast Lunch Dinner and Catering
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Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100( )

Michele Allison-Elwell
Real Estate Consult and Property Management

978-766-8041 | Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com

Serving Cape Ann for 20 years
Marketing & Purchasing

John Veneziano
Broker Owner/Parishioner

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

Serving MA, NH & ME

617-840-5499

Homemakers | HHAs 
Online & On-site Training 

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

978-281-1001
abchhp.com/apply-online

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester

978-283-3383 • www.jimsbagels.com

Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - 6pm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm 

(978) 281-3266
www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com

32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester
Kari Keane, Realtor®

kari@jbarrettrealty.com

171 Main Street, Gloucester, MA 01930
201-394-9630

Keep It In 
Cape Ann

www.capeannsavings.bank

978-283-0246

handymjbpainting@gmail.com

978-290-0537

HANDYMAN & HANDYMAN & 

JB PAINTINGJB PAINTING

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771
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