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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE
_____________________

The Gospel from Exile

BY YOLANDA CHÁVEZ

No exile begins at the airport. It begins much earlier, when the soul senses that 
something beloved is about to be stripped away.

For more than thirty years, I lived in Los Angeles. There, I formed my family, my 
ministry, and my community. There, I grew among migrant catechists, women of 
faith, who with tired hands, taught God’s tenderness to new generations. There, I 
discovered my vocation as a theologian, accompanying those who live between two 
worlds. But one day, the country that had for so long been my home closed its door 
on me. I received the order of deportation, and with it, a silence so deep it could 
only turn into prayer.

On the day they came looking for me, I wasn’t home; the agents were received by 
my son. They informed him that I had to leave the country — and that they would 
return to ensure that I did. No documents were signed, no words of comfort were 
offered, only the cold presence of a threat that crossed the threshold of our home. 
When my son told me, his voice trembled.

That night, I realized that staying would mean placing that weight on the shoulders 
of those I love most. So I decided to leave, not out of fear, but out of love, so that my 
children would not have to bear the shame or terror so many migrant families 
know. It was a farewell without an airport: a domestic exodus, the beginning of my 
inner exile. The return to Mexico was a journey without maps. I packed three dec-
ades of life into a few suitcases. I left behind my husband, my adult children, and 
my sisters in ministry. I left the house where my dreams had taken root.

I returned to a land both familiar and strange. The streets spoke to me with an an-
cient accent, but my soul had changed. I was sent back to the starting point to un-
derstand everything anew. At first, it felt as if the ground beneath me had dis-
solved; I didn’t fully belong here or there. Yet in that emptiness, something new 
began to take root: a deeper faith, stripped of certainties. I learned that uprooting is 
not only a loss, it is also a revelation.

In the midst of confusion, God spoke to me differently, without temple, without 
platform, without microphone, only with the obstinate presence of silence. In that 
silence, I came to understand that exile is not only a geographic place, but a spiritu-
al condition. Anyone who has had to release a life, a certainty, or a familiar land has 
also passed through their own inner exile.

I discovered that authentic faith is nourished not by stability, but by trust. I remem-
bered Mary hurrying to the mountain; Ruth walking behind Naomi; Hagar in the 
desert hearing her name spoken by God. All of them experienced loss as a sacred 
threshold. And I understood that the Gospel, when lived from the margins, be-
comes a seed of radical hope. Where the world says ‘failure’, God says ‘flourishing.’

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE
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In the solitude of return, that promise began to pulse in me: the certainty that faith 
can be reborn even among ruins, and that every displaced, misunderstood, or 
wounded person carries within her a revelation of God that the world — and the 
church — still needs to hear.

I have seen how current immigration policy has become a desert wherein human 
dignity evaporates. People who for years have worked, prayed, and served quietly 
are suddenly treated as threats. The system that deports those who sustain the daily 
life of communities through their labor and faith wounds not just bodies, but also 
souls. When power decides who is allowed to stay and who is ordered to disappear, 
Jesus is crucified once again at the margins. And yet, even there, hope rises.

There is something I have heard for years from the lips of migrant women: The 
Gospel blooms amid uprootedness. I have seen it in the faces of those who serve the 
church without recognition, in the mothers who pray in low voices while their sons 
are hunted like criminals because of their brown faces, in the catechists who prepare 
lessons after cleaning other people’s houses. In each, I have discovered that faith 
does not need stability to be fruitful. That truth, which I had so often helped others 
to name, became my own.

From Mexico, I continue accompanying my migrant sisters — now through online 
gatherings and retreats. Our conversations are a liturgy woven of nostalgia, re-
sistance, and hope. They, with their quiet wisdom, remind me that God carries no 
passport and knows no borders: God travels with God’s people, crosses walls, and 
dwells wherever love is welcomed.

My exile has become my altar. I did not seek it, but it has returned to me the heart 
of the Gospel, one not preached from power but from fragility. God did not bring 
me back to close a story, but to continue it from another land. I still believe in the 
God who crosses borders, in the God who remains with those who remain. And in 
this new stage, more interior than geographical, I discover that returning after dec-
ades is always a way of departing, that the promise remains alive in those who 
choose to believe even when everything seems lost. “The Lord will guard your go-
ing out and your coming in, from this time forth and forevermore (Psalm 121:8).”

About the Author: Yolanda Chávez is a Catholic theologian and doctor of ministry 
candidate at Fuller Theological Seminary. With more than twenty years of experi-
ence, she specializes in contextual and inclusive theology, focusing on migrant spir-
ituality. Despite her self-deportation, she continues to lead formation and accompa-
niment projects in Hispanic communities.

Pastor’s Note: This essay is reprinted here with permission from NCR Publishing 
Company. We are deeply grateful for allowing us to share this compelling reflection 
with our friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners. Founded in 1964, the National 
Catholic Reporter (NCR) is published biweekly and focuses on issues related to the 
Catholic Church around the world. Check it out at ncronline.com!
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Saint Vincent de Paul Society

NOW MORE THAN EVER,
WE NEED YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization that is dedicated to responding to any request 
from any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann, 
we work through Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish to serve the poor and the needy. 
Help us help others! Donations can be pushed through 
the mail slot in the parish office, dropped in the collection 
basket at any Weekend Mass, or mailed to:

Saint Vincent de Paul Society
74 Pleasant Street

Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930

New members and volunteers are always welcome! For 
more information about the Saint Vincent de Paul Society 
and its good work in our parishes and hometowns, 
please contact Harry Miller at 978-281-8672 or Robert 
Weeks at svdpmember1@gmail.com. If you or someone 
you know needs our help, please call 978-281-8672. 
Thank you for your generous support for the Saint Vin-
cent de Paul Society! May God bless you!

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

OUR CLOTHES CLOSET
OPEN SECOND, THIRD & FOURTH SATURDAYS

The Saint Vincent de Paul Clothes Closet is open for busi-
ness in Saint Ann Church Hall on the second, third, and 
fourth Saturdays of every month from 9:00am until 
12:00pm. All friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners 
are welcome to drop by and check out the Clothes Closet 
by entering through the Pleasant Street doors of Saint 
Ann Church Hall.

Donations of gently worn clothing and shoes are grateful-
ly accepted during our regular hours and in the bin locat-
ed in the Saint Ann School parking lot. Please note that 
we cannot accept donations of books, toys, or household 
items. For more information about the Saint Vincent de 
Paul Clothes Closet, please contact Bridget Nelligan at 
781-572-4752 or Cathy Kyrouz at 978-290-1756. As al-
ways, thank you for your generous support! 

SHARING GOD’S LOVE
_____________________

First Penance & Reconciliation

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH AT 9:00AM

As a new year begins, fifty-seven young disciples from 
Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish 
are preparing for First Holy Communion. As part of their 
ongoing formation to receive the Body & Blood of Christ, 
these young fellow parishioners will soon participate in 
the Sacrament of Penance & Reconciliation (Confession) 
for the first time.

This celebration is an important milestone in every child’s 
faith journey. It teaches them and reminds us all about the 
importance of conscience, forgiveness, humility, and 
God’s boundless gifts of love, mercy, and friendship. As 
our young disciples make their first confession, we en-
trust them into God’s loving care:

All good and gracious God,
help our children to be kind and patient.

Do not let pride or envy take root in their hearts.
Keep them from being angry and hateful.

Help them to forgive others
and to let go of grudges and rivalries.

Help our children preserve family ties,
love each other, hope for the future,

and build up their community
in prayer, fellowship, and service.

We make this prayer through Christ Jesus,
our Risen Lord and Savior. Amen.

Our celebration of First Penance & Reconciliation is 
scheduled for Saturday, January 24th at 9:00am in Our 
Lady of Good Voyage Church. For more information 
about youth faith formation in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Betsy Works at 978-
281-4820 or bworks@ccgronline.com. 

As our children, godchildren, and grandchildren continue 
to prepare for the Sacraments of First Penance and First 
Eucharist, please pray for them and for their families. 
May God bless us with faith, hope, love, and true happi-
ness throughout the new year! Peace and blessings to all!

mailto:svdpmember1@gmail.com
mailto:bworks@ccgronline.com
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Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF JANUARY 10TH & 11TH

Holy Family Parish

Offertory   $5,135
Electronic   $3,947
Total                 $9,082

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory   $3,347
Electronic      $822
Total   $4,196

Thank you for your generous support 
for Holy Family Parish 

& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

We Share!

IT IS IN GIVING THAT WE RECEIVE.
PRAYER OF SAINT FRANCIS

Electronic giving has become an essential component of 
parish support in the Catholic Community of Gloucester 
& Rockport; and it is available in both Holy Family Par-
ish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. It is safe and 
easy to make online donations to your home parish using 
a credit card, debit card, or electronic check. 

Donations can be made on a weekly, monthly, or one-
time-only basis; and it takes just a few minutes to set up a 
secure personal account. In additional to the weekly of-
fering, you can also give electronically to our church res-
toration funds which helps us plan for the repair and 
maintenance of our beloved and historic churches.

Now more than ever, Holy Family Parish and Our Lady 
of Good Voyage Parish need your generous support! 
Please prayerfully consider enrolling in our electronic 
giving program! For more information, please contact 
Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. 
Thank you! Peace, blessings to all! 

POOR MAN OF GOD
An Assisi Project Podcast

Jubilee of Saint Francis of Assisi 
assisiproject.com

CALL TO PRAYER
_____________________

Sacrament of Confirmation

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH AT 4:00PM

Along with Baptism and Eucharist, Confirmation is one of 
the three Sacraments of Initiation in the Roman Catholic 
Church. The Sacrament of Confirmation completes the 
grace of Baptism through the outpouring of the Seven 
Gifts of the Holy Spirit: Courage, Knowledge, Wisdom, 
Reverence, Right Judgment, Understanding, and Wonder 
& Awe of the Lord.

These powerful gifts seal or confirm the mystical union 
between Jesus and the candidates. These precious gifts 
also prepare the candidates to actively participate in the 
prayer, fellowship, and service of God’s family in their 
home parish and beyond.

This year, sixty-four students from Holy Family Parish 
and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish have completed the 
requirements of our Confirmation Preparation Program. 
During the past two years, they prayed together, attended 
Mass together, and completed a rigorous journey of for-
mation as a community of young disciples. They are now 
well-prepared to publicly renew their baptismal vows, 
profess their faith, and live as faithful and faith-filled 
Catholic Christians.

The Very Reverend Brian Flynn, Episcopal Vicar for the 
North Region of the Archdiocese of Boston, will join us as 
special guest celebrant and homilist for our annual cele-
brations of the Sacrament of Confirmation on Saturday, 
January 24th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann Church and on Sat-
urday, February 14th at 10:00am in Our Lady of Good 
Voyage Church. Welcome to the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, Father Brian!

As we make ready for these celebrations, please pray for 
all of our candidates, sponsors, parents, and catechists. In 
a special way, we pray in thanksgiving for Betsy Works, 
Associate Minister of Youth Faith Formation, for her good 
work, dedication, and creative spirit. Peace, blessings, and 
congratulations to all! Come, Holy Spirit! Enkindle in us 
the fire of your love!

mailto:frjim@ccgronline.com
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS
_____________________

January 17 — January 25

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS
_____________________

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR HOME PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary 
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested 
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25 
per week. For the week of Sunday, January 18th, dona-
tions were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Peggy Elwell
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Catherine Sanford
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of John & Mary Garvey
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of Alex & Tina Borge
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of Teresa M. Murphy
Sanctuary Gifts· Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of Emma Tarantino
Sanctuary Flowers· Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of Piedad Usuga Mazo
Sanctuary Candle· Chapel of the Archangels

In Memory of Genry Guillén
Pope Francis Candle· Our Lady of Good Voyage

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary 
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in 
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank 
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM POPE LEO XIV

Every migrant is a person,
and as such, has inalienable rights

that must be respected.

Address to Diplomats - January 9, 2026

Saturday, January 17 Vigil· Second Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Sara Jean Tarr

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Sebastian Moceri

Sunday, January 18 Second Sunday

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church John Feeney

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Cheryl Doucette

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Nicolo Sanfilippo

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Alex & Tina Borge

Ordinary Time

January 21 at 5:30pm
Our Lady’s Church Tony Saputo

January 22 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Merline J. Hunt Jr.

January 23 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church John & Mary Garvey

Saturday, January 24 Vigil· Third Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Gail Pratt

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Lucia & Giuseppe Groppo

Sunday, January 25 Third Sunday

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Kathleen Wheaton

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Daniel Wholley

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Nancy Ciaraldi

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Rosa Figueiredo

mailto:office@ccgronline.com
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Greely Funeral Home

212 Washington Street, 
Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-0698

&   CREMATION SERVICE

“Serving Cape Ann families since 1884”
Steve Lambert Jr.  •  Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

Preferredautobody@outlook.com
7 Pond Road • Gloucester, MA 01930

978.283.2008

Preferred Auto Body

For information about our services, pricing, and
pre-planning options, contact us at
info@campbellfuneral.com

61 Middle Street, Gloucester
(978) 283-0884

www.compbellfuneral.com

PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

Danvers Ford
“Where Customers Become Friends”

The Guinee Family

106 Sylvan Street, Danvers • 978-774-0727
SALES • SERVICE • BODY SHOP • RENTALS

LOBSTER
IN-THE-ROUGH
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

• Serene & Peaceful Setting
• Sacred Consecrated Ground
• Financing Available
• Cremation Options Available
Call today for your FREE
Pre-Planning Guide
781-322-6300 www.ccemetery.org

Memorial Ads
Available 617-779-3771

Be prepared before the next power outage.

to schedule your free quote!

Better Shelves. 
Custom Solutions.
Say goodbye to clutter and frustration–wherever it lives. 
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms, 
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible 
storage to every space in your home.

Schedule Now by Calling 
1-855-625-9032

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at 
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. 

EXP 1/31/2026. MA HIC License #165040

FREE EXPERT 
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A 
$250 VALUE

Please Patronize our Sponsors They make this Bulletin Possible

mailto:Preferredautobody@outlook.com
mailto:info@campbellfuneral.com
www.compbellfuneral.com
www.ccemetery.org
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Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets.

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Bridget E. Murray, Esq

MOUNT PLEASANT 
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

N I C A S T R O

mountpleasantmemorials.com978.283.7841
150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester

Across from Calvary Cemetery

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service. 
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

Whitmarsh Lock & Safe

Locksmith Since 1913
800-696-1913 Historic Preservation

Decorative Hardware
High Security Locks

Free Estimates

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Services

GLOVER'S
FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service

for over 50 years

978-283-3940

978-283-8200
BankGloucester.com

LET’STALKABOUT
Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

Business Banking
Commercial Lending
Merchant Services

AUTO REPAIR & ALIGNMENT

978.281.4909

Rob Madruga
5 Pond Road
Gloucester
MA 01930

Complete Collision Work • Insurance Estimates
16 Mansfield Street, Gloucester, MA  01930

978-283-3829 • sullysautobody@gmail.com

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975

John Tuomivirta
Tel: 978-283-3829 • Fax: 978-283-2407Te 07

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

Phone 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060

A Locally Owned Small 
Animal Practice Serving 
the North Shore

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM

info@nsvets.com
www.nsvets.com

Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

www.destinossubs.comwww.destinossubs.com

Full Breakfast Lunch Dinner and Catering
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F ll B kf L h Di d C i

Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100( )

Michele Allison-Elwell
Real Estate Consult and Property Management

978-766-8041 | Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com

Serving Cape Ann for 20 years
Marketing & Purchasing

John Veneziano
Broker Owner/Parishioner

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

Serving MA, NH & ME

617-840-5499

Homemakers | HHAs 
Online & On-site Training 

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

978-281-1001
abchhp.com/apply-online

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester

978-283-3383 • www.jimsbagels.com

Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - 6pm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm 

(978) 281-3266
www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com

32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

Keep It In 
Cape Ann

www.capeannsavings.bank

978-283-0246

handymjbpainting@gmail.com

978-290-0537

HANDYMAN & HANDYMAN & 

JB PAINTINGJB PAINTING

Pete the Painter
15% OFF

Labor Cost for 
Jan & Feb. 

978-559-9365 

www.petemartinthepainter.com

Winter 
Blues 
Sale

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

25 Main Street, Rockport, MA
978-546-3775978-546-3775

www.bracketts.com

Brother’s 
Brew Cafe

mailto:bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com
mailto:sullysautobody@gmail.com
mailto:sullysautobody@gmail.com
mailto:info@nsvets.com
mailto:Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com
mailto:Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com
mailto:johneveneziano@gmail.com
mailto:johneveneziano@gmail.com
mailto:info@glourental.com
mailto:info@glourental.com
mailto:info@glourental.com
mailto:handymjbpainting@gmail.com
mailto:handymjbpainting@gmail.com
www.nsvets.com
www.dwewswtin.doessstuinboss.csoumbs.com
www.dwewswtin.doessstuinboss.csoumbs.com
www.jimsbagels.com
www.glourental.com
www.glourental.com
www.glourental.com
www.capeannsavings.bank
www.petemartinthepainter.com
www.petemartinthepainter.com
www.petemartinthepainter.com
www.petemartinthepainter.com
www.bracketts.com
www.bracketts.com

