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JUBILEE OF SAINT FRANCIS

The Assisi Project
Franciscan Virtues - Empathy

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH AT 8:00AM

This year marks the 800th Anniversary of the Life & Transitus of Saint Francis of
Assisi. In commemoration of this important milestone, Pope Leo XIV has declared a
Special Jubilee Year which has inspired us to focus many of our adult faith for-
mation programs on the Poor Man of Assisi. In this spirit, the Assisi Project is going
back to the basics, back to the life and good example of our patron saint and his first
followers who live the Gospel in thought, word, and deed.

All friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners of the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join us on Saturday, February 7th at 8:00am in
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church for a two hour mini-retreat that includes Holy
Mass, a reflection by Father Jim and Brother Patrick, and a period of prayer and
faith sharing. We will continue our reading and discussion of an amazing book
called Franciscan Virtues: Fifty-Two Steps to Conversion.

This beautiful but spiritually challenging little book contains a brief weekly medita-
tion on the virtues practiced by Saint Francis of Assisi and the saints and sinners
who have tried to follow in his footsteps during the past eight centuries. In recent
weeks, we have been reading about the virtues of detachment, discernment, eager-
ness, and empathy. But our focus will be primarily on empathy.

Founded in 2007 by Father Jim and Brother Patrick, the Assisi Project is a Fellowship
of Franciscans in Spirit with friends and followers around the world. We are dedi-
cated to helping believers of all ages and backgrounds more faithfully live the Good
News of the Poor Christ in the spirit of Saint Francis and Saint Clare of Assisi. We
are also dedicated to promoting a devotion to Pope Francis (1936-2025) as a patron
of peace, mercy, and fraternity in our suffering world.

For more information about the Assisi Project and its good work in our parishes,
please contact Brother Patrick at 978-281-4820 or brpatrick@assisiproject.com. Please
join us! Bring a friend! All are welcome! May God bless you! May the Lord give you
peace! Saint Francis of Assisi, pray for us! Saint Clare of Assisi, pray for us! Our La-
dy of the Angels, pray for us! Pope Francis, pray for us!

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM SAINT FRANCIS

When you see a poor person, you are looking at a mirror
of the Lord and his poor mother.
So, too, in the sick you are contemplating the infirmities
the Lord took upon himself for us.
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Our Grand Annual Collections

BY FATHER JIM

Being a priest and pastor has its moments. Both joys and challenges. Joys like hear-
ing the cry of an infant when holy water is poured on their forehead at Baptism. Joys
like teaching our young disciples to sing This Little Light of Mine as they prepare for
First Holy Communion. Joys like inspiring our Confirmation Candidates to open
their hearts to the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Joys like hearing a young couple exchange
vows at their wedding. Joys like consoling a homebound neighbor as we celebrate
the Sacrament of the Sick. So many joys with so many people over so many years.

With these joys come challenges, especially about finances. While the seminary fac-
ulty focused on theology and pastoral ministry in preparing me for priesthood, bal-
ancing budgets continues to be a learning experience. No one at the seminary taught
me and my brother seminarians about payroll, insurance, peeling paint, roof repairs,
cracked furnace pipes, skyrocketing utility bills, and all that comes with care for our
sacred spaces and parish buildings.

In addition to rising costs for basic necessities, we are always watching the weather
with worries about high winds, heavy snows, and torrential rains. These conditions
cause havoc with our parish budgets. Meanwhile, our pastoral team and senior
priests must be paid and offered benefits. Although our staff is small compared with
other collaboratives, we work tirelessly with our volunteers and limited resources to
provide inspiring music and creative programs for parishioners of all ages.

Needless to say, we do all we can to control costs. But the short and long-term finan-
cial security of our parishes is in our hands. We are solely responsible for our own
fundraising and for paying our own bills. Our beloved parishes were built by gener-
ations of faithful and hardworking men and women. The future now depends en-
tirely on parishioners like you and me. It’s all up to us!

Each year, the Grand Annual Collections bridge the gap between our weekly gifts
and the overall costs of parish operations. In Holy Family Parish, our overall goal is
to raise $80,000 by the end of the fiscal year. Our short term goal, however, is to
raise $35,000 by the First Day of Spring on March 20th. In Our Lady of Good Voyage
Parish, our overall goal is to raise $35,000 by the end of the fiscal year. But our more
immediate goal is to raise $15,000 by March 20th.

Needless to say, I need your help! By the end of the coming week, all registered par-
ish families will receive a gift envelope that can be returned by mail, brought to the
parish office, or placed in the collection basket at any Weekend Mass. As our Grand
Annual Collections begin, we pray together that each of us, according to our means,
will give what we can to help ensure the ongoing financial stability of our parishes.

Our as journey continues, please accept my heartfelt thanks for your prayers, sup-
port, and encouragement. May God bless us with courage and perseverance to fulfill
our shared mission to live the Gospel, share God’s love and mercy, and to rebuild
the Church in our beautiful corner of the world! Peace and blessings to all!

3

JANUARY 25, 2026



INSTAGRAM: @CCGRONLINE

LIVING THE GOSPEL

Saints for All Seasons
Friends of Francis - Jacoba of Settesoli

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH AT 5:30PM

All Christians are called to holiness. All Christians are
called to be saints. A saint is a person who has lived a
courageous and virtuous life; a life lived for God; a life
lived for others; a life worthy to be imitated by others.
Pope Leo XIV proclaims: “The lives of the saints teach us
that it is possible to live passionately amidst the complexi-
ties of the present time without neglecting [Saint Paul’s]
mandate to ‘shine like stars in the world.””

This year, the Catholic Church celebrates the 800th Anni-
versary of the Life & Transitus of Saint Francis of Assisi
(1226-2026). As part of our commemoration of this Jubilee
Year, we look not just to Francis, but to the friends who
knew him best: the holy men and women who sought to
follow in his footsteps; the shining stars who sought to
live the Gospel of Christ in thought, word, and deed.

In this spirit, all are invited to join Father Jim and Brother
Patrick for our next Saints for All Seasons Mini-Retreat
beginning with Holy Mass on Wednesday, February 4th
at 5:30pm in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. After
Mass and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Brother
Patrick will offer a reflection on Blessed Jacoba of Settesoli
(1190-1273), one of the dearest friends and first followers
of the Poor Man of Assisi.

Following our reflection, we will pray the Franciscan Ro-
sary and Father Jim will celebrate the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation (for those who feel called to confession). This spe-
cial evening of prayer and devotion will conclude with
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament and veneration of a
relic of Saint Francis of Assisi.

For more information, please contact Brother Patrick at
978-281-4820 or brpatrick@ccgronline.com. Please join us!
Bring a friend! All are invited! All are welcome! Saint
Francis of Assisi, pray for us! Saint Clare of Assisi, pray
for us! Our Lady of the Angels, pray for us! May God
bless you! May the Lord give you peace!

ORDINARY TIME

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

On the Day of Midian
A Meditation on Sunday Scripture
BY BROTHER PATRICK

For the yoke that burdened them,
the pole on their shoulder,

and the rod of their taskmaster you have smashed,

as on the day of Midian (Isaiah 9:3).

On the Day of Midian,
we will fall to our knees and pray
for the strength and courage
to trust in God’s power,
to believe in God’s mercy.

On the Day of Midian,
we will rise and stand firm
for peace among all peoples,
for truth from our leaders,
and for the justice that is dignity
for every child under heaven.

On the Day of Midian,
we will come together as one people,
as brothers and sisters
united by faith and fraternity
to confront the darkness,
to dispel its cursed shadows.

On the Day of Midian,
we will walk together with courage:
certain of God’s closeness,
confident in God’s compassion,
trusting in God’s tenderness for all.

On the Day of Midian,
we will finally find our fulfillment
not in anger, not in hatred, not in division,
but in the Love and Light of Christ,
who is our God and our all.

On the Day of Midian,
our Lord will rescue us,
our Savior will deliver us,
our Redeemer will lead us beyond time
in faith, hope, and love
forever and always. Amen.
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF JANUARY 17TH & 18TH

Holy Family Parish

$4,958
$1,005
$5,963

Offertory
Electronic
Total

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory $3,204
Electronic $892
Total $4,096

Thank you for your generous support
for Holy Family Parish
& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

We Share!

CHARITY WINS SOULS AND DRAWS THEM TO VIRTUE.
SAINT ANGELA MERICI

Electronic giving has become an essential component of
parish support in the Catholic Community of Gloucester
& Rockport; and it is available in both Holy Family Par-
ish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. It is safe and
easy to make online donations to your home parish using
a credit card, debit card, or electronic check.

Donations can be made on a weekly, monthly, or one-
time-only basis; and it takes just a few minutes to set up a
secure personal account. In additional to the weekly of-
fering, you can also give electronically to our church res-
toration funds which helps us plan for the repair and
maintenance of our beloved and historic churches.

Now more than ever, Holy Family Parish and Our Lady
of Good Voyage Parish need your generous support!
Please prayerfully consider enrolling in our electronic
giving program! For more information, please contact
Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com.
Thank you! Peace, blessings to all!

THE POPE VIDEO
God’s Word is Our Hope in Darkness
Pray with Pope Leo XIV
ccgronline.com
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LIVING THE GOSPEL

=
Sacrament of Confirmation

WELCOME, FATHER BRIAN FLYNN!

Along with Baptism and Eucharist, Confirmation is one of
the three Sacraments of Initiation in the Roman Catholic
Church. The Sacrament of Confirmation completes the
grace of Baptism through the outpouring of the Seven
Gifts of the Holy Spirit: Courage, Knowledge, Wisdom,
Reverence, Right Judgment, Understanding, and Wonder
& Awe of the Lord.

These powerful gifts seal or confirm the mystical union
between Jesus and the candidates. These precious gifts
also prepare the candidates to actively participate in the
prayer, fellowship, and service of God’s family in their
home parish and beyond.

This year, sixty-four students from Holy Family Parish
and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish have completed the
requirements of our Confirmation Preparation Program.
During the past two years, they prayed together, attended
Mass together, and completed a rigorous journey of for-
mation as a community of young disciples. They are now
well-prepared to publicly renew their baptismal vows,
profess their faith, and live as faithful and faith-filled
Catholic Christians.

The Very Reverend Brian Flynn, Episcopal Vicar for the
North Region of the Archdiocese of Boston, will join us as
special guest celebrant and homilist for our annual cele-
brations of the Sacrament of Confirmation this Saturday,
January 24th at 4:00pm in Saint Ann Church and on Sat-
urday, February 14th at 10:00am in Our Lady of Good
Voyage Church. Welcome to the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, Father Brian!

As we make ready for these celebrations, please pray for
all of our candidates, sponsors, parents, and catechists. In
a special way, we pray in thanksgiving for Betsy Works,
Associate Minister of Youth Faith Formation, for her good
work, dedication, and creative spirit. Peace, blessings, and
congratulations to all! Come, Holy Spirit! Enkindle in us
the fire of your love!
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS

January 24 — February 1

Saturday, January 24 Vigil : Third Sunday
4:00pm .
Saint Ann Church Gail Pratt
6:00pm . .
Our Lady’s Church Lucia & Giuseppe Groppo
Sunday, January 25 Third Sunday
7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Kathleen Wheaton
8:15am .
Saint Ann Church Daniel Wholley
10:00am . .
Saint Joachim Church Nancy Ciaraldi
11:45am . .
Our Lady’s Church Rosa Figueiredo
Ordinary Time
January 28 at 5:30pm .
Our Lady’s Church Alex & Tina Borge
January 29 at 8:00am . . .
Our Lady’s Church Maria Fatima Pereira
January 30 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Father Mark Noonan
Saturday, January 31 Vigil - Fourth Sunday
4:00pm . . .
Saint Ann Church Nicholas & Francis Parisi
6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Brooke Benham
Sunday, February 1 Fourth Sunday
7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Carlos M. Goulart
8:15am . .
Saint Ann Church John Michalowicz
10:00am s -
Saint Joachim Church Lillian Sanfilippo
11:45am

Our Lady’s Church

Philip P. Curcuru

ORDINARY TIME

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR HOME PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25
per week. For the week of Sunday, January 25th, dona-
tions were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Gail Pratt
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Leonardo Frisella
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Father Mark Noonan
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of John Feeney
Sanctuary Candle - Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of John Feeney
Sanctuary Gifts - Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of Catherine Sanford
Sanctuary Candle - Chapel of the Archangels

In Memory of Serawit Dejene
Pope Francis Candle - Our Lady of Good Voyage

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM POPE LEO XIV

God has a special place in his heart for those
who are discriminated against and oppressed,
and he asks us, his Church,
to make a decisive and radical choice
in favor of the weakest.

Dilexi Te - Apostolic Exhortation - 16
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& CREMATION SERVICE
“Servmg Cape Ann fam111es since 1884”

— O
212 Washmgton Street,
Gloucester, MA 01930

978- 283 0698

EI.JEB-R-ATING LIVES

Preferred Auto Body

Steve Lambert Jr. « Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

LOBSTER
IN-THE-ROUGH
ON SEVEN SEAS WHARF AT THE GLOUCESTER HOUSE

W

e

BLUE COLLAR

=<LOBSTER CO.——

Memarial Ads

Danvers Fond
ansent 7o

106 Sylvan Street, Danvers * 978-774-0727

SALES - SERVICE - BODY SHOP « RENTALS
PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

HOT BOILED LOBSTERS - LOBSTER ROLLS - FRESH OYSTERS - SHRIMP COCKTAIL
CLAM CHOWDER - CALAMARI - LIVE LOBSTERS - HARBORSIDE BAR

63 ROGERS ST, GLOUCESTER - 978-283-1812 - OPEN 7 DAYS

/A 617-779-3771

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS

THEY MAKE THIS BULLETIN POSSIBLE

&l
¥

g

Better Shelves.
Custom Solutions.

Say goodbye to clutter and frustration—wherever it lives.

From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms,
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible
storage to every space in your home.

FREE EXPERT
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A $250 VALUE

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

a heighborly company

Schedule Now by Calling

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line.
EXP 1/31/2026. MA HIC License #165040

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

@Iaﬁ;pbell

FUNERAL HOME

Cetebrating Cfiaditions and. fogacies 6y (P lanning Effhead

For information about our services, pricing, and

pre-planning options, contact us at
| | .
Y

61 Middle Street, Gloucester
(978) 283-0884
www.compbellfuneral.com

The Catholic Cemetery Aggoriation

of the Archdiocese of Boston, Inc.

info@campbellfuneral.com

Call today for your FREE
Pre-Planning Guide

www.ccemetery.org

Pilot Bulletins

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just
a generator.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 617-841-4985
to schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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Gloucester
160 Main Street

LET'STALKABOUT...

Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

BB Gy

Business Banking
Commercial Lending

Ipswich
143 High Street
Merchant Services Essex
15 Martin Street
978-283-8200

BankGloucester.com  wember Foic | Member DIF

af§

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975
John Tuomivirta

TeI 978-283-3829 « Fax: 978-283-2407
16 Mansfield St. Gloucester, MA 01930
Sullysautobody@gmail.com

*

COLDWELL BANKER

Michele Allison-Elwell

Real Estate Consult and Property Management

Serving Cape Ann for 20 years

Marketing & Purchasing

978-766-8041 | Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com

= Whitmarsh Lock & Safe
800-696-1913 Historic Preservation

Decorative Hardware
Locksmlth Stnce 1913 High SeCUl’lty Locks

Carpet « Area Rugs « Vinyl

Kee 1%

Cape Ann i o

M
Cape Ann
Savings Bank

Ceramic - Wood - Laminate

GLOVER'S

FLOOR COVERINGS, INC. :
Quality Dependable Service yearsd experience
for over 50 years - Electrical repair + Commercial

+ Residential
* Marinas
+» Generators

* Installation
* Maintenance
» Renovations

18 Whittemore St. - Gloucester
978-283-3940

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Jim’s: Bagel

& BAKE SHOPPE
Gloucarter, He

Pete the
Painter

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester
Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - épm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm

978-283-3383 « www.jimsbagels.com

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Bridget E. Murray, Esq
Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets 4

'N SVH

North Shore Veterinary Hospital
Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Fully Licensed and Insured Electricians

(978)‘283‘0750 Free Estimates

www.nobleelectriciansinc.com

@ ANDREW

REALTY SERVICES

GLOUCESTER
RENTAL CENTER

(978) 281-3266

www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com
32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

John Veneziano

Broker Owner/Parishioner

Serving MA, NH & ME
617-840-5499

040
A
ol

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

HANDYMAN, &
PAINTIY

handymjbpainting@gmail.com
978-290-0537

Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell
7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

Brother’s
Brew Cafe

A Locally Owned Small
Animal Practice Serving
the North Shore

p-

restaurant
25 Main Street, Rockport, MA
917.8-546-377/75

www.bracketts.com

PHONE 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060
info@nsvets.com

www.nsvets.com

'-J.i’\\l

MOUNT PLEASANT
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service.
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

mountpleasantmemorials.com

150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester
Across from Calvary Cemetery 978 2 8 3 784 1

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

“After a 35-year i
office career,

| find this work

very rewarding.”

l‘.lﬁ!‘!‘- 2"1.9

Desting's

GLOUCESTER MA

- Linda E., ABC Caregiver

Homemakers | HHAs
Online & On-site Training

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

Subs - Soups - Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us
Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering
Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm
We accept all Major Credit Cards

A Home
BC Healthcare

Professionals

978-281-1001

abchhp.com/apply-online

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

Like us on

www.destinossubs.com n Facebook

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

O Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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