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Ash Wednesday

The Holy Season of Lent is a time of prayer, penance, and almsgiving, during which
all Christians are called to renew their faith in preparation for the celebration of the
Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ at Easter. Lent begins on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 18th, which is a Holy Day of Prayer & Fasting for all Roman Catholics. Here in
the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, we will celebrate Mass and dis-
tribute ashes according to the following schedule:

Mass at 8:00am in Saint Joachim Church
Mass at 12:00pm in Saint Ann Church
Mass at 5:30pm in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

Members of our pastoral team will also distribute ashes from 9:30am until 11:00am
and from 2:30pm until 4:00pm in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. For more infor-
mation about Ash Wednesday and the Holy Season of Lent in Holy Family Parish
and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish, please contact Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or
frjiim@ccgronline.com. Please join us! All are welcome!

The Way of the Cross

For more than five hundred years, the Way of the Cross has been among the most
moving devotions in the Catholic Church. By uniting our humble prayers with the
Poor Christ in both words and images, we make a spiritual pilgrimage with the
Lord as he experiences the Passion of the Holy Cross.

During Lent, all friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners of the Catholic Commu-
nity of Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join us in praying the Way of the Cross
on seven consecutive Friday afternoons from February 20th through April 3rd at
12:00pm in Saint Ann Church. For more information, please contact Father Jim at
978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Please join us! All are welcome!

Lent is for rediscovering
that we are created for the inextinguishable flame,
not for ashes that immediately disappear.
We are created for God, not the world;
for the eternity of heaven, not for earthly deceit;
for the freedom of the children of God, not for slavery to things.
We should ask ourselves: Where do I stand?
Do 1 live for fire or for ash?

Pope Francis - March 6, 2019
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God Is My Only God

On the First Sunday of Lent, we will hear about Jesus preparing for his ministry by going
out into the desert and being tempted by the devil. Some years ago, my middle son, upon
learning that Jesus was offered the power to turn stones into bread, mumbled under his
breath that Jesus should have taken the deal.

I was shocked, not so much by what he said, but that he was listening at all. Before he could
lapse back into his teenage taciturnity, I asked him to explain. He said, in a voice reserved
for his parents and idiots, that there is a lot of hunger in the world. Point well taken.

What would be so wrong with taking the deal? Three times, Satan offers Jesus power. First,
power over hunger. A man who can turn stones into bread need never be hungry again. He
could feed the world. He could feed all those little children whose faces haunt us, stretching
out their bowls for their one poor meal per day.

Second, political power over the kingdoms of the world. This is the power we long for
when we say: “If I were the president...If I were the pope...” Think of how much good you
could do! Third, power over death and the suffering that precedes it. Don’t we all seek this
power in some way? Jesus always responds in the same way: God is my only God.

The devil’s way is to do big things in a big way. God’s way seems to be to do the next little
thing: Feed the one person placed on our path, not the whole world. Do the good that is in
our power to do, not long for more power. Accept the powerlessness of suffering and death.

The sustenance of the disciple is supposed to be the Word of God. We are to devour it as a
hungry child devours bread. We are to listen to the gospel like passengers stranded at an
airport, on the edge of their seats, straining to hear every announcement, desperate for
word of how and when they will finally get home.

Too often, I listen to the readings as I do the stories of a garrulous old uncle: outwardly po-
lite, but thinking of other things because, no offense, I have heard this story before. Or have
I? A little girl heard the parable of the sheep and goats and the Lord’s astonishing identifi-
cation with the poor: what we do for the least ones, we do for him. Her startled response:
“Do other Catholics know about this?” Her question echoes the words of John Carr, Former
Secretary of the Department of Social Development and World Peace for the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops.

In a talk on the social doctrine of the Church, Carr said that this parable is the only place in
the Gospel where Jesus tells us what we need to do to get into heaven. You want to read it
now, don’t you? It is Matthew 25:31-36. I need Lent. I need the desert of quiet where I can
hear God’s word like I have never heard it before. I need to listen like a weary, worn-out
passenger who just wants to find her way home.

About the Author: For four decades, Paige Byrne Shortal served as a pastoral minister in
two parishes. She is now retired and living with her husband and family in rural Missouri.
She is also a regular contributor to Bringing Home the Word. A new edition is posted every
weekend at ccgronline.com/resources.
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Gone From My Sight

I am standing at the seashore.
A ship, at my side,
spreads her white sails to the moving breeze
and starts for the blue ocean.
She is an object of beauty and strength.

I stand and watch her until, at length,
she stands like a speck of white cloud
just where the sea and sky come
to mingle with each other.

Then, someone at my side says,
“There, she is gone.”

Gone where? Gone from my sight. That is all.
She is just as large in mast, hull, and spar
as she was when she left my side.

And she is just able to bear her load
of living freight destined for port.

Her diminished size is in me — not in her.

And just at the moment when someone says,
“There she is gone,”
there are other eyes watching her coming,
and other voices ready to take up the glad shout,
“Here she comes!” And that is dying.

O God, full of compassion,
you who dwell in the highest,
grant perfect rest to the souls of your servants
who have passed from this life.
In your mercy, may they find eternal peace
in the company of your saints.

Wipe away the tears of those who mourn.
Comfort the sorrowful with the hope of resurrection.
Strengthen us all to live in faith
until we are reunited in your heavenly kingdom.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Saint Augustine of Hippo
Doctor of the Church
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Trivia Night with Father Jim
A Brain Teasing Special Event

All friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners of the
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport are invit-
ed to join us for a brain-teasing, mind-blowing, fast-
paced Trivia Night with Father Jim on Saturday, Febru-
ary 21st from 6:30pm until 9:30pm in Our Lady’s Hall.

Throughout the evening, Father Jim (who secretly longs
to be game show host) will ask a series of challenging
questions on a wide variety of topics that will include
music and sports, books and history, movies and televi-
sion, politics and religion!

Participants will be organized into teams of eight players
each. All are encouraged to form a team or take your
chance on joining the winning team at the door. Tickets
are $25 per person and are available at the parish office,
at the door, or by contacting Father Jim, Beth Fosberry, or
Lydia Bertolino. All are welcome to bring food and
snacks. Coffee, tea, soft drinks, and bottled water will be
offered for sale, along with a cash bar. Father Jim also
promises several raffles with great prizes!

Don’t miss this opportunity to impress your friends and
fellow parishioners with your knowledge of facts, fig-
ures, and trivia! Don’t miss this chance to share some
laughter with friends and family! Don’t miss out on win-
ning a raffle prize! All proceeds will benefit Holy Family
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

For more information about this exciting special event,
please contact Father Jim at frjim@ccgronline.com; Beth
Fosberry (OLGV) at jcbf33@yahoo.com; Lydia Bertolino
(HFP) at Ibbglostal929@outlook.com; or call 978-281-
4820. Save the date! Spread the word! Bring a friend!
Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!

Includes Evening Prayer & Eucharistic Adoration
Begins Friday, February 20th at 3:00pm
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church
All are welcome!
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Our Weekly Gifts

Holy Family Parish

$3,249
$2,138
$5,387

Offertory
Electronic
Total

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory $2,645
Electronic $1,101
Total $3,746

Thank you for your generous support
for Holy Family Parish
& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

The Bakeless Bake Sale
Month of February

During the Month of February, Our Lady’s Guild and the
Holy Family Women’s Guild are sponsoring a Bakeless
Bake Sale! Why? Because now more than ever, our par-
ishes need your support, especially in light of rising costs
for gas, oil, and electricity! Every dollar makes a differ-
ence! Checks should be made payable to either Holy
Family Parish or Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. All
donations (cash or check) can be placed in the collection
basket; or mailed to the parish office:

The Bakeless Bake Sale
74 Pleasant Street
Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930

Our Lady’s Guild and the Holy Family Women’s Guild
bring together women of all ages and backgrounds in
prayer, fellowship, and service to our parishes and the
wider community. New members and volunteers are al-
ways welcome! For more information about the guilds’
good work in our home parishes, please contact Beth Fos-
berry at jcbf33@yahoo.com or Lydia Bertolino at
Ibbglostal929@outlook.com. As always, thank you for
your generous support for the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport! May God bless you!
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Lent Faith & Family Mass
A Youth Faith Formation Special Event

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to such as
these that the kingdom of heaven belongs (9:14).” In re-
sponse to the Lord’s call, all young disciples and their
families are invited join Father Jim for our Lent Faith &
Family Mass on Sunday, February 22nd at 11:45am in Our
Lady of Good Voyage Church.

During Mass, Father Jim will offer a special homily about
Lent and how we can grow closer to Jesus through pray-
er, sacrifice, and good works. Every child who joins us
will also receive a Lent Grab Bag! In addition, please save
these dates for our upcoming Faith & Family Masses:

Sunday, March 29th at 11:45am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

Sunday, April 12th at 11:45am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

For more information about our youth faith formation
programs in the Catholic Community of Gloucester &
Rockport, please contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or
bworks@ccgronline.com. Mass is our class! Jesus is our
teacher! Every family who joins us is a special blessing
from God! All are invited! All are welcome! Always!

All young disciples, boys and girls, ages 8 through 17, are
invited to share their musical talents with our parishes!
Rehearsals begin on Wednesday, February 25th at 5:30pm
in Saint Ann Church! Being a part of our youth music
ministry is a great way to make new friends and learn
about the Lord! For more information, please contact Pat-
ty Natti at pnatti@comcast.net. Save the date! Spread the
word! Please join us! All are welcome!
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February 14 — February 22
Saturday, February 14 Vigil - Sixth Sunday
4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Frank Cottone
6:00pm “ ”
Our Lady’s Church John “Toot” Madruga
Sunday, February 15 Sixth Sunday
7:00am .
Our Lady’s Church Anthony & Phyllis Gallo
8:15am .
Saint Ann Church Antoinette & Gaspar Palazola
10:00am . .
Saint Joachim Church Deacon Richard W. Gindel
11:45am .
Our Lady’s Church Giacomo & Rosa Salerno
Ordinary Time
February 18 at 5:30pm
Our Lady’s Church Jay Stuart
February 19 at 8:00am .
Our Lady’s Church Bryan W. Nikola
February 20 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Dorothea Comer
Saturday, February 21 Vigil - First Sunday of Lent
4:00pm s .
Saint Ann Church The Ciolino Family
6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Helen Greely
Sunday, February 22 First Sunday of Lent
7:00am .
Our Lady’s Church Pierre Pomerleau
8:15am
Saint Ann Church Dexter Murray, Jr.
10:00am . .
Saint Joachim Church Nancy Ciaraldi
11:45am

Our Lady’s Church

Alex & Tina Borge

ORDINARY TIME

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25
per week. For the week of Sunday, February 15th, dona-
tions were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Frank Cottone
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Deacon Richard W. Gindel
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Michael Ferreer
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of William Keenan
Sanctuary Candle - Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of Dorothea Comer
Sanctuary Candle - Chapel of the Archangels

In Memory of Brayan Garzon-Rayo
Pope Francis Candle - Our Lady of Good Voyage

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

In a divided and troubled world,
the Holy Spirit teaches us to walk together in unity.
The earth will rest, justice will prevail,
the poor will rejoice, and peace will return,
once we no longer act as predators, but as pilgrims.
No longer each of us for ourselves,
but walking alongside each other.

Pope Leo XIV
Jubilee of Ecclesial Movements - June 7, 2025
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& CREMATION SERVICE

“Servmg Cape Ann fam111es since 1884”

— O
212 Washmgton Street,
Gloucester, MA 01930

978- 283 0698

@am«ew ondl
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106 Sylvan Street, Danvers * 978-774-0727

SALES - SERVICE - BODY SHOP « RENTALS
PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

ELEBRATING LIVES

@Ian;pbell

FUNERAL HOME

Cetebrating Cfeaditions and fogacies 8y (Plunning Efflocad

61 Middle Street, Gloucester
(978) 283-0884
www.compbellfuneral.com

For information about our services, pricing, and
pre-planning options, contact us at
info@campbellfuneral.com

%I% The

Catholic Cemetery Agsorciation

of the Archdiocese of Boston, Inc.

Call today for your FREE
Pre-Planning Guide

www.ccemetery.org

ROOTED IN FAITH
READY TO SERVE.

Discover a place where your moral compass and
spiritual life help shape your bright future

FENWICK

At Fenwick you'll find a rigorous academic
program with a nationally recognized AP
curriculum, award winning fine and performing
arts, a wide variety of clubs and activities, and a
| highly competitive athletic program offering 28
sports—22 competing right on our campus.

At Fenwick, you truly will receive an Education for
Life.

Bishop Fenwick High School is a Catholic, co-ed,

college preparatory school serving grades 9-12,
M |ocated on 59 acres in Peabody, MA.

For Advertising call 617-779-3771
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LOBSTER
IN-THE-ROUGH
ON SEVEN SEAS WHARF AT THE GLOUCESTER HOUSE

e 3
&
BLUE COLLAR

=<LOBSTER CO.——

Preferred Auto Body

Steve Lambert Jr. « Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

e

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

HOT BOILED LOBSTERS - LOBSTER ROLLS - FRESH OYSTERS - SHRIMP COCKTAIL
CLAM CHOWDER - CALAMAR! - LIVE LOBSTERS - HARBORSIDE BAR
63 ROGERS ST, GLOUCESTER - 978-283-1812 - OPEN 7 DAYS

0000000000000 00000000000000000 00
©000000000000000000000000000000 00

Catholic
Appeal

Your support of the 2026 Catholic Appeal will have a
meaningful impact on our parishes, schools, and ministries
that serve so many throughout our Archdiocese of Boston.

Oone

OCISE OF ROSTOM | CAT

Please Support Our Mission!
Scan the QR code

& Give Today!

Pilot Bulletins

Better Shelves.
Custom Solutions.

Say goodbye to clutter and frustration—wherever it lives.
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms,
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible
storage to every space in your home.

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

FREE EXPERT
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A $250 VALUE

a heighborly company

Schedule Now by Calling

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line.
EXP 1/31/2026. MA HIC License #165040

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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Gloucester
160 Main Street

LET'STALKABOUT...

Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

BB Gy

Business Banking
Commercial Lending

Ipswich
143 High Street
Merchant Services Essex
15 Martin Street
978-283-8200

BankGloucester.com  wember Foic | Member DIF

af§

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975
John Tuomivirta

TeI 978-283-3829 « Fax: 978-283-2407
16 Mansfield St. Gloucester, MA 01930
Sullysautobody@gmail.com

*

COLDWELL BANKER

Michele Allison-Elwell

Real Estate Consult and Property Management

Serving Cape Ann for 20 years

Marketing & Purchasing

978-766-8041 | Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com

= Whitmarsh Lock & Safe
800-696-1913 Historic Preservation

Decorative Hardware
Locksmlth Stnce 1913 High SeCUl’lty Locks

Carpet « Area Rugs « Vinyl

Kee 1%

Cape Ann i o

M
Cape Ann
Savings Bank

Ceramic - Wood - Laminate

GLOVER'S

FLOOR COVERINGS, INC. :
Quality Dependable Service yearsd experience
for over 50 years - Electrical repair + Commercial

+ Residential
* Marinas
+» Generators

* Installation
* Maintenance
» Renovations

18 Whittemore St. - Gloucester
978-283-3940

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Jim’s: Bagel

& BAKE SHOPPE
Gloucarter, He

Pete the
Painter

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester
Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - épm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm

978-283-3383 « www.jimsbagels.com

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Bridget E. Murray, Esq
Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets 4

'N SVH

North Shore Veterinary Hospital
Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Fully Licensed and Insured Electricians

(978)‘283‘0750 Free Estimates

www.nobleelectriciansinc.com

@ ANDREW

REALTY SERVICES

GLOUCESTER
RENTAL CENTER

(978) 281-3266

www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com
32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

John Veneziano

Broker Owner/Parishioner

Serving MA, NH & ME
617-840-5499

040
A
ol

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

HANDYMAN, &
PAINTIY

handymjbpainting@gmail.com
978-290-0537

Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell
7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

Brother’s
Brew Cafe

A Locally Owned Small
Animal Practice Serving
the North Shore

p-

restaurant
25 Main Street, Rockport, MA
917.8-546-377/75

www.bracketts.com

PHONE 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060
info@nsvets.com

www.nsvets.com

'-J.i’\\l

MOUNT PLEASANT
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service.
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

mountpleasantmemorials.com

150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester
Across from Calvary Cemetery 978 2 8 3 784 1

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

“After a 35-year i
office career,

| find this work

very rewarding.”

l‘.lﬁ!‘!‘- 2"1.9

Desting's

GLOUCESTER MA

- Linda E., ABC Caregiver

Homemakers | HHAs
Online & On-site Training

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

Subs - Soups - Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us
Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering
Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm
We accept all Major Credit Cards

A Home
BC Healthcare

Professionals

978-281-1001

abchhp.com/apply-online

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

Like us on

www.destinossubs.com n Facebook

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

O Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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