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INSTAGRAM: @CCGRONLINE SEASON OF LENT

CALL TO PRAYER

A Prayer for Peace

BY POPE LEO XIV

Following in the footsteps of his predecessor, Pope Leo XIV offers a special prayer inten-
tion each month and invites all believers and people of goodwill around the world to
pray with him. In March, the Holy Father calls us to pray for peace and disarmament in
our war-torn world. In spiritual communion with the pope, we pray:

Lord of Life,
you shaped every human being in your image and likeness.
We believe you created us for communion, not for war,
for fraternity, not for destruction.

You who greeted your disciples by saying, “Peace be with you!”,
grant us the gift of your peace
and the strength to make it a reality in history.
Today we lift up our prayer for peace in the world,
asking that nations renounce weapons
and choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy.

Disarm our hearts of hatred, resentment, and indifference,
so we may become instruments of reconciliation.
Help us understand that true security
does not come from control fueled by war,
but from trust, justice, and solidarity among peoples.

Lord, enlighten the leaders of nations,
so they may have courage to abandon projects of death, halt the arms race,
and place the lives of the most vulnerable at the center.
May the nuclear threat never again dictate the future of humanity.

Holy Spirit,
make us faithful and creative builders of daily peace:
in our hearts, our families, our cities, and our communities.

May every kind word,
every gesture of reconciliation, and every choice for dialogue
be seeds of a new world. Amen.

A ROSARY FOR PEACE A ROSARY FOR PEACE
WITH EUCHARISTIC ADORATION WITH EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Thursday, March 19th at 5:30pm Saturday, March 28th at 2:30pm
Our Lady’s Church Saint Ann Church
All are welcome! All are welcome!
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Love & Mercy

BY FATHER JIM

As a spiritual exercise during Lent, I am reading a book called On Love by Pope Fran-
cis (1936-2025). It is a collection of brief passages from the late pope’s homilies and
speeches gathered during his long and inspiring reign as Bishop of Rome. Each day, 1
read two one-page passages. During the tenth anniversary of the Extraordinary Jubilee
of Mercy (2016), these readings remind me again and again, above all else, that Chris-
tians and disciples are called to love our God and love our neighbor.

The Holy Father’s writings on love also remind me of the inseparable link between
love and mercy. Throughout his long papacy, Pope Francis taught us that God is mer-
cy; that God’s mercy is boundless; and that God’s mercy is ours for the asking through
prayer, the reception of the Holy Eucharist in good conscience, and-or the celebration
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession). In short, God is waiting for us with
arms forever open in love and mercy. In On Love, Pope Francis offers a clear and com-
pelling catechesis on the nature, meaning, and immensity of God’s mercy. He writes:

The word mercy (misericordia) is composed of two words:
misery (miseria) and heart (cuore).
The word heart symbolizes the ability to love,
and the word mercy represents the love that reaches out
and embraces the misery of the human person.
It is love that takes our suffering as its own,
with a desire to free us from it.

With these words, the pope prompts us to remember that despite our faults and fail-
ures love endures. It is a love that is always longing for us. It is a love that is always
ready to reconcile. It is a love that does not judge or condemn. It is love that is ever-
present in our world, even in the midst of war, violence, and persecution. This love, of
course, is the love that becomes flesh. It is the love that becomes incarnate in the life,
passion, and resurrection of Jesus.

Jesus is the Just Judge. He is the Master of the Universe. He will come again to assess
the souls of the living and the dead. At the same time, Jesus is born in order to walk
among us, share in our human experiences, and so understand our vices and virtues.
Jesus then embraces the Cross in order to feel what we feel and suffer what we suffer.
Pope Francis writes: “Such is the depth of God’s compassion and mercy: self-
destruction in order to become a companion at the service of humanity.” This kind of
love is beyond our understanding. It simply takes our breath away.

Lent is a season for prayer, penance, and almsgiving. It is a season for devotions and
sacraments. It is a season for fasting and good works. It is a season for renewal and
new beginnings. It is a season for growing closer to Christ, closer to the Church, and
closer to each other. But most of all, it is a season for immersing ourselves in the love
and mercy of God. It is a season for remembering two simple but profound truths:
God is love. God is mercy.

MARCH 15, 2026
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CALL TO HOLINESS

Bernard of Quintavalle
Friends of Saint Francis 2026

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25TH
BEGINS WITH MASS AT 5:30PM

All Christians are called to holiness. All Christians are
called to be saints. A saint is a person who has lived a
courageous and virtuous life: a life lived for God, a life
lived for others, a life worthy of imitation. Pope Leo XIV
recently proclaimed: “The lives of the saints teach us that
it is possible to live passionately amidst the complexities
of the present time without neglecting [Saint Paul’s] man-
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date to “shine like stars in the world (Philippians 2:15).

This year, the Catholic Church marks the 800th anniver-
sary of the life and legacy of Saint Francis of Assisi (1226-
2026). As part of our commemoration of this Special Jubi-
lee Year, we look not just to Saint Francis, but also to the
friends who knew him best, the holy men and women
who followed in his footsteps, the shining stars who
sought to live the Gospel in thought, word, and deed.

In this spirit, all are invited to join Father Jim and Brother
Patrick for our next Saints for All Seasons Mini-Retreat
beginning with Holy Mass on Wednesday, March 25th at
5:30pm in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church. After Mass
and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Brother Patrick
will offer a reflection on Blessed Bernard of Quintavalle
(1180-1241), an acclaimed lawyer who surrendered his
riches to become the first follower of Saint Francis.

After our reflection, Father Jim will celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation (for those who feel called to con-
fession) during a period of silent Eucharistic Adoration.
This special evening of prayer and devotion will conclude
with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.

For more information about our Saints for All Seasons Mini
-Retreats, please contact Brother Patrick at 978-281-4820 or
brpatrick@ccgronline.com. Our upcoming schedule of
mini-retreats is now posted at ccgronline.com/formation.
Please join us! Bring a friend! All are invited! All are wel-
come! Blessed Bernard of Quintavalle, pray for us! Saint
Francis of Assisi, pray for us!

SEASON OF LENT

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

The Way of the Cross

A CONTEMPORARY INTERPRETATION WITH MUSIC
PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 29TH AT 5:30PM

During an Apostolic Journey to Poland in 2016, Pope
Francis (1936-2025) said: “The Way of the Cross alone
defeats sin, evil, and death, because it leads us to the ra-
diant light of Christ’s resurrection and opens the hori-
zons of a new and fuller life. It is the way of hope, the
way of the future. Those who take up the Way of the
Cross with faith and generosity offer us hope and a
bright future to all humanity.”

In this spirit, all friends, neighbors, and fellow parishion-
ers of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
are invited to join Father Jim for a Contemporary Way of
the Cross on Sunday, March 29th at 5:30pm in Our Lady
of Good Voyage Church. During this special event, we
will combine traditional prayers and scriptures with mu-
sic from various genres in order to grower closer to our
Crucified Lord and Savior.

For more information, please contact Father Jim at 978-
281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. In the words of Saint
Francis of Assisi: “We adore you, O Christ, and we bless
you! By your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world!”
Please join us! Bring a friend! Bring your family! Spread
the word! All are invited! All are welcome!

MIDWEEK MERCIES
AN EVENING OF PRAYER & DEVOTION
Mass, Confessions & Eucharistic Adoration
Wednesday, March 18th at 5:30pm
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church
All are welcome!

THE WAY OF THE CROSS
THE TRADITIONAL LENTEN DEVOTION
Friday, March 20th at Noon
Saint Ann Church
All are welcome!

THE LITANY OF THE SACRED WOUNDS
INCLUDES CONFESSIONS & EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Friday, March 20th at 3:00PM
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church
All are welcome!
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF MARCH 7TH & MARCH 8TH

Holy Family Parish

$5,327
$1,983
$7,310

Offertory
Electronic
Total

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory $3,223
Electronic $997
Total $4,220

Winter Grand Annual Collections
$34,447 (98%)
$24,715 (165%)

Holy Family
Our Lady’s

Thank you for your generous support
for Holy Family Parish
& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

Solennita di San Giuseppe
Celebrazione della Messa in Italiano

GIOVEDI 19 MARZO ALLE 8:00

For more than one thousand years, the Catholic Church
has venerated Saint Joseph as patron of fathers, protector
of families, and guardian of single mothers. He is also
venerated as patron of carpenters, immigrants, laborers,
those who doubt their faith, and those suffering from
sickness. Last but not least, Saint Joseph is honored as
patron and defender of the Universal Church.

This year, the Church commemorates the Solemnity of
Saint Joseph on Thursday, March 19th. Here in the Cath-
olic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, our devotion
to Saint Joseph remains strong and vibrant.

In this spirit and as a way of celebrating the contributions
of immigrants in our parishes and beyond, all are invited
to join Father Jim for the Holy Rosary at 7:30am and Holy
Mass in Italian (with a homily in English) at 8:00am on
Thursday, March 19th in Our Lady of Good Voyage
Church. Please join us! All are welcome!

SAN GIUSEPPE, PREGA PER NOI!
SAINT JOSEPH, PRAY FOR US!

MARCH 15, 2026

CALL TO WORSHIP

Palm Sunday Faith & Family Mass
A Youth Faith Formation Special Event

SUNDAY, MARCH 29TH AT 11:45AM

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to such as
these that the kingdom of heaven belongs (9:14).” In re-
sponse to the Lord’s call, all young disciples and their
families are invited join Father Jim for our Holy Week
Faith & Family Mass on Sunday, March 29th at 11:45am in
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church.

During Mass, Father Jim will offer a special homily about
Holy Week and how we can grow closer to Jesus through
prayer, sacrifice, and good works. Every child who joins
us will also receive a Palm Cross! In addition, please save
these dates for our upcoming Faith & Family Masses:

EASTER FAITH & FAMILY MASS
Sunday, April 12th at 11:45am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

MOTHER’S DAY FAITH & FAMILY MASS
Saturday, May 9th at 4:00pm
Sain Ann Church

For more information about our youth faith formation
programs in the Catholic Community of Gloucester &
Rockport, please contact Betsy Works at 978-281-4820 or
bworks@ccgronline.com. Mass is our class! Jesus is our
teacher! Every family who joins us is a special blessing
from God! All are invited! All are welcome! Always!

YOUTH CHOIR & MUSIC MINISTRY
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18TH

All young disciples, boys and girls, ages 8 through 17, are
invited to share their musical talents with our parishes!
Rehearsals continue on Wednesday, March 18th at
5:30pm in Saint Ann Church! Being a part of our youth
music ministry is a great way to make new friends and
learn about the Lord! For more information, please con-
tact Patty Natti at pnatti@comcast.net. Save the date!
Spread the word! Please join us! All are welcome!
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS
March 14 — March 22 Sanctuary Candles & Gifts
REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES

Saturday, March 14 Vigil - Fourth Sunday of Lent
4:00pm .
Saint Ann Church The Joseph Family
6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Mary Voller
Sunday, March 15 Fourth Sunday of Lent
7:00am .
Our Lady’s Church Claire Allen
8:15am .
Saint Ann Church David Halverson
10:00am .
Saint Joachim Church Angela Taormina
11:45am -
Our Lady’s Church Vera Silveira
Season of Lent
March 18 at 5:30pm
Our Lady’s Church Janet Pomerleau
March 19 at 8:00am . .
Our Lady’s Church The Ciolino Family
March 20 at 8:00am .
Our Lady’s Church All Souls in Purgatory
Saturday, March 21 Vigil - Fifth Sunday of Lent
4:00pm .
Saint Ann Church Paul Scuder
6:00pm .
Our Lady’s Church Ida Spinola
Sunday, March 22 Fifth Sunday of Lent
7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Lorena Valdez Sanchez
8:15am .
Saint Ann Church Aaron & Jim Hart
10:00am James Kin
Saint Joachim Church ames fng
11:45am

Our Lady’s Church

Salvatore Albano

& SUPPORTING OUR PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25
per week. For the week of Sunday, March 15th, donations
were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of José Gualberto Medeiros
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Lillian A. Welcome
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Peter Russo
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of Claire Allen
Sanctuary Candle - Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of Claire Allen
Sanctuary Gifts - Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of Stephen Elwell, Sr.
Sanctuary Candle - Chapel of the Archangels

In Memory of Emmanuel Damas
Pope Francis Candle - Our Lady of Good Voyage

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS

War is a sacrilege!
It wreaks havoc on what is most precious on earth:
human life,
the innocence of the little ones,
and the beauty of creation.

Saint Peter’s Square - March 29, 2022
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& CREMATION SERVICE
“Servmg Cape Ann fam111es since 1884”

Rel 05
212 Washington Street,
Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-0698

OB

Danvers Fond
ansent 7o

106 Sylvan Street, Danvers * 978-774-0727

SALES - SERVICE - BODY SHOP « RENTALS
PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

" ELEB-RATING LI!-VES'
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FUNERAL HOME

Cetebtating Cfuaditions and fogacies 6y OPlunning Sffead

61 Middle Street, Gloucester
(978) 283-0884
www.compbellfuneral.com

For information about our services, pricing, and
pre-planning options, contact us at
info@campbellfuneral.com

%I% The

Catholic Cemetery Agsorciation

of the Archdiocese of Boston, Inc.

Call today for your FREE
Pre-Planning Guide

www.ccemetery.org

M.

W clergytrust

Your support for the Clergy
Trust parish collections
provides for the health,

wellness, and retirement
» heeds of our active and

A senior priests.

Thank you for your
generosity to this collection
and for helping us care for

GIVE TODAY . ", -
those who care for us. 3

VIA THE
QR CODE

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Preferred Auto Body

LO B S T E R Steve Lambert Jr. « Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

IN-THE-ROUGH
ON SEVEN SEAS WHARF AT THE GLOUCESTER HOUSE

e 3
&
BLUE COLLAR

=<LOBSTER CO.——

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

HOT BOILED LOBSTERS - LOBSTER ROLLS - FRESH OYSTERS - SHRIMP COCKTAIL
CLAM CHOWDER - CALAMARI - LIVE LOBSTERS - HARBORSIDE BAR

63 ROGERS ST, GLOUCESTER - 978-283-1812 - OPEN 7 DAYS

Catholic
Appeal

Your support of the 2026 Catholic Appeal will have a
meaningful impact on our parishes, schools, and ministries
that serve so many throughout our Archdiocese of Boston.

Oone

OCISE OF ROSTOM | CAT

Please Support Our Mission!
Scan the QR code

& Give Today!

Pilot Bulletins

Better Shelves.
Custom Solutions.

Say goodbye to clutter and frustration—wherever it lives.
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms,
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible
storage to every space in your home.

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

FREE EXPERT
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A $250 VALUE

a heighborly company

Schedule Now by Calling

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line.
EXP 3/30/2026.

21951

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA
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Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

BB Gy

LET'STALKABOUT...

Business Banking
Commercial Lending
Merchant Services

978-283-8200
BankGloucester.com  wember Foic | Member DIF

Gloucester
160 Main Street
Ipswich
143 High Street

Essex
15 Martin Street

af§

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975

John Tuomivirta

TeI 978-283-3829 -

16 Mansfield St. Gloucester, MA 01930

Fax: 978-283-2407

Sullysautobody@gmail.com

*

COLDWELL BANKER
Michele Allison-Elwell
Real Estate Consult and Property Management

Serving Cape Ann for 20 years
Marketing & Purchasing

978-766-8041 | Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com

= Whitmarsh Lock & Safe
800-696-1913
Locksmlth Stnce 1913 High SeCUl’lty Locks

Historic Preservation
Decorative Hardware

Kee 1%

Cape Ann i o

Carpet « Area Rugs « Vinyl

Ceramic - Wood - Laminate

GLOVER'S

FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service
for over 50 years
18 Whittemore St. - Gloucester

978-283-3940

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Pete the

. Painter
Serving
Cape Ann
for 15 Year

www. petemartmthepamter com

‘NSVH

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM
Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell
7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

A Locally Owned Small
Animal Practice Serving
the North Shore

PHONE 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060
info@nsvets.com

www.nsvets.com

p-
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Jim’s: Bagel

& BAKE SHOPPE
Gloucarter, He

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester
Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - épm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm

978-283-3383 « www.jimsbagels.com

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Bridget E. Murray, Esq
Our staff and attorneys will work

to preserve and protect your assets 4
Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

GLOUCESTER
RENTAL CENTER

(978) 281-3266

www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com
32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

handymjbpalntmg@gmall com
978-290-0537

Brother’s
Brew Cafe

restaurant
25 Main Street, Rockport, MA
917.8-546-377/75

www.bracketts.com

MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

MOUNT PLEASANT

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service.
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester
Across from Calvary Cemetery 978 2 8 3 784 1

John & Julie Nicastro

Owners
mountpleasantmemorials.com

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

“After a 35-year i
office career,

| find this work

very rewarding.”

- Linda E., ABC Caregiver

Homemakers | HHAs
Online & On-site Training

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

A Home
BC Healthcare

Professionals

978-281-1001

abchhp.com/apply-online

M
Cape Ann
Savings Bank

yearsd experience
+ Commercial
+ Residential
* Marinas
+» Generators

« Electrical repair
* Installation

* Maintenance

» Renovations

Fully Licensed and Insured Electricians

(978)‘283‘0750 Free Estimates

www.nobleelectriciansinc.com

@ ANDREW

REALTY SERVICES

John Veneziano
Broker Owner/Parishioner
Serving MA, NH & ME
617-840-5499

040
A
ol

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

l‘.lﬁ!‘!‘- 2"1.9

Desting's

GLOUCESTER MA

Subs - Soups - Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us
Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering
Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm
We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

Like us on

www.destinossubs.com n Facebook

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

R O
21951

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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