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HOLY WEEK

Voice of a Martyr

SAINT OSCAR ROMERO

Easter is now the cry of victory!
No one can quench the life that Christ has resurrected.
Neither death, nor all the banners
of death and hatred raised against Him
and against His Church, can prevail!

He is the victorious one!
Just as He will thrive in an unending Easter,
so we must accompany Him
in a Lent and Holy Week
of cross, sacrifice, and martyrdom.
As He said, blessed are they
who are not scandalized by his cross.

SAINT OSCAR ROMERO
BISHOP & MARTYR

Saint Oscar Romero was born in poverty in 1917 and died by violence in 1980. For just
three years, he served as Archbishop of San Salvador in the nation named for our Lord
and Savior. His pastoral plan was simple. Live the Gospel. Share God’s love and mercy.
Serve the poor. Build up the Church. For his efforts, Archbishop Romero was criticized
by some for not doing enough. He was vilified by others for saying too much.

Archbishop Romero was shot once through the heart while celebrating Mass on March
24, 1980. In his final homily, he said: “In the name of God and in the name of the suffer-
ing people whose cries rise to heaven more loudly each day, I implore you, I beg you, I

order you in the name of God: Stop the repression!” And just moments before his assas-
sination, he said: “One must not love oneself so much as to avoid getting involved in the

risks of life that history demands of us.”

Saint Oscar Romero offered his life for peace, truth and justice. He offered his life for the
poor, the persecuted, and the unjustly imprisoned in his crucified country. In 2015, he
was declared a Martyr for the Gospel by Pope Francis; and he was canonized in 2016 by
Pope Francis. Saint Oscar Romero is venerated both as patron of El Salvador and as a
patron of all the Americas. His feast day is March 24th.

SAINT OSCAR ROMEO
VOICE OF A MARTYR
An Assisi Project Podcast
assisiproject.com
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Hard Questions for Holy Week

BY FATHER JIM

Holy Week is filled to overflowing with moments that can disturb our faith and our
consciences. Holy Week draws us into the dramatic fulfillment of God’s promises. Ho-
ly Week calls us to reflect and respond to those promises that God has made to his peo-
ple, which are then accomplished through the teaching and suffering of Jesus. Holy
Week raises questions that confound us in the same way that they confounded sinners
in the scriptures: disciples, Sanhedrin, Pontius Pilate, and crowds that clamored for the
Lord’s crucifixion. In the end, Holy Week raises questions that call for our response:

What are you willing to give me?
Surely it is not I, Lord?
Could you not keep watch with me for one hour?
Have you no answer?
Aren’t you, too, one of his disciples?
What evil has he done?
Why have you forsaken me?

Some of these difficult questions are answered. Some are left unanswered. Some call
out evil. Some call for action. Some call for inaction. But all of them call us to prayer,
discernment, and a deep and penetrating examination of conscience.

After the dictatorship ordered the murder of a close friend and fellow pastor, Arch-
bishop Oscar Romero (1917-1980) experienced a profound conversion. He experienced
a mystical kind of Holy Week. And he was prompted to confront the challenging ques-
tions raised by the Gospel narrative of the Lord’s Passion. Archbishop Romero then
said: “This is what the Church wants: to disturb people’s consciences and to provoke a
crisis in their lives. A Church that does not provoke, a Gospel that does not disturb, a
word from God that does not irritate, a word from God that does not touch the con-
crete sin of the society in which it is proclaimed: What kind of Gospel is that?”

Saint Oscar Romero surely disturbed the consciences of his flock. He irritated, then
infuriated, his country’s government. His message, rooted in and inspired by the Gos-
pel, called out the sins of injustice, indifference, poverty, oppression, and violence.

So, how did Saint Oscar Romero answer the hard questions of Holy Week? He re-
mained a true and faithful disciple. He found the courage to call out the corruption and
cruelty of government leaders. He stood in solidarity with the poor, the persecuted,
and the unjustly imprisoned. He became willing to surrender his life for the sake of the
Gospel. And he never betrayed the Lord but remained ever steadfast in prayer, fellow-
ship, and service to Christ and his people.

How will we respond to the hard questions of Holy Week? Are our consciences trou-
bled? Are we courageous enough to stand up and speak out against hatred and injus-
tice? Are we ready to choose love and unity over anger and division? Are we ready to
offer our lives for Jesus and his Gospel? As Holy Week begins, I am reminded again of
words often repeated by Deacon Bill Kane: “May the Gospel of Christ disturb you!”

3

MARCH 29, 2026



INSTAGRAM: @CCGRONLINE

CALL TO PRAYER

Divine Mercy Sunday
A Celebration of God’s Love

SATURDAY, APRIL 11TH AT 2:00PM

In 2000, Saint John Paul II (1920-2005) canonized Sister
Faustina Kowalska (1905-1938) and designated the Second
Sunday of Easter as the Feast of Divine Mercy. This devo-
tion reflects a mystical message from Jesus that Sister
Faustina shared with the world: “Humanity will never
find peace until it turns with trust to Divine Mercy. This is
the Easter gift that the Church receives from the Risen
Christ and offers to all people.”

In this spirit, all friends, neighbors, and fellow parishion-
ers are invited to join Father Jim and the Catholic Com-
munity of Gloucester & Rockport for a Celebration of Di-
vine Mercy on Saturday, April 11th beginning at 2:00pm
in Saint Ann Church.

Here’s our schedule of prayer and worship: Exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament at 2:00pm; Holy Rosary at 2:15pm;
Divine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00pm; Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament at 3:20pm; and Holy Mass at 4:00pm.

A PRAYER FOR DIVINE MERCY

Eternal Father,
I offer you the Body and Blood,
Soul and Divinity
of your dearly Beloved Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ,
in atonement for our sins
and those of the whole world.

For the sake of his sorrowful Passion,
have mercy on us and on the whole world.
Holy God, Holy Mighty One,

Holy Immortal One,
have mercy on us and on the whole world.

We hope and pray that you and your family can join us
for all or at least part of this special day of prayer, devo-
tion, and adoration. For more information, please contact
Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com. Now
more than ever, let’s pray together! All are welcome!

PALM SUNDAY

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

The Easter Triduum
April 2nd through April 5th

ALL ARE WELCOME!

All friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners
of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
are invited to join us for the commemoration

of Holy Week and the Easter Triduum!

HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 2ND

Morning Prayer at 8:00am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00pm
Saint Ann Church

Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Until 10:00pm
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

GOOQOD FRIDAY, APRIL 3RD
Morning Prayer at 8:00am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

Way of the Cross at 12:00pm
Saint Ann Church

Good Friday Services
Saint Joachim Church at 3:00pm
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church at 7:00pm

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 4TH
Morning Prayer at 8:00am
Saint Ann Church

Easter Vigil Mass at 7:00pm
Saint Ann Church

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 5TH
Regular Mass Schedule

EASTER MASS ON YOU TUBE
Available on April 4th at 7:00pm

On behalf of Father [im,
our Senior Priests, and our Pastoral Team,
may God bless us with peace during Holy Week!
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF MARCH 21ST & MARCH 22ND

Holy Family Parish

Offertory $4,920
Electronic $854
Total $5,774

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory $2,866
Electronic $688
Total $3,554

Thank you for your generous support
for Holy Family Parish
& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

The Way of the Cross

A CONTEMPORARY INTERPRETATION WITH MUSIC
PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 29TH AT 5:30PM

During an Apostolic Journey to Poland in 2016, Pope
Francis (1936-2025) said: “The Way of the Cross alone
defeats sin, evil, and death, because it leads us to the ra-
diant light of Christ’s resurrection and opens the hori-
zons of a new and fuller life. It is the way of hope, the
way of the future. Those who take up the Way of the
Cross with faith and generosity offer us hope and a
bright future to all humanity.”

In this spirit, all friends, neighbors, and fellow parishion-
ers of the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport
are invited to join Father Jim for a Contemporary Way of
the Cross on Sunday, March 29th at 5:30pm in Our Lady
of Good Voyage Church. During this special event, we
will combine traditional prayers and scriptures with mu-
sic from various genres in order to grower closer to our
Crucified Lord and Savior.

For more information about this special Palm Sunday
event, please contact Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or
frjim@ccgronline.com. In the words of Saint Francis of
Assisi: “We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you! By
your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world!” Please
join us! Bring a friend! Bring your family! Spread the
word! All are invited! All are welcome!

MARCH 29, 2026

CALL TO WORSHIP

Easter Faith & Family Mass
A Youth Faith Formation Special Event

SATURDAY, APRIL 12TH AT 11:45AM

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “Let the little chil-
dren come to me and do not stop them, because it is to
such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs (9:14).”
In response to the Lord’s call, all young disciples and
their families are invited to join Father Jim for our Easter
Faith & Family Mass on Sunday, April 12th at 11:45am in
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church.

During Mass, Father Jim will offer a special homily about
the Risen Jesus and the Easter Season. Every child who
attends will receive a special blessing from our pastor! In
addition, please save these dates for our last two Faith &
Family Masses for this school year:

MOTHER’S DAY FAITH & FAMILY MASS
Saturday, May 9th at 4:00pm
Saint Ann Church

HOLY SPIRIT FAITH & FAMILY MASS
Sunday, May 24th at 11:45am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

For more information about youth faith formation in the
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please
contact Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or leave a
message at 978-281-4820. Mass is our class! Jesus is our
teacher! Every family who joins us is a special blessing
from God! All are invited! All are welcome! Always!

YOUTH CHOIR & MUSIC MINISTRY
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1ST

All young disciples, boys and girls, ages 8 through 17, are
invited to share their musical talents with our parishes!
Rehearsals continue on Wednesday, April 1st at 5:30pm in
Saint Ann Church! Being a part of our youth music minis-
try is a great way to make new friends and learn about
the Lord! For more information, please contact Patty Natti
at pnatti@comcast.net. Save the date! Spread the word!
Please join us! All are welcome!
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS

March 28th— April 5th

Saturday, March 28 Vigil - Palm Sunday
4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Evan Reardon
6:00pm

Our Lady’s Church

Maureen Cusumano

Sunday, March 29 Palm Sunday
Our LZ:C?}?’ e;Ighurch Nancy Corrigan
Saint ifna?hurch Angela Taormina
Saint ]sgég?;mChurch Bertha Maksimowicz & Family
Our Llalci;l/?: r(Ijlhurch Cindy Works
Holy Week
OilzritilclsfSSSI?E;?h All Souls in Purgatory
Our Lady's Charch Morning Prayer
Oifl}ilzji;’tjé)}?s;?h Morning Prayer
Saturday, April 4 Easter Vigil
Saint i(r)\?la?hurch Morning Prayer
Saint 7A:(1:(2)(I;1hurch Mass for the People
Sunday, April 5 Easter Sunday
Our LZC?}? Znéhurch Mary Lou Joseph
Saint i:ilia?hurch Fern Hilliard
; 10:OQam Regina Kane
Saint Joachim Church
11:45am

Our Lady’s Church

Michael Ferreer

PALM SUNDAY

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25
per week. For the week of Sunday, March 29th, donations
were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Mary Lou Joseph
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Debbie Hochmuth
Sanctuary Gifts - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Nhon Nguyen
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Ida Spinola
Sanctuary Candle - Our Lady of Good Voyage

A Special Intention for Sage Cooke
Sanctuary Gifts - Our Lady of Good Voyage

For A Special Intention
Sanctuary Candle - Chapel of the Archangels

In Memory of Marie Ange Blaise
Pope Francis Candle - Our Lady of Good Voyage

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM SAINT OSCAR ROMERO

Faith is what a child has
when its father puts out his hands
and says ‘Jump!” and the child leaps into space
with the assurance that its father’s hands
will not let it fall.

Saint Oscar Romeo, Bishop & Martyr - May 21, 1978
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& CREMATION SERVICE

“Servmg Cape Ann fam111es since 1884”

me 9%
212 Washington Street,
Gloucester, MA 01930

978- 283 0698

- @maew Ford
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106 Sylvan Street, Danvers * 978-774-0727
SALES « SERVICE - BODY SHOP * RENTALS
PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

b .

PEACE OF MIND STARTS WITH A PLAN

Preplanning helps arganize your estate,
document your wishes, and ease the
burden on your family.

CAMPBELL FUNERAL HOME

61 Middle Street, Gloucester (978) 283-0884
www.campbellfuneral.com

'-ELEBRATING LIVES

(ﬂampbe]}

FUNERAL HOME

NG
%I% The

Catholic @Ztmtttry Aggoriation

of the Archdiocese of Boston, Inc.

Call today for your FREE
Pre-Planning Guide

www.ccemetery.org
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Your support for the Clergy
Trust parish collections
provides for the health,

wellness, and retirement
» heeds of our active and

i senior priests.

clergytrust

Thank you for your
generosity to this collection
and for helping us care for

GIVE TODAY o5
those who care for us. 3

VIA THE
QR CODE

For Advertising call 617-779-3771
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LOBSTER
IN-THE-ROUGH
ON SEVEN SEAS WHARF AT THE GLOUCESTER HOUSE

¢

BLUE COLLAR

=<LOBSTER CO.——

Preferred Auto Body

Steve Lambert Jr. « Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

HOT BOILED LOBSTERS - LOBSTER ROLLS - FRESH OYSTERS - SHRIMP COCKTAIL
CLAM CHOWDER - CALAMAR! - LIVE LOBSTERS - HARBORSIDE BAR
63 ROGERS ST, GLOUCESTER - 978-283-1812 - OPEN 7 DAYS
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©000000000000000000000000000000 00

Catholic
Appeal

Your support of the 2026 Catholic Appeal will have a
meaningful impact on our parishes, schools, and ministries
that serve so many throughout our Archdiocese of Boston.

Oone

OCISE OF ROSTOM | CAT

Please Support Our Mission!

Scan the QR code
& Give Today!

'Custom Photo Boards

Pilot Bulletins

Memorial Services, Celebrations of Life, B|rthdays Graduations

paul@dohertygraphics.com
Let us do the work!

IIBI'W

www.Dohertygraphics.com Wd
Graphics f Made Easy.

21951

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA


mailto:Preferredautobody@outlook.com
mailto:paul@dohertygraphics.com
www.ccemetery.org
www.Dohertygraphics.com
www.Dohertygraphics.com
www.Dohertygraphics.com
www.dohertygraphics.com

Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

BB Gy

LET'STALKABOUT...

Business Banking
Commercial Lending
Merchant Services

978-283-8200
BankGloucester.com  wember Foic | Member DIF

Gloucester
160 Main Street
Ipswich
143 High Street

Essex
15 Martin Street

af§

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975

John Tuomivirta

TeI 978-283-3829 -

16 Mansfield St. Gloucester, MA 01930

Fax: 978-283-2407

Sullysautobody@gmail.com

*

COLDWELL BANKER
Michele Allison-Elwell
Real Estate Consult and Property Management

Serving Cape Ann for 20 years
Marketing & Purchasing

978-766-8041 | Michele.Elwell@cbrealty.com

= Whitmarsh Lock & Safe
800-696-1913
Locksmlth Stnce 1913 High SeCUl’lty Locks

Historic Preservation
Decorative Hardware

Kee 1%

Cape Ann i o

Carpet « Area Rugs « Vinyl

Ceramic - Wood - Laminate

GLOVER'S

FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service
for over 50 years
18 Whittemore St. - Gloucester

978-283-3940

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Pete the

. Painter
Serving
Cape Ann
for 15 Year

www. petemartmthepamter com

‘NSVH

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM
Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell
7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

A Locally Owned Small
Animal Practice Serving
the North Shore

PHONE 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060
info@nsvets.com

www.nsvets.com

p-

'-J.i’\\l

Jim’s: Bagel

& BAKE SHOPPE
Gloucarter, He

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester
Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - épm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm

978-283-3383 « www.jimsbagels.com

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Bridget E. Murray, Esq
Our staff and attorneys will work

to preserve and protect your assets 4
Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

GLOUCESTER
RENTAL CENTER

(978) 281-3266

www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com
32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

handymjbpalntmg@gmall com
978-290-0537

Brother’s
Brew Cafe

restaurant
25 Main Street, Rockport, MA
917.8-546-377/75

www.bracketts.com

MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

MOUNT PLEASANT

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service.
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester
Across from Calvary Cemetery 978 2 8 3 784 1

John & Julie Nicastro

Owners
mountpleasantmemorials.com

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

“After a 35-year i
office career,

| find this work

very rewarding.”

- Linda E., ABC Caregiver

Homemakers | HHAs
Online & On-site Training

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

A Home
BC Healthcare

Professionals

978-281-1001

abchhp.com/apply-online

M
Cape Ann
Savings Bank

yearsd experience
+ Commercial
+ Residential
* Marinas
+» Generators

« Electrical repair
* Installation

* Maintenance

» Renovations

Fully Licensed and Insured Electricians

(978)‘283‘0750 Free Estimates

www.nobleelectriciansinc.com

@ ANDREW

REALTY SERVICES

John Veneziano
Broker Owner/Parishioner
Serving MA, NH & ME
617-840-5499

040
A
ol

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

l‘.lﬁ!‘!‘- 2"1.9

Desting's

GLOUCESTER MA

Subs - Soups - Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us
Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering
Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm
We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

Like us on

www.destinossubs.com n Facebook

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

R O
21951

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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