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CALL TO SERVICE

Be Crafters of God’s Mercy

BY POPE FRANCIS

Brothers and sisters,
you represent the large and varied world of volunteers.
You are among the Church’s most precious assets,
you who each day, often silently and unassumingly,
give shape and visibility to God’s mercy.
You are crafters of mercy:
with your hands, with your eyes,
with your hearing, with your closeness.

In different contexts of need among God'’s people,
your presence is the hand of Christ
held out to all, reaching all.
The credibility of the Church is communicated clearly
through your service to abandoned children,
to the sick, to the poor who lack food or work,
to the elderly, the homeless,
to prisoners, refugees, and immigrants,
to those struck by natural disaster.

Indeed, wherever there is a cry for help,
there your active and selfless witness is found.
In bearing each other’s burdens,
you make Christ’s law visible in the world.

Be always ready to offer solidarity,
to be steadfast in your closeness to others,
determined in awakening joy,
and genuine in giving comfort to others.

The world needs concrete signs of solidarity,
especially as it faces the temptation to indifference.
It requires men and women,
who by their lives, defy individualism,
which is the tendency to think only of oneself
and to ignore our brothers and sisters in need.

Be happy and joyful in your service to others,
but do not think that you are better than anyone.
Instead, let your works of mercy
be a humble and eloquent manifestation of Christ Jesus,
who continues to bend down to our level
and care for those who suffer.

Adapted from a Catechesis for Volunteer Workers
Saint Peter’s Square - September 3, 2016
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE

Forever the Pastor

BY BROTHER PATRICK

On April 21, 2025, Pope Francis (1936-2025) wakes at 6:00am. Given his ongoing
struggle with serious respiratory illness, he feels reasonably well. But at 6:30am, the
pope suffers a stroke and falls into a coma. He dies one hour later. Pope Francis
passes after eighty-eight years of life; after twelve years, one month, and eight days
as Bishop of Rome and Supreme Pontiff of the Roman Catholic Church.

The Holy Father’s final days are a microcosm of his papacy. All of the major themes
of his ministry are present: Care for our common home. Care for the aged, the poor,
the sick, the migrant, and the left behind. God’s style of closeness, compassion, and
tenderness. A Church where all are loved. A Church where all are welcome. A
Church where everyone walks together as brothers and sisters.

On Holy Thursday, Pope Francis insists on visiting the Regina Coeli Prison in Rome.
In previous years, the pope washes the feet of prisoners in spiritual communion
with the Poor Christ who washed the feet of the disciples on the night before his
passion. Although too weak to leave his wheelchair, the pope meets with seventy
prisoners and presents them with rosaries and pocket copies of the gospels.

On Good Friday, Pope Francis follows the Way of the Cross on television. And yet
he is truly present through the deeply moving meditations that he personally writes
for the service. These reflections call us to be faithful stewards of the earth; to live
the Gospel by practicing the Beatitudes; and to carry the Cross of Christ that “tears
down walls, cancels debts, quashes judgment, and establishes reconciliation” among
all peoples, from all places, from all walks of life.

On Easter Sunday, Pope Francis offers the traditional invocation from the balcony of
Saint Peter’s Basilica. With great courage and resolve, the Holy Father then enters
the square in the popemobile and greets thousands of joyful pilgrims. Several chil-
dren are raised up for his blessing. Among these is a young girl with cancer. The
pope reaches out and gently touches her forehead. Their photo together is the last
one taken of him in this world. Pope Francis ends his life with God’s people. He is
forever the pastor who lives and dies with the smell of his sheep.

In his last testament, Pope Francis writes: “May the Lord give the deserved reward
to those who have loved me and will continue to pray for me. I offer the suffering
that has been present in the last part of my life to the Lord for peace in our world
and fraternity among peoples.” To have loved him is a blessing. To pray for him and
with him will bring many more blessings.

One year later, not a day goes by that I don’t pray for Pope Francis. Not a day goes
by that I don’t beg him to pray for me and for all of us. The pope “from the end of
the world” is my friend, my hero, my model of discipleship. Not all popes are can-
onized. Not all sainted popes are canonized quickly. So I may not see that day. But
in my heart and in my prayers, Pope Francis is already a saint. He is a patron of
hope, peace, mercy, and fraternity in a fractured world. Pope Francis, pray for us!
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CALL TO HOLINESS

Leopold of Gaiche
Friends of Saint Francis 2026

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22ND
BEGINS WITH MASS AT 5:30PM

All Christians are called to holiness. All Christians are
called to be saints. A saint is a person who has lived a
courageous and virtuous life: a life lived for God, a life
lived for others, a life worthy of imitation. Pope Leo XIV
recently proclaimed: “The lives of the saints teach us that
it is possible to live passionately amidst the complexities
of the present time without neglecting [Saint Paul’s] man-
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date to “shine like stars in the world (Philippians 2:15).

This year, the Catholic Church marks the 800th anniver-
sary of the life and legacy of Saint Francis of Assisi (1226-
2026). As part of our commemoration of this Special Jubi-
lee Year, we look not just to Saint Francis, but also to the
friends who knew him best, the holy men and women
who followed in his footsteps, the shining stars who
sought to live the Gospel in thought, word, and deed.

In this spirit, all are invited to join Father Jim and Brother
Patrick for our next Saints for All Seasons Mini-Retreat
beginning with Holy Mass on Wednesday, April 22nd at
5:30pm in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church.

After Mass and Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
Brother Patrick will offer a reflection on Blessed Leopold
of Gaiche (1732-1815), a Franciscan friar who is remem-
bered for his preaching and for restoring the Church’s
devotion to the Stations of the Cross.

After our reflection, Father Jim will celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation (for those who feel called to con-
fession) during a period of silent Eucharistic Adoration.
This special evening of prayer and devotion will conclude
with Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.

For more information about our Saints for All Seasons Mini
-Retreats, please contact Brother Patrick at 978-281-4820 or
brpatrick@ccgronline.com. Please join us! Bring a friend!
All are invited! All are welcome! Blessed Leopold of
Gaiche, pray for us! Saint Francis of Assisi, pray for us!

EASTER SEASON

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

A Rosary for Peace

IN COMMUNION WITH POPE LEO,
LET'S PRAY TOGETHER!

In January 2003, just a few weeks before the beginning of
Operation Iraqi Freedom, an ailing Pope John Paul II
(1920-2005) met with international diplomats in Rome.
The Holy Father did not mince words about the looming
prospect of hostilities between nations. In a frail voice, he
cried out: “No to war! War is not always inevitable, but it
is always a defeat for humanity!”

At the same time, the pope and saint reminded his audi-
ence that peace is always within reach. He said: “It is pos-
sible to change the course of events, once goodwill, trust
in others, fidelity to commitments, and cooperation be-
tween responsible partners are allowed to prevail.”

In this spirit and in spiritual communion with those who
long for peace around the world, all friends, neighbors,
and fellow parishioners of the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport are invited to join Brother Patrick
in offering A Rosary for Peace Featuring Prayers by Pope
Francis at the following days and times:

A ROSARY FOR PEACE
Saturday, April 18th at 2:30pm
With Eucharistic Adoration
Saint Ann Church

A ROSARY FOR PEACE
Friday, April 24th at 3:00pm
With Eucharistic Adoration

Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

A ROSARY FOR PEACE
Sunday, May 3rd at 8:45am
With Eucharistic Adoration

Saint Joachim Church

For more information about A Rosary for Peace and these
special moments of prayer for our suffering world, please
contact Brother Patrick at brpatrick@ccgronline.com or
978-281-4820. If you are unable to attend in person, please
join with us in spiritual communion by praying online
with A Rosary for Peace at assisiproject.com/podcast. All
are welcome! May the Risen Lord give you peace!


mailto:brpatrick@ccgronline.com
mailto:brpatrick@ccgronline.com

CCGRONLINE.COM
PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF APRIL 11TH & 12TH

Holy Family Parish

$6,075
$2,857
$8,932

Offertory
Electronic
Total

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory $3,603
Electronic $599
Total $4,202

Thank you for your generous support
for Holy Family Parish
& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

Our Lady’s Lounge Presents
A Musical Showcase

SATURDAY, APRIL 25TH - BEGINS AT 7:00PM

All friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners of the
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport are invit-
ed to join us for Our Lady’s Lounge on Saturday, April
25th at 7:00pm in the parish hall. Our musical showcase
will feature Captain Jack Favazza, along with Mark Da-
vis, Alessandro Schoc, and Luann Palazzola.

Tickets are $20 per person. They are available at the door,
the parish office, or by contacting Beth Fosberry or Linda
Galvin. All are welcome to bring food and snacks. Coffee,
tea, soft drinks, and bottled water will be offered for sale,
along with a cash bar. In addition, we will have several
raffles with great prizes!

All proceeds from this special musical showcase will sup-
port the good works at Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish.
For more information, please leave a message at 978-281-
4820 or contact Beth Fosberry at jcbf33@yahoo.com or
Linda Galvin at lingalv2010@gmail.com. Spread the
word! Bring a friend! All are welcome!

LEO FROM CHICAGO
THE LIFE OF ROBERT FRANCIS PREVOST
A New Documentary Film
ccgronline.com/resources
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CALL TO WORSHIP
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Youth Faith Formation

Celebrations of First Holy Communion

BEGINS SATURDAY, MAY 2ND

As Catholics, we believe that the Eucharist is the “source
and summit” of our shared life of prayer, fellowship, and
service. We believe that the Eucharist is the Body and
Blood of Christ. And like Pope Francis, we believe in our
hearts: “The Eucharist is essential for us. It is Christ who
wishes to enter into our lives and fill us with his grace.
The Eucharist, although it is the fullness of the sacramen-
tal life, is not a prize for the perfect, but a powerful medi-
cine and nourishment for the weak (EG 47).”

In this spirit, fifty-nine of our young disciples have com-
pleted their preparations and are ready to receive the Eu-
charist for the first time. As our annual celebrations of
First Holy Communion approach, all are encouraged to
be mindful of our upcoming schedule:

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS
Saturday, May 2nd & Saturday, May 9th at 4:00pm
Saint Ann Church

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS
Sunday, May 3rd at 11:45am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS
Sunday, May 10th at 10:00am
Saint Joachim Church

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS
Sunday, May 17th at 11:45am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

If your child has completed the second grade and has not
received the Sacraments of Baptism or Eucharist, we have
a special program for them called The Way for Kids! which
begins on Saturday, April 25th from 4:30pm until 5:45pm.
For more information, please contact Betsy Works at 978-
282-4820 or bworks@ccgronline.com. Please pray for all of
our young disciples and their families! Peace, blessings,
and congratulations to all!
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS

April 18th — April 26th

Saturday, April 18 Vigil - Third Sunday of Easter
4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Arthur Sheehan
6:00pm . .
Our Lady’s Church The Niemi Family
Sunday, April 19 Third Sunday of Easter
7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Ronald & Mary Lou Joseph
8:15am . . .
Saint Ann Church Michele Balistreri
10:00am Jim Contri
Saint Joachim Church 0
11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Kyle & Taylor Campbell
Easter Season
April 22 at 5:30pm .
Our Lady’s Church Alex & Tina Borge
April 23 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church Manuel S. Nunes
April 24 at 8:00am .
Our Lady’s Church All Souls in Purgatory
Saturday, April 25 Vigil - Fourth Sunday of Easter
4:00pm s
Saint Ann Church Sam & Katy Ciolino
6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Annette Mannone
Sunday, April 26 Fourth Sunday of Easter
7:00am .
Our Lady’s Church Billy M. Cunha
8:15am
Saint Ann Church Donna Lok
10:00am . .
Saint Joachim Church Nicolo Vitale
11:45am .
Our Lady’s Church Berta Silva

EASTER SEASON

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25
per week. For the week of Sunday, April 19th, donations
were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Maria “Enza” Noto
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Paul Frontiero
Sanctuary Gifts - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Bonnie Sawyer
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Dominic Ciolino
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of Melvin & Gloria Sears
Sanctuary Gifts - Our Lady of Good Voyage

In Memory of Sandy Sears
Sanctuary Candle - Chapel of the Archangels

In Memory of Mary Lou Joseph
Pope Francis Candle - Our Lady of Good Voyage

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Melissa Jo-
seph at office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank
you for your generous support! May God bless our de-
parted brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM SAINT GIANNA

The stillness of prayer
is the essential condition for fruitful action.
Before all else, the disciple kneels down.

Saint Gianna Beretta Molla (1922-1962)
Patron of Mothers & Families
Feast Day - April 28th
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& CREMATION SERVICE

“Servmg Cape Ann fam111es since 1884”

me 9%
212 Washington Street,
Gloucester, MA 01930

978- 283 0698
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106 Sylvan Street, Danvers * 978-774-0727
SALES « SERVICE - BODY SHOP * RENTALS
PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

b .

PEACE OF MIND STARTS WITH A PLAN

Preplanning helps arganize your estate,
document your wishes, and ease the
burden on your family.

CAMPBELL FUNERAL HOME

61 Middle Street, Gloucester (978) 283-0884
www.campbellfuneral.com

'-ELEBRATING LIVES
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FUNERAL HOME
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Catholic @Ztmtttry Aggoriation

of the Archdiocese of Boston, Inc.

Call today for your FREE
Pre-Planning Guide

www.ccemetery.org
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Your support for the Clergy
Trust parish collections
provides for the health,

wellness, and retirement
» heeds of our active and

i senior priests.

clergytrust

Thank you for your
generosity to this collection
and for helping us care for

GIVE TODAY o5
those who care for us. 3

VIA THE
QR CODE

For Advertising call 617-779-3771
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LOBSTER
IN-THE-ROUGH
ON SEVEN SEAS WHARF AT THE GLOUCESTER HOUSE

¢

BLUE COLLAR

=<LOBSTER CO.——

Preferred Auto Body

Steve Lambert Jr. « Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

HOT BOILED LOBSTERS - LOBSTER ROLLS - FRESH OYSTERS - SHRIMP COCKTAIL
CLAM CHOWDER - CALAMAR! - LIVE LOBSTERS - HARBORSIDE BAR
63 ROGERS ST, GLOUCESTER - 978-283-1812 - OPEN 7 DAYS

0000000000000 00000000000000000 00
©000000000000000000000000000000 00

Catholic
Appeal

Your support of the 2026 Catholic Appeal will have a
meaningful impact on our parishes, schools, and ministries
that serve so many throughout our Archdiocese of Boston.

Oone

OCISE OF ROSTOM | CAT

Please Support Our Mission!

Scan the QR code
& Give Today!

'Custom Photo Boards

Pilot Bulletins

Memorial Services, Celebrations of Life, B|rthdays Graduations

paul@dohertygraphics.com
Let us do the work!

IIBI'W

www.Dohertygraphics.com Wd
Graphics f Made Easy.

21951

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA
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Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

BB Gy

LET'STALKABOUT...

Business Banking
Commercial Lending
Merchant Services

978-283-8200
BankGloucester.com  wember Foic | Member DIF

Gloucester
160 Main Street [

Ipswich
143 High Street

Essex
15 Martin Street

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1975
John Tuomivirta

TeI 978-283-3829 -

16 Mansfield St. Gloucester, MA 01930

"--
e

Fax: 978-283-2407

Sullysautobody@gmail.com

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Ve

Whitmarsh Lock & Safe

800-696-1913
Locksmith Since 1913 High Security Locks

Historic Preservation
Decorative Hardware

Kee 'ifﬁlu ——

Cape Ann e @

Carpet « Area Rugs « Vinyl

Ceramic - Wood - Laminate

GLOVER'S

FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service
for over 50 years
18 Whittemore St. - Gloucester

978-283-3940

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Pete the

. Painter
Serving
Cape Ann
for 15 Years

www. petemartmthepamter com

‘NSVH

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM
Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell
7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

A Locally Owned Small
Animal Practice Serving
the North Shore

;-

PHONE 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060

info@nsvets.com
www.nsvets.com
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Jim’s;Bagel

& BAKE SHOPPE
Gloucestas, M

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester
Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - épm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm

978-283-3383 « www.jimsbagels.com

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Bridget E. Murray, Esq

Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets 4

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Brother’s
Brew Cafe

restaurant

25 Main Street, Rockport, MA
917.8-546-377/75

www.bracketts.com

GLOUCESTER
RENTAL CENTER

(978) 281-3266

www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com
32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

handymjbpalntmg@gmall com
978-290-0537

MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester

MOUNT PLEASANT

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service.
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

Across from Calvary Cemetery 978 2 8 3 784 1

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

mountpleasantmemorials.com

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

“After a 35-year i
office career,

| find this work

very rewarding.”

- Linda E., ABC Caregiver

Homemakers | HHAs
Online & On-site Training

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

A Home
BC Healthcare

Professionals

978-281-1001

abchhp.com/apply-online

M
Cape Ann
Savings Bank

yearsd experience
« Electrical repair
* Installation
* Maintenance
» Renovations

+ Commercial
+ Residential

* Marinas

+» Generators

Fully Licensed and Insured Electricians

(978)‘283'0750 Free Estimates

www.nobleelectriciansinc.com

@ ANDREW

REALTY SERVICES

John Veneziano
Broker Owner/Parishioner
Serving MA, NH & ME
617-840-5499

EigE
A
¢

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

/Ty ..
1959 - 2019

Desting's

GLOUCESTER MA

Subs - Soups - Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us
Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering
Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm
We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

Like us on

www.destinossubs.com n Facebook

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

R O
21951

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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