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A Prayer for Life

Following in the footsteps of his beloved predecessor, Pope Leo XIV offers a special prayer
intention each month and invites all believers and people of goodwill around the world to
pray with him. In July, the Holy Father invites us to pray for the respect of human life.

Lord of life, you created us in love
and called us to live in fullness.
Each person is a sacred gift
that reflects your face,
from the first instant of existence
to the final breath of their journey on earth.

Today we ask for the grace
to recognize and protect
the unique and unrepeatable value
of every human being.

May we learn to welcome life unconditionally,
to tenderly care for fragility,
to accompany each stage with respect,
and to bravely defend those who have no voice.

Forgive us, Lord, when we fall
into indifference or the culture of discard,
when we fail to see in others
a being worthy of love.

Give us a new heart,
always ready to choose life,
and generous hands that protect it
through concrete actions.

May your Church be a living witness
of the Gospel of Life,
an open home where every life is celebrated
where no one feels unwanted,
and where dignity is always honored and protected.

Lord Jesus, may we love life as you love it:
with tenderness, fidelity, and self-giving.
May we proclaim in words and actions
that every human life is worth
the total gift of ourselves. Amen.
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Reaching for Heaven

My hermitage in Maine rests on the northeastern slope of a small mountain that rises approxi-
mately 850 feet above sea level. In autumn, leaves change early. Winter lasts longer. Spring
arrives slowly. And summer flowers take their time to bloom. Among these, the hemerocallis
fulva, more commonly known as the ditch daylily, begins its short season in mid-July. As we
say up home, these lilies are “gone by” in just a few short weeks.

Last Friday morning, I walked one of my dogs along our dirt road before the worst of the
day’s heat. I passed the daylily patch near the corner. Delight and surprise filled my heart.
Alone among hundreds of daylilies, one had blossomed with the sunrise. Its orange flower
was rich with color as it reached for the sun, as it reached for the heavens. As Henri Nouwen
once wrote: “Just as a whole world of beauty can be discovered in one flower, so the great
grace of God can be tasted in one small moment.” This was one of those moments.

Seconds later, Father Jim called and shared the awful news about Father Ben’s sudden pass-
ing. Our pastor could hardly speak. His voice choked with emotion. A whole world of beauty
was suddenly dark. The great grace of God was suddenly gone. I felt a cry rise up from my
heart, from the core of my being, but it presented itself as a brutal silence beneath a withering
sun. I could not cry. I could not speak. I just walked into the shade and stared at the daylily.

Pope Francis (1936-2025) once said: “Grief, especially when it is so excruciating and without
explanation, needs only cling to the thread of prayer that cries out to God day and night, that
sometimes expresses itself in the absence of words, that does not attempt to resolve a crisis,
but on the contrary, inhabits questions that keep returning: “Why, Lord? Why did this hap-
pen? Why did you not intervene? Where are you?”” In this sense, the cry that manifested itself
as a cold and hard silence is a kind of prayer. Asking “Why?’ is also a form of prayer.

We all know why this happened. We know that people with power make decisions that can
destroy the lives of people without power. At the same time, we know that Father Ben would
not want us to be angry. He would not want us to lash out. Father Ben would want us to pray,
make peace, love each other, and forgive again and again those who created the circumstances
that led to his death. He would want us to overcome darkness with light and goodness.

Since joining our pastoral team four years ago, Father Ben delighted us with his joy, his kind-
ness, his singing, and his good example. His love for God, love for God’s word, and love for
God’s people made me want to be a better person, a better hermit-monk, a better sharer of
God’s love and mercy. Whether meeting him in church, in the confessional, or at the Azorean
Restaurant for a Sunday lunch, Father Ben always left me with something to pray about. That
something always brought me closer to Jesus, and in a way, closer to all of you.

The daylily teaches us about the beauty and brevity of life. It teaches us to appreciate every
day, every gift, and every blessing. It teaches us to focus not on how tragically a person dies,
but on how beautifully a person lives this one short life. My heart is shattered by our friend’s
death. But from that brokenness rises a bud of gratitude for a life of service, for a new angel to
watch over us, and for a new intercessor to pray for us. May Father Ben find eternal peace in
the loving embrace of Jesus, our merciful redeemer, friend, and brother. Amen.
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Praying for Father Ben

We commend you dear friend,
Father Benjamin Madu,
to God our Father.
We entrust you to our Creator.

May you rest
in the arms of our Sweet Lord
who formed you
from the dust of the earth.

May Holy Mary,
all the saints and all the angels
welcome you now
as you go forth from this life.

May our Lord Jesus Christ,
who was crucified for you
bring you a place of peace and freedom.

May our Lord Jesus Christ,
who died for you,

welcome you into the garden of paradise.

May our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Good Shepherd,
embrace you as one among his flock.

May God the Father
forgive your sins and shortcomings
and set you free
among those he has chosen.

May you see our Redeemer
face to face
and enjoy the vision of Almighty God
now and forever. Amen.

Glory to the Father,
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever.
Amen. Amen.

ORDINARY TIME

Saint Vincent de Paul Society
Special Second Collection

In the tradition of its patron and founder, the Saint Vin-
cent de Paul Society is a Roman Catholic fraternity that
calls men and women to grow spiritually and work to-
gether by providing person-to-person ministry to fami-
lies and individuals in need. Here are four important
ways that you can help us help others:

First, please give generously to our special second collec-
tion during all Masses on Saturday, July 18th and Sun-
day, July 19th in Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of
Good Voyage Parish. All donations will support the good
work of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society and go directly
to those in need of our help.

Second, all are invited to donate clothing (new or gently
used in good condition) to our Clothes Closet in Saint
Ann Church Hall, which is open on the second, third,
and fourth Saturdays of the month from 9:00am until
12:00pm. A donation bin is conveniently located in the
Saint Ann Church parking lot.

Third, your ongoing financial support is always much
appreciated. Donation envelopes are located at the en-
trances of all the churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport. Every donation, small or large,
makes a big difference toward helping our friends and
neighbors in need.

Fourth, new members and volunteers are always wel-
come! For more information about the Saint Vicent de
Paul Society and its good work in our parishes, please
contact Robert Weeks at svdpmemberl@gmail.com or
leave a message at 978-281-4820.

Last but not least, if you or someone you know needs our
help, please call us at 978-281-8672. Thank you for your
ongoing support for our ministry! Saint Vincent de Paul,
pray for us! May God bless you and your family!

Go to the poor and you will find God.

Saint Vincent de Paul
Patron of Charity
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Our Weekly Gifts

Holy Family Parish

Offertory $5,501
Electronic $2,459
Total $7,960

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory $5,171
Electronic $853
Total $6,024

Grand Annual Collections
Holy Family ~ $50,786 (102%)
Our Lady’s $21,857 (109%)

We reached our goals!
Thank you for your generous support
for Holy Family Parish
& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!
May God bless you!

Knights of Columbus
Serving Together Since 1897

The Knights of Columbus (Council 215) is a fraternal or-
ganization of Catholic men that serves both Holy Family
Parish and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. Since 1897,
we have sponsored countless acts of charity on Cape
Ann, including blood drives, food drives, golf tourna-
ments, and Coats for Kids.

Recently, the Knights collected 1,222 pounds of donated
groceries during their annual food drive for the Open
Door. The generosity of local residents at Shaw’s, Stop &
Shop, and Market Basket was truly inspiring! Thanks to
your support, the food pantry at Open Door will be bet-
ter able to help local families and individuals in need.

Our next monthly meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July
14th at 7:00pm in the parish office. For more information
about the Knights of Columbus and their good work in
our parishes, please contact Tony Favaloro at 978-360-
1788 or tony.favaloro@outlook.com. Please join us! New
members are always welcome!
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Grieving Together for Father Ben

The world is thy ship, not thy home.

Saint Therese of Lisieux (1873-1897)

Live so as not to fear death.
For those who lived well in the world,
death is not frightening,
it is but sweet and precious.

Saint Rose of Viterbo (1233-1251)

My Lord, it is time to move on.
Well then, may your will be done.
My Lord and my Spouse,
the hour that I have longed for has come.
It is time for us to meet.

Saint Theresa of Avila (1515-1582)

We must draw the comparison
between time and eternity.
This is the remedy for all of our troubles.
How small will this present moment appear
when we enter that great ocean.

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton (1174-1821)

I trust, in whatever way I die,
that I shall not be deprived of God’s mercy,
without which my eternal ruin
would be inevitable,
whether I die an unexpected death
or whether I long anticipate my end.

Saint Gertrude the Great (1256-1302)

Remember that when you leave this earth,
you can take with you nothing
that you have received,
but only what you have given:
a full heart enriched by honest service,
love, sacrifice, and courage.

Saint Francis of Assisi (1181-1226)
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July 11th —July 19th
Saturday, July 11 Vigil -15th Sunday
4:00pm .
Saint Ann Church Matteo & Santina LoGrande
6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Mary Works
Sunday, July 12 15th Sunday
7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Carol Santos
8:15am
Saint Ann Church Mark Gossom
10:00am Josephine Taormina
Saint Joachim Church p
11:45am P
Our Lady’s Church Alex “Pep” Borge
Ordinary Time
July 15 at 5:30pm .
Our Lady’s Church Marge Rizzo
July 16 at 8:00am .
Our Lady’s Church Joseph P. Taormina
July 17 at 8:00am

Our Lady’s Church Ruthann Chumacas

Saturday, July 18 Vigil -16th Sunday
4:00pm . . .
Saint Ann Church Francis & Nicholas Parisi
6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Evan & Bruce Reardon
Sunday, July 19 16th Sunday
7:00am
Our Lady’s Church John & Annamae Schondek
8:15am
Saint Ann Church Helen M. Greely
10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Mary E. Santo
11:45am

Adele Barratt

Our Lady’s Church

ORDINARY TIME

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25
per week. For the week of Sunday, July 12th, donations
were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Ronald & Mary Densmore Atwood
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Donald & Beverly Small
Sanctuary Candle & Gifts - Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Patrick R. Garvey
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of John & Gisela Illewicz
Sanctuary Candle - Our Lady’s Church

In Memory of Lucinda Senos
Sanctuary Candle - Chapel of the Archangels

In Memory of Reverend Benjamin O. Madu
Pope Francis Candle - Our Lady’s Church

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Father Jim at
office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you for
your generous support! May God bless our departed
brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

Love only bears fruit in self-giving:
when we are willing
to lose a little of ourselves
to make room for another;
to lose a little time to listen to a friend;
to lose a little comfort
to share in a time of hardship.

Pope Leo XIV
Vatican City - June 28, 2026
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& CREMATION SERVICE

erving Cape Ann families since 1884”

“S

L . e 0%
S - il B} 212 Washington Street,
E 15 g};t!iﬁs I_'I'V ES Gloucester, MA 01930
: 978-283-0698

Danvers Ford
106 Sylvan Street, Danvers * 978-774-0727

SALES - SERVICE - BODY SHOP « RENTALS
PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

0000000000000 000000000000000000 00
0000000000000 00000000000000000 00

LOBSTER
IN-THE-ROUGH
ON SEVEN SEAS WHARF AT THE GLOUCESTER HOUSE

&
BLUE COLLAR

=<LOBSTER CO.——

HOT BOILED LOBSTERS - LOBSTER ROLLS - FRESH OYSTERS - SHRIMP COCKTAIL
CLAM CHOWDER - CALAMAR! - LIVE LOBSTERS - HARBORSIDE BAR
63 ROGERS ST, GLOUCESTER - 978-283-1812 - OPEN 7 DAYS

0000000000000 00000000000000000 00
©000000000000000000000000000000 00

Preferred Auto Body

Steve Lambert Jr. « Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

PEACE OF MIND STARTS WITH A PLAN

Preplanning helps arganize your estate,
document your wishes, and ease the
burden on your family.

CAMPBELL FUNERAL HOME

61 Middle Street, Gloucester (978) 283-0884
www.campbellfuneral.com

(ﬂampbe]l

S\ _ -
%I% The Catholic Cemetery Asgsociation

of the Archdiocese of Boston, Inc.

Call today for your FREE
Pre-Planning Guide

www.ccemetery.org

BECOME IN AS
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit card or
other unsecured debt, see how we can help.

Call today:

+1 (866) 605-1934

.
- B2 NATIONAL

DEBT RELIEF

%
2 A

e | rating

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Leaf¢Filter

PROTECTION

Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

+ Free gutter inspection, quote

Save up-to*
good for1year Promo code:285

35% Off Call 1-844-320-4506

*Promotional offer includes 26% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with other
offers. See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1036795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 4.20223E+1,
FL CBCO56678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHICT11225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 262300330,
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 13VH13285000,
NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, Rl GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, VT 174.0000871, WA
LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Better Shelves.
Custom Solutions.

Say goodbye to clutter and frustration—wherever it lives.
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms,
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible
storage to every space in your home.

Pilot Bulletins

FREE EXPERT
DESIGN CONSULTATION

A $25O ,YA_FUE

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

a heighborly company

Schedule Now by Calling

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line.
EXP 6/30/2026. HIC # 212231.

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

BB Gy

LET'STALKABOUT...

Business Banking
Commercial Lending
Merchant Services

978-283-8200
BankGloucester.com  wember Foic | Member DIF

Gloucester

160 Main Street
Ipswich
143 High Street

Essex
15 Martin Street

af§

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1973
John Tuomivirta
TeI 978-283-3829 * Fax: 978-283-2407
16 Mansfield St. Gloucester, MA 01930
Sullysautobody@gmail.com

Mike@BertolinoElectricLLC.com
BertolinoElectricLLC.com

800-696-1913
Locksmlth Stnce 1913 High SeCUl’lty Locks

Historic Preservation
Decorative Hardware

Carpet « Area Rugs « Vinyl

Kee 1%

Cape Ann i o

M
Cape Ann
Savings Bank

Ceramic - Wood - Laminate

GLOVER'S

FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service
for over 50 years
18 Whittemore St. - Gloucester

978-283-3940

yearsd experience
+ Commercial
+ Residential
* Marinas
+» Generators

« Electrical repair
* Installation

* Maintenance

» Renovations

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Pete the

. Painter
Serving
Cape Ann
for 15 Year

www. petemartmthepamter com

‘NSVH

North Shore Veterinary Hospital
Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM

Jim’s: Bagel

& BAKE SHOPPE
Gloucarter, He

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester
Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - épm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm

978-283-3383 « www.jimsbagels.com

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Bridget E. Murray, Esq

Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets 4

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell
7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

A Locally Owned Small
Animal Practice Serving
the North Shore

p-

PHONE 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060
info@nsvets.com

www.nsvets.com

'-J.i’\\l

Brother’s
Brew Cafe

restaurant
25 Main Street, Rockport, MA
917.8-546-377/75

www.bracketts.com

MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

MOUNT PLEASANT

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service.
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester
Across from Calvary Cemetery 978 2 8 3 784 1

John & Julie Nicastro

Owners
mountpleasantmemorials.com

Fully Licensed and Insured Electricians

(978)‘283‘0750 Free Estimates

www.nobleelectriciansinc.com

@ ANDREW

REALTY SERVICES

GLOUCESTER
RENTAL CENTER

(978) 281-3266

www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com
32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

John Veneziano

Broker Owner/Parishioner

Serving MA, NH & ME
617-840-5499

040
A
ol

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

handymjbpalntmg@gmall com
978-290-0537

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

“After a 35-year i
office career,

| find this work

very rewarding.”

- Linda E., ABC Caregiver

l‘.lﬁ!‘!‘- 2"1.9

Desting's

GLOUCESTER MA

Homemakers | HHAs
Online & On-site Training

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

Subs - Soups - Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us
Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering
Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm
We accept all Major Credit Cards

A Home
BC Healthcare

Professionals

978-281-1001

abchhp.com/apply-online

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

Like us on

www.destinossubs.com n Facebook

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

O Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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