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SHARING GOD’S LOVE

The Hermit’s Song

PSALM 63

O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.

My body pines for you 
like a dry, weary land without water.

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary
to see your strength and your glory.

For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise.
So I will bless you all my life,

in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,

my mouth shall praise you with joy.

On my bed, I remember you.
On you, I muse through the night 

for you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.

My soul clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast.

Glory to the Father,
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM POPE FRANCIS\

The desert about which the psalmist speaks is our life.
We are that dry land thirsting for fresh water,

water that slakes our deepest thirsts...
In this thirst lies the great mystery of humanity.

It opens our hearts to the living God of love,
who comes to meet us and make us his children.

Pope Francis - September 4, 2023

WHAT’S ON YOUR SPIRITUAL PLAYLIST?

Did a passage from the scriptures ever change your life?
If so, please share it with us!

Contact Brother Patrick at brpatrick@ccgronline.com!

mailto:brpatrick@ccgronline.com
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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE

Lord, Lead Me Forth

BY BROTHER PATRICK

Fifteen summers ago, I traveled alone to Assisi, Italy for a retreat. In my room overlooking the 
Basilica of Saint Francis, the plan was for a week of prayer, silence, and solitude. But Assisi 
was hot, crowded, and pulsing with a vibrant energy. A regional cultural festival attracted 
thousands of people. Good food. Good music. Too much good wine. By the end of the fifth 
day, I called Father Jim and admitted to wasting the week. I begged him to rearrange my flight 
home and to ask the sisters if they had a room available for a second week.

When I arrived back at the convent, Sister Marcellina met me at the door. She said: “You may 
stay for another week under my supervision. Each morning, you will go to the Church of San 
Masseo. Bring only a breviary. Pray there in silence until lunch. In the afternoon, we will talk. 
After supper, you may visit Assisi to enjoy the sunset.” In her quiet way, Sister Marcellina 
placed me under an obedience. Nobody questions Sister Marcellina.

On the first day of this new retreat, I walked down into the valley and found the Church of 
San Masseo. Its crypt dates back to 1059. In 2009, the Bose Community, an ecumenical reli-
gious order of lay men and women, purchased the property. In just three years, the church 
was completely restored. Its orchard and vineyard were brought back to life. A retreat and 
conference center was built, along with studios for producing icons, fruit preserves, olive oil, 
and specialty sauces. The site is a hidden oasis of beauty and holiness.

In the perfect silence of an ancient church, I opened the breviary and whispered aloud the 
psalms and scriptures of Morning Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours. Moved by the experi-
ence, I repeated the prayers and realized that the words from the first psalm were speaking to 
me: O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. My body pines for you like a 
dry weary land without water (Psalm 63:1). I left the church, sat beneath an old olive tree, and 
whispered again and again the words of the psalm.

I did not have visions or hear voices. But the Lord grafted this psalm onto my heart. He im-
printed its words at the core of my being. It became the first track on the playlist of my spiritu-
al life. Before leaving Assisi, I learned that the desert fathers and mothers of the early church 
often prayed and meditated on Psalm 63. Saint John Chrysostom (347-407) wrote: “No day 
should pass without praying with this psalm.” I also learned that it is sometimes called the 
hermit’s song. Through this experience, a vocation was born.

Upon returning home, I met with my longtime spiritual director, Father Mark Noonan (1934-
2025). Father Mark was a quiet and deeply prayerful man. He did not suggest prayers, recom-
mend books, or readily offer advice. He always listened patiently. He almost always respond-
ed by saying: “Let the Lord lead you forth.” When I told him about my retreat in Assisi and 
confessed a growing interest in living as a hermit, he leaned back in his chair, smiled broadly, 
and said slowly: “Finally.”

This weekend, when you hear the words of Psalm 63 proclaimed at every Mass, please pray 
for me and for all men and women who discern a vocation to the eremitic life. And always 
remember that one poor hermit prays for you, for your family, and for your special intentions 
each and every day. May God bless you. May the Lord give you peace.
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Annual Mission Appeal
Welcome, Father Sean!

AUGUST 29TH & 30TH

This weekend, August 29th and August 30th, the Catho-
lic Community of Gloucester & Rockport is blessed to 
welcome Father Sean McGillicuddy, C.Ss.R. from the Ba-
silica of Our Lady of Perpetual Help in Boston. Father 
Sean has been a Redemptorist for forty years. He was a 
missionary in Brazil; and he served in parishes in Man-
hattan, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Brooklyn, and the Bronx.

Father Sean will talk with us about the good works of the 
Perpetual Help Project in Brazil. Inspired by the life and 
ministry of the late Father Patrick McGillicuddy, the Per-
petual Help Project (which includes Redemptorists, lay 
people, and religious men and women) work with the 
poor and homeless in and around Curitiba, Brazil.

This ministry inspired the founding of Sarnelli College, a 
residence and fully accredited school for homeless adult 
men. The students are invited to live and study until they 
complete the equivalent of a high school education. After 
graduation, the men can continue studies at the Universi-
ty of Curitiba. Inspired by Father Pat, they formed a com-
munity in which the Lord is clearly present and active.

Over the years, the participants in this program have be-
come valued members of local parishes and the wider 
community. They contribute to the well being of their 
friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners by putting 
their new skills into practice and by living lives of deep 
faith, hope, and love.

At all weekend Masses, Father Sean will speak with us 
about his missionary work and about building a spiritual 
communion between our parishes, the Perpetual Help 
Project, and all those whose daily lives may be very dif-
ferent from our own culture and customs.

In support of these ministries, both Holy Family Parish 
and Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish will ask for a sec-
ond collection on August 29th and August 30th. Your 
generous support will be much appreciated. On behalf of 
our senior priests and pastoral team, we welcome Father 
Sean McGillicuddy to the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport! Peace, blessings, and sincere 
thanks to all! — Father Jim

LIVE THE GOSPEL

The Assisi Project
Franciscan Virtues - Loving Our Enemies

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5TH AT 8:00AM

This year marks the 800th anniversary of the life and 
death of Saint Francis of Assisi (1226-2026). In commemo-
ration of this sacred milestone, Pope Leo XIV has declared 
a Special Jubilee Year which has inspired us to focus our 
adult faith formation programs on the Poor Man of Assisi. 
In this spirit, the Assisi Project is going back to the basics, 
back to the life and good example of our patron and his 
first followers to learn more about the virtues that can 
help us follow Saint Francis and live the Gospel of Christ 
in thought, word, and deed.

All friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners of the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport are invit-
ed to join us on Saturday, September 5th at 8:00am in Our 
Lady of Good Voyage Church for a two hour mini-retreat 
that includes Holy Mass, a reflection by Father Jim and 
Brother Patrick, along with a period of prayer and faith 
sharing. At this gathering, we will focus on the Franciscan 
virtue of loving our enemies.

Founded in 2007 by Father Jim and Brother Patrick, the 
Assisi Project is a Fellowship of Franciscans in Spirit with 
friends and followers around the world. We are dedicated 
to helping believers of all ages more faithfully live the 
Good News in the spirit of Saint Francis and Saint Clare 
of Assisi. We are also dedicated to promoting a devotion 
to Pope Francis (1936-2025) as a patron of peace, mercy, 
and fraternity in our troubled world.

You do not need to be a member of our fellowship to join 
us for this special morning of prayer and reflection! So, 
please join us! Bring a friend! If you would like us to pray 
for your special intention or if you would like more infor-
mation about the Assisi Project and its good work in our 
parishes, please contact Brother Patrick at 978-281-4820 or 
brpatrick@assisiproject.com. Saint Francis of Assisi, pray 
for us! Saint Clare of Assisi, pray for us! Our Lady of the 
Angels, pray for us! Pope Francis, pray for us! All are in-
vited! All are welcome!

mailto:brpatrick@assisiproject.com
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF AUGUST 22ND & 23RD

Holy Family Parish

Offertory   $5,969
Electronic       $747   
Total                  $6,716

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory   $4,473
Electronic      $443
Total   $4,916

Thank you for your generous support 
for Holy Family Parish 

& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

A Special Invitation
Diaconate Ordination of Peter Brau

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH

On Saturday, September 12th, our friend and fellow pa-
rishioner, Peter Brau, will be ordained as a permanent 
deacon at the Cathedral of the Holy Cross in Boston by 
Archbishop Richard Henning. This is a moment of prayer 
and celebration for all who live, work, and worship in the 
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport.

All are invited to join Father Jim and members of our 
pastoral team in attending the ordination Mass at 
10:00am. A bus will depart at 8:30am sharp from Our 
Lady of Good Voyage Church and return immediately 
afterward. The requested donation is $25 per person. If 
you would like to reserve a seat on the bus, please con-
tact Father Jim at 978-281-4820 or frjim@ccgronline.com 
by Monday, August 31st at 5:00pm.

For those unable to join us due to age, illness, or disabil-
ity, Brother Patrick will lead Morning Prayer from the 
Liturgy of the Hours and the Franciscan Rosary from 
9:00am until 10:00am in Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Church. Everyone who joins us will also have an oppor-
tunity to venerate a relic of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

We hope and pray that you will be able to join us for this 
special morning of prayer and celebration for Peter Brau 
and his family! Peace and blessings to all!

SHARE GOD’S LOVE

Our Lady of Good Voyage
Summer Carillon Concerts

SEASON FINALE
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH AT 6:30PM

A popular summer tradition has returned to Our Lady of 
Good Voyage Parish and the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport! Our Summer Carillon Concerts 
continue this Friday, September 4th at 6:30pm!

This year, Luann Pallazola, Cynthia Cafasso, and Thomas 
Dort have prepared programs that include faith-filled 
hymns, patriotic melodies, and classical and international 
music, along with selections especially for children!

Installed in 1922, the carillon at Our Lady of Good Voyage 
Church is the first toned bell set ever in the United States. 
The carillon’s thirty-one bronze bells hang from a steel 
beam within the west tower. And our bells range in 
weight from 16 pounds to 3,000 pounds.

The carillon bells at Our Lady of Good Voyage Church 
were forged by the Taylor Foundry in Loughboro, Eng-
land. In order to avoid the payment of a tariff upon their 
arrival in Gloucester, the church was declared a ware-
house by the Collector of Customs in Boston, who hap-
pened to be a friend of the local congressman. Soon after, 
a bill declaring them a “work of art” was passed by the 
United States Congress and signed into law by President 
Warren G. Harding.

Although our bells can be heard from blocks away, the 
sound is always best near the church. Once again this 
year, Our Lady’s Guild will be selling snacks, cold drinks, 
and raffle tickets to support the parish.

Our Summer Carillon Concerts are an awesome oppor-
tunity for the whole family to enjoy the gift of music with 
friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners! For more in-
formation, please contact Luann Pallazola at lpalla-
zola@gmail.com or 978-281-4820. Save the date! Spread 
the word! Bring a friend! Bring your family! Please join us 
as we celebrate the gift of beautiful music! All are invited! 
All are welcome!

mailto:frjim@ccgronline.com
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS

August 29th—September 6th

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of 
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary 
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested 
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25 
per week. For the week of Sunday, August 30th, dona-
tions were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Dana Martin
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Ida M. Chambers
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Ida M. Chambers
Sanctuary Flowers· Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of the Terranova Family
Sanctuary Candle· Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of Antonio Procaccini
Sanctuary Candle· Our Lady’s Church

In Memory of Joesph Sinagra
Sanctuary Candle· Chapel of the Archangels

In Memory of Edwin Lopez-Cornejo
Pope Francis Candle· Our Lady’s Church

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary 
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in 
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Father Jim at 
office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you for 
your generous support! May God bless our departed 
brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI\

No one showed me what to do,
but the Most High God revealed to me

that I was called to live 
according to the form of the Holy Gospel.

Saint Francis of Assisi
Special Jubilee Year - 1226-2026
ccgronline.com - assisiproject.com

Saturday, August 29 Vigil - 22nd Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Joseph Ciaramitaro

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Eugene “Tony” & Florence Ciluffo

Sunday, August 30 22nd Sunday

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Nancy Solmon

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Alfonso Paglia

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Ida M. Chambers

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Ralph Pescatore

Ordinary Time

September 2 at 5:30pm
Our Lady’s Church Captain John S. Testaverde

September 3 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church The Shallow Family

September 4 at 8:00am
Our Lady’s Church All Souls in Purgatory

Saturday, September 5 Vigil - 23rd Sunday

4:00pm
Saint Ann Church Captain Antonino Romeo

6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Evan Reardon

Sunday, September 6 23rd Sunday

7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Kevin Teixeira

8:15am
Saint Ann Church Father Benjamin O. Madu

10:00am
Saint Joachim Church The Williams Family

11:45am
Our Lady’s Church Alex & Tina Borge

mailto:office@ccgronline.com
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Greely Funeral Home

212 Washington Street, 
Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-0698

&   CREMATION SERVICE

“Serving Cape Ann families since 1884”
Steve Lambert Jr.  •  Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

Preferredautobody@outlook.com
7 Pond Road • Gloucester, MA 01930

978.283.2008

Preferred Auto Body

PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

Danvers Ford
“Where Customers Become Friends”

The Guinee Family

106 Sylvan Street, Danvers • 978-774-0727
SALES • SERVICE • BODY SHOP • RENTALS

LOBSTER
IN-THE-ROUGH
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AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

Call 1-844-320-4506

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285

©2026 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only. 
Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 12/31/26. HIC # 212231.

SCHEDULE NOW: 
1-855-625-9032

AS SEEN IN

• FREE no-obligation
design consultation

• CUSTOM-BUILT

• FAST,
installation

• LIFETIME WARRANTY* 

EXPERT INSTALLATION

50%
OFF

FALL COURSES

REGISTRATION OPEN

mailto:Preferredautobody@outlook.com
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Our staff and attorneys will work
to preserve and protect your assets.

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Bridget E. Murray, Esq

MOUNT PLEASANT 
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

N I C A S T R O

mountpleasantmemorials.com978.283.7841
150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester

Across from Calvary Cemetery

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service. 
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

Whitmarsh Lock & Safe

Locksmith Since 1913
800-696-1913 Historic Preservation

Decorative Hardware
High Security Locks

Free Estimates

24 Hour 
Emergency 

Services

GLOVER'S
FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service

for over 50 years

978-283-3940

978-283-8200
BankGloucester.com

LET’STALKABOUT
Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

Business Banking
Commercial Lending
Merchant Services

AUTO REPAIR & ALIGNMENT

978.281.4909

Rob Madruga
5 Pond Road
Gloucester
MA 01930

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

Phone 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060

A Locally Owned Small 
Animal Practice Serving 
the North Shore

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM

info@nsvets.com
www.nsvets.com

Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

www.destinossubs.comwww.destinossubs.com

Full Breakfast Lunch Dinner and Catering
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Subs • Soups • Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us

Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering

Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm

We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100( )

John Veneziano
Broker Owner/Parishioner

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

Serving MA, NH & ME

617-840-5499

Homemakers | HHAs 
Online & On-site Training 

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

978-281-1001
abchhp.com/apply-online

P r o f e s s i o n a l s

Home
Healthcare®

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester

978-283-3383 • www.jimsbagels.com

Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - 6pm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm 

(978) 281-3266
www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com

32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

Keep It In 
Cape Ann

www.capeannsavings.bank

978-283-0246

handymjbpainting@gmail.com

978-290-0537

HANDYMAN & HANDYMAN & 

JB PAINTINGJB PAINTING

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

25 Main Street, Rockport, MA
978-546-3775978-546-3775

www.bracketts.com

Brother’s 
Brew Cafe

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

Pete the Painter
Serving

Cape Ann
for 15 Years.

978-559-9365 978-559-9365 

www.petemartinthepainter.com

BETTER
CALL
BERTO

978-879-8452
Mike@BertolinoElectricLLC.com

BertolinoElectricLLC.com

Sully’s Auto Body
Est 1973

978-283-3829
AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

mailto:bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com
mailto:info@nsvets.com
mailto:johneveneziano@gmail.com
mailto:info@glourental.com
mailto:handymjbpainting@gmail.com
mailto:handymjbpainting@gmail.com
mailto:Mike@BertolinoElectricLLC.com
mailto:Mike@BertolinoElectricLLC.com
www.nsvets.com
www.dwewswtin.doessstuinboss.csoumbs.com
www.dwewswtin.doessstuinboss.csoumbs.com
www.jimsbagels.com
www.jimsbagels.com
www.glourental.com
www.glourental.com
www.capeannsavings.bank
www.capeannsavings.bank
www.bracketts.com
www.bracketts.com
www.petemartinthepainter.com
www.petemartinthepainter.com

