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CALL TO PRAYER
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For Mental Health Ministry
BY POPE LEO XIV

Following in the footsteps of his beloved predecessor, Pope Leo XIV offers a prayer inten-
tion each month and invites all people of goodwill around the world to pray with him. This
month, the Holy Father calls us to pray for all who suffer with mental illness and for all
who are part of mental health ministries. In spiritual communion with the pope, we pray:

God of life,
you know the innermost depths of our hearts:
the light and shadows within us,
the silent wounds that sometimes no one sees.
Today we bring before you
our brothers and sisters who struggle
with challenges to their mental health,
who suffer in solitude with anxiety,
depression, or any other mental illness.
You call them by name,
with tenderness,
and in you they find dignity and hope.
Forgive us for the times
that we have looked the other way,
feeding the stigma and discrimination
of persons with mental illnesses.
May your Church be an open house,
a safe space where everyone has a place,
a community that accompanies and never excludes,
that listens without judging,
and draws near without fear.

We pray to you, Lord, for those who care:
professionals, family members, and volunteers,
men and women,
who with patience and love,
build bridges of understanding and comfort.
Give them strength and compassion to sustain others.
Send your spirit upon us,
so that we may learn to welcome
and integrate care for mental health
into the life and ministry of our communities
and of the whole Church,
and thus become a living sign of your mercy,
which never abandons and always restores. Amen.
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OUR PASTOR’S MESSAGE

But First, Jesus Wept

FATHER JIM

Last week, I received an official copy of the death certificate for my friend and brother
priest, Father Benjam Okwudili Madu. It was issued on September 30, 2026 by the Regis-
try of Vital Records for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. It is clear and concise. It is
deeply disturbing. Its details are presented in a cold and impersonal way.

The certificate reports that Father Ben was born on May 15, 1972 in Abor, a community
comprised of eight villages in southeastern Nigeria. It reports that his parents are named
Anthony and Perpetua. It reports that he earned a Master’s Degree and served as a hospi-
tal chaplain. It also reports that Father Ben took his own life on July 2, 2026.

Father Ben’s suicide is a shocking tragedy for him, for his friends and loved ones, for the
staff and patients at Salem Hospital, and for all of us who were touched by his good work
here in the Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport. More than that, his death sig-
nals the failure of government policies toward immigrants, especially our missionary
priests, who come here to undertake important and necessary ministries.

Serving as a hospital chaplain is not easy. It is no small thing. It is a special calling that
requires extensive and intensive training. It calls for a unique personality, a complete
commitment, and a sincere devotion to the sick and suffering. It is perhaps the most
stressful, most demanding, and most underappreciated ministries in the Lord’s vineyard.
For this reason, Father Ben’s sudden death also signals the failure of the Church to ade-
quately nurture and support its lay, ordained, and consecrated ministers.

Sarah Schulman, a playwright and human rights activist, once wrote: “Suicide is often a
failure of community.” There is a hard truth in these blunt words. Father Ben’s death rais-
es many questions and provokes countless regrets. Looking back, what bothers me most
is that during his final days of life, Father Ben somehow felt that he could not count on me
and our pastoral team. He felt that he could not count on his friends, colleagues, and
brother priests. He felt that he could not count on the institutional church. He felt that he
could not count on any of us when he needed us most. How could someone so loved feel
so lost? How could someone so loved feel so alone?

Despite his death, Father Ben lives in our hearts. He lives in the love that he had for his
friends and family, especially for his parents and siblings. He lives in the friendship that
he shared with me and members of our pastoral team, especially Betsy and Brother Pat-
rick. He lives in the memory of his broad smile, his gentle voice, his beautiful songs. He
lives in the joyful faith that he shared with us every weekend for more than four years.

For whatever time is left in my life, I will grieve over Father Ben's tragic passing. I will
second guess what was done and not done for him. Suicide is never a choice. It is a hu-
man tragedy that beckons the survivors to care more, love more, and pray more for God’s
blessings of love, mercy, and friendship. Not long before he died, Father Ben said: “Do
not make a fuss over me.” But I believe with my whole heart that when Father Ben left us,
Jesus did make a fuss over him. Jesus welcomed him home with a warm smile and wide
open arms. But first Jesus wept — just like we do.

3



INSTAGRAM: @CCGRONLINE

CALL TO WORSHIP

Month of All Souls
Masses of Remembrance

BEGIN SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31ST

During November, the Month of All Souls, all are invited
to join Father Jim and the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport as we celebrate Masses of Remem-
brance for family, friends, and fellow parishioners whose
funerals were celebrated in our parishes during this year.

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE |
Saturday, October 31st at 4:00pm
Saint Ann Church

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE I
Sunday, November 1st at 11:45am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

MASS OF REMEMBRANCE i
Sunday, November 8th at 10:00am
Saint Joachim Church

A PRAYER FOR ALL SOULS

Loving God,
through the resurrection of Jesus,
you call us to eternal life and happiness.

During the Month of All Souls,

we remember our brothers and sisters
who have gone before us into heaven’s glory.
May they share in the joy and blessing
that you promise to all who love you
and have faith in you.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,
God forever and ever. Amen.

Please pray for our departed brothers and sisters! May the
souls of the faithful departed rest in peace! For more in-
formation about the Month of All Souls and our Annual
Masses of Remembrance, please contact Father Jim at
frjim@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Please join us! All
are invited! All are welcome!

ORDINARY TIME

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

NOW MORE THAN EVER,
WE NEED YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization that is dedicated to responding to any request
from any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann,
we work through Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of
Good Voyage Parish to serve the poor and the needy.
Help us help others! Donations can be pushed through
the mail slot in the parish office, dropped in the collection
basket at any Weekend Mass, or mailed to:

Saint Vincent de Paul Society
74 Pleasant Street
Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930

New members and volunteers are always welcome! For
more information about the Saint Vincent de Paul Society
and its good work in our parishes and hometowns,
please contact Harry Miller at 978-281-8672 or Robert
Weeks at svdpmemberl@gmail.com. If you or someone
you know needs our help, please call 978-281-8672.
Thank you for your generous support for the Saint Vin-
cent de Paul Society! May God bless you!

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

OUR CLOTHES CLOSET
OPEN SECOND, THIRD & FOURTH SATURDAYS

The Saint Vincent de Paul Clothes Closet is open for busi-
ness in Saint Ann Church Hall on the second, third, and
fourth Saturdays of every month from 9:00am until
12:00pm. All friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners
are welcome to drop by and check out the Clothes Closet
by entering through the Pleasant Street doors of Saint
Ann Church Hall.

Donations of gently worn clothing and shoes are grateful-
ly accepted during our regular hours and in the bin locat-
ed in the Saint Ann School parking lot. Please note that
we cannot accept donations of books, toys, or household
items. For more information about the Saint Vincent de
Paul Clothes Closet and its good work in our parish and
beyond, please contact Bridget Nelligan at 781-572-4752
or Cathy Kyrouz at 978-290-1756. Thank you for your
kind and generous support!
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 10TH & 11TH

Holy Family Parish
Offertory $5,189
Electronic $3,041
Total $8,230

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory $3,677
Electronic $1,002
Total $4,679

Thank you for your generous support
for Holy Family Parish
& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

Our Lady’s Guild
Baked Bean & Linguica Supper

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24TH AT 7:00PM

All friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners of the
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport are invit-
ed to join Our Lady’s Guild for a Baked Bean and Lin-
guica Supper on Saturday, October 24th from 7:00pm
until 9:00pm in Our Lady’s Hall.

Our delicious and delectable menu includes linguica, hot
dogs, baked beans, coleslaw, fresh rolls, cornbread, and
pies! We will also have tea, coffee, soft drinks, and a cash
bar! We will have a 50-50 raffle, too! Entertainment will
be provided by the Ye Ole Mitchells!

A donation of $20 is requested for each adult and $10 for
each child age 10 and under. All proceeds will benefit
Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish. Tickets are available in
advance or at the door. For more information, please con-
tact Beth Fosberry at jcbf33@yahoo.com; Linda Galvin at
lingalv2010@gmail.com; or leave a message at 978-281-
4820. Please join us! Bring a friend! All are welcome!

A ROSARY FOR PEACE
FEATURING PRAYERS BY POPE FRANCIS

Saturday, October 24th at 2:45pm
With Eucharistic Adoration
Saint Ann Church

OCTOBER 18, 2026

CALL TO WORSHIP

All Saints Faith & Family Mass
A Youth Faith Formation Special Event

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus says: “Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not stop them, for it is to such as
these that the kingdom of heaven belongs (Matthew
9:14).” In response to the Lord’s call, all children, parents,
grandparents, and godparents are invited to join Father
Jim for our All Saints Faith & Family Mass on Sunday,
November 1st at 11:45am in Our Lady’s Church.

During Mass, Father Jim will offer a special homily for
children about the celebration of Halloween and the So-
lemnity of All Saints. After Mass, all are invited to join us
outside on the church lawn where our pastoral team and
parish service organizations will offer treats to the kids!
All parishioners, especially parents, grandparents, and
their children are invited to wear costumes!

We believe that Mass is our class! We believe that Jesus is
our teacher! And we believe that every family that joins
us for Mass is a precious gift from God! So, please save
these dates for our upcoming Faith & Family Masses
which are an essential component of our youth faith for-
mation programs:

CHRIST THE KING FAITH & FAMILY MASS
Sunday, November 22nd at 11:45am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

ADVENT FAITH & FAMILY MASS
Sunday, December 13th at 11:45am
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

EPIPHANY FAITH & FAMILY MASS
Annual Christmas Pageant
Saturday, January 2nd at 4:00pm
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

For more information about youth faith formation in the
Catholic Community of Gloucester & Rockport, please
contact Betsy Works at bworks@ccgronline.com or 978-
281-4820. Please join us! All are invited! All are welcome!


mailto:jcbf33@yahoo.com
mailto:lingalv2010@gmail.com
mailto:bworks@ccgronline.com

INSTAGRAM: @CCGRONLINE

OUR MASS INTENTIONS

October 17th — October 25th

Saturday, October 17 Vigil - 29th Sunday
4:00pm .
Saint Ann Church Anthony Giambanco
6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Angelo Cusumano
Sunday, October 18 29th Sunday in Ordinary Tim
7:00am . .
Our Lady’s Church Manuel & Julieta Carreiro
8:15am -
Saint Ann Church Anthony Militello
10:00am . .
Saint Joachim Church Elaine Kucharski
11:45am ) .
Our Lady’s Church José Nunes Silva

Ordinary Time

October 21 at 5:30pm

Alex & Tina Borge

Our Lady’s Church
e | et
OC;tlc;bf ; j}?/ sa tci?lgiﬁl Leonardo Gilardi
Saturday, October 24 Vigil - 30th Sunday
Saint i?l??hurch Samuel Interrante
Our L::c?}(l)’l:s)néhurch John W. Sperry
Sunday, October 25 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Our ng))gzrghurch The Bruni Family
Saint ii\ia?hurch Frederick Reynolds, Jr.
Saint J ; ;) C:(})lci)?nmChurch The DeFriesse Family
11:45am Frank Kelly

Our Lady’s Church

ORDINARY TIME

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25
per week. For the week of Sunday, October 18th, dona-
tions were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of Anthony Militello
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of the Pallazola Siblings
Sanctuary Gifts - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of the Story Family
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of John Sutera, Sr.
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of Muriel Stack
Sanctuary Candle - Our Lady’s Church

In Memory of Justin Lowe
Sanctuary Candle - Chapel of the Archangels

In Memory of Edwin Corno
Pope Francis Candle - Our Lady’s Church

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Father Jim at
office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you for
your generous support! May God bless our departed
brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM BLESSED JERZY POPIELUSZKO

It is not enough for the Christian to condemn evil,
cowardice, lies, violence, hatred and oppression.
The Christian must at all times
be a witness and defender of justice,
goodness, truth, freedom and love.

Blessed Jerzy Popieluszko (1947-1984)

Priest & Martyr
Patron of Solidarity & Persecuted Christians


mailto:office@ccgronline.com

Gleely Ganeral GFtome Preferred Auto Body

& CREMATION SERVICE AD SPACE Steve Lambert Jr. « Ralph E. Martin, Jr.
“Servmg Cape Ann families since 1884” AVAILABLE

= OEY 617-779-3771
| . . o il 212 Washington Street,
E LEB _g};tgﬁi L I'V ES Gloucester, MA 01930
978 2§ 3 0698 Leafd®Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

Stop cleaning-out
season
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Seniors + Military
PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS Get a FREE full gutter  Promo:285
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* FREE no-obligation
design consultation

* CUSTOM-BUILT
to fit existing spaces

The
Guild of Saint Luke
Boston, Massachusetts
St. Luke Catholic Physicians’ Guild
Annual White Mass & Dinner
Saturday, October 24, 2026 at 5 PM

White Mass at St. John’s Seminary
Celebrant: Archbishop Richard G. Henning

* FAST, professional
installation

* LIFETIME WARRANTY*
for peace of mind

_# SCHEDULE NOW:
1-855-625-9032

AS SEEN IN HG'IV REAL SIMPLE hL r Homes

HOME & GARDEN

RSVP/ticket information please visit '
- ©2026 SheIfGen!e SPC LLC. All rights reserv%d. Locally owned_ and opera_led fra_mch\se. Offer valid at participating locations only.
www.guildofstluke.org

Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 12/31/26. HIC # 212231

For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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LET'STALKABOUT...

Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

P BANK GLOUCESTER 572838200
e~ BankGloucester.com  wember FDiC | Member DIF

Gloucester

160 Main Street
Business Banking

Commercial Lending

Ipswich
143 High Street

Merchant Services Essex

15 Martin Street

Keep'l no
Cape Ann

Carpet « Area Rugs « Vinyl
Ceramic « Wood « Laminate

GLOVER'S

Mike@BertolinoElectricLLC.com
BertolinoElectricLLC.com

Historic Preservation

800-696-1913 Decorative Hardware
Locksmlth Stnce 1913 ngh Security Locks

< MARQUES PLUMBING

LICENSED & INSURED

RESIDENTIAL PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING
GET DIRECT, LICENSED TECHNICAL ANSWERS WITHOUT WAITING!

SCHEDULE YOUR REPAIR, INSPECTION OR UPGRADE TODAY! FP-L )
www.marquesplumbing.com 'l“::‘fls.ﬁﬂecl
%0

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester
Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - épm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm

978-283-3383 « www.jimsbagels.com

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

‘NSVH

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM
Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell
7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

! A Locally Owned Small .
- Animal Practice Serving Br'dget E. Murray! Esq r
the North Shore Our staff and attorneys will work

to preserve and protect your assets.
PHONE 978-283-0214 |

Fax 978-283-5060
info@nsvets.com

www.nsvets.com

Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

restaurant

Pete: the Brother’s
. Painter :
| ¥975755599355 Brew Cafe

Serving
Cape Ann
for 15 Years.

25 Main Street, Rockport, MA
97.8-546-317/75

www.bracketts.com

www. petemartmthepamter com

MOUNT PLEASANT
MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service.
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

mountpleasantmemorials.com

150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester

Across from Calvary Cemetery 978 2 8 3 784 ]

FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.
Quality Dependable Service
for over 50 years
18 Whittemore St. « Gloucester

978-283-3940

Sully’s Auto Body

Est 1973
16 Mansfield St. Gloucester, MA

978-283-3829

978 879 4244

WWW.SALTWATERGRILLELLC.COM

handymj p nt g@gmall com
978-290-0537

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

“After a 35-year
office career,

| find this work

very rewarding.”

1

- Linda E., ABC Caregiver

Homemakers | HHAs
Online & On-site Training

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

A Home
BC Healthcare

Professionals

978-281-1001

abchhp.com/apply-online

‘Mémbep, -ttt

FDIC [PY

' .up;dnnsavings.bank
~ " 978-283-0246

Cape Ann
Savings Bank

Juer SU years experience

« Electrical repair
« Installation

* Maintenance

* Renovations

» Commercial
* Residential

* Marinas

» Generators

Fully Licensed and Insured Electricians

(978)—283—0750 Free Estimates

www.nobleelectriciansinc.com

GLOUCESTER
RENTAL CENTER

(978) 281-3266

www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com
32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

REMAY

,ANDREW

REALTY SERVICES

John Veneziano
Broker Owner/Parishioner
Serving MA, NH & ME
617-840-5499

040
A
ol

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

Subs - Soups - Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us
Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering
Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm
We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

Like us on

www.destinossubs.com [ Facetoak

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins
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21951

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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