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CALL TO PRAYER
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For the Intercession of Saint Francis of Assisi

BY POPE LEO XIV

Saint Francis, our brother,
you who eight hundred years ago
went to meet Sister Death as a man of peace,
intercede for us before the Lord.

You, who recognized true peace
in the Crucifix of San Damiano,
teach us to seek Him,
the source of all reconciliation,
that breaks down every wall.

You, who unarmed, crossed the lines
of war and misunderstanding,
give us the courage to build bridges
where the world raises up boundaries.

In this time afflicted by conflict and division,
intercede for us so that we may become peacemakers:
unarmed and disarming witnesses of the peace
that comes from Christ.

Glory to the Father,
to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

POPE LEO XIV ON SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI

Brothers and sisters,
may the example and spiritual legacy
of Saint Francis of Assisi,
strong in faith, steadfast in hope,
and ardent in active charity toward neighbor,
inspire in everyone
the importance of trusting in the Lord,
of living a life faithful to the Gospel,
and of accepting and illuminating
every circumstance and action of life
with faith and prayer.
Pope Leo XIV

Letter to the Franciscan Family
January 7, 2026
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Forever In Joy

BY FATHER JIM

On October 4th, the Catholic Church and people of goodwill everywhere celebrate the Feast of Saint
Francis of Assisi. This year’s observances are the climax of a Special Jubilee Year, proclaimed by Pope
Leo XIV. It marks the 800th anniversary of the death or transitus of the Poor Man of Assisi (1226-
2026). It is also the final in a series of octocentennial commemorations that began with the anniver-
sary of the saint’s conversion in 2007, which happily coincided with my first pilgrimage to Assisi.

Almost everyone knows that Saint Francis was the founder of three religious orders. Almost every-
one knows that he was a healer, mystic, and miracle worker. Almost everyone knows that he is the
patron of pets, peace, merchants, ecology, and families. Almost everyone knows that he shared God’s
love and mercy with all creatures great and small (not just human beings). And almost everyone
knows that he appreciated God’s loving and creative hand at work in every living thing.

At the same time, few people are aware that Saint Francis suffered. Yes, we know that he bore the
stigmata — the wounds of the Crucified Christ. But Francis also endured the same stresses and dis-
appointments that we experience in our lives. He did not think himself worthy of the praise and at-
tention that he received during his life. He did not think his penitential movement of friars, conse-
crated women, and lay people was successful. And he was often disillusioned with himself, with his
followers, and even with the Church (to which he was always faithful and obedient).

Very few among us understand that Francis spent approximately half of his post-conversion life as a
hermit. Despite his reputation for preaching with words and prophetic witness, Francis found
strength and consolation mostly through prayer, silence, and solitude. He found relief from loneli-
ness and life’s petty tyrannies by being alone with the Lord, whom he loved above and beyond all
else. Francis did not find meaning in a faith powered by technology (apps, websites, streaming vide-
os, or cable networks). Rather, Francis found God by loving God and by being with God.

Thomas Merton (1915-1968) wrote in his journal: “The measure of our identity, of our being (the two
are the same), is the amount of our love for God. The more we love earthly things, reputation, im-
portance, pleasures, ease, and success, the less we love God...But if we have loved him, and lost our-
selves in him, then we find ourselves in him, and live forever in joy (9-3-41).” We should pray and
think on these words. We should ask ourselves: Do we love God? Do we love God more than mod-
ern comforts? Have we lost and found ourselves in his love? Are we ready to live forever in joy?

Saint Francis once famously explained that perfect joy comes not with wealth, power, or privilege.
Perfect joy comes instead with following in the footsteps of an all-powerful God who humbled him-
self to walk among us. Perfect joy comes with imitating an all-powerful God who ate with sinners,
bathed lepers, and welcomed strangers. Perfect joy comes with modeling our lives on the life of an
all-powerful God who embraced loneliness and suffering as the only path to eternal life.

Except for Jesus, one is hard-pressed to think of another person (saint, world leader, or historical fig-
ure) whose life and legacy are more relevant to our lives and times than Saint Francis of Assisi. His
words and good works teach us about peace, truth, and justice; about loving God and living the Gos-
pel; about sharing God'’s love and rebuilding the Church. From across the tides of time, Saint Francis
shows us how to “live forever in joy” by growing closer to Christ, closer to the Church, and closer to
each other in a love that knows no limits. Saint Francis of Assisi, pray for us!
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LIVE THE GOSPEL

Sacrament of Baptism

GATEWAY TO LIFE IN THE SPIRIT

The Sacrament of Baptism is the first of the three Sacra-
ments of Initiation in the Roman Catholic Church. The
two others are Holy Eucharist and Confirmation.

According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church:
“Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the
gateway to life in the Spirit, and the door which gives ac-
cess to the other sacraments. Through Baptism, we are
freed from sin and reborn as children of God; we become
members of Christ, are incorporated into the Church and
made sharers in her mission (CCC 1213).” In September,
Father Jim baptized the following young disciples:

Giorgio Antonio DiMaio
Noah Andrew Goncalves
Isla Dani Greeke

The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated during any Sun-
day Mass at 10:00am in Saint Joachim Church; on the sec-
ond Saturday of the month at 11:30am in Saint Ann
Church; and on the third Saturday of the month at
11:30am in Our Lady of Good Voyage Church.

For more information about having a child or grandchild
baptized in the Catholic Community of Gloucester &
Rockport, please contact Sheila McCarthy-Durkin at 978-
281-4820 or smccarthy@ccgronline.com.

United in prayer, fellowship, and service, we pray for our
newly baptized young disciples, and their parents, god-
parents, and grandparents! May God bless all families!
May God bless them with good health and happiness!
Peace, blessings, and congratulations to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM POPE LEO XIV

In moments of darkness, baptism is light.
In life’s conflicts, it is reconciliation.
At the hour of death, it is the gateway to heaven.
Pope Leo XIV

Holy Mass at Saint Peter’s Basilica
January 11, 2026

ORDINARY TIME

PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

NOW MORE THAN EVER,
WE NEED YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!

The Saint Vincent de Paul Society is an international or-
ganization that is dedicated to responding to any request
from any person or family in need. Here on Cape Ann,
we work through Holy Family Parish and Our Lady of
Good Voyage Parish to serve the poor and the needy.
Help us help others! Donations can be pushed through
the mail slot in the parish office, dropped in the collection
basket at any Weekend Mass, or mailed to:

Saint Vincent de Paul Society
74 Pleasant Street
Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930

New members and volunteers are always welcome! For
more information about the Saint Vincent de Paul Society
and its good work in our parishes and hometowns,
please contact Harry Miller at 978-281-8672 or Robert
Weeks at svdpmemberl@gmail.com. If you or someone
you know needs our help, please call 978-281-8672.
Thank you for your generous support for the Saint Vin-
cent de Paul Society! May God bless you!

Saint Vincent de Paul Society

OUR CLOTHES CLOSET
OPEN SECOND, THIRD & FOURTH SATURDAYS

The Saint Vincent de Paul Clothes Closet is open for busi-
ness in Saint Ann Church Hall on the second, third, and
fourth Saturdays of every month from 9:00am until
12:00pm. All friends, neighbors, and fellow parishioners
are welcome to drop by and check out the Clothes Closet
by entering through the Pleasant Street doors of Saint
Ann Church Hall.

Donations of gently worn clothing and shoes are grateful-
ly accepted during our regular hours and in the bin locat-
ed in the Saint Ann School parking lot. Please note that
we cannot accept donations of books, toys, or household
items. For more information about the Saint Vincent de
Paul Clothes Closet and its good work in our parish and
beyond, please contact Bridget Nelligan at 781-572-4752
or Cathy Kyrouz at 978-290-1756. Thank you for your
kind and generous support!
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PRAYER, FELLOWSHIP & SERVICE

Our Weekly Gifts

WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 26TH & 27TH

Holy Family Parish
Offertory $3,347
Electronic $1,263
Total $4,610

Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish

Offertory $3,372
Electronic $480
Total $3,852

Thank you for your generous support
for Holy Family Parish
& Our Lady of Good Voyage Parish!

Holy Family Parish - Gaza
Special Fall Collection

Holy Family $8,156
Our Lady’s $2,112
Total $10,268

Thank you for your generous support
for Holy Family Parish in Gaza!

May God bless you!
May God bless our sister parish!

Our Lady’s Guild
Celebrating Our 82nd Year
Fall Meeting & Potluck Supper

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5TH
BEGINS AT 6:30PM

Since 1944, Our Lady’s Guild has worked to build com-
munity among women of all ages in Our Lady of Good
Voyage Parish through prayer, good works, fundraising,
and social events. The Guild’s next meeting is scheduled
for Monday, October 5th at 6:30pm in Our Lady’s Hall.

Dinner is potluck! Bring a dish to share! All are encour-
aged to bring three $1.00 scratch tickets so that we can
play “Left, Right, Center” after dinner! For more infor-
mation about Our Lady’s Guild and its good work in our
parish, please contact Beth Fosberry at 978-281-4820 or
jcbff33@yahoo.com. New members are always welcome!

OCTOBER 4, 2026

SHARE GOD’S LOVE

A Rosary for Peace

PRAYING WITH POPE LEO XIV

After his election last year, Pope Leo XIV stepped onto the
loggia at Saint Peter’s Basilica. The new pope’s first words
were: “Peace be with you all...God loves you all and evil

will not prevail!” Eleven months later, he said: “The mes-
sage of the Church, my message, and the message of the

Gospel is ‘Blessed are the peacemakers!””

During the past seventeen months, the Holy Father has
preached about peace and reconciliation more than four
hundred times. Last week, Pope Leo called all nations to
ban all nuclear weapons. And last weekend, the pope
called upon all Catholics to pray for the Rosary for peace
during the month of October.

In communion with Pope Leo and with all who long for
peace in our world, all friends, neighbors, and fellow pa-
rishioners of the Catholic Community of Gloucester &
Rockport are invited to join Father Jim and Brother Pat-
rick in offering a Rosary for Peace Featuring Prayers by
Pope Francis at the following days and times:

A ROSARY FOR PEACE
Sunday, October 11th at 8:45am
With Eucharistic Adoration
Saint Joachim Church

A ROSARY FOR PEACE
Friday, October 16th at 3:00pm
With Eucharistic Adoration
Our Lady of Good Voyage Church

A ROSARY FOR PEACE
Saturday, October 24th at 2:45pm
With Eucharistic Adoration
Saint Ann Church

For more information about A Rosary for Peace and these
special moments of prayer for our suffering world, please
contact Brother Patrick at brpatrick@ccgronline.com or
978-281-4820. Please join us! Spread the word! All are wel-
come! May the Lord give you peace!
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OUR MASS INTENTIONS

October 3rd — October 11th

Saturday, October 3 Vigil - Feast of Saint Francis
4:00pm . .
Saint Ann Church Madonna del Rosario Society
6:00pm . o
Our Lady’s Church Kellianne Casimiro
Sunday, October 4 Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi
7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Frank & Frances Souza
8:15am .
Saint Ann Church Rose & Tony Bertolino
10:00am
Saint Joachim Church Matthew Shallow
11:45am .
Our Lady’s Church Alex & Tina Borge
Ordinary Time
October 7 at 5:30pm .
Our Lady’s Church Sam & Marge Rizzo
October 8 at 8:00am .
Our Lady’s Church Bernadette Kerrigan
October 9 at 8:00am Pat Rizz
Our Lady’s Church a ©
Saturday, October 10 Vigil - 28th Sunday
4:00pm s .
Saint Ann Church The Ciolino Family
6:00pm
Our Lady’s Church Angelo Cusumano
Sunday, October 11 28th Sunday in Ordinary Tim
7:00am
Our Lady’s Church Frank Cefalo
8:15am .
Saint Ann Church Knights of Columbus
10:00am . .
Saint Joachim Church Jim Contri
11:45am

Our Lady’s Church

Sheila Neves

ORDINARY TIME

OUR WEEKLY MEMORIALS

Sanctuary Candles & Gifts

REMEMBERING OUR LOVED ONES
& SUPPORTING OUR PARISHES

At each of our churches in the Catholic Community of
Gloucester & Rockport, sanctuary candles and sanctuary
gifts (hosts and wine) can be donated for a special inten-
tion or in memory of a friend or loved one. The requested
donation for both sanctuary gifts and candles is now $25
per week. For the week of Sunday, October 4th, dona-
tions were offered for the following special intentions:

In Memory of All Deceased Members
of the Madonna del Rosario Society
Sanctuary Gifts & Candle - Saint Ann Church

In Memory of Bernard Fabian Yarnot
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Joachim Church

In Memory of Janet Brosnan
Sanctuary Candle - Saint Anthony Chapel

In Memory of Alex & Tina Borge
Sanctuary Candle - Our Lady’s Church

In Memory of Alex & Tina Borge
Sanctuary Gifts & Candle - Our Lady’s Church

In Memory of Alexander & Rita Formisano
Sanctuary Candle - Chapel of the Archangels

In Memory of Jesus Arenas-Silva
Pope Francis Candle - Our Lady’s Church

If you would like to donate a sanctuary candle, sanctuary
gifts, or sanctuary flowers in memory of a loved one in
any of our churches or chapels in the Catholic Communi-
ty of Gloucester & Rockport, please contact Father Jim at
office@ccgronline.com or 978-281-4820. Thank you for
your generous support! May God bless our departed
brothers and sisters! Peace & blessings to all!

WORDS OF WISDOM FROM SAINT FRANCIS

O Lord, wean me from all things under heaven,
so that I may die for love of your love,
as you died for love of my love.
Saint Francis of Assisi

Feast Day - October 4th
Learn more: ccgronline.com & assisiproject.com
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& CREMATION SERVICE

“Servmg Cape Ann fam111es since 1884”

el 0% ~
212 Washington Street,
Gloucester, MA 01930

978-283-0698

Danvers Ford
106 Sylvan Street, Danvers * 978-774-0727

SALES - SERVICE - BODY SHOP « RENTALS
PARISHIONER OWNED BUSINESS

b &

PEACE OF MIND STARTS WITH A PLAN

Preplanning helps arganize your estate,
document your wishes, and ease the
burden on your family.

CAMPBELL FUNERAL HOME

61 Middle Street, Gloucester (978) 283-0884
www.campbellfuneral.com

(ﬂampbe]l

FUNERAL HOME

Get started with
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10
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 FENWICK

HIGH SCHOOL
PEABODY, MA

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins
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LOBSTER
IN-THE-ROUGH
ON SEVEN SEAS WHARF AT THE GLOUCESTER HOUSE

&
BLUE COLLAR

=<LOBSTER CO.——

HOT BOILED LOBSTERS - LOBSTER ROLLS - FRESH OYSTERS - SHRIMP COCKTAIL
CLAM CHOWDER - CALAMAR! - LIVE LOBSTERS - HARBORSIDE BAR
63 ROGERS ST, GLOUCESTER - 978-283-1812 - OPEN 7 DAYS

0000000000000 00000000000000000 00
©000000000000000000000000000000 00

Preferred Auto Body

Steve Lambert Jr. « Ralph E. Martin, Jr.

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

-

Leafd¢Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

Stop cleaning-out
your gutters this
season

EXPIRES: 11/30/2026

25% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter Discount For

Seniors + Military
Get a FREE full gutter ~ Promo: 285

inspection and estimate: 1-844-320-4506

*Promotional offer includes 25% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with other offers. See rep-
resentative for full warranty details. DC 420223000087, AZ ROC 344027, AR 0366920926, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604,
IA C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC164488, MA 213292, MI 262300331, MI 262300330, MI 262300329, MI 262300328, M| 262300318, MI 262300173,
MN IR2025-810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 0086990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693, ND 47304, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN
10981, UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912, WI 537-DCFRR

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

AN ADDITIONAL

OFF

\EXPERT INSTALLATION

-

* FREE no-obligation
design consultation

* CUSTOM-BUILT
to fit existing spaces

* FAST, professional
installation

* LIFETIME WARRANTY*
for peace of mind

_+ SCHEDULE NOW:
1-855-625-9032

AS SEEN IN REAL SIMPLE

HOME & GARDEN

©2026 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at participating locations only.
Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line. EXP 12/31/26. HIC # 212231

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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Personal Checking
CD & IRA Accounts
Mobile Banking

BB Gy

LET'STALKABOUT...

Business Banking
Commercial Lending
Merchant Services

978-283-8200
BankGloucester.com  wember FiC | Member DIF

Gloucester

160 Main Street
Ipswich
143 High Street

Essex
15 Martin Street

Mike@BertolinoElectricLLC.com
BertolinoElectricLLC.com

800-696-1913
Locksmlth Stnce 1913 High Security Locks

Historic Preservation
Decorative Hardware

<« MARQUES PLUMBING
RESIDENTIAL PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING
GET DIRECT, LICENSED TECHNICAL ANSWERS WITHOUT WAITING!

978-654-0413

SCHEDULE YOUR REPAIR, INSPECTION OR UPGRADE TODAY!
www.marquesplumbing.com

‘NSVH

North Shore Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Donna J. Heaney, DVM
Dr. Cary Dyer & Dr. Lee Powell
7 Dr. Osman Babson Rd., Gloucester, MA

A Locally Owned Small
Animal Practice Serving
the North Shore

p-

PHONE 978-283-0214
Fax 978-283-5060
info@nsvets.com

www.nsvets.com

Jim’s: Bagel

& BAKE SHOPPE
Gloucarter, He

34 Railroad Ave. Gloucester
Monday - Friday: 5am - 7pm
Saturday: 5am - épm
Sunday: 5am - 3pm

978-283-3383 « www.jimsbagels.com

Elder Law Center of Cape Ann

Bridget E. Murray, Esq
Our staff and attorneys will work

to preserve and protect your assets 4
Gloucester, MA 01930
978-989-9999 | bridget@cannonmurraylaw.com

Pete the

. Painter
|

Serving

www. petemartmthepamter com

25 Main Street, Rockport, MA

Brother’s
Brew Cafe

restaurant

9/7.8-546-317/7.5

www.bracketts.com

Keép"li‘ n
Cape Ann

Carpet « Area Rugs « Vinyl

Ceramic - Wood « Laminate

GLOVER'S

FLOOR COVERINGS, INC.

Quality Dependable Service
for over 50 years
18 Whittemore St. « Gloucester

978-283-3940

‘Mémbepr, tth

FDIC '"F

Sully’s Auto Body

Est 1973
16 Mansfield St. Gloucester, MA

978-283-3829

GLOUCESTER
RENTAL CENTER

(978) 281-3266

www.glourental.com
info@glourental.com
32 Maplewood Ave., Gloucester

handymjbpalntmg@gmall com
978-290-0537

MEMORIALS

Serving Cape Ann Since 1979

MOUNT PLEASANT

Uncompromised Quality and Personalized Service.
Cemetery Lettering and Monument Cleaning a Specialty.

150 Eastern Ave., Gloucester
Across from Calvary Cemetery 978 2 8 3 784 1

John & Julie Nicastro
Owners

mountpleasantmemorials.com

Enjoy Helping
Seniors?

“After a 35-year i
office career, I3

| find this work

very rewarding.”

- Linda E., ABC Caregiver

Homemakers | HHAs
Online & On-site Training

Flexible Schedules
am-pm | weekdays | weekends

A Home
BC Healthcare

Professionals

978-281-1001

abchhp.com/apply-online

.capeannsavings.bank

Cape An
Savings Bank

» Commercial
* Residential

* Marinas

» Generators

« Electrical repair
« Installation

* Maintenance

* Renovations

Fully Licensed and Insured Electricians

(978)—283—0750 Free Estimates

www.nobleelectriciansinc.com

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

—

ANDREW

REALTY SERVICES

John Veneziano
Broker Owner/Parishioner
Serving MA, NH & ME
617-840-5499

040
A
ol

johneveneziano@gmail.com

JohnVRE.com

/Ty i
1959 - 2019

Desting's

GLOUCESTER MA

Subs - Soups - Salads
Full Breakfast

Free soup & Salad when you Dine with Us
Full Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner and Catering
Open 7 days, year round 6:00am - 10:00pm
We accept all Major Credit Cards

129 Prospect St. Gloucester, MA 01930

(978) 283 - 3100

Like us on

www.destinossubs.com [ Facetoak

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

R O
21951

Holy Family, Gloucester, MA 21951
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